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PREFACE

AFTER the publication of The Two Books 0/ Kings Explained, in
the early part of the year 1905, several very favourable notices of
that work appeared in various periodicals; and this fact, combined
with the expressed wishes of some ministers and friends. induced
the writer to attempt and carry to a completion a similar work
on the books of Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy. And these
were selected for the purpose, in order that the internal or spiritual
sense of all the books of the Pentateuch might thus be before
the public, and might show clearly the inner signification of all
the laws of Moses,

With sincere thankfulness to the Lord. therefore, \Vho alone can
enable anyone to perceive, explain, and apply daily to life the
hidden treasures of His Holy \Vord; and, at the same time, with
due acknowledgments to those friends who have so highly appreci
ated the former work, the present volumes are now placed before
the Church.

But some introductory and explanatory remarks are necessary.
The general plan of this work is as Iollows : the summary of the
spiritual sense of each chapter is placed first, so that the reader
may have ageneral.Jdea of its corrtents to begin with, and may
thence proceed to the study of the particulars "in each verse as
given in the connected series, which imrnediatelv follows, printed
in a parallel column with the text of the Revised IIersion, permission
for its use having been kindly granted by the authorities of the
universities of Oxford and Cambridge, all editorial responsibility,
however, resting with the author. The advantage of this arrange
merit is obvious, as it affords a ready means of comparing,
sentence by sentence, the internal sense of each verse with the text,
and, besides this, adequately shows how well the continuity of the
spiritual sense is sustained. And, indeed, this is not a slight advan
tage, as it is not always easy, when the mind is intent upon the
sense of a particular part, to see that well, in connection with what
goes before and with what follows. No doubt it is a spiritually
profitable and delightful thing to be able to read a long portion of
the Word itself and perceive the inner sense as we read, without
much concerning ourselves with the literal sense, or appearing to
notice it; but comparatively few have this faculty at present, and
this is another reason why the aid here supplied is valuable. And
in addition to this, the student who learns by means of this regularly
written series to apprehend the connection and continuity of tho
spiritual sense, may thus be aided in following the order of that
sense while reading the text; and as he becomes more and more
familiar with the correspondences, and especially as he comes to
understand the various spiritual principles that combine to mnke up
the complex life of man, will he find himself enlightened concerning
spiritual laws in relation to his own progress and regeneration.
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NO\V these remarks are made to show the value of a connected
statement of the internal sense expressed in ordinary language,
and also to indicate the way in which any work like this may be
studied with advantage. And lastly, on this point, if, as we know,
the surnmaries of the internal sense written by Swedenborg himself,
and the interesting general outlines thereof written by the Rev. John
Clowes, l\I.A., and others, have been found so valuable, much more
must a complete exposition be of use, if it is carefully expressed, in
humble reliance on the Divine aid.

But before quite leaving this subject of the continuous connected
series, one or t\VO possible objections and difficulties connected with
it may be noticed. For it may be asked why such a plan w~s not
adopted in the writing of the A I'Catla Ccclestia ? That a continuous
series is there given is evident, but it was not connected, so as to
appear as such. The reason for this, however, is also evident. It
was because the "triter had not only to give and explain the internal
sense of each verse and each sentence as he proceeded, but it was
also necessary, in his case, to give abundant demonstrations from
the Word as to the particular correspondences occurring; and this he
did by sometimes covering several pages with illustrations of the
signification of one expression, thus providi~g the ~eans for. inter
preting the Word generally as well as specifically, In Genesis and
Exodus. And, in addition, his first great work is taken up with an
account of things concerning the other life, and with expositions of
doctrines and important spiritual principles! But the very fact that
he gives general surnrnarres shows that the full series is involved,
and can be worked out with proper care and expressed intelligently;
and it is evident that this might be done with any of the Prophets,
or with portions of the Psalms; for the Lord has provided that
there should be po\ver given to do this; for it is written: "A time is
about to come when there will be illustration" (A.C. 44023).

Again, it must be remembered that the connected series as given
in ordinary language in the following work, although it involves,
does not express, the full internal sense. Only the correspondential
expressions of the Word itself can do both. And hence the internal
sense, say, of any particular verse or sentence must itself be regarded
as a summary. For ordinary language is not adequate to the full
expression of Divine, celestial, and spiritual truths. But, on the
other hand, care must be taken by no means to look upon the
connected series as merely 3. comrnen tary on the inner sense, and not
a definite statement of it; for this would be a great mistake. And
in order to see this, take here. an illustration from the A,cana
Ccelestia : "And Abram went as Jehovah had spoken unto him,
signifies that the Lord, in His Human, made progression to things
Divine;" Now is this a cornrnentarv on the internal sense? I t is
neither a cornrncn tarv nor an explanation of it; but it is only
a statement of what the internal sense is. And it is so in all the
other cases where the writer makes similar statements, and after
wards explains them, and comments upon them. Exactly so it is,
therefore. with every statement of the "contents of each verse,"
given in a regular manner throughout the chapters of this work,
\Vhat is contained in the right-hand parallel columns all along is a
continuous, or running statement of the internal sense in its series.
And the illustration has been given in order that the reader may not
confuse the explicit statements of what the spiritual sense of a
verse is, with any explanation of them or commentary upon them
that is afterwards given.

The next division of this work consists of the references, with

some notes combined, These are to the Arcana Ccelcstia, with a few
exceptions, which: occur in cases where the significa tion of certain
terms has not been found there, or where a passage from some
other book has been thought to be especially helpful. 'The order of
the references also requires a word of explanation. Very often they
are given separately at the end of the sentence, which states the
internal sense as deduced from the correspondences, as in Lev. i. 7-8;
but in other cases it has been found more convenient to give several
references together, and indeed those relating to one whole verse
at the end of it; and then the order is, as a rule, according to the
order of the terms in the verse; and examples of this are to be
seen in Lev. xxiii. J2-13. Again, the reader will find that the
references are not all given to demonstrate the correspondence of a
term, or to show that Swedenborg himself has given us the explana
tion of certain passages, but often the place indicated illustrates some
great spiritual principles involved in the verse under consideration.
And again, the reason why the same reference is so repeatedly named
is, not only because this is natural and easy, but because It shows
that the general signification of a term is universally applicable,
and also that the reader who consults, and wishes to develop
any particular verse. may have all the particular correspondences
before him.

And here it will be proper to observe that, by means of the refer
ences, and through them by means of the li teral sense of the Word,
which is written entirely in correspondences, the spiritual sense as
contained in each verse, and stated in the right-hand parallel column,
is truly DOCTRINE FROM THE \VORD, being legitimately deduced from
those correspondences; and is not the private opinion of the writer,
any more than is a statement of the established laws of the
material universe, legitimately deduced frorn the facts of that
universe by a man of science like Sir Isaac Newton, the private
opinion of that man -of science.

The purpose of the notes. combined with the references, is, for
the most part, to explain some points relating to doctrine, or to
illustrate the spiritual sense; but those following the references at
the end of each chapter are intended to form a fourth division of the
work, involving a review of the subjects that have been explained,
in order to show the application of the internal sense to the uses
of life, and in connection with mans experience in regeneration.

1-1. !\f.
East Fuze/zle",

London, *N.
November 1911.



INTRODUCTORY NOTE

IN commencing (he exposition of this book, which, in its literal
sense, is a recapitulation of the Law t as well as of the general
history of what happened to the Israelites in their journey from
Egypt to the borders of the promised land, it will be well to consider
its general purpose in the spiritual sense. For we may be sure that
this last portion of the Pentateuch has its proper relation to what
precedes and to what follows in the book of Joshua in this respect
also.

\Vhat state of the Church, therefore, or what state in individual
regeneration, is here set before us? From all that is said in the
book, we see that it clearly describes a state of transition in which
the spiritual man is led to take a general review of his past experi
ences, and to contemplate his future progress. He has been delivered
from the merely natural state into which he is born, and which is
represented by Egyptian bondage; he has been instructed in Divine
Truths, symbolized by the delivery of the Law from Mount Sinai;
he has been tempted in the wilderness, which is fitly represented by
the outward trials and .conflicts of the Israelites; and he has been
introduced into a certain kind of external worship, which is only
like a shadow of the genuine worship of the Lord, and which is
denoted by the burnt offerings and sacrifices, and the services of the
ten t of meeting.

But better than these things, the spiritual man has also learned,
in the course of a long experience, to bring into subjection the
affections and powers of the merely natural man, signified by the
conquest of the country on the eastern side of the Jordan, and
the- victory gained in the wars with Sihon king- of the Arnorites
and with Og the king of Bashan, And although the principles
from which this has been done have been relatively external. such as
a merely historical faith, signified by Reuben; works in which the
idea of merit greatly predominated, denoted by Gad; and the new
wilJ of doing good from a higher motive than self-interest, repro
sented by Manasseh, yet this is a g-ood bcginning : and it is we ll
that the lower passions and intellectual activities should be in sub
jection, even though, as yet, they cannot be in harmony with the
higher faith, the higher love, and with the activity of an unselfish
love of practical usefulness.

Now these are the real experiences of the man of the Spiritual
Church upon which, in a certain state of advancement in the
religious life, he looks bark and sees, as he could not see before,
how far short he has been in those earlv struggles, from the true
Christian tife, and from an enlightened -and interior perception of
spiritual truths. Nevertheless, in this comparatively advanced tran
sition state, he now looks upon the past in a new light, because
the experiences of that past prepared the \\"ay to a better state of

ix
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the heart and life, and consequently to a brighter and clearer .per
ception of the old and long familiar direction~ of the La\\"glv;r.
This then is one side of Deuteronomy. It IS the retrospective
view' of lif~, when the state of instruction and of preparation is
concluded; when the old Leader is about to dep~rt; and when the
new Leader, a warrior and no longer a la wgiver, IS to COIne forward,
The Divine Truth teaching man is the first; but the Divine Trut.h
fighting for man against his interior spiritual foes-the foes of his
own household-is the second.

But then, we stand just here, to notice n?t onl~ the .past. There
is the present. And this present, of course, IS not Just like that past,
or like the old present. \Ve can call up that old present. T~en we
thought ourselves perfect because we outwardly obeyed; but this new
present is the remembrance not only of our successes, but of our
failures. In this transition state we remember very much our former
states of evil and error. They are continually presenting themse~ves;

and \ve see them now also in different light, and ina better light,
although even now those evil states are, as it were, present. and we
wonder whether, after all, we are any better than we. were. And
that is why Moses, in these addresses to the people, rem!nds them so
much of their former backslidings: it is that the narratives may be,
internally, pictures of the base passions and the vain fancies excited
and stirred up in man by evil spirits through some bygone state of
perverse feeling and thought.

This remembrance, however, is not all of the present state. :rhe~e

is the state of the affections, which is an imperfect one, which IS
represen ted by the Israeli tes being in the plains of Moab, No~ the
Moabites denote a state of adulterated good, as we have seen In the
expositio,n of N urn•.xxii, and e~sewhere. But" su.rely" ,itt mar ~e
said, U Good and evil are Opposites, and can!lot . mingle! T'his IS
true; but still, as we all kriow, they can co-exist In th~ ~ame person;
and the falsities from evil may greatly obscure and vitiate the st~te

of those with whom good prevails. All through man's regeneration
he is J110re or less in this state, and it is in evidence even just
before his entrance, by the realization of good, into the promised
land. . ..

And now, thirdly, there is the p:ospective~ess of thIS. tra~sltJOn

state to consider. Surely the Israelites subduing the nations In the
land of Canaan cannot sig-nify the truly heavenly state, but some
thing that precedes it. That is, it signifies, in a universal sense,
the overcoming of evil by victory in temptations, through the power
of truth and goodness from the Lord. For Hafter the sons of .Israel
had been introduced into the land of Canaan, a representative of
the Church and of heaven was instituted among them, and among
the nations a representative of the evils and falsities which infest the
C:hurch" (A.C. (316). But still there is a specific .J11caning- as \~'ell

as this g-eneral one, and therefore we read that, In the other life,
U there is a continual endeavour of the evil to invade the places
where the good are; and they actually do invade them, so soon as
they are not fille~ by the g-ood, \,:hich endeavour. I have often hee!1
allowed to perceive, Those regions .ar~ .occupled. ,,·h~n the. ev!1
increase in the world, and the good diminish, for In this case evil
spirits approach to man, and g-ood spirits recede from him, and so
far as the Ia tter recede, so far the reg-ions nearest to man are
occupied by the evil: when this is generally the case, the inhabitan!s
of those regions are chang-ed. This happens when the Church IS
near its end· for at that time evil and falsity prevail; but about the
end of the Church they are cast down, and the regions they occupy

are given to the good, who in the near time have been prepared for
heaven" (.:I.C.8054). Hence we Inay see that the state represented
by the conquest of Canaan by Joshua, as far as man individunlly
is concerned, is a state of preparation for heaven, which probably
occurs for the most part during judgment, when not only is rnrm
re-instructed in truths, but also when all evils and falsities an
removed which were not removed in the probationary state on earth.
Hence we see the proper place of Deuteronomy at the end of the
Pentateuch and just before the book of Joshua, and also have a good
general idea of what the latter book signifies.

But before closing this introduction to the internal sense of
Deuteronomy, it ought to be mentioned that that internal sense
was given, in its series, many years ago by Mr. A. Paine; that the
present interpretation is given quite independently of Mr. Paine 's
little book; that the two interpretations agree in substance for the
most part, although they are not from the same point of view, there
being only about seventy-five verses in the' whole book in which
differences occur; and that this shows that the particular corre
spondences of any book of the Word, when combined to form the
connected spiritual sense by different persons, legitimately, wil] yield
up the same sense in general, making all due al!o\v~nce for. differ
ences of perception and different modes of expression In the different
writers.

Now this consideration is very important and weighty, because it
shows the vast superiority of this systematic mode of acquiring
spiritual truths from the Word to that which is adopted by preachers,
teachers and writers in general, who do not know or acknowledge
the law of correspondences, according to which the inspired books
have been written,

The references to Mr. Paine are only a Iew, and are indicated by
the letter P.



THE BOOK OF DEUTERONOMY

S{;~J~IARY OF THE SPIHITl~AL SENSE

I. When, with the man of the Spiritual Church, the state of tempta
tion is completed by which faith in the Lord is formed and a new state
of life is inaugurated, then there is with him from the Lord, by Divine
Truth, the remembrance of former states of instruction, verso 1-6.

2. He is reminded also that exploration had been made of his
state as to evils of various kinds, in order that these might be seen
and overcome, and that a state of good and truth might take their
place; and he reflects further upon the ,'"ay in which he had been
governed by the Lord through Divine Truths in due subordination,
verso 7-18.

3. He remembers, too, the temptations through which he had
passed; the encouragement he had received; his efforts in still more
closely investigating the heavenly state; the lack of courage among
those who had remained in a merely, natural state; the eagerness
and folly of those who- essayed to overcome evil from selfish motives
alone; and their entire failure, involving his own further experiences
in an intermediate state, verso 19-46:

TI-IE CONTENTS OF EACH VERSE

I. ~rlIESE be the words
which Xloses spake unto all
Israel beyond Jordan in the
wilderness, in the Arabah
over against Suph, between
Paran, and Tophel, and
Laban, and IIazeroth, and
Di-zahab ,

2. I t is eleven days' [ou r
ney from Horeb by the \,·ay

I. These a re the particulars
of the Divine Law revealed
to the man of the Spiritual
Church, when he is in obscur
ity as to truth and in a 10\\'

state as to good, on account
of influx frorn thc hells, after
he has been instructed con
cerning charity and truths
internally accompanied by
temptationsc and in natural
good and truth externally, in
order that Rood may finally
prevail with him,

2. For regeneration is pro
gressive, from a state of
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of mount Seir unto Kadesh
barnea.

3. And it carne to pass in
the fortieth year, in the
eleventh month, on the first
day of the month, that
Moses spake unto the chil
dren of Israel, according
unto all that the LORD had
given him in commandment
unto them;

4. After he had smitten
Sihon the king of the Amor
ites, which dwelt in Hesh
bon, and Og the king of
Bashan, which dwelt in
Ashtaroth, at Edrei:

5. Beyond Jordan in the
land of Moab, began Moses
to declare this law, saying,

6. ""rhe LORD our God
spake unto us in Horeb,
saying, Ye have dwelt long
enough in this mountain:

7. Turn you, and take
your journey, and go to the
hill country of the Amor
ires, and unto all the places
nigh thereunto, in the Ara
bah, in the hill country, and
in the lowland, and in the
South, and by the sea shore,
the land of the Canaanites,
and Lebanon, as far a's the

instruction, through an exter
nal state of good conjoined
with truth, to a similar state
that is internal, and involves
a complete course of religious
experience, culminating in a
new state of spiritual life.

3. And hence it happens,
when the state of temptation
is completed, by which faith
in the Lord is formed and a
new state of faith is inaugu
rated, that there is revelation
to the man of the church by
Divine Truth from Divine
Good, according to influx and
the capacity for receiving it,-

4. \\rhen falsity from evil
in general, which has its
abode in the natural under
standing, and falsity conjoined
with evil, which is confirmed
in faith without charity, have
been overcome, in the con
summation of the state or age,

5. Where the state is most
external, and good is adulter
ated ;--concerning the Divine
Law : and perception is given,

6. Involving the remem
brance of former states of
instruction in which there had
been admonition,

7. That a change of state
must take place, by exploring
evil in general, and various
falsities thereto appertaining,
including such as are in the
I nternal of the Natura), as to
the understanding and will : in
the rational faculty there,' as
~o the will and understanding;
In the external as to know
ledges and ceremonial \VOr

ship; and in the corporeal as

great river,' the river Eu
phrates.

8. Behold, I have set the
land before you: go in and
possess the land which the
LORD sware unto your
fathers, to Abraham, to
Isaac, and to Jacob, to give
unto them and to their seed
after them.

9. And I spake unto you
at that time, saying, I"'am
not able to bear vou mvself
alone: -' ~

10. The Loun your God
hath multiplied you, and,
behold, ye are this day as
the stars of heaven for
multitude.

I I. The IJoRl), the God
of your fathers, make you
a thousand times so many
more as ye are, and bless
you, as he hath promised
you!

12. How can I m vself
alone bear your cumbrance,
and your burden, and your
strife?

13. Take yOU w ise men,
and understanding, and

to the knowledges of natural
things there with all their
affections;

8. In order that, where evil
and falsity had reigned
supreme, good and truth
might have the dorninion ; for
such a change of life had been
foreseen and provided for the
rnan of the church by the
Lord, as the result of the
glorification of His Human
Nature, as to the celestial,
spiritual, and natural degrees
thereof, so that the spiritual
rnan as well as the celestial

-rnight be saved, and enjoy
eternal life both as to good
and as to truth, by irrevocable
confirrna tion.

9. And further, the spiritual
man remembers and reflects
upon the truth, that the Lord
had not governed him by truth
immediately proceeding- only;

.I o. Because the truths pro
ceeding from Divine Good and
Divine Truth , arc rnunifold :
and, in such a state, it is seen
that they are, indeed, infinite,

I I. Because the Lord de
sires to provide truths for the
man of the church to eternity,
and to have conjunction with
hirn to eternity.

12. For it is impossible that
Divine l'ruth by itself can
sustain the life of man in
temptations, as to r iu t w a rr]
things; as to interior thing-s;
and as to things inmost.

I J. And therefore the Lord
by Divine Truth from Divine
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k,?o,vn, according to your
tribes, and I will make them
heads over you.

14. And ye answered Ole,
and said, The thing which
thou hast spoken is good 10-'
us to do.

15. So I took the heads of
your tribes, wise men, and
known, and made them
heads over you, captains of
thousands, and captains of
hundreds, and captains of
fifties, and captains of tens,
and officers, according to
your tribes.

16. And I charged your
judges at that time, saying,
Hear the causes between
your brethren, and judge
righteously between a man
and his brother, and the
stranger that is with him.

Ii. \Te shall not respect
persons in judgernent : ye
shall hear the small and the
great alike; ye shall not be
afraid of the face of man;
for the judgement is God's:
and the cause that is too
hard for you ye shall bring
unto 1l1C, and I will hear it.

18. And [ commanded
vou at that time all the
things which ye should do.

Good, ordains and arranges
the states of man, according
to order from inmost powers
of good, of truth, and of know
ledge; and by primary truths,
disposes inferior things.

14. And, according to co
operation, so had it happened
with the man of the church in
his past experiences.

IS. And hence experience
had shown that by Divine
'Truth, order had been main
tained from inmost principles,
by knowledges, as to the in
ternal man in will and under
standing; as to the interior;
and as to the external.

16. Moreover, the spiritual
man, in his earlier states, had
perceived that not only his
inmost and interior affections
should be regulated by truths,
but also his natural affections;

17. And that in all judg
merit, not the outward appear
ance should be rcgarded, but
the essential truth, because
truth is impartial, and judges
the outward lifc according to
the inward state; nor does it
fcar to judge according to
I nternals, for this is of the
Lord by Divine Truth ; and
where outward evidence fails,
Divine Truth determines from
Divine Good.

18. And therefore Divine
Truth itself had been the
unerring guide to the man of
the church in all his previous
states.

19....And we journeyed
from Horeb. and went
through all that great. and
terrible wilderness which ve
saw, by the ,yay to the h"i IJ
country of the .:Ymorites. as
the LORD our God C001

manded us; and we came to
Kadesh-barnea.

20. And I said unto you,
Ye are come unto the hill
country of the Amorites,
which the LORD our God
giveth unto us.

2!. Behold, the LORD thy
God hath set the land before
thee: go up. take posses
sion, as the L,ORL), the God
of thy fathers, hath' spoken
unto thee; fear not, neither
be dismayed.

22 . And ve came near
unto me e'·ery one of YOU,

and said, Let us send -tnen
before us, that they Olav
search the land for us, and
bring us word again of the
way by which \YC 01USt go
up, and the cities unto
which we shall come,

2J. And the thing pleased
me well : and I took t welv«
men of YOU, one man for
every tribe:·

19! ~nd the spiritual man
remembers also, not only his
states of instruction, hut also
all his earlier states of tempta
tion, which, indeed, were as
much as he could endure both
internally and externally, since
therein he discovered his own
interior evils in g-encral, and
was afterwards refreshed bv
holy states of g-ood derived
f rorn truth, and inwardlv con-
joined therewith. ..

20. And Divine 'Truth had
~i,'en the perception, at that
time, or in that state, that
althoug-h evil indeed had
g-ained possession of man, yet
it should he removed, and that
good should take its place.

21. And, therefore, that
mao, as from himself", but
really Irorn Divine (;ood and
Divine Trut h , should over
come evil and acquire g-ood
trust in the Lord w ith all his
heart and mind f rorn a prin
ciple of good; and should not
allow fcar, either internal or
external, to deter hi 111.

22. And so it had happened
tha t the spiritual man had
carnestlv desired to investi
gate heavenly things, in order
that he rnight receive revela
tion, and know what should
be his course of life heaven
ward, as well as what falsities
shoold opposc his prog-ress.

2~•.\nd this \'":lS :lccording
to Divine Truth f rorn Divine
Good, as existing- with the
man of the church, and there
fore power had been gi"en by
means of the univer-sal t ruths
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24. And they turned and
went up into the mountain,
and came unto the valley of
Eshcol, and spied it out.

25. And they took of the
fruit of the land in their
hands, and brought it down
unto us, and brought us
word again, and said, I t is
a good land which the LORD
our God giveth unto us.

26. Yet ye would not go
up, but rebelled against the
commandment of the LORI)
your God:

27. And ye murmured in
your tents, and said, 13e
cause the LORD hated us, he
hath brought us forth out of
the I.and of I~gypt, to deliver
us Into the hand of the
Arnorites, to destroy us.

28. Whither are we going
up ? our brethren .have made
our heart to melt, saying,
'I'he people is greater al~d
taller than we : the cities are
great and fenced up to
heaven; and moreover we
have seen the sons of the
Anakirn there.

of the church, each distin
g-uished according to its qual
ity, to make investigation;

24. And thus it had been
discovered that love to the
Lord is the essential of all
worship, and that charity to
the neighbour is the form and
activity of all worship ; .

25- Also that good works
which proceed from love and
charity are the expression of
all worship in fulness and
power ; all these being' clearly
manifested to the natural
man, and expressed in the
truths of the Word : whence
it had been perceived that the
heavenly state is a state of
good essentially, and is de
rived from the Lord.

26. But now reflection re
veals that the merely natural
man had been strongly op
~osed to the essential heavenly
life, and had strongly resisted
the influx of Divine Good and
Divine Truth from the Lord;

27. That each member of
the church, from his own self
ish loves, had felt a strong
aversion from the Lord be
lieving that deliverance 'from
the merely na tural life, or its
removal, would be the great~

est of evils, and cause the
entire destruction of life.

28. And thus it had ap
peared to the man of the
church in his tcrnptations, that
no ascent could be made to
wards heavenly things, and
that merely natural love de
prived the soul of all courage,
and that thence the perception
had been derived, that falsities
from evil are more powerful

29. Then I said unto you,
Dread not, neither be afraid
of them.

30. The LORD your God
who goeth before' you, he
shall fight for you, accord
ing to all that he did for you
in Egypt before your eyes;

31. And in the- wilder
ness, where thou hast seen
how that the I--IORD thy God
bare thee, as a man doth
bear his son, in all the wav
that ye went, until ye carne
unto this place.

32. Yet in this thing ye
did not believe the LORl)
your God,

33. Who went before vou
in the \vay, to seek YOU .lout
a place to pitch vour tents
in, in fire by niglit, to shew
you by what ,,"ay ye should
go, and in the cloud by day.

both Vl affection and thought
than principles of good and
truth; that doctrines thence
derived arc strongly defcnded
~ven to inmost things; and,
indeed, that strong persuasions
of f a lsi tv from self sh love
threatcn~d to take a\vay all
spiritual life.

29. But Divine Truth had
strongly urged that these fears
should be expelled [rom the
mind both as to feeling and
thought;

30. That the Lord who
leads the spiritual man also
fights for him in ternpta tions ,
even as He has delivered him
from the absolute po\ver of
evil by the work of redemp
tion, the knowledge of which
has been given to thc spiritual
III a n fro In t hc '\.ord.

J I. Besides which, Divine
T'ruth had also urged that the
Lord had already protected the
spiritual man in his tempta
tions, Irorn His Divine Love
by His Divine Truth, in every
state of his life even until that
experience;

32. But yet that those who
had been rncrelv natural had
not at all trusted in Divine
Love and Trut h,

3j. Notwi thst a ndinjr that
outward rnanifes tat ions had
been given that the Lord pro
vides for His people in every
state, throug-h thei r own states
of affection, by revelations of
Divine Love and 'Truth inter
nally, and by the letter of the
"·ord externally.
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34. And the LORD heard
the voice of your words,
and was wroth, and sware,
saying,

35 Surely there shall not
one of these 111en of this evil
generation see the good
land, which I sware to give
unto your fathers,

36. Save Caleb the son of
Jephunneh, he shall see it;
and to him will I give the
land that he hath trodden
upon, and to his children:
because he hath wholly
followed the LORD.

~'i. Also the LORI) was
angry with me for your
sakes, saying, Thou also
shalt not go in thither:

38. Joshua the son of
Nun, which standeth before
thee, he shall go in thither:
encourage thou him; for he
shall cause Israel to inherit
it.

J<J. Moreover your little
ones, which ve said should
be a prey, and your chil
dren, which this day have

~ -l- And, therefore, it had
followed that the merely
natural man had falsified the
truth; had averted hirnself
from the Lord; and had con
firmed his state of evil.

J5. Whence it had become
impossible that he should
enjoy the heavenly life, on
account of his state of evil)
while yet the Lord had been
willing' to impart it to all men
Irorn the most ancient time,

36. And had actually de
livered and saved those who
had been in good from truth,
promising them the delights
of the heavenly kingdorn , of
which they had experienced a
foretaste, and this because
they had not yielded in
temptation.

37. But that, nevertheless.
rncrelv external states of wor
ship and devotion cause aver
sion from the Lord, and cannot
find a place in heaven.

38. While he who is in
truth from good, and there
fore in Internals, contends
against evil, being- obedient to
Divine Truth, and must surely
succeed; moreover, truth C001

hating against e vil is sup
ported by Div inc Truth From
heaven; and this it is that
rca llv secures to all their
heavenlv inheritance.

39. I;or although the spirit
ual 111an, in his temptations,
had irnagined and feared that
his incipient principles of good

no knowledge of good or
evil, they Shall go in thither,
and unto them will I give it,
and they shaJl possess it.

40. But as for you, turn
you, and take your journey
into the wilderness bv the
way to the Red Sea. ~

41. Then ye answered and
said unto me, \\Te have
sinned against the LORD, we
will go up and fight, accord
ing to all that the LORD our
God commanded us. And
ye girded on every man his
weapons of war, and were
forward to go up into the
mountain.

42 . And the LORD said
unto me, Say unto them, Go
not up, neither fight; for I
am not among you; lest ye
be smitten before your
enemies.

43. So I spake unto you.
and ye hearkened not j but
ye rebelled against the com
mandment of the fJORD, and
were presumptuous, and
went up into the mou ntain ,

44. And the .Vmorites,
which dwelt in that ITIOUn

tain, came out against you,
and chased YOU, as bees do,
and beat vou dow n in Seir,
even unto Hormah.

and of truth would be lost to
him, because they were not
able fully to distinguish be
tween good and evil, he yet
had received the promise that
they should be preserved, and
that they would enjoy the
heavenly kingdom.

-l0. But that every evil
principle should be averted
from the Lord, should come
into a state of obscuritv, and
should be confirmed in its own
life which is from the hells.

41. And yet that, out
wardly , those in such evils,
had been, in an intermediate
state, anxious to be obedient,
to confess their sin, and to
contend against evil, and thus,
having assumed the appear
ance of good and truth con
joined, had been eager to
elevate themselves.

42. But Divine Trut h From
the Lord had warned all such
that they could not be ele
vated truly, or truly contend
against evil, because thcy
we re not internally in good,
and because thus evil would
overcome them.

43. That these had been
warned, but had not been
obedient, and acting [rorn
selfish love , had at tempted to
ovgcome evil.

44. :\nd consequently that
evils had overpowered them,
driven them back bv delusive
argunlents from t}{e natural
man, intensified their state
of merely natural good, and
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I{.EFERENCES AND NOTES

2. It bping- «levcn days' journey from Horeb by \\"ay of ITIOunt
Sr-ir unto Kndr-sh-bnrriea, denotes that n'~('neration is progressive
from a state of instruction, throug-h an external state of good con
joined with truth to a similar state that is internal, and involves a
complete course of religious experience, culminating in a new state
of spiritual life, because journeying denotes making progress in
n'g('neratioll, I-J5i; tho number eleven denotes what is complete even
to rr-duridancv , and thus completeness and the beg-inning of a new
stnte, 961(), 2°44; by Horeb is menn t desert, solit ud c , dc st ruction ,
drY"I)SS, nnd thus it denotes the state of man before regeneration,

1. These being the words which 1\105es spake unto all Israel
beyond Jordan in the wi ldcrncss in the Arabah over against Suph,
denotes that these are the particulars of the Divine Law revealed to
the man of the Spiritual Church, when he is in obscurity as to truth
and in n low state as to good on account of influx from the hells,
12XX, 6752, X12X, JSRS, 270X, 1292, 8099; between Paran and Tophel,
denotes a fter he has been instructed internally concerning charity
.and truths, accompanied by temptations, because by Paran is meant
beaut}', glory, orn ameut , and therefore it denotes spiritual love or
charity a nd also truth, 2714, 4985, 5922, 10,536, and by Tophel is
Incant ruin, jolly, and therefore it denotes a state opposed to charity
and truth, and to be between Paran and Tophel thus denotes a
st at« of tr-mptnt ions , 2hq-J: and Laban. and l lazeroth , and Di-zahab,
denotes in natural good and truth externally, in order that good
111ay finally prevail with him. because by Laban is meant urhitencss,
and therefore it denotes truth, 3993, by Hazeroth is meant uillages
or courts, and therefore it denotes good, 3270, and by Di-zahab is
mcnnt cn ou g]: 01 gold, and there fore it denotes that good w ill finally
prevail, -J25.

45. And ye returned and
wept before the I.JoRD; but
the LORD hearkened not to
your voice, nor gave ear
unto you.

46. So ye abode in Kadesh
many days, according unto
the days that ye abode
there.

confirmed it by corresponding
falsities.

45. Nevertheless, that they
had exhibited all the outward
signs of repentance, but that
it had not availed either inter
nally or externally; .

46. But that, yet, such may
be for a long time in the inter
mediate state, this depending
on the gradual process of their
Judgment.

2708, while, in the best sense, it denotes love [rom the Lord, thr-nc
the Divine Law, and thus the beg-inning- of a state of instruction.
6830, 858 1 ; a \\"ar denotes doctrine as' the means of instruction,
2234; mount Seir denotes an external state of good conjoined with
truth, the word meaning liairv, or a goat, 3527, 4169; and Kadesh
barnea means the holiness oj the [ou utain o] delight, and therefore
denotes an internal state of good conjoined with truth comparat ively,
involving a complete course of religious experience culrninat ing in
a new state of spiritual life, 2503, 2i02.

3. It coming to pass, denotes that hence it happens, 49i9; in the
fortieth year, denotes when the state of temptations is completed,
730; in the eleventh month, on the first day of the month, denotes
by which faith in the Lord is formed and a new state of life is
inaugurated, 9616, 7887; and Moses speaking unto the children of
Israel according unto all that the Lord had given him in command
ment unto them, denotes that there is revelation to the-man of the
church by Divine Truth from Divine Good according to influx and
the capacity for receiving it, 295 1, 3654, 2001, 5486.

4. After he had smitten Sihon king of the Arnorites which dwelt
in Heshbon, denotes when falsity from evil in general which has its
abode in the natural understanding has been overcome. 4251, 1682,
1857.1. 1293, Num. xxi. 25; and Og the king- of Bashan which dwelt
in Ashtaroth at Edrei, denotes, and falsity conjoined with evil which
is confirmed in faith without charity in the consummation of the
state or age, because by Og is meant a cake, and therefore hr
denotes falsity conjoined with evil, or, in other words, essential evil,
2177, A.E. 1638; a king- denotes falsity, 16H2, Bashan also denotes
essential evil, N urn. xxi. 33, Ashtaroth is the plural of Ashtoreth ,
and means im ages of A shtoretli and also riches, thus denoting, in
this connection, faith" without charity, IO.22j, and Edrci rnea ns (l

'Very great rnuss or cloud and the death of th e wic1lCd, and therefore
denotes the consumrnation of the state or the age, 1047, 61Iq. And
this is the state in which "the fallacies and pleasures of the senses"
prevail, P. I85i, 2243.

5. .Beyond Jordan, in the land of Moab, beg-an Moses to di,cJan
this law, saying, denotes where the state is most external, and wlu-r-
good is adulterated ;-conccrning the Divine Law, and that pf'rcep
tion is given, 1585. 2468, 6752, 1822.

6. The Lord God speaking- unto the l sr.u-Ii tr-s in Horeb, saying-,
"Ye have dwelt long enoug-h in this mount a iu," denotes the rt-rncm
brance of former states of instruction in which t hrre had been
admonition, 200 I, 2<)5 r , 3654, 6830, 8581, 12Q3, 6S2f).

7. "Turn ye, and take your jour-gey," denotes that a chang-e of
state must take place, 6.226, 1457; "and go into the hill country of
the Arnorites," denotes the exploration of evil in R(-neral, ]335, iQ5,
1857; "and unto all the places nigh t lurr-unt o;" dcnotrs various
falsities thereto appertaining, 2625, 2428, 35i2; "in the Arabah , in the
hill country," denotes includi ng such as are in the I nternal of the
Natural as to the understanding and will. 1292, i95; "in the 10\\·

land and in the south," denotes in the rational faculty there as to
the will and the understanding, 1292, ]70R; H by the sea shore and
the land of the Canaanites," denotes in the Ex tr-rnnl as to know
ledges and ceremonial worship , 28, JOo.1; and H Lebanon a .. far a s
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the great river Euphrates," denotes and in the corporeal a~ t·) the
knowledges of natural things there with their affections, 886, 120.

8. Behold, I have set the land before you, denotes that where evil
and falsity had reigned supreme good and truth might have the
dominion, 1205, 3i05; go in and possess the land which the Lord
sware unto your fathers, denotes that such a change of life had been
foreseen and provided for the man of the church by the Lord, 3335,
2658, 3705, 2001, 2842, 37°3; and to Abraham, and to Isaac, and to
Jacob to give them and to their seed after them, denotes as the
result of the glorification of His Human Nature as to the celestial,
spiritual and natural degrees thereof, so that the spiritual man, as
well as the celestial, mijrht be saved and enjoy eternal life both as
to good and truth by irrevocable confirmation, 6098, 8899, 365-\, 2848,
2842•

9. Moses speaking unto the Israelites at that time, saying. I am
not able to bear you rnysel f alone, denotes that the spiritual man
remembers and reflects upon the truth that the Liard had not governed
him by truth imrnediately proceeding only, 7010, 179

',
365-1- 2625,

1822, 9737, 868 5, 870 1.

10. The Lord their God multiplying them, and their being that
day as the stars of heaven for multitude, denotes because the truths
proceeding from Divine Good and Divine Truth are manifold, and
in such a state it is seen that they are indeed infinite, 2001, 194 1 ,

1810.

I I. The Lord the God of their fathers making thCI11 a thousand
times so many more than they were, and blessing them as He had
promised them, denotes that the Lord desires to provide truths for
the man of the church to eternity, and to have conjunction with him
to eternity, 2001, 3i03, 2575, 35 i4, 2620.

12. "llo\\' can J mvsr-lf alone bear your curnbrnnce , and your
burden, and your strife?" denotes that -it is impossible that Divine
Truth by itself can sustain the life of man in Temptations, as to
outward things, as to interior things, and as to things inmost, ;010,

8701, 9737, 33 18, 7 105, 6764. Note here that the Hebrew word
translated "cun,br:-lnce" means also "tt'eary;ng, and that hence is
the reference to 3318. But it also means a pressure, and will
therefore have the same gen~ral correspondence as a burden.

13. 'fake you w ise men , and undcrstnnding, arid k now n , accordinrr
to your tribes, and I will make them heads over you," denotes that
therefore the Lord, bv Divine Truth from Divine Good, ordains and
arranges the states o-f man, :lccording to order from inmost powers
of good, and of truth and of knowledge, and bv primary truths
disposes inferior things, 1226, ]858, 3728. - -

J4. Their nnswcrinp' and saying, U The thing- which thou hast
spoken is g-ood for us to do," denotes that according to co-operation,
so had it happened with the man of the church in his past experi
ences, 6943, R340 , 42 58.

15- Moses taking- the heads of tribes. w ise men and known, and
makirur them heads over the children of Israel, denotes that experi
ence had shown that, by Divine Truth , order had been maintained

from inmost principles by knowledgcs, as to the Intcrior and as to
the External, 7010, 3728, 3858, 1226, 3654; and captains of thousands,
and captains of hundreds, and captains of fift ies, and captains uf
tens, and officers according to your tribes, denotes as to the internal
man in will and understanding, and as to the external man in w ill
and understanding, ~7 I 2-87 I 5, 79 I 1 3 , 3858.

16. Moses charging the judges at that time, saying, denotes that
the spiritual man, in his earlier states, had perceived, ,010, 3654,
2258, 2625, 1822; and U Hear the causes between your brethren, and
judge righteously between a man and his brother, and the strang-er
that is with him," denotes that not onlv his inmost and interior
affections should be regulated by truths , but also his natural affec
tions, because to hear the C~HISt-'S and judge denotes to regulate bv
truths, 9&:>6; "bet\veen your brethren" denotes as to inmost a flec
tions, 2360; c, between a man and his brother" denotes as to
interiors, 429, 2360; and "bet\\"een the stranger, or sojourner, that
is with you" denotes as to the natural affections, 1463.

17. Not respecting persons in judgment, denotes that not the
outward appearance should be reg-arded in judgment, but the essen
tial truth, 5225; hearing the small and the great alike, denotes that
truth is irnpartial, and judges the outward life according to the
inward state, 44594 , 9047; not being afraid of the face of man,
denotes not fearing to judge according to Internals, 2826, 358; the
judgment being God's denotes that it is of the Lord bv Divine
Truth, 200 I ; and Moses hearing the cause that was too hard, denotes
that where outward evidence fails, Divine '[ruth determines front
Divine Good, 7010, 2001.

18. Moses commanding the Israelites, at that time, all the things
that they should do, ..denotes that therefore Divine Truth itself had
been the unerring guide of the ma~ of the church in all his previous
states, 7010, 2625, 2634, 4258.

19. Journeying from Horeb, and going through all that g'feat and
terrible wilderness, which they saw, denotes that the spiritual man
remembers also not only his states of instruction, but also all his
earlier states of temptation, which, indeed, were as much as he
could endure, I45i, 858 1, 3335, 2i08, 2150; by the \vay to the hill
country of the Arnorites, as the Lord God commanded, denotes
temptations internally and externally, since therein he had discovered
his O\\7n interior evils in general, 2234, 795, J8Si; and COIning- to
Kadesh-barnea denotes the experience of a holy state of good derived
from truth and inwardly conjoined therewith, vcr, 2.

20. Moses saying unto them, (' Ye are come unto the hill country
of the Amorites, which the Lord our God giveth unto us," denote~c;
that Divine Truth had given the perception, at that time, or in that
~tate, that although evil indeed had gained possession of man, yet
It should be removed, and that good should take its place, 70 10 ,

1822, 2625, 5249, 795, 1857, 200 I, 8899.

21. The Lord God setting the land before them denotes, therefore,
that man, as from himself, but really from Divine Good and Divine
Tr~th, should overcome evil and acquire good, 2001, 3705, 4066;
their going up and taking possession, as the Lord, the God of their
fathers, had spoken unto them, denotes that they should trust in the
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Lord with all their heart and with all their mind from a principle
of good, 1543, 2658 , 2001, 3i03, 2951, 2620; and not fearing, nor
being dismayed, denotes that they should not allow fear, either
internal or external, to deter them, 683, 2826.

22. Their coming nr.ar unto Moses, everyone of them, and saying,
denotes, according to the series, earnest desire, 3572, 70 10, 457,
1822; sending 111en before them, that they might search the land,
denotes the investigation of heavenly thing-s, 2391, 27 145

, 37°5; and
bringing word again of the way by which they should go, and of
the cities to which they should come, denotes that they might
receive revelation, and know what should be their course of life
heavenward, as well as what falsities should oppose their progress,
5947, 1288, 2234, 3335, 402.

23. The thing pleasing Moses, and his taking twelve men, one
man for every tribe, denotes that this was according to Divine
Truth from Divine Good as existing with the man of the church,
and therefore that power had been given by means of the universal
truths of the church, each distinguished according to its quality, to
make investigation, 192 J, 7010, 3858, Num. xiii. 4-15, 27145.

24. The Olen turning and going up into the mountain, and coming
into the valley of Eshcol, and spying it out, denotes that thus it had
been discovered that love to the Lord is the essential of all worship,
and that charity to the neighbour is the form and activity of all
worship, 6226, J543, 795, 3335, Num. xiii. 23, 27 145.

25. Taking of the fruit of the land in their hands, and bringing
it down, and saying, denotes that good works which proceed from
love and charity are the expression of all worship in fulness and
power ; all these being clearly manifested to the natural man, and
expressed in the truths of the Word, 1071, 878, 3°84, 5947, 1288,
J822; and" it is a good land which the Lord our God giveth unto
us," denotes that the heavenly state is a state of good essentially,
and is derived from the Lord, 4538, 3705, 2001, 8899.

26. Their not going up, but rebelling against the commandment
of the Lord, denotes that now reflection reveals that the merely
natural J11al1 had been strongly opposed to the essential heavenly
life, and had strongly resisted the influx of Divine Good and Divine
Truth from the Lord, J543, 1668, 6<)87, 2001.

27. Murmuring in their tents and saying, U Because the Lord
hated us, he has brought us forth out of the land of Egypt, to
deliver us into the hand of the Arnorites, to destroy us," denotes
that each member of the church from his own selfish loves had felt
a strong aversion from the Lord, believing that deliverance from
the merely natural life, or its removal, would be the greatest of
evils, and cause the entire destruction of life', 8351, 3242 end, 1822,
2001, 3605, 8866, 878, 1857, 2395.

28.•• Whither are we going- IIp?'' denotes that it had appeared
to man, in his temptations, that no ascent could be made towards
heavenly things, 2693, 1543; "our brethren have made our heart
melt, saying," denotes that merely natural love had deprived the
soul of all courage, and thence the perception, because the spies
who gave an evil report denote, manifestly, those in merely natural
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love, since they were opposed to Caleb and Joshua, who ~ave a good
report, Num. xiii, 28, 31, and hence their heart Inciting denotes
their want of courage, and their being called brethren denotes that
outwardly they were of the church, 7272, S-t87, 1222, while saying
denotes perception, J822; "the people is greater and taller than
we" denotes that falsities from evil are 1110re powerful both in
affection and thought than principles of good and of truth, 1259,
2227, 31042; "the cities are great and fenced up to heaven " denotes
that the doctrines thence derived arc strongly defended, f rom evil ~

even as to inmost things, 402, 2227, 7437 2
, 1307, li33; "alld 1l10rC

over we have seen the sons of the Anakirn there," denotes that,
indeed, strong persuasions of falsity from selfish love threatened to·
take away all spiritual life, 58J-583. Anak 111CanS a coll ar, or
ornament, and thence lilted up, or proud, 5320.

29. Moses saying unto them, "Dread not, neither be afraid of
them," denotes that Divine Truth had strongly urged that these
fears should be expelled from the mind both as to feeling and
thought, 2826, 683.

30. The Lord their God, who went before them, fighting for them,
according to all that he had done in Egypt before their eyes, denotes
that the Lord, who leads the spiritual man, also fights for him in
temptations, even as He has delivered him from the absolute po,ver
of evil by the work of redemption, the knowledge of which has been
given to the spiritual man from the Word, 2001, 8105-8108, 63,
8866, 2701.

31. In the wilderness, where they had seen how that the Lord
their God bare them, as a man doth bear his son, in all the wav
that they went, until they came unto that place, denotes that J)ivin~~
Truth had also urged. that the Lord had already protected the
spiritual man in his terriptations, from His Divine Love by His Divine
Truth, in every state of his life even until that cxpcr icnco, 270X, 2'5°,
2001, 9937, 3703, 489, 2234, 3335, J8S3, 2625.

32. Their not believing the Lord their God in that thing, de-notes
that yet those who had been merely natural had not at all trusted
in Divine Love and Truth, ver, 28, 1812, 2001, 1288.

33. Who went before them in the ,,"ay, denotes notwi th stnrrdinq
that outward manifestations of the Divine presence had been given,
2001, 81°5, 2234; seeking out a place for them, denotes providing
for His people in every state, because seeking, when said of the
Lord, evidently denotes that He provides, and place denotes state,
2625 ; to pitch a tent denotes conjunction with the Lord by a holy
affection in themselves, 1616; in fir e bv night, denotes by revelations
of Divine Love internally, although in~ obscurity, QJ4, 17~12; showing
them. by what \vay they should go, denotes revelations of truth, or
doctrine, 2150, 2234, 3335; and in the cloud by day, denotes bv the
letter of the \Vord externally, 8106. . - .

34· The Lord hearing the voice of their words, and bf'ing wroth,
and swearing, saying, denotes that therefore it had Iollowcd that
the merely natural (nan had falsified the truth and averted himse-lf
from the Lord, and had confirmed his state of evil, 386<), 4335 2 , 1288..
57g8, 2842 , 1822.
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35. N at one of these 111en of that evil generation seeing the good
land, which the Lord sware to give unto their fathers, denotes that
hence it had become impossible that he should enjoy the heavenly
life on account of his state of evil, while yet the Lord had been
willing to impart it to all men from the most ancient time, ver, 28,

4839, 1145, 2150, 3705, 2001, 2842 , 3703.

36. Caleb the son of Jephunneh seeing it, and the land that he
had trodden upon being given to him and to his children, because
he had wholly followed the Lord, denotes that the Lord had actuatIy
delivered those who were in g-ood from truths, promising them the
delights of the heavenly kingdom, of which they had experienced a
foretaste; and this because they had not yielded in temptation, Nurn ..
xiv. 6, 2150, 3705, 8899, 489, J191, 2001.

37. The Lord being also angry with l\Ioses for the sake of the
children of Israel, saying, "'Thou shalt not go in thither," denotes
that merely external states of worship and devotion cause aversion
from the Lord, and cannot find :1 place in heaven, 579S, ·iOIO, 1822,
Num. xx, 12.

38. "1 osh ua, the son of Nun, which standeth before thee, he shall
go in thither," denotes that he who is in truth from good, and
therefore in Internals, contends against evil, being obedient to Divine
Truth, and must surely succeed, Nurn. xiv. 6, 3 136, i O I O , 7498, 8595;
"encourage thou him " denotes that he is supported by Divine Truth
Irorn heaven, 8595, 39012, 6343; and "for he shall cause Israel to
inherit it" denotes that this is what secures to all their heavenly
inheritance, 2658.

39. "l\10reover your little ones, which ye said should be a prey, and
your children, which this day have no knowledge of good or evil,
they shall g-o in thither, and unto them will I give it, and they
shall possess it," denotes that althoug-h the spiritual man, in his
temptations, had imagined and feared that his incipient principles
of good and truth would be lost to him, because they were not able
fully to distinguish between good and evil, he yet had received the
promise that they shculd be preserved, and that they should enjoy
thc heavenly kingdom, Num, xiv. 31, 47972 , 5763, 8876, 59 12 , 487,
5946, 690 I, 8899, 2658.

40. "But as for you, t urn you, and take your journey into the
w ildcrno ss by the \vay of the Red Sea," denotes that every evil
principle should be averted from the Lord, should come into a state
of obscurity, and should be confirmed in its own life which is from
the hells, 6226, 1457, 2708, 2234, 8099-

41. Their n ns wcr irur and ~:lying- unto ~Ioscs, """e have sinned
against the Lord, w« w ill go up and fight, according to all that the
Lord our God commanded us," denotes that, outwardlv, those in
such evils had been in an intermediate state, anxious to be obedient,
to confess their sins, and to contend ag-ainst evil. 6943, 70 10 , 4839,
1664, 5486; and their ginJing- on every man his weapons of war,
arid being Iorwurd to go up into the mountain, denotes that, having
assumed the appearance of good and truth conjoined, they had been
pager to elevate themselves, 9 2 12 8 , 2686, 82 79 , 154], 795.

42. The Lord saying- unto Moses, U Say unto them, Go not up,
neither fight; for I am not among you; lest ye be smitten before

your enemies;" denotes that Divine 'Truth from the Lord had warned
all such that they could not be elevated truly, or truly contend
against evil, because they were not internally in good, and because
thus evil would overcome them, 2001, 1822, 7010., 1543, 166.1-. 200,

4251 , 2851 •

43. Moses speaking unto them, and their not hearkening, but
rebelling against the commandment of the Lord, being prCSlJlllp
tuous, and going up into the rnountain, denotes that they had been
warned, but had not been obedient; and, acting from selfish 10\"",
had attempted to overcome evil, 7010, 295 1, 2542, 1668, 8560, 9012,

1543, i95·

44. The Amorites which dwelt in the mountain coming out against
them, and chasing them as bees do, and beating them down in
Seir, even unto Horrnah, denotes that evils had, consequently, over
powered them, driven them back by delusive arjrurnents from the
natural man, intensified their state of merely natural good, and
confirmed it by corresponding falsities, 1857, 12 93, 795, 8187, Ili8,
93314, 9081, 1675, 8165. Hormah means utter destruction; and the
last reference is intended to illustrate this. See Num, xiv, 44-45.

45. Their returning and weeping before the Lord; but the Lord
hearkening not to their voice, nor giving- ear unto them, denotes
that, nevertheless, they had exhibited all the outward signs of
repentance; but that it had not availed either internally or externally,
2288, 2689, 10,550, 200 I, 2542 , 683.

46. Abiding in Kadesh tllany days, according unto the days that
they abode there, denotes that yet such rnay be for a long time in
the intermediate state, this depending on the gradual process of
their judgment, 12 93, ~103, 487, 683. .

Having now given a general and also a particular account and
view of the internal sense of the chapter before us, '\"C propose to
reflect upon it, and lllay observe that the first section involves three
things, namely, the description of a certain state of the man of the
church, a revelation from heaven, and the remembrance of past
experiences. And the state here described is presented first as to
its particular form and then as to its g-enf'ral Iorrn ; but we take the
general form before the particular, because the latter is involved
in the former. Thi-, g-eneral Iorrn is expressed bv the stat.-me nt that
Moses began to declare the law beyond Jordan in the land of Moab :
and since the Jordan was the boundary of the promised la nd, under;
stood in a contracted sr-nsr-, and it corrr sponrl-, to tilt", \"ord in it"
literal sense, beyond Jordan w i ll evidently sig-nify out sid« of t lu
heavenly state and under t he influence of wha t is false, while Moab
sig-nifies, as we have ~f·f'n. :1 state of adulterated g-ood; that is, :1
state of g-ood internally combined w it h a state of evil and Inlsir v
externally. And this st a te , indcod , is a \"('ry common one. Fo"r
before heaven is rr-nrhe d evorv one is in such a stutr-. However. it
is not intended that it should continue and prevail, for the Lord
says that no man can serve t wo rnn-tr-rs : hut that he must choosr
either God or Xlarnrnon. w h ich nu-nn s that he must decide to be
governed either by love to the Lord n nd the neig-hbour, or by the
love of self and the w orkl ; and t hr- l srneli te s here represent the
former state, contnrninated. indeed. bv somewhat of the latter.
And now, on examination, it will be found t~at the' particular state
agrees with the g"{'neral state. Let us see what it is.

C



First, it was a wilderness, and this, we know, denotes a state of
obscurity. Secondly, it was in a valley, which signifies what is lo\v
in spiritual life. Thirdly, it was over against Suph, on the Dead
Sea, and this means under the influence of evil from the hells. But,
on the other hand, it was between Paran and Tophel, and Laban,
and Hazeroth and Di-zahab, and this means a state between good
and evil, or a state of temptation, and also a state of external or
natural truth and good, with just sufficient consciousness of a higher
state of good to indicate that it will prevail. And all this has been
legitimately deduced, as we have seen, from the meaning' and
correspondence of each place here named, which shows .that the
pnrticular spiritual state exactly harmonizes with the general state,
and also how marvellously precise is the application of the law of
correspondences in reference to the composition of the \Vord. But
what has been just said does not include all the particulars of this
state of the spiritual man ; for there are others. That is, there is,
first, the consciousness of having been led by the Lord through states
of instruction to a certain state of good and truth (ver. 2); secondly,
a similar consciousness of having endured a full course of temptation
(ver. 3); and thirdly, a like feeling of having overcome evil in
general, and also the essential principle of evil, namely, selfishness
(ver. 4)..And thus we have a comprehensive and interesting picture
of man 's experiences in regeneration, which will be found to agree
with the actual experiences of people in the present day.

But now there is the revelation given through Moses, and the
great point in connection with this is that it is appropriate to the
occasion. And this is the right opportunity for remarking that the
spiritual man has revelation from the Lord by means of the \Vord
all through his life. And also we ought to remember that besides a
general revelation suited to the whole of the church, the Word
contains and supplies a particular revelation to each individual; for
the Lord therein speaks, as it were, almost audibly to every man
according to his state. And this continual revelation is indicated
in the Pentateuch by the very frequent occurrence of the words,
"The Lord spake unto Moses, saying." For they mark off and
distinguish one subject from another, and thus one state of the
church from another, as well as one state of the individual from
another. And truly how often we should be lost, in our spiritual
difficulties, were it not for the help we get Irorn some part of the
\Vord turning- up in cur rninds and shining w ith a new light ju~t

when we need help or consolation. But w e do not enlarge on this
theme, because we have the other sections before us. And with
regard to the JlleOlory of the past, we may plainly discern that as
this book commences with this, so it continues, because in general
it represents that state of man in which he reflects on the Lord's
past mercies, and also looks forward towards future states of
heavenly blessedness.

I n c(~llsidering- the second section there is a certain interesting
point which eng-ages our attention as we note its connection with
the first, which is that Moses speaks or writes as if the journey
from Horeb to Kadesh, and then from Kadesh to the conquest of the
Amoritcs, had been continuous, altogether ignoring the thirty-eight
years' wandcr iruz , because in the internal sense there is a continuity,
the series of ternptations denoted by the forty years being- involved
in the first journey from Horeb to Kadcsh, and then in the second
departure Irorn Kadcsh on the journey" to con fliet with the Amorites
and victory over them. And yet it is a fact that Moses and Aaron,
and the leaders allied w it h them, must have known a very great
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many things that had befallen the wanderers in the course of the
thirty-eight years. Hence we see, therefore, that the books of Moses
were written not from Moses himself, but from the Lord, for the
sake of the internal sense; for ot herwise, writ ing as an ordinary
historian without Divine direction, it is not likely that tl~is greyt
gap in the actual history would have occurred. But, leaving this,
we connect our first and second sections, and see that the stay at
Horeb represents a state of the instruc.tion of the spiritua! man :
the experience in the wilderness, which IS recorded, further Instruc
tion combined with some ternptations ; and the conquest of the
Amorites his subjugation of the po\\'cr of evil in g-eneral by !he
Lord's command and under His direction; so that this second section
really consists of two p~lrt~, narnel):, the. injunc~ion to conquer evil
in its general form and In Its essential principle In the natural man,
and the instruction that the spiritual man should be governed by
the truths of the \Vord in an orderlv manner. And we must not
forget that the words of t~e g~eat "'la\vgive,r he~e! in their .inner
sense describe a retrospective view of man S spiritual experience,
just such a view, in truth, as most Christians would naturally take
when being advanced in life and in real religious experience, they
looked back over the years and remembered their early instruction,
their first conflicts, their delight in the 'Yord, their acquirement of
good principles and the regulation of their lives according to them,
and above all their real victories over evil in the natural mind, under
Divine guidance. . ..

Again, we are to observe that the first part of th!s. section Inv?lves
much more than the mere direction that the spiritual man IS to
overcome evil : for there is the course of exploration, or the self
examination that must precede the actual conflict. For a man
cannot conquer evils in himself of which he is not conscious; and
how can he gain the victorv over essential evil unless he knows
what it is? Of evil in ~eneral everybody has some idea; but how
is one to know what the essential evil is that is denoted by Og the
king of Bashan except from the litesal and spiritual senses of the
Word? And hence, therefore, the importance of the explanation
given in A.E. 1638, where it is shown that Og the king of Bashan
was of the Rephaim (giants), and that he denotes, on that account,
those uiho, above all others, are in tile love of self, and that, there
fore, he signifies essential evil; but see also .1\'13t1. xxii. 3i-40, and
163-164, and note well that the love of self and the world are, there
fore, the causes of all evil, but especially selfishness, for this. word
means the perverted love of self, and not that love when subordinated
to and in harmony with heavenly love. And observe also that
exploration is denoted by visiting- the various places, and that, in
the second part of the section, the ordination and arrarurcrnent of
truths which shall ~O\'ern, and had governed, the spiritual man is
particularly the subject of reflection, showirur that impnrt inlity in
judg-ment, as well a s subordination, arc absolutely necessary in
natural and spiritual things alike. For the motives frorn which we
judge, and the reverence with which we reg-ard the higher orders
of g-ood and truth, require carefully to be considered. .

And now, in coming to the third section, we learn that at this
particular stage in his progress the reg('nerating man reflects upon
many more thing-s that have happened to hirn ; and we nlay be sure
that his view of past events is beneficial to him, because it enables
him to consider well his own past weaknesses, his present helpless
ness apart from the Lord, the continual mercy of the Lord under
all his trials, and that, by His never-failing protection and help, he
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can maintain the warfare in the conflicts still before hirn , and gain
the victory (hat is to be followed by external peace and rest. He
thinks, therefore, on the sore temptations he once endured, which
are denoted by the great and terrible wilderness ; of the encourage
ment he had received from the study of, and Irorn his delight in,
the Word of the Lord. represented by the sojourn at Kadcsh-barnea;
and he dwells upon the stimulating effects of Divine Truth in urging
him forward to further triumphs, denoted by the cheering words of
his leader; while at the same time he remembers, too, his willingness
and eagerness to explore his own life both as to evil and as to good,
signified by the Israelites being so very anxious to search the land.

But again, the spiritual man, in this transition state, is aware
of the joy he once felt internally in thinking that his aspirations
were in agreement with the Divine \\·ord, denoted by the pleasure
of Moses ; and he rejoices now that great and abundant truths and
earnest affections had been freely supplied to him, whereby he had
discerned the glory and power of love to the Lord, signified by
going up into the mountain ; the delightfulness of a life of charity,
represented by the grapes brought from the valley of Eshcol ; the
strengthening power of good works, which are the real fruits of
heavenly love, of charity, and of the faith therewith conjoined; and
the value of the good news, and the firm assurance of final success,
which are represented in the narrative by the word brought back,
arid by the confidence of those who gave the good report, and trusted
sincerely in the Lord their God.

But not only does the man of the church, in his advanced state,
remember the good things he has felt, thought and done; he remem
bers also the evil. I t is true that those who were now about to
en ter the promised land were not the same as those who had perished
in the thirty-eight years' wandcrirur. Yet Moses addresses them as
if they had been, since they could represent the rebellious. For
every man of the church is. of himself, apart from the Lord,
naturally disposed to evil, and is not willing to fight ag-ainst it and
enter into a state of good. Besides which, the persons to whom
Moses was now speaking- were the children of those who had
rebelled, and so inherited the tendencies of their parents, and there
fore what was said to them was calculated to convince them of the
fact that, by their own po\yer and unaided, they certainly would not,
representatively, fight :.g-ainst evil and enter into a state of good.
And here, indeed, all regenernt irur persons are conscious of their
own shortcomings, and will confess that the evil and false principles
which they have abandoned cannot enter into heaven; and that
neither can any w ho cherish such principles ever do so. And there
fore this is the picture presented to the spiritual man when he reflects
upon past states of evil that would have overcome him. and even in
his advanced state would overcome him, but for the 1l1erCV and
Iovinrr-kindness and protection of the Lord. -

And thus, then, \VC may all very wisely remember that the merely
natural man w ill not accept the heavenly life, even as some of the
Israelites would not go up, and that it is disobedient both to Divine
Good and Divine Truth, even as these people were. For this man,
from his own life, is constantly discontented; he thinks that the
Lord hates him, and that, apart from that life, he would be without
any life at all; and thus that he would sufTer the g-reatest of evils,
which is represented by the state of the dissatisfied I sraclitcs. More
over, the merely natural man thinks, and even the spiritual man,
when tempted, that no ascent can be made towards heavenly things;
he loses courage at the contemplation of the great power of evils

and falsities; he considers that merely natural truths are strongly
defended, and that persuasions of Ialsit v Irorn selfish love are uncon
querable, all which things are sjgnifi~)d by the people of Canaan
that were to he opposed, and by the gigantic race of the Annkim.
But, on the other hand, the spiritual natural man has 110 cause to
fear either evil or falsity; for the \\"ord assures him that the Lord
will fight (or him in his temptations, even as he had done in redeem
iog him from the absolute power of evil, and in causing him to be
victorious in his former trials; for Divine Good adequately supports
those who are in Divine Truths, and gives them consolation from
their delight in truths, even although their life of charity is not as
yet fully confirmed, all these things being correspondentially expressed
in the encouraging advice given by Moses,

Still, however, the merely natural man ~s no faith in Divine
Truth as manifested from Divine Good, although he was outwardly
guided thereby in the various stages of his life's journey, Divine
Love enlightening him in states of obscurity, and being accom
modated to him in his states of brightness. And therefore it happens
inevitably that this natural man is averted from the Lord, confirms
himself in evil, and no longer. desires to enter the heavenly state,
as is represented by the Israelites who did not believe, in spite of
being so miraculously led; by the Lord's wrath : bv His adjuration ;
and by His determination that none who had rebelled should enter
the promised land.

But now there is also the rernembrancc that the heavenly life is
just as inevitably confirmed to the good, as is denoted again by the
oath of the Lord, not because the Lord has need to thus confirm
anything, but because goodness itself is that life, and is assured to
the celestial, who are denoted by Caleb of the tribe of Judah; to
the spiritual, who are signified by Joshua of the tribe of Ephraim ;
and to the natural, who are represented by the people in general,
3880, 6275, 4i9i2 ; while all who are in evil are averted from the
Lord, are in a state of obscurity through the rejection of the truth,
and are confirrned in their own life, as is denoted by the people
who had rebelled being condemned to wander in the wilderness by
the way to the Red Sea.

And lastly, there is also the recollection that all who seek, from
merely external and selfish motives, rashly to oppose evil, and thus
to enter into the heavenlv state, are unable to do so, because it is
not possible that evil can overcome evil, this being- represented bv
the failure of those who so eagerly attacke-d the Arnor ite s. but were
repulsed. For as g-oodness constitutes the heaven lv li fe , so selfishness
constitutes the \'ery essence of the infernal life. ~
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Su~t~IARY OF THE SPIRITUAL SENSE

THE CONTE!':TS OF EACH VERSE

CHAPTER II

I. Concerning the state of apparent natural good in which the
spiritual man had been, as to its distinction from the ultimate good
of the Celestial, verso 1-8.

2. Also concerning his state as to adulterated good, vera 9; as to a
reminiscence, verso 13-16; and as to falsified truth, verso 17-19.

3. And also concerning the conquest of evil and falsity in general,
and the resulting new state of the natural man, vers, 24-37.

4. That direful persuasions of evil and falsity from corrupted
natural good, and also from man's corporeal and sensual life, had
prevailed' in ancient times, but that the Lord, in His work of
Redemption and Glorification, had delivered mankind therefrom,
verso 10-12.

5. And that other persuasions of falsity of different kinds had also
formerly prevailed, from which the man of the church had been
delivered by the Lord, even through the medium of imperfect states
both as to truth and good, verso 20-2 3.

7. For thereby is the con
junction of the "spiritual man
with the I40rd when he em
bodies goods and truths in his
life with all his power ; and
the Lord knows all the states
through which the spiritual
ITIan passes in temptations;
nay, He is present with him
in all and each; and g'ood and
truth are never wanting',

6. But, nevertheless, that
the good and truth of the
spiritual man are derived from
the g-ood and truth of the
celestial, and thus the spiritual
man is nourished.

4. And still that, by influx,
the man of the church would
be in a state of natural good
f r0l11 the Lord as to I-I is
I) ivine Nat u ra I; a s tate III 0 S t
external and remote f rom tha t
of those in the natural degree
of the celestial heaven, and
therefore inducing aversion
there, and a holy caution to
the m~ of the church,

5. Lest he should violate
~ood; because he cannot be
in celestial good, even in the
natural degree of the Celestial,
and because the Celestial only
can realize that good, which
is the External of the inmost
heaven.

8. But he is separated from
the celestial in the natural who
are in the light of truth imme
diately proceeding from good;
from their external; from their
strong affection for truth; and
from their strong- understand
ing thereof; while, on the
other hand, he is exposed to
the obscurity of a state of
corrupted natural good.

7. For the LORO·thv God
hath blessed thee in ill the
work of thy hand: he hath
known thy walking through
this great wilderness : these
forty years the fJORD thy
God hath been with thee";
thou hast lacked nothing.

8. So we passed by from
our brethren the children of
Esau, which dwell in Seir,
from the \vay of the Arabah
from Elath and from Ezion
geber. And we turned and
passed by the way of the
wilderness of Moab.

6. Ye shall purchase food
of them for money, that ye
may eat j and ye shall also
buy water of them for
money, that ye may drink.

4. And command thou the
people, saying, Ye are to
pass through the border of
.your brethren the children
of Esau, which dwell in
Seir; and they shall be
afraid of you: take ye good
heed unto yourselves there
fore:

5. Contend not with them:
for. I will not give you of
their land, no, not so much

. as for the sole of the foot
to tread on : because I have
given mount Seir unto Esau
for a possession.

I. Further, the spiritual
man reflects that his progress
had been through a state of
obscurity and temptation, on
account of influx from the
hells, as, indeed, had been
predicted concerning hirn ; but
nevertheless, through celes tial
love, help had been received
from the Lord continually.

2. But at length there had
been revelation from the Lord
by Divine Truth giving the
perception,

3. That a change of state
was about to occur in which
there would be the greatest
obscurity as to truths.

I. Then we turned, and
took our journey into the
wilderness by the way to the
Red Sea, as the LORD spake
unto me : and we compassed
mount Seir many days.

3. Ye have compassed
this mountain long enough:
turn you northward.

2. And the LORD spake
unto me, saying,

22
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(). And the l .. ORD said
un-to me, Vex not Moab,
neither contend with them
in battle: for I will not giye
thee of his land for a pos
session; because I have
given Ar unto the children
of Lot for a possession.

10. (The I~minl dwelt
therein aforetime, a people
great, "and many, and tall,
as the Anakirn :

I I. These also are ac
counted Rephaim, as the
Anakirn : but the Moabites
call them Emim.

12. The Horites also dwelt
in Seir aforetirne, but the
children of Esau succeeded
them; and they destroyed
them from before them, and
dwelt in their stead: as
Israel did unto the land of
his possession, which the
I--IORD gave unto them.)

'3. Now rise up, and get
you over the brook Zered.
And we went over the brook
Zered,

9. But still it is r ernc rn
bered that instruction had
been gi\"en, that this state
could not be violently removed
either by opposing affections
or truths; also that it could
not be permanent with the
spiritual man, seeing that its
falsi ties are derived from the
perverted Sensual, are opposed
entirely to charity, and can
Iorrn an external only for
those who are in evil.

10. (For terrible falsities
formerly sprang from a con
firmed state of merelv natural
)O\"C, and have affected the
will, undcrstanding and life of
man, even as do the falsities
springing from the pride of
intelligence.

I I. For these falsities from
merelv natural love have their
origiri in selfish love, like
those springing from the pride
of sclf-intelligence; but their
quality varies with those who
are in corrupted good, with
whom they inspire fear.

12. Gross persuasions of
falsity from corrupted celestial
love also devastated the
church in ancient tirnes : but
the Lord, by the assumption
and glorification of His
Human Nature, overcame and
expelled such, and thus pro
vided for the existence of the
Spiritual Church, and the
formation of the spiritual
heavens. )

1 J. And therefore there
nlust needs have been an
elevation of state, and a pass
ing- from the state of adul
terated good. And this actu
ally occurred.

14. And the days in which
we came from Kadesh
barnea, until we were come
oyer the brook Zered, were
thirty and eight years; until
all the generation of the
men of war were consumed
from the midst of the camp,
as the LORD sware unto
them.

15. Moreover the hand of
the LORD was against them,
to destroy them from the
midst of· the camp, until
they were consumed.

16. So it carne to pass,
when all the 111en of war
were consumed arid dead
from among the people,

17. That the I ... ORD spake
unto me, saying,

]8. Thou art this day to
pass over Ar, the border of
Moab :

19. And when thou earn
est nigh over against the
children of .:Ymmon, vex
them not, nor contend with
them: for I wi ll not give
thee of the land of the
children of Amrnon for a
possession: because I have
given it unto the children of
Lot for a possession.

20. (That also is ac-

J 4. Besides which it is re
mernbered that various fluc
tuations had been experienced
between states of the affection
of truth and states of cor
rupted good, until the bound
ary was passed, involving a
complete course of trial and
a new state of good, until the
evil affections and false per
suasions which had rejected
the' heavcnlv life had been re
moved, so t~hat heavenly order
Inig-ht prevail on the one hand,
and a state of confirmed evil
on the other.

15. For the power of Divine
Truth from Divine Good is
continually exerted against
opposing evils and errors,
without which there could be
no heavenly order; and the
evil must b~ entirely vastated.

16. And it had therefore
happened, when :111 opposition
both Irorn falsities and evils
had been removed,

J 7. That a new state of en
lightenment had succeeded,

] R. Because corrupted good
with its e ssent ia l Ialsit v w as
to be rernovcd : .

J 9. j\ nd fa lsi f cat ions 0 f
truth were to he discarded
both in affection and thoug-ht.
since these could form no part
of the heavenly life, and
appertained to the corrupted
Sensual.

20. (And there also are
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counted a land of Rephaim :
Rephaim dwelt therein
aforetime; but the Ammon
ites call them Zarnzummim;

2 I. 1\ people great, and
many, and tall, as the .Ana
kim; but the LORD de
stroyed them before them;
and they succeeded them,
and dwelt in their stead:

22. As he did for the
children of Esau, which
dwell in Seir, when he de
stroyed the Horites from
before them; and they suc
ceeded them, and dwelt in
their stead even unto this
day:

23. And the Avvirn which
dwelt in villages as far as
Gaza, the Caphtorim, which
carne forth out of Caphtor,
destroyed them, and dwelt
in their stead.)

. 24. Rise ye lip, take your
Journey, and pass over the
valley of Arnon : behold, I
have given into thine hand
Sihon the Amorite, king of
lIeshbon , and his land:
begin to possess it, and con
tend with him in battle.

25. This day will I begin
to put the dread of thee and

gigantic falsities from selfish
love, and there they had
always prevailed, their quality
according to the state of those
who falsify truths, and at the
same time are inflated with
the mere love of knowledge,
being changed.

2 I. For they had powerfully
affected the will, understand
ing and life of those whom
they had captivated, but falsi
fied tru ths from sensual love
had overpowered these also,
had succeeded them, arid had
desolated the Spiritual Church.

22. So also the Lord had
provided that those who were
in natural good remotely de..
rived from celestial good
should expel gross persuasions
of falsity, a state of natural
g-ood succeeding and becorn
ing perpetual.

23. Extreme falsities also,
having relation to faith with
out charity, had formerly pre
vailed in the church, but had
been afterwards expelled by
those in merely external
rituals, who succeeded in their
place.)

24. And hence the man of
the church had been elevated,
and had passed beyond the
boundary of such evils, as
belonging to those who adul
terate good, to the subjection
of falsities from evil in the
perverted understanding, a
state of natural good succeed
i~g through victory in tempta
tion.

25. For the Lord had en
abled the spiritual man to

the fear of thee upon the
peoples that are under the
whole heaven, who shall
hear the report of thee, and
shall tremble, and be in
anguish because of thee.

26. And I sent messen
gers out of the wilderness
of Kedemoth unto Sihon
king of Heshbon with words
of peace, saying,

27. Let me pass through
thy land: I will go along
by the high \vay, I will
neither turn unto the right
hand nor to the left.

. 28. Thou shalt sell me
food for money, that I may
eat; and give me water for
money, that I may drink:
only let me pass through on
my feet;

29. As the children of
Esau which dwell in Seir,
and the Moabites wh ich
dwell in Ar, did unto me;
until I shall pass oyer Jor
dan into the land which the
LORD our God giveth us.

ovcrcorne the evils of the
natural man under the influ
ence of the fear of punish
ment, or of the consequences
inwardly and outwardly of
indulging- in merely natural
love; and those who are in
evils of this kind interpret the
truth according to their state,
believing that it is such as it
appears outwardly, and brings
upon the disobedient both out
ward calamities and inward
torture.

26. Moreover, the spiritual
man, in his earlier states, had
even temporized with the
falsities and evils of the
natural man, conceiving that
he must enjoy their delights,
and thinking, in that state,

27. That he might safelv
thus indulge himself, provided
only that he adhered to the
truth of the literal sense of the
Word, and did not go aside
from the straight path of
Integrity either into positive
evil or error.

28. For he had believed
that merely natural delights
supported the spiritual man,
if the truth should be out
wardly observed, and also that
natural knowledges did the
same under the same con
ditions, being deluded by his
desire to gratify the natural
ma n.

29. For alrcadv he had been
thus aided by apparent natural
good by means of na tural
truth, and even by corrupted
states of good and their, so
called, truths; and therefore
he had imagined that even
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30. But Sihon king of
Heshbon would not let us
pass by him: for the LORD
thy God hardened his spirit,
and made his heart obsti
nate, that he might deliver
him into thy hand, as at this
day.

31. And the LORD said
unto Ole, Behold, I have
begun to deliver up Sihon
and his land before thee:
begin to possess, that thou
mayest inherit his land.

merely natural delight might
be enjoyed, until the boundary
between evil and good should
he overpassed, and the hea
verily state reached through
Divine Good by means of
Divine 'Truth.

30. But experience had
taught that falsity in the
understanding from evil in the
will is not thus compliant; for
this falsity is truly opposed
to Divine Good, and confirms
a state of evil; and that hence
it had been subdued by Divine
Truth, and a perpetually pre
vailing state of good had been
established.

3 I. And the spiritual man
had been enabled to perceive
from the Lord, that the evil of
the merely natural man would
be gradually subdued and
overcome, and that each step
in the process must be taken
by rnan , as it were, from
himself.

35. Onl v the cattle we
took for a prey unto our
selves, with the spoil of the
cities which we had taken.

36. From ..Aroer, which is
on the edge of the valley of
Arnon, and front the city
that is in the vallev, even
unto Gilead, there was not
a city too high for us: the
LORD our God delivered up
all before us:

37. Onlv to the land of
the children of Ammon thou
earnest not near: all the side
of the river Jabbok, and the
cities of the hill country,
and wheresoever the LORD
our God forbad us.

35. ,\ nd by this means the
natural affections had become
serviceable to the spiritual
rna n , a s well as the na tu ral
knowledges of g-ood and truth,
which had been acquired
under the influence of selfish
motives;

16. From falsities the 1110St

cxternal, arising f rom cor
rupted natural delight, through
those of the Sensual, even to
interior natural delights; for
no falsity is too powerful to
be conquered: and good and
truth from the Lord can pre
vail over all.

37. But it had been for
bidden that the spiritual man
should confirm falsified truths,
which are to be erndica ted and
dispersed, as well as falsities
from ev il, and evils themselves
of every kind.

32. Then Sihon carne out
against us, he and all his
people, unto battle at Jahaz.

.,.) ....And the LiaRD our
God delivered him up before
us; and we smote him, and
his sons, and all his people.

34. And we took all his
cities at that time, and utterly
destroyed every inhabited
city, with the women and
the little ones; we left none
remaining:

32. For falsity from evil
had with all its po\vers
strongly attacked the regener
ating spiritual man in a fluc
tuating state between evil and
good.

33. But the Lord had de
livered him through the opera
tion of Divine Good and
Truth , and falsity was con
quered both internally and
externally, and as to every
particular thereof.

34. And in tha t conflict
false doctrines were entirely
overthrown, with the affection
from which they originated :
yea, every affection of falsity
in its impurity, and every
incipient principle thereof.

REFERE~CES :\~ J) !\ ()TES

1. The Israelites turning and taking their journey into the wilder
ness by the \\-ay of the I~ed Sea, as the Lord had spoken, denotes
the reflection of the spiritual man that his progress had }H'CIl throutrh
a state of obscurity and temptation, 011 account of influx Irom thr
hells, as, indeed, had been predicted concerning- him, 3f'5-l, 6:!26,
1457, 2708, 2234, 8099 , 2001, 295 1 ; and their cOlllpassing- mount Seir
many days denotes that, nevertheless, throug-h rclc-t ial love hel].
had been received from the Lord continually, 2<)i3, 1(liS, 47bO, But
observe that it was [rom celestial lovr- hv nu-a ns of .. apparent g-ood
in the will part of the natural Blind," P. I(l75.

2. The Lord speaking- unto Moses. saying-, denotes that there had
been revelation from the Lord by Divine Truth giving the percep
tion, 2001, 2951, 7010, 1822.

3. u You have compassed this mountain long- enough: turn you
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northward;" denotes that a change of state was about to occur in
which there would be the greatest obscurity as to truths, 2973, 1675,
h226, 370~. But this involves that the former state U was advanced
to the full, and that it is t imc Tor the soul to advance to knowledges
of truth from a celestial origin (it.E. 40527), that is, to truths
derived from the genuine love of good," P.

4. "i\nd COI11I11:1nO thou the people, saying, Ye are to pass through
the border of your brethren the children of Esau, which dwell in
Scir," denotes that still, by influx, the man of the church would be
in a state of natural g-ood from the Lord as to His Divine Nature,
5486, 1259, 1822, 39y2, 8063, 1222, 3302, 1293, 1675; H and they shall
be afraid of vou " denotes a state 1110st external and remote from
that of those "'in the natural degree of the celestial heaven, because
by the border is denoted what is 1110st external, 8063, and by Esau
and Seir is denoted the Lord's Human Essence as to celestial love,
and therefore, as applied to man, the natural degree of the celestial
heaven, 1675, 4374, while by the children of Esau being afraid of
the Israelites is denoted aversion from contrariety of state, 2543·
and "lake ve good heed unto yourself therefore" denotes a hoi;
caution to the inan of the Spiritual Church, who could not realize
t_~: J{ood of the ~elestial, as is evident. But by taking Esau and
Seir In the Opposite sense, as denoting only apparent natural good,
the interpretation becomes that the spiritual man H should leave on
one side the ex tcrna l states of charity derived from the apparent
natural good which is in the will before regeneration, which also
reverences, and fears to ofTend against, the truths of faith," 1'. But
because, in this verse, the children of Esau are called brethren,
1222, and the children of Israel pf!ople, 1259, and the former are not
SPOkf'~l of as enemies to b,; overcome, therefore the foregoing inter
pret;.ttlon was adopt:d, seclfl.g- that the term "brethren" is properly
ap'p~lcable to what IS celestial, and the term U people" to what is
spiritua l.

~. U,~ont('nd .not with thorn " denotes lest he should violate good,
5903 ; for I \\'111 not give you of their land " denotes that he cannot
be in celestial good, 8899; "no, not so much as for the sole of the
foot to tread on," denotes even in the natural degree of the Celestial,
2 J62; and "lx-cause I have given mount Seir unto Esau for a
pos.sess.ion" d~'notes that the. Celestial only can realize that good
\\·,.hlch IS t he k~t(~rnal of the inmost hr-aven , 8899, 16i5, 4374, 4384,
2h58. But the Interpretation in harmonv with the series on a lower
pl.me is that th~l nlal~ .of the church should not" c(:nfound apparent
natural good with spiritual good, for the church \\'111 not be formed
in such states, not even as to its lowest natural things' for the
Lord has so ordered it that this voluntary part of the nat~ral mind
receives influx Irorn Him without the intervention of truths by an
internal wnv;" 1>.,5963, J675, 8899, 2162, 1460.

6. "\\" shall purchase food of them for 1110ney, that ye may eat:
and ve shall also buy water of them for rnonev that ve 111ay drink"
denotes. that, nevertheless, the good and truth' of the spiritual m~n
are derived from the good and truth of the celestial man, and that
thus the spiritual man is nourished, 3654, 2937, 1480, 2702, 3168.

7. "For the I~ord thy (;od hath blessed thee in all the \\"ork of
thy har:d," denotes that thereby is the conjunction of 'the spiritual
man \YJth the Lord, ,,"hen he enlbodies goods and truths in his life

with all his power, 2001, 3514, 5148, 878; H he hath known thy walk
ing forth through this great wilderness " denotes that He knows all
the states through which the spiritual man passes in his temptations,
519, 2708; U these forty years the Lord thy God hath been with
thee" denotes the presence of the Lord in all and each of his
temptations, 2001, 730; and "thou hast lacked nothirur " denotes.
evidently, that good and truth are never wunt iruz , X474.

8. Passing by their brethren the children of Esau which dwelt in
Seir, denotes separation from the Celestial in the Natural, who an'
in the light of truth immediately proceeding- from g-ood, 3Qq2, 1222,
1675, 2714; Irorn the way of the ...\rabah denotes from their External,
1292; from Elath denotes from their strong affection for truth,
because by Elath is meant a hind, strength, or an oak, and thus it
denotes a strong affection for truth, 64 13, 1442, 1443; and from
Ezion-geber denotes their strong understanding thereof, because by
this word is meant the counsel of the strong nlan, and thus it
denotes such understanding, and because it was a part of the terri
tory of the children of Esau, 3322; while turning and passing- bv
the way of the wilderness of Moab denotes that, on the other hand,
there is exposure to the obscurity of a state of corrupted natural
good, 2234, 2io8, 2468. But considering the country of Esau to
denote apparent natural good, it is evident that a decline frOIH that
good to the state re-presented by l\loab is indicated, J'. 2468.

,9. The l ..ord having said to Moses, denotes the remembrance that
instruction had been given, 200), 1822, jOIO; "V('x not Moab,
neither contend with them in battle," denotes that this state could
not be violently removed either by opposing affections or trut hs ,
because not to vex means not to be an advorsnrv, 91 I.t, a nd rt-f rain
ing !rOlll war 111('(1n5 the .saIne. 1664, 683; "for·. \\~i11 not give thee
of hIS land for a poss(,~slon" denotes that the sta u- of adulterated
good could not be permanent with the spiritual rnan, ~g99, 2468 ,
3654, 2658; and "because I have given Ar unto the children of Lot
for a possession" denotes U seeing that its falsities are derived from
the perverted Sensual," since Ar of Moab was a r it v , and therefor.
denotes falsities, 402, and Lot denotes the perverted Sensual, 1ol2S.

10. The Emirn dwclliru; there aforet irne denotes that tr-rr ible
falsities formerlv sprang- Irorn a confirmed state of mr-rclv natural
love, 16733, 1293, 10,55°; and a people g-reat, and 111:111)'.· and tall,
as the Anakirn, denotes that tlu-v have affected t he will, t hr- under
standing and the life of man, (:v('n as do falsities sprin~ing- [rom
the pride of intelligence, 1259, 222j, .~81, SRJ' chap. i. 2~, 5320.

II. These also being accounted Rcphuirn denotes that falsitit'~

from merely natural love have their orig-in in selfish 10\"(', 581; ;\S

the Anakim, denotes like those spring-ing- Irorn the pr idr- ~)f ~t'lf
intellig-ence, 583; and the Moabit es calling- t hr-m Emim denote-s that
their quality varies with those in corrupted good, with \\'hOIl1 t hev
inspire fear, Ibi3\ 144. '

It may be observed here that the Rephairn nrc g-eIH'r:tll\" tnkr-n to
mean gigantic, that Zuzim means rich es, and that Ernirn means
terrible, while the Horites mean dweilers in ca'L'cs: and that, con
sidered in their order 3S nanled in Gf'tl. xiv. 5-h, the\' \\"ill thence
denote respectively persuasions of falsity froln ~('Ifi~h lovp, frolll thfl
love of the world, frorn Increly natural 10\"(', and fronl sf'nsual and
corporeal love, '307, ]6<)4, 986., 2463-
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12. 'The Horites dwelling in Seir aforet imc, denotes that gross per
suasions of falsity from corrupted celestial love also devastated the
church in ancient times, Ib75; the children of Esau succeeding them,
destroying them before them, and dwelling in their stead, denotes
that the Lord, by the assumption and glorification of His Human
Nature, overcame and expelled such, thus providing for the exist
ence of the Spiritual Church, 1675, 2402, 1293; and as Israel did
unto the land of their possession, which the Lord gave unto them,
denotes the formation of the spiritual heavens, 3654, 2402, 2618,

37°5, 2658, 2833. But still it is true that, in a lower sense, this
verse teaches how man, as of himself, "by natural good from
external motives, when it had destroyed those evils, and taken their
place in the mind, by spiritual influences from heaven, is finally
enabled to drive out evils from the interiors of the soul" (P.). For
what is said in the higher sense of the Lord '5 work of redemption
and of His glorification is true in a lower sense of man's personal
deliverance from evil and his reception of good through regeneration.

13. "No\v rise up, and get you over the brook Zered;" denotes an
elevation of state and a passing from the state of adulterated good,
1543, 399 2 , 2468 ; and their going over the brook Zered denotes that
this actually happened, and that there had been a realization of
good, because by Zered, or rather the valley of Zered, is rneant
luxuriant grouith, and thus it denotes good, 2646-j, 427 1, 1723.

14. The days in which they carne Irorn Kadcsh-barnen, until they
were come over the brook Zered being- thirty and eight years,
denotes that various fluctuations had been experienced between states
of the affection of truth and states of. corrupted good until the
boundary was passed, involving a complete course of trial and a
new state of g-ood, 'lSi, 3335, 2503, 2i02, chap. i.-ii., v, 13, 9082, 22j6,
2044; and until all the g-eneration of the men of war had been
consumed Irorn the midst of the camp, as the Lord sware unto
thern , denotes unt il the evil a tTections and false persuasions which
had rejected the hr-avcnlv life had been removed, so that hcavenlv
order murht prr-va il on thr- one hand and a st nt» of confirmed {";II
on the other, Q042, 166-lJ 10.43 1 , 200, 4236, 2001, 2842.

15. The hand of the Lord being- against t lu-rn to dcst roy t hern
Irorn the faC'(' of the c.unp denotes that the po\Y{\r of Divin« Truth
frorn IJi\"~lle Good ~s continually exerted against opposing evils and
errors, w it hout w h ich there would be no hcavcnlv i order, and the
evil must I){\ ent ircly vastutcd, SiS, 2001, 239i, 200,.4236, 10.43 I.

'0. It COIning- to pass whe n n ll the' mrn of w n r wvrr- con s un u-d
and dead lrorn all10ng the people, denotes that it had happened when
all opposition Ir orn falsities and cv ils had been removed, 4Q7Q, 1664,
10,43 1, 8 1, 125<).

The apparent threefold repetition here is no doubt intended to
teach how thoroughly evil and falsity must be rejected in order that
the heavenly life of love and faith nlay be established, Q825.

17. The Lord speaking unto ~Ioses, and saying. denotes that a
new state of enlightenment had succeeded, 2001, 2951, ;010, 1822.

IS. "Thou art this day to pass over Ar, the border of Moab,"
denotes that corrupted g-ood with its essential f alsitv was to be
renl0ved, 487, 3Q92, 402, ~o63, 2468.

19· "t\nd when thou cornest nigh unto the children of An1l110n, vex
thern not, nor contend with them," denotes that falsifications of
truth were t~ be discarded both in affection and thought, 3572, 2468 ,
931.f, 1664, 683 ; "for I will not give thee of the land of the children
of Ammon for a possession" denotes that these could Iorrn no part
?f the heavenly life, 8899, 3705, 2658; and "because I have gIven
It unto. the children of Lot for a possession" denotes that these
appertained only to the corrupted Sensual, J428.

20•. That also bein~ accounted a land of Rephairn ; Rephairn
d\velh?g there aforetirne ; and the Ammonites calling thern ZaJl1
zumrnrm, denotes that there also are gigantic falsities from selfish
love and there they had ahv~ys prevailed, their quality according to
~he state .of those "rho falsify truths, and at the same time are
Inflated WIth the mere love of knowledge, being changed, because
by Z~mzummim is meant humming or thinking wickedly, and there
fore 3 It denotes the mere love of knowledge for selfish purposes,
1673 , 1293, 10,55 0 , 144, 4408, 590, 1472 •

21. A people great, and many, and tall, as the Anakim denotes
that ~hese falsities had powerfully affected the will, unde;standing
and h~e of those whom they had captivated, 1259, 2227, 581, 583,
.~hap. I". 28, 5320 j and the Lord destroying them before the Ammon
Ites~ their succeeding them, and dwelling in their stead, denotes that
falsified truths from sensual love had overpowered these also, had
succeeded them, and had desolated the Spiritual Church, 2001, 239i,
2468, 1293.

22. As He did for the children of Esau which dwell in Seir
when He destroyed the Horites from before them and they succeeded
them, and dwelt in their stead even unto this day, denotes that so
also the Lor~ had prQvided. that those who were in natural good
remote~y, derived from celestial good, should expel gross persuasions
of falsity, a state of natural good· succeeding- and bccornirur per
rnanent, 2001, 1675, J293, 239i, verso II, 12, 2838.

23· And the Avvirn which dwelt in villnges as far as (;a7a. dr-notr-s
extreme falsities, having relation to faith without charit v Iormer lv
prevailing in the church, because by the ...\vvin1 are meant thing"s
crooked,. per'vcr~e or: 'U.',,?ng, and therefore they denote falsities, 3527

end, their dwelling In Villages denotes that thev were most external,
12 93 , . 327° , and Gaza, by which is mr-ant stron g , or a goal, denotes
"having relation to faith without charity," since this plan\ wa-, :t

part ~)f the .countr~ of the Philistines, 3727 end, 4 I ()()s, I Iqi; and
the Capht.onnl.' \\·hl~h carne forth out of Caphtor, dpstr()ying tlH'I11

and dwelling III their stead, denotes those in faith a loru- h:1(1 br-e-n
afterwards expelled by those in merely e x tr-r nal rituals, w ho suc
ceeded in their place, because by Caphtor is meant a lenob or
pOlnegra'lafe, and therefore it denotes those in rncrelv external
rituals, .and yet in R?od,. 9552,. 1 H)4, and the Caphtorim ·destroying
the Avvirn, and dwelling 10 their stead, dr-notes that those in external
rituals expelled those in faith alone and succeeded in their place,
2397, 1293.

24. The Israelites rising up a nd taking their journey denotes that
thence the man of the church had been elevated and had rnade
progress, 1543, 1457; their passing o\'er the valley of Arnon denotes
that he had passed the boundary of those \vho \vere in adulterated
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28. "Thou shalt sell me food for money, that I Inay eat," denotes
the belief that merely natural delights supported the spiritual man,
4758, 678, 2954, 2187 ; "and give Inc water for money, that I Inay
drink," denotes the belief that natural knowledge did the same under
the same conditions, 4758, 2702, 2954, 3168; and" only let me pass
through on my feet" denotes delusion from his desire to gratify the
natural man, 3992, 2162.

29. "As the children of Esau which dwr-ll in Seir did unto me"
denotes that already he had been thus aided by apparent natural
good by rneans of natural truth, 1675, 4240, 1293; "as the Moabites
which dwell in Ar did unto me" denotes that already he had been

good, 3992, 1292, 5196, 2468; "behold, I have given into thy hand
Sihon the AITIOrite, king of Heshbon , and his land," denotes the
subjection of falsities trOITI evil in the perverted understanding, 8899,
878, 4317, 18572, Ib82, Nurn. x x i. 25; and "begin to possess it, and
contend with him in battle, tt denotes that a state of natural good
succeeds through victory in temptation, because the land of Sihon
denotes evil in general, since he was an Amorite, 1857, but when it
comes into the possession of the Israelites, it then denotes a state
of natural good from the Lord, 16iS"I, and contending in battle
denotes temptation, 1664, while beginning to possess evidently implies
victory, 2658.

25. "This day will I begin to put the dread of thee and the fear
of thee upon the peoples that are under the whole heaven, who shall
hear the report of thee, and shall tremble, and be in anguish because
of thee," denotes that the Lord had enabled the spiritual man to
overcome the evils of the natural man, under the influence of the fear
of punishment, or of the consequences, inwardly and outwardly, of
indulging in merely natural love; and that those who are in evils
of this kind interpret the truth according to their state, believing
that it is such as it appears outwardly, and brings upon the dis
obedient both outward calamities and inward torture, 2001, 2838,986,
2069, 1733, 93 1I, 3654, 83 18•

26. Moses sending messengers out of the wilderness of Kedernoth
unto Sihon king of Heshbon with -words of peace, saying, denotes
that the spiritual man, in his earlier states, had temporized with
the falsities and evils of the natural man, conceiving that he must
enjoy their delights, and thinking in that state, because Moses here
represents the people whom he governed, 3654; sending messengers
with words of peace denotes temporizing. 4239, J288, 5662; out of
the wilderness denotes from the obscure sta te in which he was, 2j08;
by Kedernoth is meant eastuiard, and therefore it denotes a state of
good relatively, 1250; Sihon king of Heshbon den?tes the falsities
and evils of the merely natural man, ver. 24; sayIng denotes per
ception, 1822; and it is said" conceiving in that state that he must
enjoy their delights and thinking'." because this is implied and
involved in the words of peace, 5662.

27. "Let me pass through thy land" denotes that he might safely
indulg-e himself, ]857; "I will go along by the high way " denotes
provided only he adhered to the truth of the literal sense of the
Word, 3335, 2234; and "I will neither turn unto the right hand
nor to the left" denotes not going aside from the straight path of
integrity either into positive evil or error, 48J6, 95) J.

aided by corrupted states of good and their so-called truths, 2468,
402, 1428; and" until I shall pass over Jordan into the land which
the Lord our God giveth us " denotes that therefore he had irnag incd
that even merely natural delight might be enjoyed until the boundary
between evil and good should be overpassed, and the heavenly state
reached through Divine Good by means of Divine Truth, 90 1'" 3j05,
2001, 8899.

30. Sihon king of Heshbon not letting them pass by him denotes
that falsity in the understanding from evil in the will is not thus
compliant, ver, 24. 3992; the Lord God hardening his spirit and
making his heart obdurate denotes that this falsity is truly opposed
to Divine Good and confirms a state of evil, 2001, 7272, 9818; and the
Lord delivering Sihon into the hand of the Israelites, as it was that
day, denotes 'that hence falsity from evil had been subdued by Divine
Truth, and that a perpetually prevailing state of good had been
established, 2001, 5544, 2838.

31. The Lord saying' unto Moses, "Behold, I have begun to
deliver up Sihon and his land before thee," denotes that the spiritual
man had been enabled to perceive from the Lord tha t the evil of the
merely natural man would be gradually subdued and overcome, 200],
1822, 7010, 2838, vera 24, JO,550; and U begin to possess, that thou
mayest inherit his land," denotes that each step in the process must
be taken by man, as it were, from himself, 1560, 2658.

32. Sihon corning' out against them, he and all his people, unto
battle at jahaz, denotes that falsity from evil had with all its powers
strongly attacked the regenerating spiritual man in a fluctuating
state between evil and good, ver. 24, 1259, 1664, Nurn, xxi. 23.

33. The Lord God. delivering him up before thern : and their
smiting him, and his sons, and his people, denotes that the Lord
had delivered him through the operation of Divine Good and Truth,
and that falsity "":1S conquered both internally and externally, and
as to every particular thereof, 2001, 10,550, 425 1 , ver, 24, 59 12, 1259.

34. Taking' all his cities at that time, and utterly destroying every
inhabited city, with the women and the little ones, leaving none
remaining, denotes that, in that conflict, false doctrines were entirely
overthrown, with the affection from which they originated; yea,
every affection of falsity" in its impurity, and every incipient pr inciple
thereof, 402, ]0,510, 9 193, 3066, 5946, 5~710.

35. The cattle being taken for themselves, with the spoil of t he
cities that they had taken, denotes that by this means the natural
affections had become serviceable to the spiritual man, as well as
the natural knowledges, of good and truth, which had been acquired
under the influence of selfish motives, 6126, 6134, 32424, 40 2 , 1857-.

36. From Aroer, which is on the edge of the valley of Arnon,
denotes from falsities the most external arising from corrupted
natural delight because by Aroer is meant flaked, bare, and therefore
it denotes, in this connection, falsities the most external, 402, 165,
the edge denotes what is most external, 8063, a valley denotes a
low state, 1292, and by Arnon is meant rejoicing, and therefore it
denotes, here, merely natural delight, 1292; the city that is in the
valley, even unto Gilead, denotes through those of the sensual even
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there is, as vet , something of selfishness in the life of the spiritual
man here mentioned, and therefore it is properly called "apparent
natural good," which also reverences and fears to offend against the
truths of faith" (P.). But it is to be carefully observed that merely
natural love, or affection, or good docs not reverence and fear to
offend against the truths of faith, but that it is merely natural
good influenced by good from the Lord which does this; and hence
we can see how the Edomites, from the point of view here taken, or
rather the being on the border of the Edornites, nlay denote this
mixed state, or this apparent state of natural good, in the man of
the church, the Israelites, in this case, denoting the truths of faith.
But see the remarks at the end of the explanation of ver, 4; and
note that what is said here equally applies to the remaining part
of the section, as a comparison of the two interpretations w ill
show, ~

There is one point, however, which may be here mentioned in
connection with the contents of this first section, and it is that,
without the changes of state signified by passing by the Edornites,
the Moabites and the Ammonites, it would be impossible for the
spiritual-natural man really to overcome either evil in general, repre
sented by the Arnorites, or essential evil, represented by Og the king
of Bashan and his people. And yet it is unavoidable that there
should be such preparatory states; and concerning them we read:
"Pure good, that is, good with which no evil is mixed, docs not
exist with man, nor pure truth, that is, truth with which no falsity
is mixed ; for the Voluntary of man is nothing but evil, and from
it falsity is continually inflowing' into his Intellectual. For, as is
known, man hereditarily derives to himself the evil that has been
successively accumulated by his parents, and from this evil he him
self produces evil in act and makes it his own, and still superadds
evils from himself. But the evils with man are of various kinds ~

there are evils with. which goods cannot be mixed, and there are
evils with which they can; the case is the same with falsities; and
unless this were the case, no man-could ever be regenerated," 3993 8 •

Examples of each kind, then, follow, of which this is one: "l-Ie
who believes that man is saved by believing well, and not by willing'
well and nevertheless does wi] l well, and in consequence thereof does
what is good, this falsity is one with which good and truth can be
conjoined; but not if he does not will well, and thence do what i<;
good," 3993 J J. However, we now pass on to the next sections, and
these we will consider briefly, as their subjects have been previously
before us.

As the regenerating man is required gradually to put ofT all
apparent, or mixed states of good and truth, before he can be fully
in the heavenly state, it is evident that he is required to pass by the
state signified by being in the border of the Edomites; and the same
thing, therefore, is equally applicable to the states of adulterated
good and of falsified truth, signified respectively by the Moabites
and the Ammonites, And concerning these we read as follows :
"<The nature and quality of that religiosity which is signified by
Moab and the sons of Ammon may appear from their origin, which
is here described (Gen. xix, 30-38), and also from many passages in
the historical and prophetical parts of the Word, where they are
named. In general they denote those who are in external worship,
which appears in some respect holy, but not in internal worship,
and who eagerly embrace as goods and truths the things which
are of external worship, but reject and despise the things which are
of internal worship, Such worship and such a relig-iosity takes root
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to interior natural delights, 402, 1292, 4 117; not a city being too
high for them denotes that no falsity was too powerful to be con
quered, 402, 13°7; and the Lord their God delivering uP. all before
them denotes that good and truth from the Lord can prevail over all,
2001, 8899, 10,550.

37. Not corning near the land of the children of ~mmon; nor the
side of the river Jabbok· nor the cities of the hill country; nor
wheresoever the Lord God forbad them, denotes that it had been
forbidden that the spiritual man should confirm falsifi~d. truths,
which are to be eradicated and dispersed, as well as falsities from
evil, and evils themselves of every kind, S88J' ?46~, 4270, 402, 795,
2001. By jabbok is meant pouring ~ut, or drssrpaho!",. and therefo~e
it denotes, in this place, the rooting out of falsities, and their
dispersion, 1309. .. .•. .

The first thing to be noticed In connection with this chapter IS
that the Israelites took their journey into the ,vildernes~ by the way
of the Red Sea, as the Lord luui spoken (Num. XIV. :5), thus
indicating that the event occurred immediately after the condemna
tion of the unfaithful spies. But it is then. directly added, ":\nd
we compassed mount Seir many days," referring to an evcn~ which
did not take place until the forti:th year of the wandering' t • as
recorded in Num. xx. 14-2 I. And this, of course, shows that nothing
is recorded in the Word as to the doings of the Israelites between
the t\VO sojourns at Kadesh mentioned respectively in Num. xiii. and
xx, But as this matter is spoken of in the commentary on the last
chapter we may now proceed to consider the internal sense of the
first section.

Two things are mentioned in the first verse, name~y, being in t~e
wilderness by the \vay of the Red Sea, and compassing mount Seir
many days; and, spiritually, they stand for opp~site states, the former
denoting temptation under the influence of evil from the hells, and
the latter the state of good which afforded protection from the Lord.
For there is really no protection from the Lord in temptation except
the state of good: and thence the state of .truth !n which the ~rso.n
tempted is. And, moreover, the result of victory In any temptation JS

confirmation in the truth which agrees with the good of that state.
It follows, therefore, that there was such a state, and that it is
represented by turning northward, as the referen.ces sho~v. Ar:d now,
in considering ver. 4, we find most important Instructto~, since ,~'e

are here reminded that man is both strengthened and enlightened In
all his advancing states of regeneration by influx from the I)ivi~e

I Iurnan, which in the supreme sense is represented by nl0~nt Seir,
bv Esau and by Edom; that the natural degree of the celestial man,or of the man of the third heaven, is very much superior, as to the
quality of its good, to the natural degree of the spiritual man ,vhic.h
is represented by the Israelites passing through !he bor~er of their
brethren the children of Esau; and that there IS aversron on the
part of those who are in the natural deg~e~ of the celestial heaven
from those in the same degree of the spiritual heaven, because of
t lu- contrnrietv of their states, since the natural degree of the
Spiritual, in the state here described as the border, was beyond the
limits of the natural good of the Celestial, and not because of even
the slightest degree of hatred or dislike; for the hi~her the position
which anyone occupies in the heavens, the less Will he ~e affected
with such feelings, when yet it might appear to .th.ose In a lower
state as if the "aversion" partook somewhat of dislike. But then,
why is there this feeling wh ich is represen ted by fear? I t is because
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in those who are in natural good, but who despise others in com
parison with themselves:' these persons are not unlike fruits whose
external form is not unbeautiful, but which are inwardly mouldy and
rotten.... In the beginning, indeed, this is not so, but successively,
for they suffer themselves to be easily imbued vvith all sorts of
things, which are called goods, and thus with all sorts of falsities,
which they' think are truths, because they confirm them, and this
because they despise the interior things of worship, and they despise
them because they are in the love of sel f. . . . Their quality in the
beginning, when their good is not as yet so much defiled, is thus
described.... ' Do not straiten Moab, nor meddle w ith them in
war, because I will not give thee inheritance of his land, for I have
given Ar for an inheritance unto the sons of Lot' (Deut. ii.8-9)·
And concerning the sons of Ammon, 'Jehovah spake to Moses,
Thou this day shalt pass Ar, the border of l\loab, and shalt come
nigh over against the sons of Ammon, neither straiten them nor
meddle with them, because I will not give thee inheritance of the
land of the sons of Ammon, for I have given it for an inheritance
to the sons of Lot ' (Deut. ii. 17-19); Ar denotes such good; Moab
and the sons of Ammon denote those who are in such good, but in
the beginning, wherefore it is commanded that they should not be
straitened. Hence it is that Moab drove out the Emim and Rephaim,
who were as the Enakirn, and that the" sons of Ammon drove out
also the Rephaim, whom they called Sarnsumrnim (Deut. ii. 9- 1 1 ,

1~-21). By the Ernim, Rephairn, Enakim and Samsurnmirn are sig
nified those who were imbued with persuasions of evil and falsity (see
Nos. 581, 1673); by Moab and the sons of Ammon are here signified
those who were not as yet imbued (with such persuasions); but these
al~o, \vh~n. they beca~e i'!1bue~, that is, when their good was defiled
WIth Ialsities, were likewise driven out (see Num. xxi, 2 1-3I; Ezek.
xxv, 8-1 I)," 2468.

N?\v this. quotation is a good general commentary on several
part!c~lars In ou~ chapter; b.ut we have still to notice the peculiar
relll~nlscence \VhIC~ occ.urs In verso 13-16, where we are again
reminded of the thirty-eight years' wandering', and of the death of
those. who had been unwilling to go. forward to the conquest of the
prot~Ised land, and of the safe arrival of their successors upon a
portion of the country that was henceforth to be their possession.
And yet no particulars are given of the long series of trials which
~he survivors must have experienced. The general series of the
internal sens~ of this reminisce?ce, ~owever, is sufficiently clear, and
we Inay proh~ably refl~ct upon It. 1 he whole forty years' wandering
of the Israelites describes, according to the correspondence of that
number, the complete state of trial and temptation throurrh which
we must all pass i!" our spiritual life. Ar;d, .ind:ed, there is ~o escape
from al~ these. I~ or we are born hereditarily Into all kinds of evils
and their consequent falsities, nor can this be avoided in any case;
and although we are not responsible for this, and are not therebv
prevent:d from exercising our free choice between these hereditary
tendencies and the good and true principles of life which we receive
fro~ t~e Lord through instruction exte~nally and by influx internally,
yet It IS a fact that we have all experienced a fall into actual evils
and errors, and for these we are responsible. Hence, therefore, we
s~e clearly that we cannot be regenerated and receive the heavenlv
life of the love of good for its own sake \,vithout a full course of
temptations. F?r our evils mus.t be removed before the special form
of good for which each of us IS adapted can be realized and this
cannot be done in a moment. We have, therefore, re~lIy to be

thankfu.l to the Lord for being led by Him safely through these
ternptations ; an~ as .\\"e advance we come to rejoice in our new life,
and to feel that It \vIII be an eternal inheritance. This, then, is one
p~rt of the representation. But the thirty-eight years presents us
WIth another aspect of it. For thirty also denotes completeness, and
~lso some\vha~ of. combat, while eig-ht signifies a new state. 1113t
IS, the ne\v life IS the result of victory. And lastly, there is the
death of the fearful men of war, which on the one hand denotes
the vastation of the wicked, but on the other the rejection by the
regenerated. man of the. evils and the errors they represent.

And now It only .remalns !O make a few rernark s on the latter part
o.f tI?e chapter, which describes the conquest of the Arnorites. This
SIgnIfies,. a~ we have ~lore tl~a.n once learned, that the spiritual mnn ,
as a preliminary step In renlizing the heavenlv life, must first of all,
and by the Divine aid, overcome evil in gener;ll. And why ? Clearly
because he does not, as yet, know fully what essential evil is, nor
does he know the partic,"!lar evils of his own unregenerate life, which
are denoted by the nations to be subdued in the land of Canaan
beyond.the Jordan: But concerning the conquest of evil in general,
t~e series of th~ Jnter~al sen~, and the explanation following it,
gIve some very Jr:te~estlng parhc!1lars. Although all victory is due
to the Lord, ~et It IS the man himself who is required to contend,
and must begin to possess the land. 111at is, he must subdue his
o\~n natural man. But at first he offers simply to go over it. I-Ie
thinks that perh~ps he may be selfish and good at the same time;
he knows. that his natural powers are a necessary part of his life,
a~d he thinks t~at h~ nlay. use . them and still go along the king's
highway, B~t In this h~ IS mistaken, since .he does not sec, just
y~t, that .talsl~Y. fro..r:1 evil, represented by Sihon, is not the true
·kl.ng. !t IS DIvln~ I ruth, or the \Vord, that must govern; but not
With evil a? a motive, and therefore evil must be removed, and good
B1U.St take lt~ place... · The natural man belong-s properly to the Lord"
Th.IS, then, IS our great lesson. 'Ve must not rest until we have
gained ~his very irn~rtant victory'; and we must usc all our spiritual
pow~rs In order to br~ng our n~tural powers not only into subjection,
bUJ: Into harmony \Vlt~ the hijrhcr life. And with this prevailing
thought we must continue the conflict as it is described in the next
chapter, energized and strengthened by our success so far. .
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SUl\I~JARY OF THE SPIRITUAL SENSE

CI-I.i\.P1"EI~ II I

Tne CONTENTS OF EACH VERSE

I. I t is remembered by the spiritual man how essential evil with
its falsities had been overcome by the Divine Goodness, and by the
po\ver of the Divine Truth ; and also how the natural affections and
faculties had become his property for application to heavenly uses,
verso 1-7.

2. It is reflected also that the conjunction of evil in general with
essential evil had been broken in the natural man, and that it had
come under the control of faith in the understanding in the external,
of faith producing good works interiorly, and of the new will of
good internally, verso 8-17.

3. Further, it is shown that without the co-operation of the natural
man with the spiritual in conflict against evil no advance could have
been made, while yet the natural man remains distinguished from
the spiritual, verso 18-20.

4. Nevertheless, it is the internal man that operates from the Lord
a.gainst evil, and, indeed, the Lord alone fights for man in ternpta
han, verso 21-22.

5. But the man of the church, as from himself, is earnest in prayer
for the realization of the heavenly life internally, yet he who remains
in. external or representative worship only cannot do so, although his
mind may be elevated so as to contemplate its glories, verso 23-27.

6. And thus, while the spiritual man is victorious when he is
obedient to Divine Truth, the merely natural man remains in his
low and obscure state, verso 28-29.

7. And thus evcrv good
affection of the natural man,
and every true principle from
the Lord, had become the
property of the spiritual ma n.

3. And thus it had hap
pened. For evil had been
conquered by the po\\'er of
Divine Good) with all its
falsities, and this until the
temptation had entirely ceased.

4. And thus the po\vers of
the natural man as to doctrine
had become subservient to the
spiritual man, and this as to
every particular, through a
full course of temptations.

5. And these evil principles
had been strongly defended,
either from sensual, natural
or rational considerations,
while there were numerous
others, more remote, corn
paratively unprotected.

and externallv : even as falsi
ties from cvil in general had
been overcome when mani
fested powerfully Irorn the
w ill in the human under
standing,

6. But, nevcrtheless, they
had been conquered, even as
had been falsities from evil in
general in the human under
standing; yea, they had been
conquered as to the evils from
which they sprang, as to the
affections of falsity matured,
and as to all incipient falsities.

8. And thus, too, all evils in
genera], and the essential
principle of evil, were expelled
from the government of the

s. All these ','ere cities
fenced with high wa lls,
gates, and bars; beside the
unwalled towns a great
many.

didst unto Sihon king of the
Amorites, which dwelt at
Heshbon.

4. And we took all his
cities at that time; there ',"3S

not a city which we took not
from them; threescore cities,
all the region of Argob, the
kingdom of Og in Bashan.

6. And we utterly de
stroyed them, as we did unto
Sihon king of Heshbon,
utterly destroying eyery in
habited city, with the women
and the little ones.

3. So the LORD our God
delivered into our hand Og
also, the king of Bashan,
and all his people: and we
smote him until none was
left to him- remaining.

i. But all the cattle, and
the spoil of the cities, we
took for a' prey unto our
selves.

8. And we took the land
at that time out of the hand
of the t\VO kings of the
Amorites that were beyond

I. Further, it is now re
membered that essential evil
itself had been encountered,
and the falsities from that evil,
in a state when good was
beginning to be confirmed.

2. Arid perception had been
given that falsity from essen
tial evil was not to be feared,
because good from the Lord
\vas all-power!ul to overcome
evil and falsity both internally

2. And the LORD said
unto me, Fear him not: for
I have delivered him, and
all his people, and his land,
into thy hand; and thou
shalt do unto him as thou

4°

I. Then we turned, and
went up the \\"ay to Bashan :
and Og the king of Bashan
came out against us, he and
all his people, unto battle at
Edrei.
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jordan, from the valley of
Arnon unto mount Herrnon :

9. (lT1hich Hermon the
Sidonians call Sirjan, and
the Amorites call it Senir;)

10. All the cines of the
plain, and all Gilead, and
all Bashan, unto Salecah
and Edrei, cities of the king
dom of Og in Bashan ,

I I. (For only Og king of
Bashan remained of the
remnant of the Rephaim;
behold, his bedstead was a
bedstead of iron; is it not in
Rabbah of the children of
Ammon? nine cubits was
the length thereof, and four
cubits the breadth of it, after
the cubit of a man.)

12. And this land we took
in possession at that time:
from Aroer, which is by the
valley of Arnon, and half
the hill country of Gilead,
and the cities thereof, gave

natural man, which had been
beyond the influence of the
literal sense of the Word, and
had been given up to falsities
from evil in general, conjoined
with falsities from essential
evil,

9. [Which those in merely
natural knowledges regard as
a defence, and those in evils
are most delighted with, as
being the ultimate expression
of their aversion from good.)

10. All exterior principles of
good, all interior principles of
good, and all inmost natural
g-ood, together with the truths
internal and external, by
which good is confirmed, be
coming the property of the
spiritual man.

I I. (For essential evil had
been derived from the de
scendants of the corrupted
celestial race, the persuasions
of falsity from which are
exceedingly strong, as if they
were natural truths, being
powerful as a receptacle and
resting-place for evil; for they
are, indeed, falsifications of
the truth of the Word, by
which argumentations against
good are maintained ; and
there the conjunction of evil
and falsity both in essence and
Form is complete, so that their
quality appears to be that of
genuine truth.)

12. And thus the natural
man had been made subser
vient to the spiritual in that
state of the church, namely,
sensual truths, and natural
affections of truth, with
natural delights, all of these

I unto the Reubenites and
to the Gadites :

13...And the rest of
Gilead, and all Bashan, the
kingdom of Og, gave I unto
the half tribe of l\lanasseh;
all the region of Argob,
even a11 Bashan. (The same
is called the land of
Rephaim.

14. Jair the SOil of Manas
seh took all the region of
Argob, unto the border of
the Geshurites and the
Maacathites; and called
them, even Bashan, after his
own name, Havvoth-jair,
unto this day.)

IS...And I gave Gilead
unto Machir.

16. Arid unto the Reuben
ites, and unto the Gadites
gave from Gilead even unto
the valley of Arnon, the
middle of "'the valley, and the
border thereof; even unto
the river Jabbok, which is
the border of the children of
Ammon;

17. The Arabah also, and
Jordan and the border
thereof, from Chinnereth

having become the property of
those in faith as to the under
standing and in good works ;

13. \\Thile more interior
natural delijr hts , with affec
tions of truth conjoined to
good, appertained to the new
will of good, including inmost
natural good and its truths.
(These had formerly been
degraded by the corrupted
celestial race.

14. But those w ho are en
lightened in truths from the
new will of good are now in
possession thereof, even to the
ultimate truths of the natural
man where the limit exists
between truth and falsity and
between good and evil : but
when they come under the
power of the enlightened new
~atural rnan, then their quality
IS changed, .and they become
perpetual doctrine derived
from Divine Truth.]

]5. But the interior delights
of the natural man are con
trolled by the natural under
standing derived from the new
wiII of good;

16. Arid its external de
lights by faith in the under
standing and good works, in
cluding- separation frorn cor
rupted good t and the first
realizations of genuine good
and truth on the one hand, and
the first insinuation of truth
into Rood, w i t h the dispersion
of falsifications of truth on the
other;

17" And also external de
lights and truths from the
\\rord, which are in their
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even unto the sea of the
Arabah, the Salt Sea, under
the slopes of Pisgah east
ward.

18. And I commanded
you at that time, saying,
'I'he LORn your God hath
given you th is land to pos
sess it: ye shall pass over
armed before your brethren
the children of Israel, all the
men of valour.

19. But your wives, and
. your little ones, and your
cattle, (I know that ye have
much cattle,) shall abide in
your cities which I have
given you;

20. Until the LORI) give
rest unto your brethren, as
unto you, and they also
possess the land which the
I..JORD your God giveth them
beyond jordan : then shall
ye return every man. unto
his possession, which I have
given you.

21. And I commanded
Joshua at that time, saying,
Thine eyes have seen all

receptacles in the natural un
derstanding and extend them
selves to ultimates where the
natural affections prevail and
falsities originate; and yet
where the natural under
standing is capable. of being
elevated into the light of truth
proceeding frorn Divine
Good.

18. And it is remembered
also how Divine Truth had
taught the man of the church
in the past, that he should
COOle into the possession of
the natural man; and that the
na tural man should co-oper
ate with the spiritual in
conflict against ev il , and the
attainment of the heavenly
lifc, when charity bcgan to
rule, and the natural good to
prevail.

19. But yet that the natural
affections of truth and natural
affections of good, mature and
incipient, should remain intact
and distinguished from the
spiritual, because in the
natural affections the spiritual
are in their fulness and power
from natural love conjoined
with spiritual love.

20. But the conflict against
all interior evils, as well as
exterior, is to be accom
plished, and good must reign
in the interior man, as well
as in the exterior, by the
po\vcr of Divine Good and
Divine Truth, before the
natural man can be fully at
rest and in peace.

21. And, indeed, Di\~ine

Truth had, in the past states
of the church, stimulated the

that the LORD your God
hath done unto "these t\VO
kings: so shall the Lonn
do unto all the kingdoms
whither thou goest over,

22. Ye shall not fear
them: for the LORD your
God, he it is that "'fighteth
for you.

23. And I besought the
LORD at that time, saying,

24. 0 Lord (;OD, thou
hast begun to shew thy ser
vant thy greatness, and thy
strong hand: for what god
is there in heaven or in
earth, that can do according
to thy works, and according
to thy mighty acts?

2S. Let me go overt I
pray thee, and see the good
land that is beyond Jordan,
that goodly mountain, and
Lebanon.

26. But the L,()RD was
wroth with me for your
sakes, and hearkened not
unto me: and the IJoRD
said unto me, Let it suffice
thee; speak no more unto
me of this matter.

spiritual man in his conflicts
against evil in gencral, and
against essential evil, giving
him the perception that as
these had been subdued s6 far
by the po\ver of the Lord, so
Blust evil be fully conquered
in the interiors as well as
outwardly.

22. Also that there was no
cause for fear, seeing that thc
Lord alone fights for man;

23. And also, in those past
states, earnest prayer had
been ofTered,

2..J. That as thc man of the
church had been helped in
overcoming' thc powers of
evil, first from natural good
and truth in their strength,
because these are the outward
manifestations, that no merely
natural cffort, internal or ex
ternal, could prevail as does
Divine Good conjoined with
Truth both in the will and
understanding of the natural
man;

25. So he might be aided in
the acquisition of the truly
hcavenlv life, which is a life
of love" to t he Lord and the
neighbour, or of Rood and
truth in thc higher degrees
ofthc III ind .

26. But the reply had been
that no merclv external w or
ship and devotion which really
cause aversion Irorn the l ..ord ,
and which prevail in the rc
presentative of a church, could
secure conjunction with the
Lord; and the perception had
been given that such merely
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I~EFERENCES AND NOTES

I. The Israelites turning and going up the \\'ay to Bashan denotes
the remembrunce that essential evil itself had been encountered,
because going up signifies advance, 154), a \v.ay sig!1ifies doctrine,
2234, and Bashan means in the tooth, ttl ~1ze rvo~y, In the. chang;,
in the sleep, thus denoting a state of essential falsity and evil, 4424 '

2j. Get thee up into the
top of Pisgah, and lift up
thine eyes westward, and
northward, and southward,
and eastward, and behold
with thine eyes: for thou
shalt not go over this
Jordan.

28. But charge Joshua,
and encourage him, and
strengthen him: for he shall
go over before this people,
and he shrill cause them to
inherit the land which thou
shalt see.

29. So we abode in the
valley over against Beth
peor.

natural men Blust remain in
their own life, and cannot
really enter into interior truths
and their delights.

27. But that, nevertheless,
the natural understanding
could be elevated, so as to
perceive good and truth in
obscurity and good and .truth
in brightness, while yet the
natural will, alone, could
never enter into the enjoyment
of the truly spiritual life.

28. And so the Lord had
comrnanded that the man of
the church should be stimu
lated to know, and feel, and
determine that only truth in
wardly combating against evil
could really lead him into the
heavenly state, and that only
this truth can bring the ex
ternal man into harmony with
the internal.

29. And thus it had hap
pened that the representative
of a church had remained in
external things merely; and
thus also it happens to the
man of the Spiritual Church
so long as he clings to natural
delig-hts alone, and to natural
truths alone.

61883 , 41362, 150, A,.E. J638; and Og the king of Bashan coming'
out against them, he and all his people, unto battle at Edrei , denotes
and also the falsities of that evil in a state when good was beginning
to be confirmed, because Og 111eanS a cake, and thus, in a good
sense, charity, and in the opposite sense the love of the w or ld, 7978,
as a king he denotes falsi ty, A .E. 1638, 1682; corning au there
denotes evil influx, 533j, with all his people denotes with falsities,
subordinate, 1259, and going out to battle at Edrei denotes conflict,
when good begins to be confirmed, Edrei meaning a very great
mass or cloud, and the death oj the wicked, 1047, 6119, and war
denoting spiritual conflict or temptation, 1664.

2. The Lord having said to Moses, "Fear him not," denotes that
perception had been. given that essential evil was not to be feared,
vera I, 2001, 1822, JOIO,.... 1787; "I have delivered him, and all his
people, and his land, into thy hand," denotes that good from the
Lord was all-powerful to overcome evil and falsity, both internally
and externally, 200 1, ~9, ver. I, 878, 1259, 1733; "and thou shal t
do unto him as thou didst unto Sihon king of the Amorites, which
dwelt in Heshbon," denotes even as falsities from evil in general had
been overcome when manifested powerfully from the will in the
understanding, 5264, ver, I, chap. ii. 24.

3. The Lord their (;0<1 delivering into their hand Og also, the
king of Bashan, and all his people; and their smiting- him until
none was left to him rernainirrg, denotes that thus it had happened.
For evil had been conquered, by the po\ver of Divine Good, with all
its falsities, and this until the temptation had entirely ceased, 2001,
8899, 878, ver, I, 5897 1 0 •

4. Taking all his cities at that time, not one being omitted, and
there being threescore cities, all the region of Argob, the kingdom
of Og in Bashan, denotes that thus the powers of the natural man
as to doctrine had become subservient to the spiritual man, and this
as to every particular, through a full course of temptations, 402 to

2625, 683, 3306, vel. I. ;\rgob means a turf 0/ earth, a fat laud,
the curse oj the 'l,Vell , or stony, and these correspondences describe
the state of the natural man as to the will and the intellect, Ji33,
270 2 , 643·

5. All these being fenced with high walls, gates, and bars; beside
the unwalled towns a grea t III an)" , denotes tha t these evil principles
had been strongly defended either from sensual, natural or rational
considerations, while there were numerous others rnore remote COJll

paratively unprotected, 64 19, 402", 32jo.

6. Utterly destroying the cities, as was done unto Sihon king of
Heshbon, utterly destroying every inhabited city, with the women
and the little ones, denotes that nevertheless they had been con
quered, even as had been falsities from evil in g-eneral in the human
understanding; yea, they had been conquered as to the evils frorn
which they sprang, as to the affections of falsity matured, and as
to all incipient falsities, 10,5JO, 9J93, 402, ver. 2, 3066, 5946.

7· All the cattle and the spoil of the cities being- taken for a prev
unto themselves denotes that thus every good affection of the natural
man, and every true principle from the Lord, had become the property
of the spiritual man, 6126,6134, 32424, 185 r.
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8. Taking the land at that time out of the hand of the two kings
of the Arnorites that were beyond Jordan, from the valley of Arnon
unto mount Hermon, denotes that thus, too, all evils in general,
and the essential principle of evil, were expelled from the govern
ment of the natural man, which had been beyond the influence of the
literal sense of the \Vord, and had been given up to falsities from
evil in general, conjoined with those from essential evil, 1733, 2625,
878, 5194, 1682, 1857, 1585, 4255, 1292 , chap. ii. 36, 9193. By
Hermon is meant anathema, destruction, and hence the last reference.

9. "\Vhich Hermon the Sidonians call Sirion, and the Amorites
call it Senir," denotes that those in merely natural knowledges regard
the intense falsities of essential evil as a defence; and that those in
evils are most delighted with them, as being the ultimate expression
of their aversion from good, because by the Sidonians are denoted
those in merely natural knowledges, 1201; by Sirion is meant a
breastplate, and therefore it denotes a defence, 1788; the Amorites
denote evil in general, 1857; and by Senir is meant lantern, lamp,
or he that shouis, and therefore it denotes the ultimate expression of
the aversion of evil from good, 4335 2

, 144.

10. All the cities of the plain, denotes all exterior principles of
good, 402, 1585; all Gilead denotes all interior principles of good,
4 117 ; and all Bashan denotes all inmost natural good, ver. I; and
unto Salecah and Edrei, cities of the kingdom of Og in Bashan,
denotes with truths internal and external by which good is confirmed,
402, ver. I.

I I. Only Og king of Bashan having remained, denotes that
essential evil had been derived frOITI the descendants of the cor
rupted celestial race, ver. I, 581; of the remnant of the Rephaim
denotes persuasions of falsity which are exceedingly strong, chap. ii.
II; his bedstead being a bedstead of iron denotes natural truths
powerful as a receptacle and resting-place for evil, 6463, 425; it being
in Rabbah of the children of AIninon denotes falsifications of the
truth of the Word by which arjrumentations against good are main
tairu-d, because Rnbbah means pO'll'er!"I, disputatiue , and the
Ammonites denote falsifications of truth, 7318, 2468; nine cubits
the length thereof, and four cubits the breadth of it, denotes that
there conjunction of evil and falsity both in essence and Iorrn is
complete, 2075, 1686, 1613, 45i4; and the measurement being after
the cubit of a man denotes that their quality appears to be that of
genuine truth, 648. .

12. Taking that land into possession at that time denotes that
thus the natural man had been made subservient to the spiritual in
that state of the church, ver. 10, 2658, 2625; from Aroer, which is
by the valley of Arnon, and half the hill countrv of Gilead, and the
cities thereof, denotes sensual truths, and natural affections of truth,
with natural delights, chap. ii. 36, 795, 4 117, 402, 9488, 9530; and
g-iving these unto the Reubenites and to the Gadites denotes that
they become the property of those in faith as to the understanding,
and in good works, 8899, 3863; 3934. -

13. The rest of Gilead and all Bashan, the k irurdorn of Og, denotes
more interior natural delights, with affections of truths conjoined to
good, 4117, ver. 1, 2lii; being given to the half tribe of Manasseh
denotes what appertained to the new will of good, 8899, 9530, 6295;

all the region of Argob, even all Bashan, denotes including inmost
natural good and its truths, ver, 4-; and U the same is called the
land of Rephairn, denotes that these had formerly been degraded by
the corrupted celestial race, 58 I.

14. jair the son of Manasseh taking all the region of Argob
denotes that those who are enlightened in truths [rom the new will
of good are now in possession thereof, because Jair means one who
is enlightened, and therefore he denotes truth from good, 3 195, 6275;
for Argob see ver, 4; the border of the Geshurites and the Maacath
ites denotes even to the ultimate truths of the natural man, where
the limit exists between good and falsity and between good and evil,
because a border signifies a ljmit, 8063; Geshur means the sight oj
the valley, the vale 0/ the ox, or the vale 0/ the wall, and thus
denotes the truth of natural good, 2150, 2180, 6419, 1723; l\laacah
means pressed, squeezed, injured, and therefore denotes natural good
itself with its restraints, 9196; and calling them, even Bashan, after
his own name, Havvoth-jair, unto this day, denotes that when they
come under the power of the enlightened new natural man, then
their quality is changed, and they become perpetual doctrine, derived
from Divine Truth, ver. I, ][45, 402, 2838.

15. U And I gave Gilead unto l\lachir" denotes that the interior
delights of the natural man are controlled by the natural under
standing derived from the new will of good, 7010, 8899, 4117, Num.
xxvi. 29. Machir means he who sells, and therefore he denotes
alienation from selfish love, 4758, and, as the son of Manasseh, he
denotes the new understanding from the new will of good, 59 J2,

6275.

16. Unto the Reubenites and unto the Gadites giving from Gilead
unto the valley of Arnon, the middle of the valley and the border
thereof, even unto the river' Jabbok, which is the border of the
children of Ammon, denotes its external delights controlled by faith
in the understanding and good works, including separation from
corrupted good and the first realization of genuine good and truth
on the one hand, and the first insinuation of truth into good with
the dispersion of falsifications of truth on the other, 3863, 3934. 8899,
41 17, chap. ii, 36, 200, 8063, 2468, 4270.

17. The Arabah also, and Jordan and the border thereof, denotes
external delights and truths from the Word, 1292, 1585, 8063; Irorn
Chinnereth unto the sea of the Arabah, the Salt Sea, denotes which
are in their receptacles in the natural understanding, and extend
themselves to ultimates where the natural affections prevail and
falsities originate, because by Chinnereth is meant basin-shaped,
and therefore it denotes a receptacle, 9394, the sea denotes a collection
of knowledges or truths in the external man, and thus implies
another receptacle, 28, the Arabah denotes ultimate natural affections,
and the Salt Sea denotes falsities from lusts, 1666; and under the
slopes, or springs, of Pisgah eastv.....ard, denotes where the natural
understanding is capable of being elevated into the light of truth
proceeding from Divine Good, 9422, 2702, 79$., Num. xxiii. 14, 1258.

18. Moses commanding them at that time, saying, denotes that it
is remembered how Divine Truth had taught the man of the church
in the past, 7010, 5486, 2625. 1822; "The Lord your God hath given
you this land to possess it" denotes that he should come into the

E
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possession of the natural man, 2001, 8899, 3705, 2658; and U ye shall
pass over armed before your brethren the children of Israel, all the
men of valour," denotes ·that the natural man ,should co-operate with
the spiritual in conflict against evil, and in the attainment of the
heavenly life, when charity began to rule and natural good to prevail,
NUl1l. xxxii. 20-2 I, 1585, 2686, 1222, 3654, 6343.

H). "But your wives, and your little ones, and your cattle, (I know
that ye have much cattle.) shall abide in your cities which I have
given you," denotes that the natural affections of truth and natural
affections of good, mature and incipient, should remain intact and
distinguished from the spiritual, because the spiritual are in their
fulness and power from natural love conjoined with spiritual love,
5946, 6126, 6134, 2230, 1293, 402, 8899.

20. U Until the Lord give rest unto your brethren, as unto you,
and they also possess the land which the Lord your God giveth
them beyond Jordan: then shall ye return every man unto his
possession, which I have given you," denotes that conflict against
interior evils, as well as exterior, is to be accomplished, and good
must reign in the interior man, as well as in the exterior, by the
power of Divine Good and Divine Truth, before the natural man
can be fully at rest and peace, 2001, 8899, 10,054, 1222, 3654, 2658,
3io5, 1585, 2288.

21. Moses commanding Joshua at that time, saying, denotes that
indeed Divine Truth had in past states stimulated the spiritual man,
70 10, 5486, 2625, 8595, 1822; "Thine eyes have seen all that the Lord
your God hath done unto these two kings" denotes in his conflicts
against evil in general and against essential evil giving him the
perception, 1857, verso 1-2, 2150, 2001. 2618; and" so shall the Lord
do unto all the kingdoms whither thou goest over" denotes that as
these had been subdued so far by the power of the Lord, so must
evil be conquered in the interiors as well as externally, 2001, 2618,
2547, 1585-

22. "Ye shall not fear them: for the Lord your God, he it is that
fighteth for you," denotes that there was no cause for fear, seeing
that the Lord alone fights for man in all his spiritual conflicts, 2543,
2001, 63.

23. Moses beseeching the Lord at that time, saying, denotes that
also, in those past states, earnest prayer had been offered, 7010, 2001,
2625, 2535· .

24. "0 Lord God, thou hast begun to shew thy servant thy great
ness, and thy strong hand: for what god is there in heaven, or in
earth, that can do according to thy works, and according to thy
mighty acts?" denotes that as the man of the church had been
helped in overcoming the powers of evil, first from natural good
and truth in their strength, because these are the outward manifesta
tions that no merely natural effort, internal or external, could prevail
as does Divine Good conjoined with Divine Truth both in the will
and understanding of the natural man, 1793, 1560, 2150, 2541, 2227,
878, 7873 , 1733, 2618, 683.

25· ,. Let me go over, I pray thee, and see the g-ood land that is
beyond Jordan, that goodly mountain, and Lebanon," denotes that

so he might be aided .in the acquisition of the truly heavenly life
of love to the Lord and the neighbour, or of good and truth in the
higher degrees of the mind, 1585, 2150 , 3705, 795, 10,261.

26. The Lord being wroth with Moses for the sake of the children
of Israel; not hearkening unto him; and saying unto him, H Let it
suffice thee; speak no more unto me of this matter," denotes that
the reply had been given that no merely natural \vorship. and dev~

tion, which really cause aversion Irorn the Lord, and ~\"hlcl! pn.·v.cll )

with the representative of a church, could secure conjunction w i t h
the Lord; and that the perception had been given that such merely
natural men must remain in their own life, and cannot really enter
into interior truths and their delights, 2001, 5798, 3654, 2691, 1822,
2951, Num. xx, 12.

27. "Get thee up into the top of Pisgah, and lift up thine eyes
westwar-d, and northward, and southward, and eastward, and behold
with thine eyes: for thou shalt not go over this Jordan, JJ denotes
that, nevertheless, the natural understanding could be elevated so as
to perceive good and truth in obscurity and good and truth in bright
ness, while yet the natural will alone could never enter into the
enjoyment of the truly spiritual life, 1543, Num. xxiii. 14, 2148, 3708,
2150 , 1585.

28. H But charge Joshua, and encourage him, and strengthen
him,' denotes the command of the Lord that the man of the church
should be stimulated to know, and feel, and determine, 3382; and
"for he shall go over before this people, and he shall cause thern
to inherit the land which thou shalt see," denotes that only truth
inwardly combating against evil could really lead him into the
heavenly state, and that only this truth can bring the external man

. into harmony with the inte!}lal, 8595, 1585, 1259, 2658, 3705, 2150.

29. The Israelites abiding in the valley over against Beth-peer
denotes that thus it had happened that the representative of a church
had remained in external things rnerely ; and thus also it happens
to the man of the Spiritual Church, so long as he clings to natural
delights alone and to natural truths alone, Nurn. xx. 12, 8588, 3613,
1292, Num. xxiii. 28.

In commencing this chapter mention is Blade of Bashan, which,
from correspondence according to the meaning' of the name, as we
have shown, signifies natural good in the best sense, as it is, indeed,
said in 3923 and elsewhere ; but this signification is derived from its
occupation by the Israelites, and especially by the half tribe of
Manasseh. Here, however, in the opposite sense, it denotes essen
tial evil, as being occupied by the Amorites governed by Og, who
was of the remains of the Rephairn, or giants, .:I.E. 1638. And
by essential evil is meant especially selfish love conjoined with the
strongest persuasions of falsity; and thus we see that it is not only
necessary for the spiritual man to overcome evil in general, but also
the essential principle of evil, before he can overcome the evils in
particular, which are signified by the nations of Canaan. But the
reason why selfish love is really the origin of all evil is because, as
has been before observed, it is the very opposite of love to the Lord
and love to the neighbour (on which, it is said, depend all the laws
and the prophets) when it is separated therefrorn ; and also because.
when a person is persuaded that the life which continually flows
into him from the Lord is his own life, and that thus he is not
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responsible to a higher power, he naturally produces all kinds of
evils and errors, which is represented by his eating of the tree of
the knowledge of good and evil in the most ancient allegorical
description of the. re.g-eneration of the earliest people (Matt. xxii. 40;
126). And to this It 111ay be added that there is no other created
being but man who is capable of producing evil, since he only is
created into the image and likeness of the Lord, embodying in him
self all things in a. finite form which are in the Divine Being infinitely
(Gen. i. 26), and can thus act from freedom and reason in governing
all his lower facul ties; and since there never were any angels created
such, and both heaven and hell are thus derived continually from the
human race (H.II. 311). There is, however, one passage, namely,
"'Vhere wast thou when I laid the foundations of the earth ...
when the morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God
shouted for joy?" () ob xxxviii, 4-7) which seems to contradict this,
but there the earth is put, correspondentially, for the church, the
morning stars signify those therein who are in the knowledges of
good, and the sons of God those who are in the knowledges of truth,
this book being a book of correspondences, but not in a series like
the books of the Word, 3540' end.

Another interesting point in the first section is the meaning of
the name of the place where the great battle was fought between
the Israelites and Og, which is said to be not only a very great
mass or cloud and the death of the wicked, but also planting and
powerful, thus again denoting the implantation of a state of good
and the po\ver of the truth by which this is accomplished, as well
as the power of evil by which it is opposed. And this is shown
more particularly in what is said of the cities of Argob, as corre
spondentially describing the difficulty which the spiritual-natural
111an has in fully overcoming the power of the falsities springing
from the evil of selfish love. Nor must we forget to remember here
that conflict never really takes place in the promised land, that is,
ill heaven itself, but always in an intennediate state, which is repre
sented by Edrei, and even by the land of Canaan itself while it was
being conquered by }oshua and the Israelites. For the term heaven
is applied, correspondentially, to the church militant, as well as to
the church at rest, because the man of the church, during the
temptations in which he conquers, is essentially in the heavenly
~tate, and also potentially so. But see 011 this subject A.R. 548, 865,
'Si7·

The second section commences with a general statement of a
great change, as the result of victory in temptation. And in order
to understand this thoroughly we must ask ourselves, What was
charurcd P And the reply is that the man himself was changed, but
tha t he did not thereby become another individual or another man,
And we ought to consider this well, because, with reference to
regeneration, we talk about the death of the old man, and also the
birth of the new. But for all that, the person that is born remains
the same .individual as he was born even to eternity. 'That is to say,
regeneratton does not so change anyone as to make him somebody
else j .but it does change him from being a selfish and worldly man
to being' unselfish and heavenly. And if \VC consider this matter
carefully we shall see the truth of it and the importance of it. For
example, the question has been asked, u'Vho was, or who is, Jesus
Christ? tt That is, "'Vho was He born, and Who did He become
by His glorification, which is the pattern of man's regeneration?"
And the correct answer is that He was born internally and essentially
Jehovah incarnate (John i. 1-5, 14-18; Isaiah xliii. 10-12), although

externally and apparently He was also born the son of the Virgin
Mary, since it is true in the case of every person born into the world
that he remains to eternity, because he is such after death as what
he was by birth from his father (T.C.R. 103). Jesus Christ, there
fore, is the same individual now as He was when He was born into
the world, and so is every person who has ever been born into the
world, whether he is a regenerated person or not. And now, under
standing this, we shall see tha t regeneration does not make any
one different as to his personality or individuality from what he was
born essentially, although, as our section shows, regenera tion works
a wonderful change in him. For before regeneration he is thoroughly
selfish, while after regeneration he is thoroughly unselfish, as is
represented in ver. 8, and as is described in the spiritual sense of

.that verse. For the state of good signified by mount Hermon, in
the best sense, is signified also by Manasseh, 9°116, A.E. 3752 6 ,

6295, as we see from verso 9-13; and this is the inmost good of the
new natural man, while Gilead and the valley of Arnon signify the
lower degrees of good thereof. And then, further, \ve see in this
section not only the state of the new natural man as to good, but
also as to truth, this being denoted by the ci ties taken, especially
those taken by j air the son of Manasseh. And for the particulars
we may consult the foregoing explanation. Nor must we forget here
how the power of Divine Good and Divine Truth is shown in man's
regeneration by the particular mention of the bed of Og the king
of Bashan, by its measurements, and by its being in Rabbah of tIle
children of Ammon, because these show that the false persuasions
derived from essential evil are exceedingly strong, and yet that they
can be overcome by man when he relies upon the Lord his God, and
contends manfully from Him against such persuasions. For the
regenerated man cannot refrain from thinking of all the opposition
he has met with, and is ever ready to exclaim-i-

•• SL"C where the sons of Anak rise.
Persuasions dire. infused by pride!

To Thee, blest Lord, I lift mine eyes,
And 10. they fall on every side I ..

And no'.\~, in considering th.e remaining part of this chapter, we
have to think of SOOle other things, and be thereby further stimulated
in running patiently and perseveringly the race set before us and in
contendin/5 against interior evils of \\"~ich, in our earlier exp~riences,
we had, Indeed, no adequate conception. These are represented by
the. conten~s of vers. 19..22, and they show that we cannot rest
sa~lsfied with ourselves because of our present attainments. I t is
9u~te . true t~at we have overcome so far, but we cannot rest, since
It IS Inlpo~sl~le to do so. For all evil has its roots in the natura!
man, ~~d It I.S the natural man that must therefore co-operate wit h
the splnt~al In order tha! ~e may COOle into the full possession of
the promised reward. 1 his, as we have before seen, is denoted
by ~he aid of the H.eubenit:s, Gadites and Manassitcs, freely given to
their brethren, and fully Intended to be given, even before it was
u C 1 d d " "II be Ad·on man c , . as we \\"1. rernern r. . n Ic.t us Just reflect for a
n'?lnent on this. one ~olnt. C~mmandlng SIgnifies influx; influx
with none ~f .us IS se~slbl'y perceived, and yet we are conscious that
we have spiritual obhgatJons before us that we are in duty bound
to fulfil. And we are often apt to forget that our brightest and best
thoughts come to us thus, silently, from the Lord. ."re resolve to
do, in fa~t, what we are impelled by our highest aspirations and our
most enhghtened states of thought, to do with all our hearts and
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TIlE l--:ONTENTS OF EACH VERSE

SUltf~fARY OF THE SPIRITUAL SENSE

CHAP~rER IV

I. That obedience to the Lord is necessary in order that man may
enjoy the heavenly life; that Divine Truth from Him is unchange
able; and that it is not of man's own intelligence; for experience
shows that merely natural delight destroys spiritual life, and that
obedience to the Lord preserves it, verse 1-4.

2. On the great importance of truths revealed from the Lord, verse
5-10 •

3. Concerning man's earliest states of instruction, in which internal
things were not discovered, and there was a strong tendency to love
and worship only external things, when yet the Lord redeems him
therefrom, verse 11-20.

4. That those in merely representative and external worship Irorn
selfish motives cannot come into heaven, but only those who are in
external worship conjoined with internal, verso 21-24.

5. Further instruction concerning the lamentable states of those
who trust only in merely outward things and neglect internal
realities, verso 25-28.

Nevertheless repentance .:'lh,·ays brings help from the Lord, even in
the worst states of the church, vers, 29-3 J.

6. For reflection on all past experiences will confirm the truths
that the Lord is the redeemer and saviour of His people; that He is
the only God; and that He provides eternal life and happiness for
those who truly worship Him, vers. 32-4°.

7. Concerning the protection of those who sin through ignorance,
by the prevailing state of good in which each respectively is from
the Lord, vers. 41-43.

8. That all these laws have reference to the man of the church,
who, by the help of the Lord. overcomes the powers of evil in the
natural man, and brings it into harmony with the spiritual man,
verse 44-49.

I. And therefore it is neces
sary, according to Divine
'Truth, that the man of the
church shall be obedient to the
Lord externally and also inter
nally as he has been instructed
and urged to do; that he may
become a f uIl recipient of the
life of heaven which the Lord,

I. And now, 0 Israel,
hearken unto the statutes
and unto the judgements,
which I teach you, for to do
them; that ye may live, and
go in and possess the land
which the LORD, the God of
your fathers, giveth you.

55

with all our strength. And this, although "'C do not think of it so,
is the result of influx; and it is the Divine command that we should
all thus act from the best and highest that is in us, even as natural
Olen, such as are represented by the tribes eastward of the Jordan;
for in the ultimate the higher degrees arc in their greatest Iulness
and power. And, moreover, it is here, too, to be well noted that
when the natural man is in correspondence with the spiritual, as is
!\ere represented by the agreement of the eastern tribes with their
brethren, then it is that the spiritual is the ruling power, so that the
natural have assurance of final victory, just as the great leader of
the army was stimulated and encouraged by the Iawgiver. \Ve turn
now, however, to reflect upon what Moses says of himself, and its
representation.

For here he puts on the character of the merely natural man or
of the merely representative church; and his words show that even
such men have, according to their state, an earnest desire for
heaven, without being aware that it is what it really is, but judging
of it entirely from what is merely natural, and having no perception
of what it really is from its celestial and spiritual principles of love,
of charity, of faith and good works, denoted by the western tribes
in their various representative forms. And we may just here properly
reflect that, indeed, the Lord refuses heaven to no man, but. on
the contrary, is earnestly desirous that all Olen should enter there
and enjoy its real delights internally, and then externallv, because
internally. For the Divine principle that is heaven, and that makes
heaven in outward forms of beauty and loveliness, is love to the
Lord ana charity to the neighbour; and it is not any merely natural
and outward delights in themselves. For" everyone in heaven
knows, believes, and even perceives that he wills and does nothing
of good from himself, and that he thinks and believes nothing of
truth from himself, but from the Divine alone, and therefore from
the Lord; and that good and truth which are from himself are not
good and truth, because there is no life in them from the Divine"
(H.H. 8); and further, "I have sometimes talked with angels on
this subject, and they said that they wondered that men of the church
do not know that to love the Lord and to love the neighbour is to
love good and truth and, from inclination, to do them" (H.R. 16);
also, U both proceed from the Lord, and both make heaven" (H.ll.
15). And now, therefore, we may depend upon it that if anyone
does not enter heaven after death, it is because he does not desire
to do so on account of his being unrcgenerated, and thus merelv
natural (John iii. 3-5; Matt. vii. 2 I). But still, this does not prevent
the merely natural man, here represented by Moses, or the man of
the merely representative church, such as was the Israelitish and
jewish church, from externally knowing something about heaven,
by a temporary elevation of the Blind above selfish and worldly
things, as denoted by Moses being pcrrnitted to view the promised
land from the summit of a lofty mountain,

And, in conclusion, we have a very stimulating lesson in the last
section. For first. we arc assured that by trusting in the Lord, and
doing our duty, we shall be certain to attain to the heavenly life;
and secondly, we are warned that to remain in natural delights alone,
or in natural truths alone, is to reject heaven, or otherwise to linger
on our progress thither, because by Beth-pear is meant the house of
the hole, or opening, and thus, therefore, it denotes a merely natural
and corrupted state of life, especiallv as it was a town or city of the
Moabites, and was connected with the worship of Baal-peor, the god
of the Moabites (N urn, xxiii, 28).
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2. Ye shall not add unto
the word which I command

you, neither shall ye di
minish from it, that ye may
keep the commandments of
the I.JORD your God which
I command you.

3. Your eyes have seen
what the I..IORD did because
of Baal-peor: for all the
men that followed Baal
pear, the LORD th y God
hath destroyed them frorn
the midst of thee.

4. But ye that did cleave
unto the LORD your God are
alive everyone of you this
day.

5. Behold, I have taught
you statutes and j udge
merits, even as the LORD m v
God commanded me, that ye
should do so in the midst
of the land whither ye go in
to possess it.

6. Keep therefore and do
them; for this is your wis
dom and your understand
ing in the sight of the

who is Divine Good and
Divine Truth, and thus the
origin of all good, desires to
communicate to every one,

2. For the Divine Truth, or
the Divine Word, which pro
ceeds from the Lord by' influx
and revelation, is unchange
able; it is not from man's own
intelligence; neither must he
disobey it ; in order that,
having received the truth into
his understanding, he may
fully embody it in his life.

3. And surely man knows
from his past experience that
merely natural delight from
selfish love is the cause of all
evil, because everyone who
freely indulges and confirms
himself in such a life suffers
the destruction of remains,
and is totally vastated as to
all good and truth.

4- While, on the other
hand, everv one who is con
joined with the Lord by
charity is already in the
enjoyment of the heavenly life.

5- But this charity can only
be received in the truths which
the spiritual man has been
taught, and therefore truths
both external and internal
have been given; for even in
the heavenly state obedience
to the truth is required, in
order that his outward life
111av be in harmony with his
it1,~ard life of charity and lave
to the Lord.

h. Hence also the spiritual
man is intreated to preserve
and obey the truths of the
Word, because in this \vay

peoples, which shall hear all
these sta.tutes, and say,
Surely this great nation is
a wise and understanding
people.

j. For what great nation
is there, that hath a god so
nigh unto them, as the LORD
our God is whensoever we
call upon him?

8. And what great nation
is there, that hath statutes
and judgements so righte
ous as all this law, which
I set before you this day?

9. Only take heed to thy
self, and keep thy soul dili
gently, lest thou forget the
things which thine eyes saw,
and lest they depart from
thy heart all the days of thy
life; but make them known
unto thy children and thy
children's children;

JO. The day that thou
stoodest before the I oRD

thy God in Horeb, when the
LORD said unto me, As
semble me the people, and
I will make them hear my
words, that they may learn
to fear me all the days that
they live upon the earth, and
that they may teach their
children. .,

only can he manifest the
wisdom and intelligence which
disting-uish him from those
\\"110 arc in truths without
good., but yet are capable of
obedience, of being led into
good, and of perceiving that
those who arc in charity and
thence in truths, alond are
really wise and intelligent.

7. For, indeed, goodness is
the. essential principle through
which the Lord is continually
present with man in truths
whenever he approaches th;
Lord in worship.

8. And how is it possible
for those who are not in good
to appropriate the external
and jnte~nal.truths of charity,
from which IS the holy Divine
Law to eternity?

9. And therefore the man of
the church must be cautious,
lest he should forget the
truths of the \'~ord, and the
me~c~ of the Lord in his past
experrence, and lest he should
cease to love those truths and
a holy life. On the contrary,
he ought to remember and
teach those truths, and this
perpetually in every successive
state of his spiritual life.

10. Especially should man
remember his state of instruc
tion, when he had been in
fluenced by Divine Love and
taug-ht by Divine Truth, ac
cording to his capacity in
externals; and perception had
been given through the know
ledge of the tru th, that he
should be obedient to the
Lord, and come into a state
of holy fear in every condition
of the church successively.
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2 I. For he must still
further reflect also that merelv
external and representative
worship, as well as all merclv
natural and sensual thinR~,
cause a vcrsion from the Lord;
that they cannot cross the
barrier a nd enter into the

20. Let the man of the
church reflect, then, lest he
should do these things, that it
is by the mercy of -the Lord
alone he has bcen redeemed
from the falsities derived from
evil, and from the merelv
natural man, that he may
enjoy the delig-hts of the
heavenly life, and this even
to eternity.

19. And, moreover, he is
disposed to investigate even
Divine mysteries Irorn his
o~vn understanding; to adore
hl~self; to worship worldly
things; to make mere know
ledge alone his god; and thus
to pervert and profane all the
truths of the "Tord, which vet
the Lord has provided for the
salvation of man in all his
states.

,.8. Of sensual delights
which draw men downwards :
and of knowledges derived
from the senses, which are
mere fallacies.

17. Of exterior natural
affections; of the falsities
thence derived, which aspire
to assume the appearance of
truths;

self-derived intelligence; of
outward appearances of truth
only; of interior natural know
ledges and delights;

20. But the l~ORD hath
taken you, and brought you
forth out of the iron furnace
out of Egypt, to be unto hi~
a people of inheritance, as at
this day.

21. Furthermore the LORD
was angry with me for your
sakes, and sware that I
should not go over Jordan,
and that I should not ao inb

unto that good land, which
the LORD thy God giveth
thee for an inheritance:

.19. And Jest thou lift up
thine eyes unto heaven, and
when thou seest the sun and
the moon and the stars, even
all the host of heaven, thou
be drawn a\vay and worship
them, and serve them, which
the LORD thy God hath
divided unto all the peoples
under the whole heaven,

18. The likeness of any
thing that creepeth on the
ground, the likeness of any
fish that is in the water
under the earth:

J 7. The likeness of any
beast that is on the earth
the likeness of any \vinged
fowl that Rieth in the
heaven,

CIIAPTER II"

of any figure, the likeness of
male or female,

16. 1\nd . the tendency is
strong- In hun towards things
merely natural, and thus to
the worship of the falsities of

14. And in that early state
also. instruction was given as
to Its external and internal
truths respectively, so that the
heavenly character might be
formed, and the outward life
be brought into agreement
with the inward.

13. Thus, however, con
junction with the Lord was
effec.ted by influx from within,
and Instruction from the Word
outwardly, involving all Divine
Truths, and being fixed and
established in an outward
form.

'5. Let the man of the
church, therefore, be on his
guard; for he has not been
able to perceive internal reali
ties in his early states of in
struction, when Divine Truth
was revealed from Divine
Love according to his state;

12. And then revelation had
been given from Divine Love
by Divine Truth; good and
truth conjoined were accom
modated to the state; internal
things were not perceived;
and external things only were
apprehended.

I I. For, in that early state,
Divine Love had strongly in
fluenced the natural man, ex
citing fear intensely, arising
from ignorance as to doctrine,
as to truths, and especially as
to the character of the Divine
Love..

IS. Take ye therefore
good heed unto yourselves;
for ye saw no manner of
Iorrn on the day that the
I.lORD spake unto you in
Horeb out of the midst of
the fire:

16. Lest ye corrupt your
selves, and· make vou a
graven image in the form

. 14. And the LORD com
manded me at that time to
teach you statutes and
judgemeI?ts, that ye might
do them In the land whither
ye go over to possess it.

13. And he declared unto
you his covenant, which he
commanded you to perform,
even the ten command
ments; and he wrote them
upon two tables of stone.

12. And the LORn spake
unto you out of the midst
of the fire: ye heard the
voice of words, but ye saw
no form; only ye heard a
voice.

I I. And ye came near and
stood under the mountain;
and the mountain burned
'\vith fire unto the heart of
heaven, with darkness, cloud,
and thick darkness.
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22. But I must die in this
land, I must not go over
Jordan: but ye shall go
over, and possess that good
land.

23. "fake heed unto your
selves, lest ye forget the
covenant of the LORD your
God, which he made with
you, and make you a graven
image in the form of anv
thing which the LORD thy
God hath forbidden thee.

24. For the LORD thy
00d is a devouring fire, a
Jealous God.

25. \Vhen thou shalt be
get children, and children's
children, and ye shall have
been long in the land, and
shall corrupt yourselves, and
Blake a graven image in the
form of any thing, and shall
do that which is evil in the
sight of the I.JORD thy God,
to provoke him to an~ger :

mysteries or enjoy the plea
sures of the heavenly state·
and that only spirituai-naturai
men can do this from the
Lord, when they are confirmed
in their own life of good.

22. Also that all those who
are only external and merely
natural men find their final
abode in the delights of their
own love, and have no desire
for the heavenly life; while the
truly spiritual man has this,
and therefore is led bv the
Lord to its full realization. ;

23. But still the spiritual
man, meanwhile, is liable to
be drawn away into natural
states, and thus to break the
conjunction between himself
and the Lord, who is Divine
Good united to Divine Truth,
the consequence of which is
that he will then worship out
ward things separated from
inward things, which is con
trary to the laws of Divine
Order, because Divine Good
and Divine Truth are one.

24. And therefore the Lord
appears to those who separate
the external from the internal
man to be anger, instead of
love both as to the Divine

" \ Vill and as to the Divine
\\Tisdom.

25. And thus when, in suc
cessive declining states of the
church, even to its consum
mation, man separates the
External Irorn the Internal, or
faith from charity, and retains
the form without the sub
stance, being averted from
Divine Good and Truth con
joined;

26. I call heaven and
earth to witness against you
this day, that ye shall soon
utterly perish from off the
land whereunto ye go over
Jordan to possess it ; ye shall
not prolong your days upon
it, but shall utterly be
destroyed.

27. And the LOR 0 shall
scatter you among the
peoples, and ye shall be left
few in number among the
nations, whither the LORI)
shall lead you a\\·ay.

28. And there ve shall
serve gods, the work of
men's hands, wood and
stone, which neither see, nor
hear, nor eat, nor smell.

29. But if from thence ye
shall seek the LORD thy
God, thou shalt find him, if
thou search after him with
all thy heart and with all
thy soul.

30. When thou art In
tribulation, and all these
things are come upon thee,
in the latter days thou shalt
return to the Lord thy
God, and hearken unto his
voice:

26. I t is the tes timony of
Divine Truth internal and
external against such perver..
sion of the truth, that those
who are guilty of it become
no longer a church, nor can
they any longer enjoy the
heavenly life, which the Lord
is always \\'illing to impart;
for the ITIan who is in truth
separated from good must be
fully vastated as to both truth
andjrood.

27. And thus the corrupted
man must be entirely devoted
to falsities, and fully given
up to evils, being confirmed
therein by his own selfish love.

28. And in that state he
becomes delighted with falsi
ties, which appear powerful
from evil affections, merely
sensual pleasures and phan
tasies, and he has no perccp
tion of truth or of goodness
either inwardly or outwardly.

29. But even in such a state
of the corrupted church man's
freedom is still preserved to
him, and he is capablc of
knowinjr the truth from a state
of good, provided that he
then, as from himself', wor
ships the Lord f rom the will
as well as f rom the under
standing.

10. For bv states of spirit
ual temptation, even when
111an is thus degradcd, and the
church almost - consummated,
he may do the work of re
pentance, and conjoin truth
wi t h good, by obedience Irorn
a principle of truth.
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., J I .. For the fJORD thy
God IS a' merciful God· he
will T'not fail thee, nei~her
destroy thee, nor forget the
covenant of thy fathers which
he sware unto them.

32. For ask now of the
days that are past, which
were before thee, since the
day that God created 111an
upon the earth, and from
the one end of heaven unto
the other, whether there
hath been any such iliiiur

I
. b

as t 11S great thing is, or
hath been heard like it?

33. I?id eyer people hear
the voice of God speaking
out of the midst of the fire,
as thou hast heard. and
li ve ? '

34. Or hath God assayed
to go and take him a nation
from the midst of another
n.ation, by temptations, by
signs, and by wonders, and
by war, and by a mighty
hand, and by a stretched out
arm, and by great terrors
according to all that th~
!-"OR..D your God did for you
In Egypt before your eyes?

35. Unto thee it was
. shewed, that thou mightest

know that the LORD he is
God; there is none else
beside him.

.3I. BecaI.!se truth conjoined
with good In the Lord is the
mercy of the Lord; nor does
He turn a\vay from man and
destroy his .spiritual life; nor
can He change His universal
law of conjunction with man
by good. For it is unchange
able and irrevocable.

32. For let the spiritual
man reflect upon his past
states, and consider the corn
mencernent of his own re
generation, as well as his
progress in the heavenly life
and how it is that he has
reached his prevailing state of
good.

33. Is it possible that the
Divi.ne Truth proceeding- im
mediately from the Divine
Good could have been received
by the merely natural man, or
by those in truths only, and
that thus man could have had
spiritual life?

34. Or again, is it possible
that Divine Truth could have
been received by those who
are in evil from selfish 10\'e
and that they could hav~
end.ured temptations, in their
various degrees of intensity,
as had been the case with the
man of the Spiritual Church
when, being in the bondaee of
natural things, he had

b

yet
enjoyed the light of truth?

35. But the spiritual man
had been enlightened, in order
that, first of all, he Blight
acknowledge the one Lord;
secondly, that His truth is
the expression of His love :
and, thirdly, that He is self~
existent.

36. Out of heaven he
made thee to hear his voice
that he might instruct thee;
and upon earth he made
thee to see his great fire;
and thou heardest his words
out of the midst of the fire.

37. And because he loved
thy fathers, therefore he
chose their seed after them
and brought thee out ,vitl~
his presence, with his great
power, out of Egypt;

38. To drive out nations
fr?ffi ~efore thee greater and
mlgh~ler than .thou, to bring
thee In, to give thee their
land for an inheritancer as
at this day. '

39. Know therefore this
day, and lay it to thine
heart, that the LORD he is
God in heaven above and
upon the earth beneath:
there is none else.

40. And thou shalt keep
his statutes, and his com
mandments, which I com
mand thee this day, that it
may go well with thee and
with thy children after 'thee,
and that thou mavest pro
long thy days upon the
land, which the L,ORD thy
God giveth thee, for ever.

36. Moreover, Divine Truth
had been immediately revealed
!o man through the heavens,
~n order that he might be
Instructed, and thus that the
internal man might be made
sensible of the Divine Love
and might retain the truth'
because it was grounded ir~
good and confirmed by obedi
ence.

37. And therefore, because
good or charity had always
b~en the means of conjunction
with the Lord, those in faith
from charity had always been
the Lord's people; and thus
the spiritual man had been
delivered by the presence ot
the Lord, and by the po\\'er of
His truth from the bondage
of the merely natural man.

38. And thus the spiritual
man had been able to over
come evils which by himself
alone he could not have over
come, either by the force of
a ffecti?n or in te Hi gencc, in
order that he might realize
good, and this perpetually.

39. And let the spiritual
man be fully assured from his
state of good that the Lord
is the only God of the church
in heaven and of the church
on earth; and that He is
self-existent;

40. And that, therefore,
also obedience to His laws
outwardly and inwardly, which
have been revealed by Divine
Truth , or the Word, must be
perpetual, so that in every
state man may enjoy spiritual
life, both inwardly and out
wardly, to all eternity.
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4 1 • Then Moses separated
three cities beyond Jordan
toward the sunrising;

42. That the manslayer
might flee thither, which
slayeth his neighbour un
awares, and hated him not
in time past; and that flee
ing unto one of these cities
he might live:

43. Naniely, Bezer in the
wilderness, in the plain
country, for the Reubenites ;
and Ramoth in Gilead, for
the Gadites; and Golan in
Bashan, for the Manassites.

4 I . \ Vhence now it follows
that man is provided by Divine
Truth with doctrine in all
completeness and derived from
l)ivineLove, in the external
degree,

42. In order that there may
be a refuge for him who sins
through ignorance, and not
from the determined will of
evil; and that thus such a one
may enjoy the spiritual life.

43. Namely, ultimate ob
scure natural good for those
who are in faith; interior
natural good for those who
are in good works as well ;
and inmost natural good for
those who are in the new will
of good, or in charity as well.

the two kings of the Amor
ites, which were beyond
Jordan toward the sun
rising;

48. From Aroervwhich is
on the edge of the valley of
Arnon, even unto mount
Sian (the same is Hermon),

49. And all the Arabah
beyond Jordan eastward,
even unto the sea' of the
Arabah, under the slopes of
Pisgah.

general, but also over essen
tial evil, which infests man in
the intermediate state, wherein
selfish' love is predominating),

48. From states most ex
ternal which belong to the
merely natural affections, to
states most internal which
have relation to falsities from
essential evil;

49. And from every low
state of life which is beyond
the influence of the truth, and
is derived from selfish love,
even to the influx of falsities
from lusts, in a state but
slightly elevated towards in
ternal things.

44. And this is the law
which Moses set before the
children of Israel:

45. These are the testi
monies, and the statutes,
and the judgements, which
Moses spake unto the chil
dren of Israel, when they
carne forth out of Egypt;

46. Beyond Jordan, in the
valley oyer against Beth
peor, in the land of Sihon
king of the Arnorites, who
dwelt at Heshbon, whom
Moses and the children of
Israel smote, when they
came forth out of Egypt:

47. And they took his
land in possession, and the
land of Og king of Bashan,

44. And these are the truths
made known from the Divine
Law, or the Divine Word, to
the man of the Spiritual
Church;

45..These are the truths, in
their degrees, which Divine
Truth, or the Word, has made
known to the spiritual man
after his deliverance from the
merely natural state;

46. When he is yet in an
intermediate state; in a state
of good 010st external; which
is also one of falsity from evil
in general abiding in the
human understanding; and
which Divine Truth overcomes
after his deliverance from the
merely natural state;

4i. When he has acquired
dominion in the natural man
(and this not only over evil in

I~EFERE.'iCES AND NOTES

J. Israel hearkening unto the statutes ;nd the judgments which
Moses taught them, to do them, denotes that therefore it is neces
sary, according to Divine Truth, that the man of the church shall
be obedient to the Lord externally and also internally, 3654, 2542,
8357, 7010, 7OD i : that they might live, and go in, and possess the
land which the Lord God of their fathers had given them, denotes
that they might become full recipients of the life of heaven, which
the Lord, \Vho is Divine Good and Divine Truth, and thus the origin
of aU good, desires to communicate to everyone, 3938"', 6<)01, 2658,
3705, 2001, 3703, 8S99.

2. Not adding unto the word which Moses commanded, nor
diminishing from it, denotes that the Divine Truth, or the Divine
Word, which proceeds Irorn the Lord by in nux and revelation, is
unchangeable; it is not [rom man '5 own intelligence; neither must
he disobey it, A.R. 957-8, iOIO, 5486, 91988; and" that ye may keep
the commandrncnt s of the Lord your God which I command you,"
denotes that, having received the truth in his understanding, he may
fully embody it in his life, 3382, 2001, 7010.

3. Their eyes having seen what the Lord did because of Baal-peer,
denotes that surely man k nows from his past experience, that merely
natural delights from selfish love, is the cause of all evil, 2150, 2001,

Num. xxv, 3-9; and the Lord God destroying all the men that
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followed Baal-peor from the midst of them, denotes that everyone
who freely indulges and confirms himself in such a life, suffers the
destruction ~ remains, and is totally vastated as to all good and
truth, Nurn. xxv, 3-9, 6119, 10,219, 10,65 2, 200.

4. Those who did cleave unto the Lord their God being alive
everyone of them that day, denotes that everyone who is conjoined
with the Lord by charity, is already in the enjoyment of the heavenly
life, 3875, 3938~, 2838.

5. Moses having taught thel~ statutes and judgments, ev~n as
the Lord his God commanded him,· that they should do them In the
midst of the land whither they went in to possess it, denotes that
this charity can only be received in the truths which the spiritual
man has been taught; and that t~erefore truths b~th exter!1al and
internal had been given; for even In the heavenly life, obedience to
the truths is required in order that his outward life may be in
harmony with his inward life of charity and love to the Lord, 7007,
8357, 2001, 5486, 4258, 3705, 690 1 , 2658.

6. "Keep, therefore, and do them," denotes that the spiritual man
is intreated to preserve and obey the truths of the Word, 3382, 4258;
"for this is your wisdom and intelligence in the sight of the peoples,
who shall hear all these statutes and say," denotes that in this way
only can he manifest the wisdom and intelligence, which properly
belong to him, and which distinguish him fronl. those who. are in
truths without good, but yet are capable of obedience, of being led
into good, and of perceiving, 5070, 24°3, 1259, 2542, 1822; and
"Surelv this g-reat people is a wise and understanding people,"
denotes that those who are in charity, and thence in truths, alone
are really wise and intelligent, 2227, 1259, 5070.

7. U For what great nation is there that hath a God so nigh unto
them, as the Lord our God is whensoever we call upon him? tt

denotes that indeed goodness is the essential principle through which
the Lord is continually present with man in truths, whenever he
approaches the Lord in worship, 2227, 1259, 2001, 9378, 440.

8. "And what great nation is there, which hath statutes and
judgements so righteous as all this law, which I set before you this
day? tt denotes how is it possible for those who are not in good to
appropriate the external and internal truths of charity from which is
the holy Divine Law to eternity? 2227, 1259, 8357, 2235, 7167 end,
7010, 2838.

q. "Only take heed to thyself and keep thy soul diligently, lest
thou forget the things which thine eyes saw t and lest they depart
from thy heart all the days of thy life," denotes that therefore the
man of the church must be cautious, lest he should forget the truths
of the Word and the mercies of the Lord in his past experiences,
and lest he should cease to love those truths and a holy life, 3382,
2930, 5170, 2 ISO, 487, 39384; and "nlake them known unto thy
children and thy children's children," denotes that, on the contrary,
he ought to remember and teach those truths, and this perpetually,
in every successive state of his spiritual life, 5280, 5912.

10. "The day that thou stoodest before the Lord thy God in
Horeb," denotes that man should' remember his state of instruction,

when he had been "'influenced by Divine Love, and taught by Divine
Truth according to his capacity in externals, 487, 3 136, 2001, 10,543;
U when the Lord said unto me, Assemble the people, and I will make
them hear my words," denotes that perception had been given
through the knowledge of the truth, 2001, 1822, 6338, 1259, 3163,
1288; and "that they may learn to fear me all the days that they
live upon the earth, and that they may teach their children," denotes
that he should be obedient to the Lord, and come into a state of
holy fear, in every condition of the church successively, 7007, 2826,
290, 5912 •

I I. The Israelites corning near and standing under the mountain,
denotes that in that early state Divine Love had strongly influenced
the natural man, 3654, 3572, 3136, 795; the mountain burning with
fire to the heart of heaven denotes that it excited fear intensely, 934
end; "to the heart of heaven," denotes intensely, because by the
heart is signified the inmost, 7542, and heaven signifies the internal
man, 1733; darkness denotes ignorance as to doctrine; clouds the
same as to truths; and thick darkness the same as to the character
of the Divine Love, 8197.

12. The Lord speaking out of the midst of the fire, denotes revela
tion from Divine Love by Divine Truth, 2001, 934, 8041; hearing a
voice of words, denotes that good and truth conjoined were aCC0111

modated to the state, 9926, S9I4, 1288; seeing no Iorrn, denotes that
internal things were not perceived, 4985; and only hearing a voice,
denotes that external things only were apprehended, 9926.

13. The Lord's covenant being declared, denotes that thus con
junction with the Lord was effected, 666; commanding', denotes
influx, 5486; even ten commandments, denotes instruction from
without, 10,688; and \vritinf{ them upon two tables of stone, denotes
involving all Divine Truths, and being fixed and established in an
external form, 9416.

14· The Lord commanding Moses at that time, to teach the
Israelites statutes and judgrnents.. that they might do them in the
land whither they went over to possess it, denotes that in that early
state also, instruction was g-iven as to its external and internal truths
respectively, so that the heavenly character might be formed, and
the outward life be brought into agreenlent with the inward, 2001,
5486, 2625, 70 07, 8357, 4258, 3705, 1585, 2658.

IS· "Take ye therefore Rood heed unto yourselves," denotes that
the man of the church should therefore be on his guard, as is evident
from the words themselves, 3654; and "for ye saw no rnarmer of
form on the day that the Lord spake unto you in Horeb out of the
midst of the fire," denotes that he has not been able to perceive
internal realities in his early states of instruction, when Divine Truth
was revealed from Divine Good according to his state, 2150, 4985,
487, 295 1 , 934·

It is evident that the word [orm or similitude, or likeness, occur
ring here, and in ver. 12, may also be taken, correspondentially, in
the opposite sense, as denoting U external or simulated goodness in
natural things," 8870, P.; and it is so indeed in the verses imme
diately following. But for a fine example of this correspondence in
the best sense see N urn. xii. 8.



16. "Lest ye corrupt yourselves," denotes that the tendency is
strong in him towards things merely natural, 10,4 2 0 ; U and make
~ou a graven image," denotes to worship the falsities of self-derived
intt-lligence, gS69; "in the form of any figure," denotes of outward
appearances of truth only, 4985, 10,643; and "the likeness of male
or female;" denotes of interior natural knowledges and delights,
4985, 725.

17. "<The likeness of any beast that is upon the earth," denotes
of exterior natural affections, 7872, li33; and" the likeness of any
winged fowl that flieth in the heavens," denotes of the falsities
thence derived, which aspire to assume the appearance of truths.
1834, Ii33·

18. "I'he likeness of any thing that creepeth on the ground,"
denotes of sensual delights which draw man downwards, 746; and
"the likeness of any fish that is in the water under the earth,"
denotes of knowledges derived from the senses, which are mere
fallacies, 99 1 , 887 2 , 4985.

19. "And lest thou lift up thine eyes unto heaven," denotes that
he is disposed to investigate even Divine mysteries from his own
understanding, 4086, 1733; "and when thou seest the sun, and the
moon, and the stars, and all the host of heaven," denotes to adore
himsel f; to worship worldly things, to make mere knowledge alone
his god, and thus to pervert and profane all the truths of the Word,
2150, 10,584 end, 4697, 7988; and" thou be drawn away to worship
them, and serve them, which the Lord thy God hath divided unto
all the peoples under the whole heaven," denotes false worship both
as to the will and understanding- by such perversion and profanation,
while yet the Lord has provided the Word and its truths for the
salvation of man in all his states, 48 16, 8873, 2001, 1259, 1733.

20. "But the Lord hath taken you, and brought you forth out of
the iron furnace, out of Egypt, to be unto him a people of inherit.
ance, as at this day," denotes that the man of the church should
reflect, lest he should do these things, that it is by the mercy of the
Lord alone, he has been redeemed from the falsities derived from evil,
and from the merely natural man, that he may enjoy the delights
of the heavenly life, and this even to eternity, 2001, 6744, 12<)82 , 1861,
5°13, 8866, 1259, 2658, 2838.

21. The Lord being angry with Moses for the sake of the Israelites,
denotes that merely external and representative worship, as well as
all merelv natural and sensual things, cause aversion from the Lord,
200 I, 5798, 3654; swearing that he should not go over Jor dan, and
in to the good land, denotes that such cannot cross the barner and
enter into the mvsteries or enjoy the pleasures of the heavenly state,
2842, 1585, 3705; and the Lord their God giving the land to the
Israelites for an inheritance, denotes that only spiritual-natural men
can do this from the Lord, when they are confirmed in their own
life of good, that is, by the conjunction of truth with good, signified
by the expression "Lord thy God," 200 I, 8899. 2658.

22. Moses dying in that land, and not going over Jordan; but the
Israelites going over and possessing the good land, denotes that <ill
those who are merely external and natural men find their final abode
in the delights of their own love, and have no desire for the heavenly zq. The corrupted man from thence seeking the Lord his God and

finding Him if he should seek Him with all his heart and with all

27. The Lord scattering them arnonjr the peoples, denotes that the
corrupted man Blust be entirely devoted to falsities, 6qh, 1309, 1259;
and being left few in number amoruz the nations whither the Lord
should lr-ad th(,111 away, denotes being fully given up to evils, and
confirmed therein by their own selfish love, 4518 , 1259, 696.

28. There serving gods the work of men's hands, wood and stone,
which neither see nor hear, nor eat, nor smell, denotes that in that
state he becomes delighted with falsities which appear powerful
from evil affections, merely sensual pleasures, and phantasies; and
that thence he has no perception of truth or of goodness inwardly
or outwardly, 8867, 9283, 7893, 7424, 878, 24167, 2J50' 264J, 2187,
4404.
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life, while the truly spiritual man has this, and therefore is led by
the Lord to its full realization, 1854, chap. i. 1, 2708, 1585, 2658,
3705, Num. xx. 12.

23. ""fake heed with yourselves lest ye forget the covenant of the
Lord your GOd, which he made with you:' denotes t~at still the
spiritual man, meanwhile, is liable to be ?ra\\'!", a\\'ay Into n:1tur31
states merelv and thus to break the conjunctron between himself
and the Lo;c.i \Vho is Divine Good united to Divine 1'ruth, 3654,
5170, 666, 2001; and "make you a graven image in the forrn of
any thing which the Lord thy God: hath forbidde~ thee," denotes. the
consequence, namely, that he will then worship outward things
separated from inward things, which is contrary to the laws of
Divine Order, because Divine Good and Divine Truth are one, 8869,
ver. 16, 2001.

24. U For the Lord thy God is a devouring fire, a jealous God,"
denotes that, therefore, the Lord appears to those who separate the
external from the internal man, to be anger instead of love, both as
to the Divine \Vill and to the Divine \Visdom, 2001, 934, 8875.

25. Begetting children and children's children, denotes successive
declining states of the church, 5912; having been long in the land,
denotes even to its consummation, 8898, 1857; corrupting themselves
and rnak injz a g-raven image in the form of anything, denotes the
separation of the External from the Internal, or of faith from charity,
and the retention of the form without the substance, 10,420, ver. 16;
and doing what is evil in the sight of the Lord their God, to provoke
him to anger, denotes being averted from Divine Good and Divine
Truth conjoined, 4839, 5798.

26. Calling heaven and .earth to witness against them on that day,
denotes the testimony of Di",:ine Truth !nternal and external against
such perversion of the truth, 7010, 1733, 4197, 2838; soon utterly
perishing from off the land, denotes that those who are guilty of it
become no longer a church, 7655, 37°5; whereunto ye go over Jordan
to possess it, denotes that they cannot any longer enjoy the heavenly
life, which the Lord is always \\'illing to impart, J585, 2658; and not
prolonging their days upon it, but being utterly destroyed, denotes
that the man who is in truth separated from good must be fully
vastated as to both truth and good, 10,420, ver. 16, 8898, 10,510.
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his soul, denotes that even in such a state of the corrupted church
man's freedom is still preserved to him, and that he is capable of
knowing the truth from a state of good, provided that he then, as
from himself, worships the Lord from the will as well as from the
understanding, 3654, 47 19, 2001, 4245, 9050.

30. Being in tribulation, denotes a state of spiritual temptation,
9314; all these things coming upon them, denotes when man is thus
degraded, verso 27, 28; and, in the latter days, returning unto the
Lord and hearkening unto His voice, denotes when the church is
almost consummated, doing the work of repentance, and conjoining
truth with good by obedience from a principle of truth, 2288, 2001,·

2542• 6832 6, 3353, 6337·

3 I. 'The Lord their God being- a merciful God, denotes that truth
conjoi~e.d with good in the Lord is the mercy of the Lord, 2001,686;
not failing them, nor destroying them, denotes that He does not
turn away from man, nor destroy his spiritual life, 6116, 10,510;
and not forgetting the covenan t of their fathers which He sware
unto them, denotes that He cannot change His universal law of
conjunction with man by good, because it is unchangeable and
irrevocable, 5170, 666, 37°3, 2842.

J2. Asking of the days that are past which were before them,
denotes that the spiritual man should reflect upon his past states,
2639, 3385,487; the day that God created man upon the earth, denotes
the commencement of his own regeneration, 16; from the one end
of heaven unto the other, denotes progress in the heavenly life,
96~29; and whether there had been any such thing. as that great
thing, .or had been heard like it, denotes how it is that he has
reached his prevailing state of good, 2227, 254 2, 10,619.

;33. "Did ever people hear the voice of God speaking out of the
midst of the fire, as thou hast heard, and live?" denotes whether it
is possible that Divine Truth immediately proceeding from Divine
(]ood,. could have been received by the merely natural man, or by
those In truths o~ly, and that thus man could have had spiritual Iife ?
1259, '254 2 , 6832 , 934, 290 •

34. "Or hath God assaved to go and take him a nation from the
midst of another nation, j~y temptations, by sig-ns, and by wonders
and by war, and by a mighty hand, and by a stretched out ann,
and by ~reat terrors, according to all that the Lord your God did
for you. 1.£1 EB">rpt before your eyes? JJ den.otes whether it is possible
th~t Divine I ruth could have been received by those who are in
~vII fr?m se}fish love, and t!lat th.ey could have endured temptations
In their vnrrous degrees of intensity, as had been the case with the
man of the Spiritual Church, when, being in the bondage of natural
things, he had yet enjoyed the light of truth? 2001, 3335,6744, 200,

1259, R587, 390 0 3, 1664, 878, i 2 0 5, 986, 8866, 240 3-
In t~is list of references, which are as usual throughout this

work, In the order of the words in each verse, that which should be
second is omitted for the sake of explaining that the word assayed,
o0!TIITIonly means endeauoured, or made an effort, or examined and
trt.e~, and .therefore when applied to the Lord, and thus applied
spirituallv , It denotes. the conatus or endeavour which proceeds from
the Lord's life, or flows-in with His life, concerning which see 3742,
3748, 424i'. For it 111Ust be evident that the Lord does not assay,

CHAP1'ER IV

or go, or take as man does, and yet that all man's endeavours and
changes of state, and all his po\ver of acquiring good and truth. are
Irorn the Lord in whom there are the corresponding Divine principles
continually active.

35. I t being shown unto them, that they might know that the
Lord He is God, and that there is none beside Him, denotes that
the spiritual man had been enlightened, in order that, first of all,
he might acknowledge the one Lord; secondly that His truth is
the expression of His love; and thirdly that He is self-existent,
2150, 2001, 8867, 688j, 1735.

36. The Lord making His voice to be heard out of heaven that
He might instruct them, denotes that Divine Truth had been irnme..
diately revealed to man through the heavens in order that he might
be instructed, 2001, 68326, 2542, 7007; making His great fire to··be
seen on earth, denotes that the external man might be made sensible
of the Divine Love, 1733, 2150, 934; and hearing His words out of
the midst of the fire, denotes that he might retain the truth because
it was grounded in good and confirmed by obedience, 2542, 1288, 200,
934·

37. Because the Lord loved the fathers of the Israelites, choosing
their seed after them, and bringing them out with His presence with
His great po\ver out of Egypt, denotes that because good, or charity,
had always been the means of conjunct ion rwith the Lord, those in
faith from charity had always been the Lord's people; and thus the
spiritual man had been delivered by the presence of the Lord, and
by the power of His truth, from the bondage of the merely natural
man, 2001, 3703, 3654, 39004, 880, 8866, 904, 8200.

38. Driving out nations from before them greater and mightier
than they, bringing them in, and giving them their land for an
inheritance, as it was that day, denotes that thus the spiritual man
had been able to overcome evils which, bv himself alone, he could
not have overcome, either by the force of affection or intelligence,
in order that he might realize good, and this perpetually, 10,638,
2227, 83 15, 5947, 8899, 3705, 2658, 2838.

3q. Know irur' ther efore that day, and laying- it to heart that the
Lord I·Ie is God in heaven above and uport the earth beneath: there
is. none else, denotes that the spiritual 111an ought to k now, [rom
Ius state of g-ood, that the 140rd is the only God of the church in
heaven and of the church on earth, and that He is self-existent,
22<30, 2838 , 754 2, 2001, liJJ, 886 7, 6887, li35.

40. Keeping the statutes and the commandments which the Lord
commanded that day, denotes obedience to His laws, outwardly and
inwardly which have been revealed bv Divine Truth or the \Vord
a~d must be perr<:tual, ~382, .5486, 2838; and that it'might go weli
With them, ~nd with their children aft~r them, and that they might
prolong their days upon the land which the Lord their God had
gi~e.n thel? for ever, denotes so that, in every state, man may enjoy
spiritual life both inwardly and outwardly to all eternity, 4258, 5912,
8898, 8899·

.11. Moses separating three cities beyond Jordan toward the sun
rising, denotes that man is provided by Divine Truth with doctrine
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in all completeness, and derived from love in the external degree,
7010, 2256, 2788, 402, 1585, 4300.

42. The manslayer fleeing thither, which slayeth his neighbour
unawares, and hated him not in times past; and fleeing to one of
these cities that he may live, denotes that there may be a refuge
for him 'who sins through ignorance, and not from the determined
will of evil; and that such a one may enjoy the spiritual life, gal I,
Num. xxxv, 1I-IS, 693-694.

43. Bezer in the wilderness, in the plain country, for the Reuben
ites, denotes ultimate obscure natural good for those who are iI1
faith, because by Bezer is meant gold, and therefore it denotes good,
425, a wilderness denotes a state of obscurity, 2708, and the Reuben
ites denotes those who are in faith, JS63; while a plain denotes a low
or ultimate state, 1585; Ramoth in Gilead for the Gadites, denotes

.Interior natural good for those who are in good works, because
Rarnoth means heights or eminences, and therefore it denotes what
is interior, 2148, Gilead means hard, rough or rugged, and denotes,
therefore, natural good, 4117, and the Gadites denote those who are
in good works, 3934; and Golan in Bashan for the Manassites, denotes
inmost natural good, because by Golan is meant passage, or revolu
tion, and thus it denotes the circle of the life of man when truth
passes from the memory through the understanding into the will,
and from the will into action, 386g2, Bashan denotes, in the best
sense, essential good, 28308, 39233, chap. iii. I, and Manasseh denotes
the new will of good, 6238, 6275. And it is added, U or in charity,"
from what is said in 62952.

44. This being the law which Moses set before the children of
Isr-ael, denotes that these are the truths made known from the
Divine Law, or the Divine \Vord, to the man of the Spiritual Church,
2606, 70 10, 3654-

45. These being the testimonies, and the statutes, and the judg
ments, which Moses spake unto the children of Israel, when they
came forth out of the land of Egypt, denotes that these are the
truths, in their degrees, which Divine Truth, or the Word, has
made known to the spiritual man after his deliverance from the
merely natural state, 9503, S972, 7010, 3654, 8866.

46. Beyond Jordan, in the valley, denotes an intermediate state,
1585, 1723 ; over against Beth-pear denotes a state most external,
N urn. x xiii. 28; in the land of Sihon king of the Arnorites, denotes,
which is also one of falsity f rorn evil in general, chap. ii. 24; which
dwelt in Heshbon , denotes which abides in the human understanding,
Num. xxi, 25; \VhOI11 Moses and Israel srnote , denotes which Divine
Truth overcomes, 70 [0, 3654, 10,510; and when they carne forth out
of Egypt, denotes after his deliverance Irorn the merely natural state,
8866.

4i· Taking his land in possession and the land of Og king of
Bashan the two kings of the Arnorites, which were beyond Jordan
toward the sunrisirur, denotes, when he has acquired dominion in the
natural man (and this not only as to evil in general, but also as to
essential evil, which infests man in the intermediate state when
selfish love is predominating), 3705, 2658, chap. iii. I, 5194, 1857\
1585, 2441 , 10,584-

4~t From Aroer which is on the edge of the valley of Arnon, even
unto mount Sian, the same is Hermon, denotes from states most
external which belong to the merely natural affections to states
most internal which have relation to falsities from evil, chap. ii. 36,
iii. 9. Slon.rneans noise, tumult, and thus describes a certain quality
of falsities from essential evil, 375, 7975.

49. All the Arabah beyond Jordan eastward, even unto the sea of
the Arabah under the slopes of Pisgah, denotes from every low
state of life which is beyond the influence of the truth, and is derived
from selfish . love, even to the influx of falsities from lusts in a state
but slightly elevated toward internal things, 1292, 1585, 1250, 1666,
chap. iii. 17.

In these three verses the land is taken as that of the Amorites ;
but if it is taken as that of the Israelites, then the interpretation
will be accordingly, P.

If now, we look back and review the contents of this chapter, the
first and obvious thought is that, in the literal sense, \ve have an
account of the value of the laws given by Jehovah through Moses
to the Israelites in order that they might be the 111eanS of leading
this people into the land of Canaan, and of establishing them there;
but when we consider the internal sense, then the thought is no
longer about Moses and the Israelites, or even about Jehovah as
their God, nor are the laws to be regarded as laws of order for a
particular people. But we must regard Jehovah as the Divine Being
communicating His universal laws of order to all mankind by means
of a grand Revelation from the Word, in order that man may enter
into the heavenly life and be established in it to eternity.

And when further we think of the whole of the Word of the
Lord in this ,,·ay, and remember that it was given for this very
purpose, it is exalted in our minds as a work of universal interest,
and as containing universal and unchangeable Divine laws, the
knowledge of which concerns all men and is important to all men.
In this way, therefore, j ehovah is no long-er the God of the Israelites
only, nor is He one among' other gods, but on the contrary, He is
to be regarded as the only self-existent Being, and therefore as the
Infinite Lord, with whom there is no variableness, neither anv
shadow of chang-e. And consequently, the "'ord itself, as represented
by Moses, is also to be so reg-arded; the Israelites are then to be
taken as the man of the Lord's universal church and kingdom, and
the land of Canaan is representative of the universal heavenly state
consisting of those who are in good, in truth, and in obedience to
the Lord wherever they may be, either upon this earth or upon any
other earth in the unlimited universe. Lr-t us then so regard the
internal sense of the Word.

And then indeed we shall see the fulJ sig-nificancc and force of
ver. 2. Divine Truth, or the Word is unchangeable; man in reality
cannot add to it or diminish it; and only by living according to it
can he be in the heaven lv state. But still we k now also that it
may be falsified by the vain ideas and imaginations of rnen , and
thus, as it were, added to; and also it mav be treated w it h uncon
cern, aversion, and contempt, and thus be diminished, so that the
caution here given is of g('neral value, and ought to be attended to,
by everyone. Also, from this point of view, we nlay regard vcr. 3,
and then we see that all Olen, without exception, who, bv the abuse
of their liberty, give themselves up to, and become slaves to, merely
natural delight, separated from any obligation to obey Divine laws, are
necessarily compelled to remain in such delights, thus to relinquish
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freely all good and all truth, and to be governed only by the selfish fear
of sufferingjor punishment. And, on the other hand, when we con..
template ver. 4, the last of the section, we cannot help being convinced
that every person, wheresoever he may be, who is faithfully obedient
to the laws of Divine order in the universe, as far as he knows them,
and for no other reason and from no other motive than because they
are Divine laws, and because he is responsible to the Divine Being
for the proper use of the life that he received at his birth, and which
he continually receives by influx from Him, will certainly be saved
to all eternity, since he will then become a permanent and fixed
form of heavenly love and heavenly wisdom, which from its very
nature w il! be rejected and avoided by all those who have chosen
to put themselves in the opposite position. And thus we see that
heaven and hell are opposite states, according to Divine Truth.

And now, concerning the second section, who does not see, from
the foregoing considerations, that the \Vord of the Lord, that is,
Divine Truth, wherever it is, or the laws of Divine order, wherever
they are manifested, and under whatsoever form, are indispensable
as a governing power to everyone in time and to eternity; and that
no one who imagines that he can live intelligently and wisely without
some knowledge and right application of the Word, or of Divine
Truth, can possibly do so? For the Divine Truths of the Word, or
the laws of Divine Order, are manifestly the expression of the
Divine intention or purpose, which is to save all to eternity; or in
other words, Divine Truths are everywhere the forms of Divine
Goodness; they lead to a state of goodness in man; they cannot be
neglected, therefore, without disaster; and everyone who does
neglect them is in the greatest danger, because then he falls into
states of evil and falsity, which cannot save; and hence the most
important words of caution, contained, naturally and spiritually in
verso 9- IO, ought to be seriously regarded by every person. But
something must now be said on the third section.

And if we examine the first three verses some very interesting
. points are broug-ht out by the study of the correspondences. For a
mountain signifies an elevated state where interior things are, and
consequently, where the Lord is manifested more clearly; fire corre
sponds to love, as even our common expressions in language concern
ing love make evident; and therefore standing under the mountain,
denotes a state in which we are under the influence of love, but yet
are not in a state of Jove. And this is why darkness, clouds, and
thick darkness, appear to be the result of the Divine presence, when
yet they arise from states of evil and error, and represent such states
in ourselves. For darkness is almost a synonym for ignorance,
clouds naturally suggest falsities which obscure the truth, and thick
darkness indicates a state of evil which hides the character of real
goodness from us. And thus it is not to be wondered at, that, in
man's earliest states of life, it is impossible for him to know the
quality of heaven-love, which is the fire that is to be constantly
kept burning on the altar of our hearts (Lev, vi. 12), or to understand,
or see truth in its own glorious li~ht, which is from that love, and
without which the mere knowledge of doctrine is of very little
service (John iii. 19-21). Hence, therefore, it is necessary that the
Divine Law should be S:J revealed to man that it is accommodated
to his, state, its internal realities and verities being hidden from
him, while it appears in an outward form suitable to his require
ments, And this is the signification of seeing no form, but only
hearing- a voice; while the ten commandments, simple and obvious
as their meaning appears on the surface, really involve all Divine

Truths, and, like the whole of the inspired Word, can be understood
in their deeper meanings, and can be appreciated as the laws of
Divine order, even for angels in the inmost heaven.

And reflecting now upon the rest of the section, which, in its
literal sense, is a solemn warning' against all idol worship, and a
condemnation thereof, do we not see in a very clear light that
outward idolatries, foolish or wicked as they ll1ay be, are not the
only idolatries here signified? For it is certainly a more heinous
thing to adore ourselves as if we were gods, and to yield ourselves
up to the worship of the delights of selfishness and worldliness, with
all the pleasures of the senses, uncontrolled by the fear of the Lord,
than it is, in ignorance and superstition, to fall down before a graven
image, or an outward representation of some irnaginary deity, bad
as that surely is. And, indeed, a person may worship his own self
derived intelligence; he may adore the mysteries of merely natural
science; he may be selfishly delighted with fame and honours; he
may be devoted to merely natural loves; or the merely natural truths
regarding such thing-s nlay entirely captivate his Blind, to the exclu
sion of all higher thoughts and purposes. Or again, being more
degraded, he may be given up to mere sensuality; he may be deluded
by the fallacies of the senses; he may even seek to investigate
Divine things by the aid of his own understanding; he may think
that selfishness is the central motive in the heart of rnan ; he may
regard worldly riches as the greatest of treasures; or he may be
insanely devoted to earthly sciences, or even to the knowledge of
spiritual things only for the sake of promoting his own glory and
honour, not remembering that all natural things are given to man
for the sake of the proper cultivation of the higher qualities and
delights that have reference to usefulness, and not that they may
be enjoyed merely for their own sake. And thus such a person may
entirely forget that he has been redeemed by the Lord : tha t he is
free to love and worship ·good rather than evil, and to be delighted
with knowledge on account of its value- in promoting' good. And all
these thing-s naturally come from the correspondences given in the
Word, and convince the earnest thinker that it is truly the Word of
the Lord his God.

But in commenting- upon the next section, we may observe, in the
first place, that the whole of this chapter, in the spiritual sense, has
reference to the state of the natural man in the reception of spiritual
life. Hence, therefore we have, to begin with, the state of instruc
tion, then a caution against the adoration of self and the world,
and now the assurance that he who remains rnerelv natural, cannot
be saved, which is represented by Moses not being permitted to enter
the promised land. And, of course, the anger of the Lord, denotes,
not any such thing in Him, but only the outward appearance thereof,
arising from the aversion of the natural man to Divine and spiritual
things; the swcaring of the Lord signifies confirrnnt ion in evil on
the part of man; ihe Jordan denotes the boundary between the
merely natural and the spiritual state; and the death of Moses the
vastation of those who choose the selfish life, as to all good and truth,
since it is better that this should take place, than that there should
be, with them, an eternal conflict between good and evil. For the
ruling love or delight of the merely natural rernains to eternity,
according to the very same unchangeable law, as does the ruling
love of the rpgenerated man (Matt. xxv, 46; Hi H, 480). And hence
the chapter continues with earnest entreaty to the man of the church
to persevere in bis obedience to the Lord during this life, to repent
when he falls into evil, and to continually remember the loving..
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SC~I~IARY OF TI-IE SPIRITCAL SENSE

CHi\Pl'ER V

3· And he makes this con
junction, not only with the

I. There is influx of Divine
Truth with the man of the
Spiritual Church, and thus the
perception, that he must be
obedient to the laws of Divine
Order externally and inter
nally, which are continually
revealed to him, that he may
first know and afterwards
practise them.

2. For the Lord from
Divine (;ood by Divine Truth
conjoins Himself with the man
of the church even in his most
external states.

2. The I ORD our God
made a covenant with us in
Horeb.

THE CONTENTS OF ·EACH VERSE

I _ And Moses called unto
all Israel, and said unto
them, Hear, 0 Israel, the
statutes and the judgements
which I speak in your ears
this day, that ye may learn
them, and observe to do
them.

3. The LORD made not
this covenant with our

77

I. The man of the church is instructed, that he must receive and
obey Divine Truths because this gives conjunction w it h the Lord,
by the Word as a medium. and had done so, in his earlier states,
verso 1-5.

2. A repetition of the Divine Commandments, with some varia
tions, according to marr's advanced and still advancing states of
spiritual life, the result of past experiences, verso 6-2 I.

3- That these Commandments had been formerly revealed when
man was in very imperfect states owing to his obscurity as to truth
and to his aversion from Divine Love, on account of which he was
also in fear, and it had been necessary for him to receive and
apprehend truths in an accommodated form, which took place
accordingly, verso 22-28.

4. Concerning the tender love and nlcrcy of the Lord in thus
accommodating His Revelation. or the Word, to the states of the
man of the church. verso 29-3 I.

. 5. An earnest exhortation to obedience internally and externally,
In order that man may realize eternal life and happiness in heaven.
verso 32-33.

kindness and mercy of the Redeemer, concluding with a description
of the provision nlade for those who sin through ignorance or error,
and yet are inwardly established in the heavenly life.

But the fifth section shows that, during the probationary state,
the man of the spiritual-natural church is still free to relapse; that
he may hold the truth in unrighteousness; that he may even profane
it bg his idolatries; and that he is still liable to perish eternally.
And therefore, our great lesson here is that every member of the
church should resolutely and continually resist the tendency here
described; that if he should fall back. he should do the work of
repentance; and that there is no evil which it is not possible for him
to overcome, by the po\ver of the Lord, provided that he does not
confirm himself in it by falsity. For where this takes place it is
evident that he will no longer desire to be amended. And this, truly,
is particularly indicated by the spiritual contents of ver. 28. And
that such repentance is possible is made abundantly evident by the
contents of the sixth section, both in its literal and spiritual senses.
Notice here. however, the great importance of the expression, "with
all thy heart, and with all thy soul," as denoting that a state of
truth without good, or a state of good without truth is alike
disastrous; and that the reason why is, because there never can be
that state of reciprocal conjunction between man and the Lord,
which is signified by a covenant, apart from the will of good, since
truth alone, or faith alone cannot give conjunction with the Lord.

And considering now the seventh section at its beginning. we
notice the distinction made between the words people and nations
in the internal sense, the former having reference to truth and the
latter to Rood. while in the opposite sense they denote respectively,
falsity and evil. 1259. and we see how this distinction shows, on the
one hand, that man cannot have spiritual life from truths only, but
from good through truths; and on the other, that those who are in
evils are not willing to receive truths. For the Israelites were not
chosen by the Lord. because they were in good more than other
nations, but because they could represent good; and when this was
the case. other nations represented evil. 4290. And if we reflect on
the latter part of the section, is it not evident that the eternal Lord
God, who loves all and desires the salvation of all. did not prefer
the Israelites above other nations, deliver them from Egyptian bond
age and introduce them into the land of Canaan. driving out their
enemies before them simply for the reason here given? And there
fore it is evident. that this nation was representative of the Lord's
church everywhere ; that the fathers of the Israelites represent the
grand principles of love, charity and obedience, which constitute the
churc~;. that the promised land signifies the heavenly state; that
the driving out of the nations corresponds to the expulsion from the
heart and life of all evils; and that this can only be accomplished
by man receiving every day [rom the Lord, the power to overcome
sin. or, In other words, the loves of self and the world, which are
the causes of all sin.

And finally concerning the cities of refug-p , we have fully seen
their representation on a former occasion; while that this chapter.
like the whole \V'ord, involves not only natural laws, but such as are
spiritual and Divine, is made plain by the explanations here given.
Let us therefore reverence and love more and more the Word of
the Lord, which is so fully adapted to enable us by means of its
truths, to work out our salvation from the Lord with all confidence.
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fathers, but with us, even
us, who are all of us here
alive this day.

4. The LORD spake with
you face to face in the
mount out of the midst of
the fire,

5. (I stood between the
LORD and you at that time,
to shew you the word of the
LORD: for ye were afraid
because of the fire, and went
not up into the mount;)
saying,

6. I am the LORD thy
God, which brought thee
out of the land of Egypt,
out of the house of bondage.

7. Thou shalt have none
other gods before me.

8. Thou shalt not make
unto thee a graven image,
the likeness of any form
that is in heaven above, or
that is in the earth beneath,
or that is in the water under
the earth:

<). Thou shalt not bow
down thyself unto them, nor

celestial, but also with the
spiritual, even with the spirit
ual man, in all states of the
church.

4. And it is to be remem
bered tha t the Lord had re
vealed Himself to man by
Divine Truth proceeding from
Divine Love

s. (Because Divine Truth is
the medium between the Lord
and the man of the church at
the beginning of regeneration,
that he may know the truth
in an accommodated form; for
the natural man is in fear from
-the immediate influx of the
Divine Love), giving the per
ception,

6. That the Lord alone as
to His Divine Human, or as
to Divine Good and Divine
Truth which can be appre
hended by men and angels, is
to be worshipped, because He
redeemed mankind from hell,
and thus from the slavery of
selfish and worldly love;

7. That truths are not to be
thought of as proceeding from
any other source than from
the Lord;

8. That nothing is to be
received as truth which comes
from selfish intelligence; that
man should not appear to be
in good outwardly and yet be
in evil inwardly ; and thus that
he should not put on the
appearance of spiritual good
and truth, of natural good and
truth, or of sensual and cor
poreal good and truth;

9. That no worship is to
be merely external and not

serve them: for I the LORD
thy God am a jealous God,
visiting the iniquity of the
fathers upon the children,
and upon the third and
upon the fourth generation
of them that hate me;

10. And shewing mercy
unto thousands, of them that
love me and keep my com
mandments.

1 I. Thou shalt not take
the name of the LORD thy
God in vain: for the LORD
will not hold him guiltless
that taketh his name in
vain.

12. Observe the sabbath
day, to keep it holy, as the
LORD thy God commanded
thee.

13. Six days shalt thou
labour, and do all thy
work: .

14. But the seventh day
is a sabbath unto the LOHD
thy God: in it thou shalt
not do any work, thou, nor
thy son, nor thy daughter,
nor thy manservant, nor thy
maidservant, nor thine ox,

internal, either as to good or
truth; that from the Lord
alone is all good conjoined
with truth; that from man
alone is all evil conjoined with
falsity, and his hereditary ten
dencies thereto in a long
series; that from him is the
conjunction of evil and falsity
with the wicked ;

10. And that good and truth
are enjoyed for ever by those
who love the Lord, and receive
and practise the truths of His
Word.

1 I. Also that prof inations
of Divine Good and Divine
Truth are not to be tolerated,
or confirmed, because when
confirmed they render the re
mission of e~i1 impossible.

12. Also that man should
carefully regard as holy the
conjunction of the Divine and
Human in the Lord; the
Lords conjunction with the
heavens; the conjunction of
good and truth in himself;
and the external worship of
the Lord thence, since these
things are known from the
inspired '" ord by influx and
revelation,

I 3. And g-ood and tru th are
conjoined in man by tempta
tion combats and victories
internal and external.

14. For the holy state of
regeneration is complete when
good and truth are conjoined
in man, and he becomes
celestial according to his
degree; and thence arises a
state of spiritual rest and
peace, as to inmost spiritual
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nor thine ass, nor a'ny of thy
cattl e, nor the stranger that
is within thy gates; that thy
manservant ana thy maid
servant may rest as well as
thou.

IS. A nd thou shal t re
member that thou wast a
servant in the land of
Egypt, and the LORD thy
God brought thee out thence
by a m 'ghty hand and by a
stretched out arm: therefore
the LC,RD thy God com
manded thee to keep the
sabbath day.

16. Ilonour thy father
and thy mother, as the
LORn thy God commanded
thee: that thy days may be
long, and that it may go
well with thee, upon the
land which the LORD thy
God giveth thee.

17. Thou shalt do no
murder.

18. Neither shalt thou
commit adultery

19. Neither shalt thou
steal.

truth and good, as to ultirnate
spiritual truth and good, as
to natural good and truth, as
to good affections in gcneral,
as to a state of instruction for
those who are in external
things generally, when truth
and good there are in harmony
with internal things.

IS. And now, therefore, the
spiritual man must remember,
that he had been in bondage
to the natural man, and that
the Lord, by the work of
Redemption, or by the exer
cise of omnipotence in His
Human Nature externally and
internally, delivered him, and
that, therefore, he ought by
no means, at any time, or in
any state, to do violence to
good and truth ..

16. But, on the contrary,
that he should sincerely love
good and truth, as proceeding
from the Lord, in order that
he may fully enjoy the
heavenly life, as to every state
of the will and understanding,
and of the internal and exter
nal man, even to eternity.

17. Nor should the spiritual
man, in his now advanced
state, desire to destroy spirit
ual life in another, or to
indulge in hatred.

18. N either should he vio
late the conjunction of good
ness and truth or the heavenly
marriage by adulterating the
former or falsifying the latter.

19. Nor should he ascribe
his life to himself since it
comes from the Lord every
rnoment ; nor should he at
tempt, in the slightest degree,

20. Neither shah thou
bear false witness against
thy neighbour.

21. Neither shalt thou
coyet thy neighbour's wife :
neither shalt thou desire thy
neighbour's house, his field,
or his manservant, or his
maidservant, his ox, or his
ass, or any thing that is thy
·neighbour's ..

22. These words the LORD
spake unto all your assem
bly in the mount out of the
midst of the fire, of the
cloud, and of the thick dark
ness, with a great ;oice:
and he added no more.
And he wrote them upon
two tables of stone, and gave
them unto me.

2J.And it came to pass,
when ye heard the voice out
of the midst of the darkness,
while the mountain did burn
with fire, that ve came near
unto me, even "'all the heads
of your tribes, and your
elders;

G

to deprive others of good and
truth.

20. Neither should he de
r:cive by making evil appear
like good, or falsity like
truth, or the reverse.

21. Neither should he, from
selfish and worldly love, vio
late truths conjoined with
goood in himself by willing to
do so, or by confirming such
',:ill in his understanding,
either as to inmost affection
and thought, as to internal
affection and thoug-ht, as to
interior thought and affection,
or as to external affection and
thoug-ht; or, in short, by
ascribing his life to himself
and not to the Lord.

22. And the spiritual man
now remembers that the
Divine commandments had
been revealed to him by the
Lord, affecting all his powers,
when he was in a state of
aversion from the Divine
Love, and of obscurity as to
Divine Truth inwardly, and of
strong aversion from the
Divine Love and Divine Truth
outwardlv ; . that those com
mandrnents involved all Divine
Truths : and that they were to
be confirmed in the external
man, as to the will and under
standi'ng in conjunction, hv a
life of obedience. .I

23. And it had happened,
when man had been thus in
fluenced bv Divine Truth in
obscurity, ~l nd by Divine Love
in a state of fear, that the man
of the church had desired to
receive revelation mediately in
his understanding and will;
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24. And ye said, Behold,
the LORD our God hath
shewed us his glory and his
greatness, and we have
heard his voice out of the
midst of the fire: we have
seen this day that God doth
speak with man, and he
liveth.

25. Now therefore why
should we die? for this
great fire will consume us:
if we hear the voice of the
LORD our God any more,
then we shall die.

26. For who is there of all
flesh, that hath heard the
voice of the living God
speaking out of the midst
of the fire, as ,ve have, and
lived?

2i. 'Go thou near, and
hear all that the LORD our
God shall say: and speak
thou unto us all that the
LORD our God shall speak
unto thee; and we will hear
it, and do it.

28. And the LORD heard
the voice of your words,
when ye spake unto me;
and the LORD said unto me,
I have heard the voice of the
words of this people, which
they have spoken unto thee:
they have well said all that
they have spoken.

24. And had perceived that
the Lord had indeed revealed
His glory and His greatness
in such a state to him, and
that still he had received
spiri tual life.

25. But yet fear had pre
dominated, and aversion from
the Divine Love had been
sensibly felt; so that it was
necessary that a change
should take place in order
that spiritual life might be
preserved.

26. For how could it con
tinue possible to the merely
natural man that he should
receive such a revelation
without the loss of his own
delights?

27. And therefore it had
been necessary that a medium
should be provided, which is
the Divine Law in an accom
modated form, or the Divine
Truth in the literal sense of
the Word, which should con
tain a revelation of good and
truth; and that thus man
should receive the truth from
the Lord, perceive it, and
obey it.

28. And, indeed, so it had
happened on account of the
state of the spiritual man; and
perception had therefore been
given that this was according
to Divine Order, and that, so
far, the state of the church
was good and true.

29. Oh that there were
such an heart in them, that
they would fear me, and
keep all my commandments
always, that it might be well
with them, and with their
children for ever!

30. Go say to them, Re
turn ye to your tents.

31 • But as for thee, stand
thou here by me, and I will
speak unto thee all the com
mandment, and the statutes,
and the judgements, which
thou shalt teach them, that
they may do them in the
land which I give t.hem to
possess it.

32 • Ye shall observe to do
therefore as the LORD your
God hath commanded' you:
ye shall not turn aside to
the right hand or to the
left.

33. Ye shall walk in all
the way which the LORD
your God hath commanded
you, that ye may Jive, and
that it may be well with you,
and that ye may prolong
your days in the land which
ye shall possess.

29. But the Lord earnestly
desires that man should obey
Him from the principle of
love, and also from a principle
of holy fear, in every state of
his life, that thus he may
enjoy eternal bliss in all suc
cessive states.

30. And therefore it had
been permitted that the man
of the church should remain
each in his own peculiar ruling
love.

31. But at the same time
that the Divine Law of the
Word should be a permanent
medium for communicating all
interior truths conjoined with
good, and all external rituals
in addition, so that the church
might become enlightened and
obedient both upon the earth
and in the heavens.

32. And therefore that now,
in an advancing state, the
spiritual man must be obedient
from conscience, and must not
~be drawn away from the
straight path of integrity
ei ther by evils in the will or
by falsities in the under
standing,

33. Since doctrine is pro
vided from the Word, whereby
man may live, first in a state
of truth or faith, and after
wards in a state of good or
charity, in order that he may,
at last, enjoy eternal happi
ness in heaven completely,
both as to the internal and
external of his nature and
character.
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I{EFERENCES AND NOTES

I. Moses calling unto all Israel, and saying unto them, d~~otes

that there is influx of Divine Truth with the man of the Spiritual
Church, and thus the perception, 7010, 684~, 3654, 1822.; "Hear, 0
Israel, the statutes and the judgements ~hICh I speak In your .e~rs

this day," denotes that he must be .obedient to ~he laws of DIVine
Order externally and internally which are continually revealed to

I him, 2542, 3654, 8357, 2951, 2838; and "that ye may learn them,
and observe to do thern ," denotes that he may first .know, and
afterwards practise them, 18023

, 5755, 4258.

2. The Lord their God making a covenant with them in Horeb,
denotes that the Lord from Divine Good by Divine Truth, conjoins
Hitnself with the man of the church, even in his most external
states, 200 I, 666, 10,543.

3. The Lord making not this covenant with their fathers but with
them, even with them, who were all of them there alive that day,
denotes that the Lord makes .t~is conjunctio!, not only. with the
Celestial, but also with the Spirltual, even with the spiritual man
in all states of the church, 2001, 666, 370313, 3654, 39384, 2838.

4. The Lord speaking with them face to face in the mour;t out of
the midst of the fire, denotes that the Lord had revealed Himself to
man by Divine Truth proceeding from Divine Love, 2001, 2951,

JO,554, 795, 200, 934·

5. Moses standing between the Lord and the Israelites at that
time, denotes that Divine Truth is the medium between the Lord
and the man of the church at the beginning of regeneration, JOIO,
2001, 3654, 2625; to show them the word of the Lord, denotes that
he may know the truth in an accommodated form, 2 ISO, 1288, 8920;
and their being a fraid because of the fire, and not going up into
the mount, denotes that the natural man is in fear from the imme
diate influx of the Divine Love, 28263 , 934, 8818; while saying
denotes perception, 1822.

·6. "I am the Lord thy God, which brought thee out of the land
of Egypt, out of the house of bondage," denotes that the Lord alone,
as to His Divine Human, or as to Divine Good and Divine Truth,
which can be apprehended by men and angels, is to be worshipped,
because He redeemed mankind from hell, and thus from the slavery
of selfish and worldly love, 8864, 8866.

7· "Thou shalt have none other gods before me," denotes that
truths arc not to be thought of as proceeding from any other source
than from the Lord, 8867.

R. "Tholl shalt not make unto thee a graven image, the likeness of
any fonn that is in the heavens above, or that is in the earth beneath,
or . that is in the water under the earth," denotes that nothing is to
he received as truth which comes from selfish intelligence; that
Ulan should not appear to be in good outwardly, and yet be in evil

Cl/APTER r

inwardlv ; and thus that he should not put on the appearance of
spiritual good and truth, of natural good and truth, or of sensual
and corporeal good and truth, 88~72.

9. "Thou shalt. not bow down thyself unto them nor serve. them,"
denotes that no worship is to be merely external and not Internal
either as to good or truth, 8873; "for I am the Lord thy God,. a
jealous God" denotes that from the Lord alone is all good conjoined
with truth,' and that from man alone is all evil conjoined with
falsity, 8874, 8875; "visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the
children," denotes hereditary tendencies theret?, 8876; "upon the
third and upon the fourth generation," denotes In a long senes, and
conjunction, 88ii; "and of them that hate J?lC," den~tes that from
them is the conjunction of evil and falsity with the wicked, 8878.

10. "She\ving mercy unto thousands of them that love nle. and
keep nlY commandments;" denotes that gr )OU and truth are enjoyed
for ever by those who love the Lord, and receive and practise the
truths of His \Vord, 8879-8881.

I I. "Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain:
for the Lord will not hold him guiltless that taketh his name in
vain," denotes that profanations of Divine Good and Divine Truth
are not to be tolerated or confirmed, because when confirmed they
render the remission of evil impossible, 8882.

12. "Observe the sabbath day, to keep it holy, as the Lord thy
God commanded thee," denotes that man should carefully regard as
holy the conjunction of the Divine and Human in the Lord; the
Lord's conjunction with the heavens; t~e conjunction of good .and
truth in himself; and the external worship of the Lord thence, Since
these things are known 'from the Divine Word by influx and revela
tion, 3382, 8886, 8887, 2001, 5486, 5732.

13. "Six days shalt thou labour, and do all thy work ," denotes
that good and truth are conjoined in man by temptation combats
and victories internal and external, 8888.

14. "But the seventh day is the sabbath of the Lord thy God,"
denotes that the holy state of regeneration is cOIl1pletc: when g?od
and truth are conjoined in man, and he becomes celestial according
to his degree, 8S99; "in it thou shalt not do any w ork ," denotes that
thence arises a state of spiritual rest and peace, 8890; "thou, nor
thy son, nor thy daughter," denotes as to inmost spiritual truth and
good, 8890; "nor thy manservant, nor thy maidsen:ant," denotes. as
to ultimate spiritual truth and good, 88g0; "nor thine ox, nor thine
ass," denotes as to natural good and truth, 8890; "nor any of thy
cattle," denotes as to good affections in general, 8890 ; U nor the
stranger that is within thy ~ates" denotes as to a state of instruc
tion for those who are in external things generally, 8890; and "that
thy manservant and thy maidservant nlay rest as \\"el~ as. thou,"
denotes when truth and good there are in harmony WIth Internal
things, 8890.

15. "And thou shalt remember that thou wast a servant in the
land of Egypt" denotes that now, therefore, the spiritual man must
remember that he had been in bondage to the natural man, 8884.
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8866; "and the Lord thy God brought thee out thence by a mighty
hand and by a stretched out arm," denotes that the Lord by the
work of Redemption, or by the exercise of omnipotence in His
Human Nature externally and internally, delivered him, 2001, 8866,
878; and" therefore the Lord thy God commanded thee to keep the
sabbath day," denotes that, therefore he ought, by no means, at any
time, or in any state, to do violence to good and truth, 2001, 5486,
3382, 8886.

16. "Honour thy father and thy mother, as the Lord thy God
comrnanded t thce;" denotes that the man of the church should sin
cerely. love good and truth as proceeding from the Lord, 8897, 5486;
"that thy days may be long, and that it may go well with thee,"
denotes in order that he may fully enjoy the heavenly life as to every
state of the will and understanding, 8898, 4258; and" upon the land
which the Lord thy God giveth thee," denotes and of the internal
and external man, even to eternity, because the inhabitant in relation
to the place inhabited is as the internal in relation to the external
man, 2268, 8899.

1i. "<Thou shalt do no murder," denotes that the spiritual man
should not, in his now advanced state, desire to destroy spiritual life
in another, or to indulge in hatred, 8902.

18. "Neither shalt thou commit adultery," denotes that neither
should he violate the conjunction of goodness and truth, or the
heavenly marriage, by adulterating the former or falsifying the
latter, 8904.

H), "Neither shalt thou steal," denotes that man should not
ascribe his life to himself, since it comes from the Lord every
moment; nor should he attempt in the slightest degree to deprive
others of good and truth, 8906.

20. "Neither shalt thou bear false witness against thy neighbour."
denotes that. nei.ther should he deceive by making' evil appear like
good or falsity like truth, or the reverse, 8908.

2 T, "Neither shalt thou covet thy neighbour's wife," denotes that
neither should he, from selfish and worldly love, violate truth con ..
joined with Rood in himself, by willinr- to do so, or by confirming
such will in his understandin~Las. to inmost affection and thought,
8910, 89 12 , 5 138, 2466, 4729; neither shalt thou desire thy neigh..
bour's house, or his field;" denotes as to internal affection and
thought, 4982; "or his manservant, or his maidservant," denotes
as to interior thought and affection, 8912; "his ox, or his ass,"
denotes as to external afTection and thought, 8912' and" anything
that is thy neig-hbollr's," denotes by ascribing his IDe to himself and
not to the Lord, 2425.

:22_ The Lord speaking- these word s unto all their assernblv denotes
that the spiritual man now remembers that the Divine comrnand,
!nents had been revealed to him by the Lord, 2001, 2951, 1288, j 843 ;
In the mount, denotes from Divine Love, 7q5; out of the midst of
thr- fire, denotes when he was in a state of aversion from the Divine
T.o vr>, O~4: of the cloud. denotes a stato of obscuritv as to Divine
Tr.uth inwardly, 8106; out of the thick darkness," with a great
VOice, denotes a state of strong aversion from the Divine Love and

Divine Truth, outwardly, 1860, 2227, 8i6.fi; not adding more, denotes
that the ten commandments involve all Divine Truths, chap. iv. 2.,

9987, 10,688; and writing them upon two tables of stone and giving
them to Moses, denotes that they were to be confirmed in the external
man as to the will and understanding in conjunction by a life of
obedience, 9416.

23. It coming to pass, denotes what had happened, or the next
change of state, 4979; when they heard the voice out of the midst
of the darkness, while the mountain did burn with fire, denotes
when man had been thus influenced by Divine Truth in obscurity,
and by Divine Love in a state of fear, ver. 22; and their coming
near to Moses, even all the heads of their tribes, and their elders,
denotes that the man of the church had desired to receive revelation
mediately in his understanding and will, 3572 , 7010, 3728, 3858,
6524, 652 5.

24. Their having said, "Behold, the Lord hath shewed us his glory
and his greatness, and \....e have heard his voice out of the midst 'of
the fire," denotes that they had perceived that the Lord had indeed
revealed His glory and His greatness in such a state to him, 1822,

2001, 40601, 2227, ver. 22; and "v;e have seen this day that God
doth speak with man, and he liveth," denotes that still he had
received spiritual life, 2150, 2838, 2001, 295 1, 290.

25. "No\v, therefore, why should \....e die? for this great fire will
consume us," denotes that yet fear had predominated, and aversion
from the Divine Love had been sensibly felt, 290, 2826, 934, 10431;
and "if we hear the voice of the Lord our God any more we shall
die," denotes the necessity that a change of state should take place
in order that spiritual life might be preserved, 2641, 374, 2001, 290.

26. "For who is there 'of all flesh that hath heard the voice of the
living God speaking 011t of the midst of the fire as we have heard
and liveth?" denotes 1-10"· could it continue possible to the merely
natural man, that he should receive such a revelation without the
loss of his own delights? 574, ver. 25.

27. "Go thou near and hear all that the Lord our God shall say;"
denotes that therefore it had been necessary that a medium should
be provided, which is the Divine Law in an accommodated forrn, or
the Divine Truth in the Iitcrnl sense of the "'Vord, which should
contain a revelation of good and truth, 10021, 7010, 8q20, 264 I, 2001,

5743; "and speak thou unto us all that the Lord thy God shall speak
unto thee, and we will hear it and do it," denotes that thus man
should receive the truth from the Lord, perceive it, and obey it, 8920,
2001, 5743, 70 10 , 264 1 , 5755, 4258.

28. The' Lord hearing the voice of their words when they spake
unto Moses, denotes that, indeed, so it had happened on account of
the state of the spiritual man, 2001, 2691, <)384, 128R; and the Lord
saying, "I have heard the voice of the words of this people which
they have spoken unto thee: they have wr-Il said all that t hev have
spoken," denotes perception Riven that this was according- to Divine
Order, and that, so far, the state of the church was good and true,
1822, 2691, 9384, 1288, 1259 , 4258.

29. "Oh that there were such an heart in them, that they would
fear me and keep all my cornrnandrnents always, that it might be
well with them and with their children for ever! " denotes that the
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Lord earnestly desires that man should obey Him from the principle
of love, and also from a principle of holy fear in every state of his
life, that thus he may enjoy eternal bliss in all successive states,
7272, 2826, 3382, 4258, 5912.

30. "Cio say to thern , Return ye to your tents," denotes that there..
fore it had been pcrmitrcd that the man of the church should remain
each in his own peculiar ruling love, 3690, 1822, 2288, 4 14, 33 12 •

3 I. "But as for thee, stand thou here by Inc, and I will speak unto
thee all the couunandruent , and the statutes and the judgtnents,
which thou shalt teach them ," denotes that the Divine Law of the
\Vord should bc a pennancnt medium for communicating all interior
truths conjoined with good, and all external rituals in addition,. 7010,

3136,2001,2951, 3382,8357,70 07; and that they may do them In the
laqd which 1 give them to possess it," denotes so that the Chur~h
might become enlightened, and obedient both upon the earth and in
the heavens, 3654, 5755, 4258, 3705, 8899, 2658.

32. Observing to do therefore as the Lord their God commanded
them, denotes that now, in an advancing state, the spiritual man
must be obedient from conscience, 3382, 5755, 2001, 5486; and not
turning aside unto the right han-I or to the left, denotes that he must
not be dra wn a \vay from the straight path of integrity either by evils
in the will or by falsities in the understanding, 48 16, 3 159, 44 13, 95 1 I.

33. Walking in all the \vay which the Lord their God commanded,
denotes that doctrine is provided from the \Vord whereby man may
live, 519, 2234, 2001, 5486; that they might live and that it might
be well with them, denotes first in a state of truth or faith, and
afterwards in a state of good or charity, 290, 4258; and that ye may
prolong your days in the land which ye shall possess, denotes in
order that he may at last enjoy eternal happiness in heaven com
pletely, both as to the internal and external of his nature and
character, 8898, 8899, 2658.

This chapter being a repetition of the Ten Commandments
delivered from Mount Sinai as recorded in Exod. xx , it will be
interesting as we reflect upon it to notice the differences between this
and the fanner account, as well as to study the general internal sense
of each commandment. And we begin by observing that the division
into ten is not literally accurate, because one part of the Christian
Church has formed two commandments of vers. 6- 10, and another
t\VO commandments of ver. 21; and if we adrnit that either of these
divisions is legitilnate, we nlay also admit that they both are so, in
which casc we shall have eleven instead of ten; and on thc other
hand, if verso 6-10 Iorrn only one commandment and ver. 21 another
then there will be only nine. And besides, in the last chapter,
ver. 13, the original Hebrew is "tcn words;" and not" ten command
ments." And thus we see that the word ten was certainly not used,
even in the literal sense, to mean strictly the number ten. We are
therefore to take this word in its symbolical sense, or in its corre
spondential sense, as denoting cornpleteness or fulness, and thus we
may regard the whole of the precepts comprised in verso 6-2 I as a
comprehensive summary of all Divine Truths having relation to the
regulation of man's life spiritually. For when we come to think of
it, these commandments. since they begin with the conception of
one God, and of our duty to Him, are of an essentially spiritual
character, and are not, therefore, merely natural, moral, or political

laws. Thus then, the first commandment enters into all the others
and gives them a quality which they would not otherwise have.

But there are some things in the first, or introductory, section
that attract our attention. For Moses calling all Israel, taken in the
universal sense, means that there is an influx of Divine Love by
means of Divine Wisdom into the hearts and minds of all human
beings (1'.C.I{. 8). And if this wcre not so, no person whatever
could have had any idea of a God. Now this tnay seem very
dogmatic and arbitrary, but, nevertheless careful consideration will
show in the long run, that it is certainly true. Again the first verse
speaks of statutes, and j udgment s, and thus, at once distinguishes
between the outward laws and the inward laws of Divine order, and
thus indicates not only a literal mea ninjr to all the Divine command
ments, but a spiritual meaning also. And now, take the word day,
and put it into its universal sense, and then we see that the influx,
of which we have spoken, is not only universal but perpetual. That
is, there is always influx from the Lord into the hearts and minds
of men. But then this influx, by itself, is not perceptible, and is
only a feeling of life in ourselves. And so there must be also
revelation in order that men may be taught; and as the influx is
perpetual, so also is the revelation; that is, there is a spiritual light
shining into the human mind, and enabling man to understand
truth, when it has been revealed as it always has been. For men
see truth in the light of truth. "'"

Again, however to see truth involves the obligation to obey it; and
this is the correspondential value of hearing. And only in this \vay
can there be a covenant between man and the Lord which is next
spoken of. Not that mere obedience is the covenant, but that it is
the seal of it. And in short, if we think of it well, we shall see that
love is the covenant or conjoining principle; that truth is the tokr-n
of the covenant, as the expression of love, even though it tnay be
obscure like a cloud; anel -that the embodiment of both in obedience,
is the confirrna tion of the covenant (Gen. ix. 13). And thus we come
to see the significance of the fire, and tlie smoke like clouds; and also
of Moses standing between the Lord and the people when the Law
was delivered Irorn Mount Sinai.

But now the second section is before us; and the spiritual meaning
of the comrnandrnen ts demand attention. And with regard to the
first as embodied in verso 6-10, the main idea 15 that Jehovah is the
only God, and that this means one God, namely, one in essence and
in person, since Jehova h is tha t God as to !-1 is love, and God is the
same as to His wisdom, 2001. And the worship of any other sup
posed God, therefore, is condemned fully, by the prohibition of all
idolatry nafural and spiritual. But here we cannot linger on details.
What we require is the simple and practical idea of this one Lord
God, and we have it in the fourth verse of our chapter. The
Lord spake with the IsrnclitesJllce tc lace, it is said, when yet they
did not see any Iorm : but still Moses did (Nurn. xii. 7-{)). The one
God, therefore, is a Divine Man , the self-cxistent , or Infinite Man,
even as human beings are finite men created in I lis image and
likeness (Gen. i. 26-27); nor is this an idolatrous conception to be
condemned; for the whole Word is full of the idea; but we will only
mention the follow injr : The Lord is not a lying man, or a repent
ing- man, Nurn. xxii i. t q ; He is not a God without Iorrn, Isaiah
xliii. 10-1 I; His Iorrn is the Divine Human, Nurn. xii. 8, Exod.
xxiv. 9-10, Isaiah xxv. 0, Isaiah i x. 6, John i. 18, Matt. xxviii. 18-20,
John xiv, 9-18, John viii. 58; and He is the eternal Lord God fully
manifested as Jesus Christ, Acts x. 36, Colos. ii. 9, Phil. ii. 6-11,
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and Rev. i, 8, I I, 17. It is, therefore, the combined testimony of
the Old and New Testarnents that the Lord is One both in Essence
and in Person; that He is the Lord Jesus Christ; that the Divine
Trinity of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit is united in Him, and is as
the soul, the body, and the operation thence in man; and that He
alone ought to be approached in worship, And this is true, not
withstanding any outward appearances, while the Lord was in the
world, that the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit, were
separate persons. For in this case, we must judge not according
to the appenrance, but judge righteous judgment. But there is one
testimony to this great truth that should here be added. It has now
been demonstrated that the five inspired books of Moses, and like..
wise the five inspired books of the New Testament, namely the four
Gospels and the Revelation, besides the other inspired books con
stituting the \Vord of the Lord, 10325, contain an internal or
spiritual sense, which describes under various aspects, the glorifica
tion, or the making Divine of the Lord's Hurnan Nature in the
world, and at the same time, in a lower degree, the regeneration
of man, thus giving a convincing proof of the inspiration of Holy
Scripture and also of the connection between the Old and New
Testaments, and of the real signification of the Lord's work of
Redemption and Atonement (2 Cor. V. 19). For both Testaments
are composed strictly according to the law of Correspondence
between natural and spiritual things, while yet none of the writers
of either give any definite teaching to show that they were aware
that their words were so particularly guided, as to contain a spiritual
as well as a natural series of truths in this ,vay. But we turn now
to the inner sense of the remaining commandments,

Observe that the second has reference in particular to the Divine
Truth, which is called the Name of the Lord, because it signifies
every thing- by which He is made known or manifested. And thus
it denotes in the highest sense the Divine H urnan , in a lower sense,
the \Vord, and in the lowest sense every truth of the \Vord; and
that man can receive the tru th in to his understanding, and yet not
love it, in which case if he violates it he does not so much profane
it; whereas if he loves the truth also, and then violates it he pro
fanes it more deeply; and if in addition he first lives according- to it
and then afterwards rejects it, he profanes in the greatest degree,
and is guilty or entirely condemned, because he has deliberately
rejected the only means of his salvation. Hence then there are
several degrees and kinds of profanation. And hence man's first
lesson, after acknowledging the Lord is to reverence the truth
proceeding from II im ,

And then it fo110\V5 in order, that neither is Divine Good to be
violated, but that it is to be remembered and kept holy, which is
signifled in the highest sense by keeping- the sabbath, and by doing
no work therein. And thence man is further instructed to preserve
the state of good in himself, that is, his state as to the love of the
Lord and the neighbour; as he advances in reg-eneration, and con
sequently, as he endures ternptntions and conquers; for the state
of enduring temptation, is denoted by the six days of labour. But
thirdly he must not only do this. For he is bound 'to keep the
sabbath also, by never neglecting- to do what is good. For he will
certninly be tempted, as otherwise his evils cannot become known
to him and be shunned; but after devoting himself to the Lord, he
is commanded never, deliberately, to do euil, which is, to violate
g-ood. And this leads us to consider the di fference between keeping
the sabbath, because the Lord created us capable of being regener-

ated,. and keeping it because we have been redeemed. For by the
creation ~f th~ world, an? by the six.days of labour here enjoined,
regeneration IS equally signified ; while by the actual redemption
of the Israelites from Egyptian bondage, is signified the deliverance
of all men from the absolute power of evil, and the deliverance of
each man regenerated from his actual evils and thus the three things
denote regeneration considered from different points of view, And
the reason why, in this place, redemption is especially mentioned, is
because when man has advanced in regeneration, and reflects upon
his past experiences, he is more fully sensible of his state as to evil
apar~ fronl. the Lord; of the Lord's work of rcdenlption in general
and In particular ; and that he can only be preserved In good, that is,
can only truly keep the Sabbath, by the Lord's continual aid. But
there is here another little difference. I t is said, "that thy man..
servant and thy maidservant may rest as well as thou." And this
means, spiritually, that the result of regeneration is the harmony
of the external with the internal man.

Proceeding now to the fourth commandment, we also notice t\VQ

differences in the wording here, from that i{1 Exodus; and that these,
too, are, spiritually, the result of perception in an advanced state.
For" as the Lord commanded," is, literally, a reference to the former
delivery of the law ; but spiritually, it denotes a clearer perception of
Divine Good and Divine Truth, as coming by influx from the Lord,
and a more confirmed state of the acknowledjrrnent of Him, which
is signified by honouring the father and mother, since the father
represents Divine Good and the mother, Divine Truth. And also,
H that thy days may be long, and that it may be well with thee,"
denotes not only a state of good, but now in an advanced realization
of the spiritual life, a state of truth conjoined with good, and it may
be observed here, besides, that the four commandments having refer
ence to the Lord, mark successive states of worship, namely,
acknowledgments, rev~rence, obedience and love.

But Ihe four commandments which follow need no special com..
merit, as they are identical with thOSE! in Exodus; and it only remains
to notice the difference in the wording in ver, 2 I, containing the
ninth and the tenth, where the wile is named before the house
instead of after it as in Exodus. Now we k now from the character
of the Word, as involving a spiritual sense (John vi. 63, Luke xxiv.
45), that unless every word of the literal sense were preserved intact,
it would be impossible to obtain the connected spiritual meaning, and
therefore that the~ occurrence of the change just noticed is not
accidental. It is for the sake of the undcrlyirur mcaning, and we
may properly consider what that meaning- is. This repetition of the
commandments involves a description of an advanced condition of
the regenerated man, and their delivcrv in Exodus. a description of
his initiatory state; and there the house denotes the state of good
in man, which is not to be taken awnv bv covctousur-ss, and the wife
denotes the state of truth, but here the wife lu-nds the series, signifv
ing truth conjoined with good, while the house and field together
now signify good and truth conjoined in greatpr intensity intcrnally ;
and the reason is, that when good and truth arc conjoined in the
heavenly rnarriage, the w ife represents the will, or good, or affection,
and the husband, the understanding, truth, or intelligence. But
then, the will of the wife which is respectively external, is one with
the will of the husband which is respectively internal, and also the
understanding- of the husband which is respectively internal. is one
with the understanding of the wife which is respectively external;
and thus the two are united, the husband always being, as to both
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SU1\I~IARY OF THE SPIRITUAL SENSE

Tnc CO~TE~TS OF EACH VERSE

CHAPTER VI

I. That truths are given to man mediately by the Word in order
that he may be obedient to them even in the heavenly state, through
out all its changes even to eternity, vers. 1-3.

2. That the acknowledgment of one God is the chief of all truths;
and that love to Him is the essence of all good and truth, verso 4-5.

3. That the truths of the Word are to be carefully loved, and
taught, and remembered, internally, interiorly, and externally, vers.
6-g.

4. That, when man has fully entered into the heavenly state, and
truth and good are appropriated, he must be established in the truth
that his life is continually given to him by the Lord, vers. 10-13.

5. That he cannot, in that state relapse into evil; but he who is
in the course of regeneration is warned lest he should do this, verso
14-19.

6.That, in all his successive states there will remain with man
the memory of his deliverance from evil, and of his regeneration by
the Lord, along with the consciousness that he continually receives
a supply of truths from Him, and acts from-a state of good as if it
were his own, verso 20-25.

2. And in order that he mav
in holy fear, love the state ~f
truth conjoined with good,
and obey the truths external
and inte'rnal which had been

I. And this IS the Divine
Law, containing Truths ex
ternal and internal which the
Lord by influx from Himself
communicates mediatelv to
the man of the Spiritual
Church, in order that he may
Jive according to it, when he
cornes Tnto the full possession
and enjoyment of the heavenly
life;

I. Now this is the com
mandment, the statutes, and
the judgements, which the
LORD your Goa commanded
to teach you, that ye might
do them in the land whither
ye go oyer to possess it :

2. That thou mightest
fear the LORD thy God, to
keep all his statutes and his
commandments, which I
command thee, thou, and
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will and understanding, the internal, of which his wife, as to both
will and understanding, is the external form. And, mark you, it
is the iuholc will that rules harmoniously with the understanding
and not otherwise (}-1. 1-1. 367-369). But, in the initiatory stage of
regeneration, it is good that governs by truth as a principle, and
this is signified in Exodus by the house being first; whereas, in the
advanced stage, and when the process is completed, it is truth con
joined with good that governs front living affection; and t.his is
signified in our chapter by the wife being first; by the mention of
the field with house; and, in a lower degree, by the other things
named, since the leading principle enters into all below it.

Having therefore been enabled clearly to perceive this mystery, as
well as a great many others contained in the \Vord it remains to
make some remarks on the following sections. And the beginning
of the third section involves universally this most important truth,
namely, the revelation of the Word, accommodated to all state.s and
conditions of men in all ages. For without the Word, or without
some revelation of Divine Truth, it is impossible that man could ever
have had any knowledge of the Lord or of a future state, and this
truth also is involved in the rest of this section, and particularly is
it signified by the law of the ten commandments being written upon
t\VO tables of stone, this certainly denoting, besides what is stated
in the series, the pernlunency of Divine revelation. And indeed,
does not the preservation of the written Word as we now have it, as
well as the magnificent revelation of the internal sense now made,
demonstrate fully this permanency? But there is another thing
here that is worthy of notice. The tables of stone denote the endur
ing character of the Word, 9416, because the writing up~n them
signifies the confirmation of truth, and thus truth that remains; but
Moses as the medium between the l ...ord and the Israelites, denotes
that the Lord teaches man through the Word, and, truly, each man
according to his state. .

And this mediumship of the Word is finely and pathetically shown
in the rest of the chapter, even in the literal se.nse, but r:tuch mo~e

in the internal sense.' For by the people returning to their tents, IS

denoted not only that each human being" sho.uld remai~ in his own
particular life, but also that each should receive revelation from the
Lord distinctly; while by Moses standing by the Lord,. is de.noted
not only the permanency of revelation, but also the continual Influx
of Divine Good, or of Divine Love into every part of the Word,
affecting- mankind in such a \vay with the consciousness of the
Divine Omnipresence, as is well represented also by the. Lord's
charge to His disciples, when l-Ie appeared to them after His resur
rection, and said to them, "Lo, laIn with you always, even unto
the consummation of the age!" For what would all the. Divine
Truths of the \Vord be, if \VC had not an ever present consciousness
of the Divine Love, accornpanicd by reciprocal love.?n our .o\vn
parts? Let us then, reverently t and, \Vit~l all h~mlltty cultivate
this reciprocal love; for we nlay do so, notwithstanding' our: per~onal

insignificance· and we can do so because the Lord requires It of
us; 'and \vhen' we do so, we can show our love, or embody it in the
performance of uses, which are for the benefit of our fellow-creatures
(John xxi. 15-17).
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I
4. And therefore it is to be

known and remembered, that,
although Divine Good and
Divine Truth may be separ
ated in thought, yet they are
essentially one, and thus that
the Lord is One in Essence
and in Person.

thy son, and thy son '5 son,
all the days of thy life; and
that thy days may be pro
longed.

3. Heor therefore, 0 Is
rael, and observe to do it;
that it may be well with
thee, and that ye may in
crease rnightily, as the
J"ORD, the God of thy
fathers, hath promised unto
thee, in a land flowing with
milk and honey.

4. Hear, 0 Israel: the
LORD our God is oneLoun :

S. And thou shalt love
the LORD thy God with all
thine heart, and with all thy
soul, and with all thy might.

6. And these words, which
I command thee this day,
shall be upon thine heart:

7. And thou shalt teach
them diligently unto thy
children, and shalt talk of
them when thou sittest in
thine house, and when thou

revealed to him, and this in
every state of his life accord
ing to its three degrees to
eternity both as to the will and
understanding.

3. For obedience both as to
the understanding and will is
absolutely essential to the
spiritual man, so that he may
remain in the life of good, and
be abundant in truths, accord
ing to the Divine Love mani
fested in Divine Truth, in all
previous states of the church,
which abundantly receives, by
influx from the Lord, all
natural truths and all natural
delights to eternity.

5. And further, let it be
known and remembered that
love is the essential of all
worship of the Lord, as to the
will, as to the understanding,.
and as to both embodied in
action;

6. Also that the truths of
the Divine Law, which are
revealed from the Lord, and
are perpetually with the man
of the church as the Divine
Word, are to be in mostly
loved,

7. Externally received in
the understanding, and em
bodied in the life; and thus
are to be continually remem
bered in every state of rest in

walkest by the \vay, and
when thou liest down, and
when thou risest up.

8. And thou shalt bind
them for a sign upon thine
hand, and they shall be for
frontlets between thine eyes.

9. And thou shalt write
them upon the door posts of
thy house, and upon thy
gates.

10. And it shall be, when
the LORD thy God shall
bring thee into the land
which he sware unto thy
fathers, to Abraham, to
Isaac, and to Jacob, to give
thee; great and goodly
cities, which thou buildedst
not,

I I. And houses full of all
good things, which thou
filledst not, and cisterns
hewn out, which thou hew
edst not, vineyards and olive
trees, which "thou pJantedst
not, and thou shalt eat and
be full;

12. Then beware lest t hou
forget the LORD, which
brought thee forth out of
the land of I~gypt, out of the
house of bondage.

13. Thou shalt fear the
LORD thy God; and him

good; in every sta te of pro
Kress by truth; in every state
of external repose; and in
every state of external
activity,

8. And moreover, they are
to be conjoined with good in
the wil! and in the under
standing internally,

9. And in the will and
understanding externally.

10. Again, when man, by
the reception of Divine Good
conjoined with Divine Truth.
has entered into the heavenlv
state, given and confirmed to
the celestial, spiritual, and
natural po\vers; and when
doctrines both as to good and
truth are taught to him and
are acknowledged to be from
the Lord.

i I. Also when receptacles
of good and receptacles of
truth in the Natural are, in
like manner, acknowledged to
be Irorn the Lord, with the
spiritual and celestial things
thcmselves : and when good is
fully appropriated;

12. Even then must the
ma n of the church be estab
lished in the truth that his
life is not self-derived, but is
continually giycn to him on
account of the Lord's work of
redemption from the loves of
self and the world.

I 3. And by this means love
and holy fear must be pre-
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shalt thou serve, and shalt
swear by his name.

14. \Te shall not go after
other gods, of the gods of
the peoples which are round
about you;

IS. For the LORn thy
God in the midst of thee is
a jealous God; lest the
anger of the LORn thy God
.be kindled against thee, and
he destroy thee from off the
face of the earth;

16. Ye shall not tempt
the L,ORD your God, as ye
tempted him in l\lassah.

17. Ye shall diligently
keep the commandments of
the LORI) your God, and his
testimonies, and his statutes,
which he hath commanded
thee.

18. And thou shalt do
that which is right and good
in the sight of the IJORD:
that it may be well with
thee, and that thou mavest
go in and possess the good
land which the LORD sware
unto thy fathers,

19. To thrust out all thine

dominant in the heart, truth
in the understanding, and
both in every word and work.

14. For declension into evil
and falsity will then be im
possible to the fully regener
ated man; and the man of the
church in the course of re
generation is warned against
the dang-er of relapsing into
evil in consequence.

15. And besides this, while
good is conjoined with truth
in heaven as to the minutest
particulars, evil and falsity are
conjoined with the wicked in
the hells, and they are strongly
averted fr orn the Lord, desir
ing the destruction of heavenly
good and truth which are from
Him, and being themselves
totally vastated.

16. Moreover, the good, in
heaven, can no longer enter
into temptations, which they
know that they endured in
former states of conflict with
evil;

17. And the" are conscious
that they are delighted in
diligently acting according to
all Divine laws interior, ex
terior and external, from pure
love.

18. But the man of the
church on earth is warned
lest he should violate truth
and good, the quality of which
he perceives from the Lord,
so that he, too, may enter into
the possession of the heavenly
life, which is promised to him
by the Lord in all ages,

19. Because, at all times, he

enemies from before thee, as
the LORD hath spoken.

20. When thy son asketh
!hee in time to come, say
mg, What Olean the testi
monies, and the statutes,
and the judgements, which
the LORD our God hath
commanded you?

21. Then thou shalt say
unto thr son, \\T e were
Pharaoh s bondmen in
Egypt; and the LORD
brought us out of Egypt
with a mighty hand:

22. And the LORD shewed
signs and wonders, great
and sore, upon Egypt, upon
Pharaoh, and upon all his
house, before our eyes:

23. And lie brought us
out from thence, that he
might bring us in, to give
us the land which he sware
unto our fathers.

24. And the LORD com
manded us to do all these
statutes, to fear the IJORI)
our God, for our good
always, that he might pre
serve us alive, as at this day.

H

is endowed with po\\'er to
re sis t e v iI f ro m the D ivi n e
Omnipotence, or hv means of
Divine Truth proceeding from
Divine Good.

20. Further, in the succes
sive states of the man of the
Spiritual Church on earth and
in heaven, there shall be fully
the remembrance of truths j~
all their variety, and also i)

desire to investigate them.

2 I, And this desire will be
satisfied fiy information from
the \Y"ord that all I11en, as to
their first consciousness of
life, are merely natural; and
that the Lord, by the assump
tion and g-lorification of His
Human, has delivered the
spiritual man from that state.

22 . i\ nd t hat re veIat ion has
been Blade of an abundance of
truths frOITI the \'''ord both in
its literal and spiritual sense,
by which evil and falsity are
overCOB1C, even bv the exercise
of the rational "pcl\vcrs from
the Lord.

23. Arid that thus the
spiritual man is delivered f rorn
things merely natural, in order
that he tllay enjoy the heavenlv
life, which is promised to hi~l
and confirrru-d to him bv the
Lord in all ages. .

24. And it further Follows
that man has received all
truths internal and external
Irom the Lord; and is enabled
to love good conjoined with
truth continually, a nd thus
continually to enjoy the hig-her
life. .
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REFERENCES AND NOTES

I. This being the commandment, and the statutes, and the judg
tnents which the Lord their God commanded to teach them,. denotes
that this is the Divine La w, con taining tru ths ex~ernal and ~nternal,

which the Lord by influx from Himself, communicated mediately to
the man of the Spiritual Church, 3382, 8357, 2001. 5486, 7007, 7010,

3654; and that they might do them in the land .\vhither t~ey we!!t
over to possess it, denotes in order that he ~ay hve according to It,
when he comes into the full possession and enjoyment of the heavenly
life, 5755, 4258, 3705, 1585, 2658.

2. That he might fear the Lord his God to keep ~ll his statut~s

and his commandments which Moses commanded him, denotes In
order that the man of the church may, in holy fear, love the st~te

of truth conjoined with good, and obey the truths external and In
ternal which had been revealed to him, 2826, 2001, 3382, 7010, S~86,~

H thou and thy son and tl.1Y ~on '5 son.all the. days of thy hfe,
denotes in every state of hIS life, according to Its. three degrees ~o

eternity, 3654, 5912, 487, 249; and by the ~ays being p~olongedt lS
denoted both as to the will and understanding, 683, 8898.

3. "I-Iear therefore, 0 Israel, and o~serve to do. it," .denotes that
obedience both as to the understanding and will, IS absolutely
essential to the spiritual man, 8361, 3654: 3382, 425~, 6~3;,," that it
(nay be well with thee, and that ye may increasc unightily, denot~s

so -that he Olav remain in the life of good, and be abundant In
truths, 4258, 2646, 683; "as the Lord the ~?d of thy fat~ers ha!h
promised thee," denotes a.ccording to the !Jlvlne Love manifested In
Divine Truth in all previous states and In all future states of the
church, 200 I, 3i0313, 2951; and "in a land flowing with milk. and
honey," denotes an abundance of natural truths and natural dehghts
to eternity, 8056, 3705.

4. "l-Iear, 0 Israel: the Lord our God is one Lor~,': denotes that
it is to be known and remembered that although DIVine Good .and
Divine Truth may be separated in thought, yet they are essentially
one, and thus that the Lord is one in Essence and in Person, 8361,
3654, 2001.

5. "And thou shalt love the Lord thy G.od \\~th all thine h~ar~.
and with all thy soul, and with all thy might, . denotes that. It IS
further to be known and remembered that love IS the essential of

25. And it shall be right
eousness unto us, if we ob
serve to do all this com
mandrnent before the LORD
our God, as he hath com
manded us.

25- And it is the true right
eousness of the spiritual man
that he is able, as from him
self, but really from the Lord,
to understand and practise all
Divine Truths according to
the laws of Divine Order.

all worship of the Lord, as to the will, as to the understanding, and
as to both embodied in action, 10143, 9050, 6343.

6. ".And these words, which I command thee this day shall be
upon thine heart," denotes that the truths of the Divine Law, which
are revealed from the Lord, and are perpetually with the man of
the church as the Divine \Vord, are to be inmostly loved, 1288, 675 2,
5486, 2838, i54 2 •

7. U And -thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy childr~n,"
denotes that the truths of the Word are to be externally received
in the understanding, and embodied in the life, 7007, 5912; "and
shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house," denotes that
they are to be continually remembered in every state of rest in good,
7063, 9422, 2233; "and when thou walkest by the wny," denote~ in
every state of progress by truth, 8420, 2234; "and when thou best
down," denotes in every state of external repose, 36g6; "and when
thou risest up," denotes in every state oj external activity t 240 I.

8. U And thou shalt bind them for a sign upon thine hand, tt de
notes that they are to be conjoined with good in the will, 10388 ;
"and they shall be as frontlets between thine eyes:' denotes the same
in reference to the understanding, 10388.

9. ":\nd thou shalt write them upon the door posts of thine house,
and upon thy gates," denotes in the will and understanding externally
as well as internally, i 847, 1453.

10. "It shall be when the Lord thy God shalt bring thee into the
land," denotes, when man by the reception of Divine Good conjoined
with Divine Truth, has entered into the heavenly state, 4979. 2001,
8764, 3705; "\vhich he sware unto thy fat~ers, to Abraham, to Isaac,
and to Jacob to give thee,". denotes given and cO!lfirmed to the
celestial, spiritual and natura1 powers, 2842, 370313, 60g8, 8899; and
"great and goodly cities which thou buildedst not," d~not es when
doctrines both as to good and truth are taught to h1l11. and are
acknowledged to be from the Lord, 2227, 6720, 402, 4390. 1304.

I I. "And houses full of all good things which thou filledst not.
and cisterns hewn out. which thou hewedst not," denotes when
receptacles of good and receptacles of truth in the natural man are,
in like manner, acknowledged to be from the Lord, 9150, 1488, 5487,
270 2 3, 372 0 2 ; "vineyards and olive trees which thou plantedst not,"
denotes spiritual and celestial things themselves, 9277, 8326; U and
thou shalt eat and be full," denotes when good is fully appropriated,
2187, 5487.

12. "Then beware lest thou forget the Lord, which broug-ht thee
forth out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bonda~e," d~notes
that even then must the man of the church be established In the
truth that his life is not self-derived, but is continually given to
him on account of the Lord's work of redemption f rorn the loves of
self and the world, 5 I iO, 200 I, 8866.

13. cc Thou shalt fear the Lord ~!lY God. and him s!lalt thou
serve and shalt swear by his name, denotes that, by this means,
love and holy fear must be predominant in the heart, truth in the
understanding, and both in every word and work, 2826, 2001. 5947,
2842 , 2628, 2724.
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I -f. "Ye shall not go after other gods, of the gods of the peoples
which are round about you," denotes that declension into evil and
falsity will then be impossible to the fully regenerated man; and the
man of the church in the course of regeneration, is warned against
the dang-er of relapsing into evil in consequence, 3 19 1 , 93 17, 3295,
2973·

15. "For the Lord thy God in the midst of thee is a jealous God,"
denotes that, besides this, while good is conjoined with truth in
heaven as to the minutest particulars, evil and falsity are conjoined
with the wicked in the hells, 2001, 200, 88i5;. and" lest the anger of
the Lord thy God be kindled against thee, and he destroy thee from
otT the face of the earth." denotes that the wicked are strongly
averted from the Lord desiring the destruction of heavenly good
and truth which are Irorn Him, and bcing themselves totally
vastated, 5798, 2001, 10510.

16. "Ye shall not tempt the Lord your God, as ye tempted him in
Massah," denotes that the good, in heaven can no longer enter into
temptntions, which they know that they endured in former states of
conflict with evil, 2768, 2814, 2001, 8587, 8588.

17. "Y'e shall diligently keep the commandments of the Lord your
God, and his testimonies, and his statutes which he hath com
rnanded thee," denotes the consciousness that they are delighted in
diligently acting according to all Divine laws interior, exterior, and
external from pure love, 3382, 2001, 9503, 5486.

18. "And thou shalt do that which is riRht and good in the sight
of the Lord," denotes that the man of the church on earth is warned,
lest he should violate truth and good, the quality of which he per
ceives from the Lord, 5i55, 8361, 4258, 2403, 2001; "that it may be
well with thee," denotes the realization of good, 4258; and "that
thou maycst go in and possess the good land which the Lord sware
unto thy fathers," denotes so that he too may enter into the posses
sion of the heavenly life, which is promised to him by the Lord in
all ages, 6901, 2658,3705, 2001, 2842, 3i033.

19. "1'0 thrust out all thine enemies from before thee as the Lord
hath spoken," 'denotes that at all times he is endowed with power to
resist evil from the Divine Omnipotence. or by means of Divine
Truth proceeding from Divine Good, 10638, 2851, 2001, 295I.

20. "'Vhen thy son asketh thee in time to come saying, \Vhat
mean the tcst iruonics and the statutes and the judgements, which the
Lord our God hath commanded you? " denotes that, in the successive
states of the man of the Spiritual Church on earth and in heaven,
there shall be fully the remembrance of truths in all their variety,
and also a desire to investigate them, 59 1 2 , 3385, 2625 , 1822, 9503,
3382, 2001, 5486, 3654.

2 I. "'rhen shalt thou sav unto thy son, \Ve were Pharaoh's bond
men in Egypt, and the Lord broujzht us alit of Egypt with a I1lighty
hand," denotes that this desire will be satisfied, by information from
the \Vord, that all men, as to their first consciousness of life are
merely natural; and that the Lord, by the assumption and g-lorifica
Han of His Human, has delivered the spiritual man from that state,
1822, 5912, 3019, 8866, H7R, 7010.

22. ",\nd the Lord showed signs and wonders, great and sore
upon Egypt, upon Pharaoh, and upon all his house, before our
eyes," denotes that revelation has been made of an abundance of
truths from the Word both in its literal and spiritual sense, by
which evil and falsity are overcome even by the e.x.ercise of the
rational powers from the Lord, 2001, 7273, 7290, 4967, 601 5, 5875,
24°3·

23. U And he brought us out from thence that he might bring us
in to give us the land which he sware unto our fathers," denotes
that thus the spiritual man is delivered from thin~s merely natural,
in order that he may enjoy the heavenly life, which is promised to
him, and confirmed to him by the Lord in all ages, 8866, 8898,
8899, 2842, 3i03 13 . ,

24. U And the Lord commanded' us to do all these statutes, to fear
the Lord our God for our good always, that he might preserve us
alive as at this day," denotes that man has received all truths
internal and external from the Lord; and is enabled to love good
conjoined with truth continually, and thus continuallv to enjoy the
higher life, 2001, 5486, 5i55, 3382, 2826, 4258, 290, 2838.

25. "And it shall be righteousness unto us, if we observe to do
all this commandment before the Lord our God as he hath com
manded us," denotes that it is the true righteousness of the spiritual
man that he is able as from himself, but really from the Lord, to
understand and practise all Divine Truths, according to the La\VS

of Divine Order, 1813, 3382, 5755, 2001, 5486.
In cornmrnencing our reflections on this chapter, it nlay be useful

to point out that several terms arc applied to the truths of the Word
as, in our first verse, com m andment s, statutes, and jllll~CHll'nts an'
used, to denote different <k\grees and kinds of truth: and that, of
course, no tcrrn of this kind is ever wrong ly so applied, Hence,
therefore, the "COJllJllandnlent" is here put to signify the internal
sense of the "·ord taken as a whole, while "statutes," and "judge
ments," denote external and internal truths as comprehended in that
"commandrnent." And thus we learn, that we ought not to neglect
the study ol the internal things, of the Word, by being too intent
upon its literal sense. And why ? The answer is, because the
internal truths explain and illustrate the external, while the latter
confirm and strengthen the former. But besides the three terms
here named, ordinances denote all things of the 'Yard in general.
commandments or precepts signify the internal things of the \Vord;
statues the external things, and laws all things thereof in particular.
But the evident purpose of the first section is to st irnulate the ITlaJ1
of the church to earnest obedience, and also to the necessity of
instructing succeeding generations in order that he and they Jl1ay
advance to the enjoyment of the heavenly life, and remain perpetually
in it. But in the literal sense, it is clear that the rnotive set before
the Israelites is simply a selfish and worldly motive. And i! is most
remarkable that, throug-hout the books of Moses, the blc ssings and
delights of a perfect state of eternal happiness and peace after death,
are not put forward as the greatest things to be desired and sought
after. And this affords one of the most convincing proofs, that these
books, being the \Vord of the Lord our God, must involve the
internal sense, which relates to heavenly realities. For it is not pos
sible to conceive that the pleasures and .delights of a merely worldlv
state of prosperity, should thus be set before 111en as stimulants
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to virtue, especially considering how very frequently it happens that
the wicked in this world, enjoy great riches and honours, while
the good rcma in in obscurity, and so often suffer poverty, with all
its attendant miseries. And also, that Moses should not have in
structed the Israelites to some extent concerning the future life, is
all the more remarkable, because the dreams, and visions, and
miracles spoken of by him, and recorded in other parts of the Old
Te-stament , surely indicate that some idea of, a life after death
existed among them.

The next section although short, involves very much. And the
fanner part of it 111ay naturally be divided into three parts, namely,
the necessity of ncknowledging' a Divine I3eing, the implication that
there is more than one, and the fact that there is only one. The
necessity is involved in the words "Hear, 0 Israel"; and we may
take Israel here, in the universal sense, as denoting all men capable
of regeneration by a conflict against evil and a victory over it; for
Jacob was named Israel, because as a prince he contended against
God and men and prevailed. And hearing, here denotes, that man
ought to perceive from the will that there is a God, and that He is
one. I t is quite right that we should wish to perceive intellectually
that there is one God; and it is said" blessed are the pure in heart,
for they shall see God." nut it is necessary that we should be
tuilling to believe in God, even before we can properly understand
that there is a God; and this is the spiritual force of the word
" hear! " as the reference shows, 3163. And we can hear in this
sense, because, being created into the image and likeness of God,
we have the idea of God impressed upon us, the influx from Him
(T.C.R. 8) naturally disposing us to acknowledge Him; and besides
unless we acknowledge the authority of our Creator, we shall not
feel ourselves responsible, and thus too, shall not fight against evil
because it is contrary to the Divine Being. We are not to wait.
therefore, until we understand that there is a God, before we believe
in H irn. Our common sense as human beings is quite sufficient
to enable us to acknowledge Him, And thus the Israelites, under
1\loses were able to acknowledge Jehovah; but not one of them was
compelled to do so. And this must not be forgotten. An infernal
may believe in a God and tremble, because his idea of God is a false
idea; but he will not acknowledge Him as our section requires.

But there is the implication that there may be more gods than
one, which is embodied in the word "our. tt The Lord our God rnav
be one God out of many : and it is clear from their history, that many
of the Israclites thought so, since they were so prone to lapse into
idolatry. But we need not enlarge on this. Let us rather consider
the idea that there can only be one Divine Being. It is so because,
to be the Divine Being, He rnustbe the self-existent, or First Cause
of all things, or in other words, the Infinite, and there cannot be
two first causes, or t\VO infinite beings as is evident; and yet there
must be an Infinite Bein~, \Vho is uncaused Love, Wisdom, and
Energy in order that finite' forms of Love, Wisdom, and Energy may
exist. And hence therefore, it is certain that there is such an Infinite
Divine Being \Vho is Jehovah; for human beings are finite forms
of love, wisdom and energy, so that the Divine Being must be a
Divine Human Being of th-is character. .

And coming- now to the second part of the section, we learn that
the spiritual man is to love the Lord his God, and that this love is
the essence of all good and truth from Him. Here then, we are to
consider the duality of the one God, and also that this involves a
Divine Trinity in Him, since Love, Wisdom. and Energy or Opera-

tion thence, include e"t>rything- in the one Lord t iod, and everything
that proceeds from Him, and is then-fore finit .._ For although we
have just seen .truly that there can only be one God, \\'C have not yet
considered that lIe i;;; essentially ]OVf', and that this love is entirely
unselfish : for it is the love of creating for the purpose of forming
a heaven Irorn the human race, each individual of which, shall love
as the Lord loves, and shall thence desire above all things to perform
some use to eternity. And thus to love the I....ord is to desire to be
like Him, or to have conjunction with Him, and from this .l?ve to
love the neighbour which is to do good to others, and nothing but
good, as the Lord does. But love al?nc does not enable. us .to do
this, since there 111USt be wisdom to gUIde love; and that this wisdom
is derived from that love in the Lord, is evident, because love in
Him is as an origin, or as a Father, and wisdom is from that love
as a Son from that Father ; and this is the great duality, both in
the Lord and in mankind. And thirdly, it naturally follows that
this duality united in a Divine and heavenly marriage, produces a
third essential, beyond which there can be no other; and that is
energy, activity or·usefulness; and this energy or Proceeding, in the
Lord, is the Holv Spirit, so that we now have the Divine Trinity
in completeness; ·and we are to observe, that it is a Tri-unity, or a
three in one, from the very nature of the case, since love without
wisdom cannot plan; wisdom without love cannot act; and both
together without action, are not only impossible but useless. And
seeing that this is true of the Divine Being and thence of all created
beings who are His images, and likenesses, we now perceive how
much is involved in loving the Lord our God w ith all our heart,
with all our soul, and with all our strength.

And now, therefore, it follows in the third section, that what is
right as regards our duty of loving the Lord, is also right as regard~

our duty in being delighted with His Word. But having so closely
considered the second section, it is not necessary to enlarge upon
this, as the same principles a'e involved. We nlay remark , how
ever, that as the expression "these words." carries with it the idea
of the truths of the \\Tord considered distinctly, as adapted to every
deg-ree of mans life, and to every state in which he Inay be, so the
unity of Divine Truth as proceeding from the Lord, is equally
insisted upon in_the expression, "'\\"hich I command thee." That
is, it must be acknowledged that all truths are harmonious as
being from the Lord Himself. And that the Divine Truths of the
Word are in successive degrees from the inmost even to ultimates
is verv finelv shown bv the various correspondences as they occur here.

The main teaching of the fourth section, also, is very important
from a practical point of view. I t is comparatively easy for the man
of the church to perceive and ncknowlr-djzc thnt he was created by
the Lord; but it is not so r-nsv to realize that he receives life from
Him bv influx continuallv. And vet it is r-sscntinl that he should do
so. A;ld therefore the ca-ution cont ained in vr-r. 12. spiritually under..
stood, implies that rnan, not only during his progress to heaven, but
also in heaven itself, must not lose the consciousness of his continual
dependence upon the [ ...ord. In Him we actually live and move
and have our beirur, and it cannot be otherwise. And it mav be
well remarked. that the feeling that this is so, is greatly calculated
to make us confident of our 0\\'0 capacity as forms of use, without,
at the same time involving any thoug-ht of self, self-righteousness,
pride, or vanity, all which things are to be rejected and abhorred,
as destructive of the heavr-nlv life. And hence the closing- words of
this section, are cxceedinglv Jmpressive in every se nsr-.
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SU~f~tARY OF THE SPIRITCAL SE~SE

CHAP'l'ER \TII

l'"IIE CONTENTS OF E:\CII \'ERSE

I. The spiritual man is instructed that the evil passions, and the
errors of his merely natural life are to be .thoroughly rooted out,
verse 1-5.

2. He is also further taught that he has been redeemed from evil
and kept in good by the pure love and mcrr'v of the Lord, and not on
account of any good or truth inherent in ~hilnself; that a state of
good from the Lord g-ives conjunction with HiITl; but that a state
of evil causes aversion from Hirn : and that conjunction can only
be maintained by obedience, verso 6-11.

3. And thirdly he is assured that persistenc{' in a sta te of good
will produce happiness and delight 111 every region of the rnind ;
freedom from all spiritual diseases; the po\v('r to overcome, as Irorn
himself, all evils and falsities, not suddenly but by degrees; and at
length a permanent state of aversion frOIH evil on account r. f it s
contrariety to good, verso J 2-26.

I. Further, when Div inc
Good conjoined with Divine
"lruth ca uses rnan to rcalize
the hea vcnlv li fC ;1Iter which
he is stri\"~ng-, and for this
purpose enables hi III to over
come and reject all Ia lsiries
and evils , n.mu-lv , falsities
producing- evil; fa lsit ies 00\\"

ing f rom evil ; evil as to its
gencral and particular prin
ciple; evil as to its external
mani fest a tion : fa ls itv derived
frorn that cvil : evil ~ in which
there is yet some good; and
falsity in which there is yet
some truth; all of which arc
ITIOre powerful than rnerclv
external and selfish worship :

I. When the LORD thy
God shall bring thee into
the land wh ither thou goest
to possess it, and shall cast
out manv nations before
thee, the Hittite, and the
Girgashite, and the Amorite,
and the Canaanite, and the
Perizzite, and the Hivite,
and the [ebusite, seven
nations greater and rnighticr
than thou;

But the fifth section supports and emphasizes the fourth; and
therefore it is worthy of serious consideration. For, to begin with,
we are assured that as far as the heavenly state itself is concerned,
men cannot relapse into evil and error, while yet in the course of
his progress towards it, he may certainly do so; but then, on the
ether hand, the 'reason why his state of goood in heaven is pernla
nent, is because he is kept in that state by a strong force frorn the
Lord, since his external man, denoted by the earth in ver. 15, is con
joined with his internal and expresses it. And again, although,
during regeneration, he is liable to fall back, yet, if he be faithful,
he is protected ,by the Lord's ardent zeal for his salvation, and his
external man is delivered Irorn opposing evils which cause the
aversion from the Lord denoted by anger; while still the wicked
themselves who tempt are naturally more and more vastated as is
signified by their being destroyed. And now, therefore, it follows,
in the remainder of the section that, in the heavenly state, the man
of the church can no longer be tempted, although he is liable to be
so, during his preparatory stage, both these things being involved
in vers. 16-19, on account of what is said in ver. 10; and because,
when Moses thus addressed the Israelites, they had established
themselves on the eastern side of the Jordan, and represented those
potentially in the heavenly life, but not, as yet, fully so. And indeed,
there are successive degrees of Divine Truth in every part of the
\Vord, in order that what applies to the church on earth, may apply
also, more interiorly, to the church in heaven, and to the Lord's
glorification, and its wonderful processes, in the supreme sense.

But in thinking upon the last section, it is very interesting to
notice first that, in the eternal state of the heavenly life, the memory
of all former states remains, and that, in fact, so much is this the
case, that nothing is ever eradicated from the memorv. And this
is fully implied in vcr. 20 when it is spiritually interpreted. This
truth, however, is more strongly and more emphatically stated in
the words of 868, that "every angel, if left in the least degree to
himself would rush spontaneously into hell." The reason is that his
hereditary and actual evils adhere to everyone, although, in the
angelic state, they have been removed by regeneration, and are
quiescent, But it is not to be inferred, secondly, that the heavenly
state may not be eternal. On the contrary, our section shows that
it is, and also that the same ]::1\VS of life, which guided man during
reg-eneration, will also govern him to eternity. But then, of course,
!hey will be more fully understood and obeyed. 13ut it may be asked,
In the third place, "'Vho are the sons of the ang~ls that will inquire
of them concerning Divine 'fruths?" And it is clear that we must
answcr : "'fhey are those who are regenerated by the Lord through
the ministry of the angels." For" the angel of the I...ord encampeth
round about them that fear Him and dclivereth them 7t (Ps. xxxiv.
7). And now, without farther extending- this commentary, as the
remaining points are all familiar to us, we may decide more than
ever to associate ourselves with the ang-cls, by loving- the I ..ord and
the Word, and by being obedient thereto, as we continue our pro
~ress, until at last, we shall he angels ourselves, and shall rejoice
111 nothing- more than to be of use in our own heavenly function,
and to aid others by our influence, to persevere in doing the same
as we ourselves have done.
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2. And when the LORI)

thy God shall deliver them
uri before thee, and thou
shalt smite them ; then thou
shalt utterly destroy them :
thou shalt make no covenant
with them, nor shew mercy
t1 nto thern :

3. Neither shalt thou
make marriages with them;
thy daughter thou shalt not
give unto his son, nor his
daughter shalt thou take
unto thy son.

4. For he wj ll turn a\vay
thy son from Iollowing me,
that they may serve other
gods: so will the anger of
the LORD be kindled against
you, and he will destroy thee
quickly.

5. But thus shall ye deal
with them; ye shall break
down their altars, and dash
in pieces their pillars, and
hew down thei r Asherim,
and burn their graven
images with fire.

6. For thou art an hol v
people unto the L,ORI) th~"
God: the LORI) thv God
hath chosen thee to bea
peculiar people unto him
self, above all peoples that
are upon the face of the
earth.

7. The Lorm did not set
his love upon you, nor
choose you, because ye were
more in number than any

2. But which are powerless
when worship is internal as
well as external, and arc
therefore rejected; and this
rejection shall then be corn
plete : for there can be no con
junction between good and
evil, nor between truth and
falsity.

3. And therefore neither
can genuine rnarriage love
exist with them since good
cannot be conjoined with
falsity, nor evil with truth.

4. For falsity perverts good
and truth and causes the wor
ship of evil and falsity; and
then aversion from the Lord
is produced, and vastation as
to truth must necessarilv
follow. ~

5. And therefore also, the
spiritual man destroys in him
self merely selfish wor-ship.
and rejects its formalities;
abolishes worship from faith
without charitv; and over
comes all self-derived intelli
gence by the power of the
genuine love of good from the
Lord.

(i, And indeed, with the
truly spiritual rnan good and
trut h must he conjoined, since
t hev are united in the Lord;
and thus the spiritual man
must be distinguished Irorn
the merely natural man.

7. Moreover', the Lord does
not love the spiritual man, and
therefore impart Rood to him,
on account of his vast attain-

people: for ye were the
fewest of all, peoples:

8. But because the LORI)

loveth you, and because he
would keep the oath which
he sware unto your fathers,
hath !he LORI) brought you
out with a mighty hand, and
redeemed you out of the
house of bondage, from the
hand of Pharaoh king of
Egypt.

9. Know therefore that
the LORI) thy God, he is
God; the faithful God,
which keepeth covenant and
mercy with them that Jove
him and keep his command
ments to a thousand aenera-

" bhons;

10. Arid repayeth them
that hate him to their face,
to destrov them: he will-not
be slack 01 to him that hateth
him, he will repay him to
his face. ~

] J. 'T' h0 1I S ha It the re fore
keep the commandrnr-nr, and
the statutes. and the jUdgf'
ments, w hir-h I r'ornma nd
thee this day, to do them.

12 ....\nd it shall come to
pass, because ve hearken to
these judgements, and keep,
and do them. that the !~(H~I)

thy God shall keep with thee
the covenant and the mercv
which he sware unto t11,'
fathers : ~

merits in spiritual truth, but
because of his rece ption of
good and of his humility ;

8. But from pure mercy.
and for the confirmation of
truths by good, and of good
by truths continually with
man, is he redeemed by the
Omnipotence of the Lord from
the slavery of the natural man,
and from the absolute po\\'er
of all merely natural affections
and truths.

9· Let him know therefore
assuredly, that the Lord is
One in Essence and in Person;
f rom Whom is all Divine
Truth and all Divine Good
most certainly, w hen these
are received and obeyed; and
this with all Iulness even to
eternity.

10. :\150 that the wicked
destroy good in thernselves
internally; and where aversion
from the Lord inwardly pre
vails. "there indeed it will pre
vail outwardly and inwardlv
together. ~

I r , And hence the truly
spiritual man must be obedien-t
to the Lord by the reception
~)f truths conjoined with g-ood
Internally, and by external
worship ~ conjoined -\vith genu
ine truths in the natural man.

12. It is, therefore, a uni
v ersal principle, that obedi
ence on the part of man both
as to undcrstandinj- and will
produces conjunction with th~
Lord both as to truth and as
~o good, which conjunction
IS confirmed from good hv
t r ut h,
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I J. And he will love thee,
und bless thee, and multiply
thee: he will also bless the
fruit of thy body and the
fruit of thy ground, thy corn
a nd thy wine and thine oil,
the increase of thy kine and
the young of thy flock, in
t he land which he sware
unto thy fathers to give
thee.

14· Thou shalt be blessed
above all peoples: there
shall not be male or female
barren among you, or
anl0ng your cattle ..

15. And the l..iORIJ will
take a,vay from thee all sick
ness; and he w il l put none
of the evil diseases of
l~gypt, which thou knowest,
upon thee, but will lay them
upon all them that hate thee.

16. And thou shalt con
sume all the peoples which
the l..iORD thy God shall
deliver unto thec : thine eye
shall not pity them: neither
shalt thou serve their gods;
for that will be a snare unto
thee.

17. If thou shalt say in
thine heart, These nations

13. For love produces con
junction, and conjunction
causes the multiplication of
truths inwardly ; it also does
the same interiorly as to the
life of the will and understand
ing, and this as to the good of
truth, the truth of good, and
as to good itself; and the
same as to all natural affcc
tions and spiritual affections
together in the life of good
confirmed by truths promised
in all former states of the
church.

14. And the regenerated
spiritual man therefore, has
conjunction with the Lord,
while those who are in truths
only have none; and truth is
always productive in its own
good, at the same time that
good is rendered fruitful by
truths, both internally and
externally.

15. Moreover the truly
spiritual man in heaven is no
longer affiicted with evils, nor
can he any longer be troubled
by perverted natural affections,
the remembrance of which he
still retains; while those who
are averted from the Lord
cannot fail to suffer from such
evils."

16. The truly spiritual man
therefore, loves to overcome
evil with good, whenever the
opportunity is given to him
by the Lord; for the truth
with him necessarily rejects
all evils; and he is unwilling
to be led astray by falsities
From evil, because he is aware
of their delusive character.

17. And indeed, if the
doubt is insinuated into his

are more than I; how can I
dispossess them?

J8. Thou shalt not be
afraid of them: thou shalt
well remember what the
LORD thy God did unto
Pharaoh, and unto all
Egypt;

19. The great temptations
which thine eyes saw, and
the signs, and the wonders,
and the mighty hand, and
the stretched out arm,
whereby the LORD thy God
brought thee out: so shall
the LORD thy God do unto
all the peoples of whom
thou art afraid.

20. :i\foreover the LORD
thy God will send the hornet
among them, until they that
are left, and hide them
selves, perish from before
thee.

2 I. Thou shalt not be
affrighted at thern : for the
LORD thy God is in the
midst of thee, a great God
and a terrible.

22. And the I~oRD thy
God will cast out those
nations before thee by little
and little: thou mayest not
consume them at once, lest
the beasts of the field in
crease upon thee.

Blind, that evils are more
powerful than good, and tha t
he cannot overcome,

18. This doubt is soon re
moved and replaced by con
fidence; for he remembers the
Lord's work of redemption,
and his own deliverance from
the bondage of the natural
man, both as to evil and error,

19· l"'he spiritual tempta
tions of which he had been
conscious; the confirmations
of truth and good, and the
power of truth and good in
his natural man by which he
had been delivercd : and he
now knows that good con
joined with truth is far more
powerful than all the falsi ties
and evils, which , without
Divine aid, he could not have
overcome.

20. Besides all this, the
truly spiritual rnan is con
scious that evils and falsities
bring- upon themselves their
own vastation, and that al
though they remain with ITIan,
they are quiescent, and as if
they did not exist, thus that
they are fully remitted.

2 I. Nor can such evils and
falsities again excite his fears,
because good conjoined with
trut~ is his ruling principle,
and IS more powerful than all
evil and falsity.

22. And it is an eternal
truth, derived from the con
junction of good and truth
that evils and falsities ITIUst
be removed by degrees, and
that their sudden re mova] by
force externally, would but
agg-ravate the internal statc as.
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to evil, and cause it to break
forth violently.

CHAPTER I'll

REFERE~CES AND NOTES

III

2.1. But the LORD thy
God shall deliver them
up before thee, and shall
discomfit them with a g-reat
discomfiture, until the'}" be
destroyed.

24. And he shall deliver
their kings into thine hand,
and thou shalt rnake their
name to perish from under
heaven: there shall no man
be able to stand before thee,
until thou have destroyed
them.

25. The graven images of
their gods shall ye burn
with fire: thou shalt not
covet the silver or the gold
that is on them, nor take it
unto thee, lest thou be
snared therein: for it is an
abomination to the LORD

thy God:

26. And thou shalt not
bring an abomination into
thine house, and become a
devoted thing like unto it:
thou shalt utterly detest
it, and thou shalt utterly
abhor it; for it is a devoted
thing.

23. While, on the other
hand, the Lord can save the
man who trusts in Him, be
cause, in Him, good and truth
are united, and because also,
evil and falsity must be con
joined in the wicked, causing
their separation from the
good.

24. And thus the truly
spiritual man has po\ver ove"'r
all falsities from evil; nor can
his heavenly life be infested
any more by such falsities,
and the tendency of all those
who are confirmed in them, is
to flee from the presence of
those who are in good and
truth, and to be more and
more vastated.

25. For all intellectual per
versions are overcome by love;
nor does the truly spiritual
man desire for selfish pur
poses, merely external forms of
truth and good, and he knows
that they are contrary to his
life of good, and cannot de
ceive him, being totally in
opposition to Divine Good
united to Divine Truth.

26. And therefore also, he
knows and feels that no evil
can be associated with good;
that he cannot become devoted
to evil; that he is entirely
averse frorn it both in will and
understanding; and this be
cause of its inherent quality as
evil.

1. It When the Lord thy God shall bring thee into the land whither
thou goest to possess it," denotes that when Divine Good conjoined
to Divine Truth causes man to realize the heavenly life after which
he is striving, 2001, 9305, 3705, 3335, 2658; U and shall cast out
many nations before thee," denotes that, for this purpose he enables
him to overcome and reject all falsities and evils, 2657, 1259; "the
Hittite," denotes falsities producing evils, 68,58; II the Girgashitc,"
denotes falsities flowing from evil, ]867; U the Arnoritc;" denotes evil
as to its general and particular principle, 1857 ; U the Canaanite,"
denotes evil as to its external manifestation, 144-1-; "the Perizzite;"
de~otes falsi~y from that evil, J573; "the Hivitc;" denotes evil in
which there IS yet some good, 6860; "the jebusitc," denotes falsity
in which there is yet some truth, 6860; and "seven nations greate-r
and mightier than thou," denotes all of which arc more powerful
than merely external and selfish worship, 7346, 5268, 1259, 2227,
8315, Num. xx, 12. '

2. U And when the Lord thy God shall deliver them up before thee,"
denotes that evils and falsities are powerless when worship is internal
as well as external, 200 I, 6864-6865, 365-1-; "and thou shalt smite
them, and utterly destroy thern ," denotes the rejection of evils, this
rejection being complete, 98095; and "thou shall make no covenan t
with them, nor show mercy unto them," denotes that there can
be no conjunction between -good and evil, nor between truth and
falsity, 666, 5816, 683.

3. "Neither ~h.alt thou n~ake rnarriarres with thC'111; thy dauphtr r
thou shalt not RIve unto hIS son, nor his daughter shalt thou takc
unto thy son," denotes that, therefore, neither can genuine mnrri.ur«
love exist with them, since good cannot be conjoined with falsity, nor
evil with truth, 2466 , 489. ..

4. "For he will turn a\\"ay thy son from follow inrr me, that they
rnay serve other gods; so will the anger of the Lord be kindled
against thee, and he will destroy thee quickly," denotes that falsity
perverts good and truth, and causes the worship of evil and falsity;
and then aversion from the Lord is produced, and vasta tion 3S to
truth must necessarily follow, i44 2 , 489, 3 19 1 , 9347, 5798, z395.
5284.

,» "nut thus shalt thou deal with thern ; ye shall break down their
altars," denotes that the spiritual man destroys in hirnsclf merely
selfish worship, 3654, 2395, 10642; "dnsl. in pieces their pillars."
denotes to reject its Iorrnalities, 10643; Hand hew down their
Ashcrim ;" denotes to abolish worsb ip from merely false doctr incs,
which is the same thing- as worship from faith alone. 10644 ; lC and
burn their graven images wit h fire." denotes to overcome all self
derived intelligence by the po\\"cr of the genuine love of good Ircrn
the Lord, 10143, 886 9, 934>

60 "For thou art an holy people unto the Lord. thy God," denotes
that indeed, with the truly spiritual man. good and truth must be
conjoined, 8806, 1259, 2001; and "the Lord thy God hath chosen
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thee to be a peculiar people unto himself, above all the peoples that
are upon the face of the earth," denotes that the spiritual man must
be distinguished from others, and especially from the merely natural
man, 2001, 3755". 1259 , 27, 1309·

7. "<The Lord did not set his love upon you, nor choose you,
because ye were rnore in nurnber than any people; for ye were the
Iewest of all peoples," denotes that the Lord does not love the
spiritual man, and therefore impart good to him, on account of his
vast attainments in s~iritual truth, but because of his reception of
good, and of his humility, 2001, 37554, 1941, Num. ix. 20, 39004

•

8. "But because the Lord loveth you," evidently denotes from
pure mercy, 1735; 6' and because he would keep the oath which he
sware unto your fathers," denotes for the confirmation of truths by
good and of good by truths continually with man, 2842 370313; and
U hath the Lord brought you out with a mighty hand, and redeemed
you out of the house of bondage from the hand of Pharaoh king
of Egypt," denotes that man is redeemed by the Omnipotence of the
Lord from the slavery of the natural man, and from the absolute
power of all rnercly natural affections and truths, 8866, 878.

9. "I{no\v therefore that the Lord thy God he is God," denotes
that man should know assuredly that the Lord is One in Essence
and in Person, from \VhOOl is all Divine Truth, 2001; and U the
faithful God that keepeth covenant and mercy with them that love
him and keep his commandments to a thousand generations," denotes
that from the l ..ord proceeds all Divine '[ruth and all Divine Good
most certainly when these are received and obeyed, and this, with all
fulness even to eternity, 30, 34, 2001, 666, 1735, 1013, 3382, 2575,
1041•

10. "And repayeth them that hate him to their face to destroy
them," denotes that the wicked destroy good and truth in them
selves internally, 8223, 2395, 358; and" he will not be slack to him
that hateth him, he will repay him to his face," denotes that where
aversion from the Lord inwardly prevails, there indeed it will prevail
outwardly and inwardly together, 34883, 8223, 2395, 358.

'[his verse indicates that, in the other life, with the wicked, in
ternal aversion from the Lord will quickly manifest itself externally,
which is signified bv the words U he will not be slack," in the second
clause, while that ·clause itself implies that what the evil are in
wardly, that they will certainly becorne outwardly ; and that when
they do evil its restraining punishment, or consequences, will fall
upon thcm.

I I. "rrhou shalt therefore keep the commandment and the statutes
and the judgernents which I command thee this day to do them,"
denotes that hence the truly spiritual man 01uSt be obedient to the
Lord by the reception of truths conjoined with good internally, and
hy r-xtcr nnl worship conjoined with genuine truths in the natural
man, 3JH2, 5486, 2388, 5i55, 4258.

12. "And it shall come to pass, because ye hearken to these judge
merits. and kvep and do them;' denotes that it is therefore a universal
principle that obedience on the part of man both as to the understand
ing- and will. 4Qi9, 2542, 3382, 5755, 4258; and" that the Lord thy

God shall keep the covenant and the mercy which he sware unto thy
fathers," denotes "produces conjunction with the Lord both as to
truth and as to good, which conjunction is confirmed from good by
truth," 2001, 666, 2842, 370313.

13. "And he will love thee, and bless thee, and multiply thee,"
denotes that love produces conjunction, and conjunction causes the
multiplication of truths internally, 4126, 3514, 6172; "he will also
bless the fruit of thy body and the fruit of thy ground, thy corn, and
thy wine, and thine oil," denotes that it docs the same interiorly as
to the rife of the will and understanding, and this as to the good of
truth, the truth of good, and as to good itself, 4 12 6 , 489, 348, 3580,
3728; and. U the increase of thy kine and the young of thy flock in
the land which he sware unto thy fathers to give thee," denotes
the same as to all natural affections and spiritual affections together
in the life of good confirmed by truths promised in all former states
of the church, 59 13, 3705, 2842 , 3703 13, 8899.

14- "Thou shal t be blessed above all peoples; there shall not be
male or female barren among- you or among your cattle," denotes
that the regenerated spiritual man has conjunction with the Lord,
while those who are in truths only have none; and truth is always
productive in its own good, at the sarne time that good is rendered
fruitful by truths, both internally and externally, 35 14, 1259. i25,
9325, 752 3-

15. "And the Lord will take ~l\vay Irorn thee all sickness; and he
will put none of the evil diseases of Egypt, which thou knowest,
upon thee, but will lay them upon all them that hate thee," denotes
that the truly spiritual man in heaven, is no longer afflicted with
evils, nor can he any longer be troubled by perverted natural aflec
tions, the remembrance of which he still retains; while those w ho
are averted from the Lord ~annot fail to suffer from such evils,
2001, 3947, 57 12-3 , 5406 , 5280 , 34883, 3654. ·

16. "l\nd thou shalt consume all the peoples which the Lord thy
God shall deliver unto thee," denotes that the truly spiritual man
loves to overcome evil with good whenever the opportunity is Riven
to him by the Lord, 10,431, 1259, 2001, 8899; and U thine eye shall
not pity them; neither shalt thou serve their gods; for that will be
a snare unto thee," denotes that the truth with him necessarily rejects
all evils; and he is unwilling to be led astray by falsities from evil,
because he is aware of their delusive character, 4409, 705 1 , 9347, 7653.

17. U If thou shalt say in thine heart, These nations are more than
I; how can I dispossess thern ? " denotes that, indeed, if the doubt is
insinuated into his mind that evils are more powerful than Rood nod
that he cannot overcome, 1822, 72i2, 125(). 6654.

18. "'Thou shrrlt not be afraid of thorn : thou shalt well remember
what the Lord thy riod did unto Pharaoh and unto all Eg-ypt ."
denotes that this doubt is soon removed and replaced by confidence;
for he remembers the Lord's work of Redempt ion , and his own
deliverance from the bondage of the natural man, both as to evil
and error, 1i87, 8884, 200 I, 8866.

19. "The great temptations which thine cyes saw ," denotes the
spiritual temptations of which he had been conscious, 227 t 2150;

I
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"and the signs, and the wonders, and the mighty hand, and the
stretched out ann, by which the Lord thv God brought thee out"
denotes the confirmations of truth and good, and the po\ver of truth
and good in his natural man, by which he had been delivered 7273
8784., 2001, 8866; and "so shall the Lord thy God do unto ~11 th~
peoples of whom thou art afraid," denotes that he now knows that
good conjoined with truth is far more powerful than all the falsities
and evils which, without Divine aid, he would not have overcome,
2001, 2618, 1259, 1787.

20. "l\IIoreover the Lord thy God will send the hornet among
th~m," denotes that besides all this the truly spiritual man is con-:
SCIOllS. that evils and falsities bring upon themselves their own
vastation, 2001, 696, 933 I; and "until they that are left and hide
thenl?elve~, perish from befor~ thee," denotes that alth~ugh they
remain with man, they are quiescent, and as if they did not exist,
thus that they are fully remitted, 868, 455 2 , 7655, 358.

• ~I. H Th?u shalt not be affrighted at them: for the Lord thy God
1S In the midst of thee, a great God and a terrible," denotes that such
evils and falsities cannot again excite their fears, because good con
joined with truth is his ruling principle, and is more powerful than

.all evil and falsity, 1787, 2001, 200, 2227, 986.

22. "And the Lord thy God will cast out these nations by little
and little; thou mayest not consume them at once, lest the beasts
of the fields increase upon thee," denotes that it is an eternal truth
derived from the conjunction of good and truth, that evils and falsi
ties must be removed by degrees; and that their sudden removal bv
force externally, would but aggravate the internal state as to evil,
and cause it to break forth violently, 2001, 10638, 9335, 9336.

23. "But the Lord thy God will deliver them up before thee, and
shall discomfit them with a great discomfiture, until they be de
stroyed," denotes that, on the other hand, the Lord can save the man
who trusts in 1-1 irn, because in Him good and truth are united; and
bec~use also ~vil and falsity must be conjoined in the wicked, causing
their separation from the go,?d, 2001, 6864, 358, 8616, 683, 105 10.

24. "And he shall deliver their kings into thine hand, and thou
shalt make their n arne to perish from under heaven ;" denotes that
thus the truly spiritual J11an has po\\"er over all falsities from evil;
nor can his heavenly life be infested any I110re with such falsities
6864, 878, 1682, 145, 7055, 661 3 ; and "tl~us shall no J11an be able to
stand before thee, until thou have destroyed them," denotes that the
tendency of all those who are confirmed in thern , is to flee Irorn the
presence of those who are in good and truth, and to be more and
more vastatcd, 1682, 3136, 3654, 10510.

25. "<The graven imngcs of their g-ods ye shall burn w ith fire,"
denotes that all intellectual perversions are overcome by love, 8867,
8869, 934; "thou shalt not covet the silver or the gold that is on
them, nor take it to thee," denotes that the truly spiritual man does
not desire, for selfish purposes, merely external forms of truth and
good, 8910, 425, 38°9; and" lest thou be snared therein; for it is an
abomination to the Lord thy God," denotes that he knows they are
contrary to his life of g-ood, and cannot deceive hirn, being totally
in opposition to Divine Good united to Divine Truth, 9348, 6052, 2001.

26. "Thou shalt not bring an abomination into thine house, and
become a devoted thing like unto it; thou shalt utterly detest it, and
thou shalt utterly abhor it; for it is a devoted thing," denotes that
he knows and feels that no evil can be associated with good; that
he cannot become devoted to evil; that he is entirely averse from it
both in will and understanding; and this because of its inherent
quality as evil, 6052, 1488, 3 J28, 9 193, 3488, 683.

By referring to J 140 we shall find, that the names of the nations
of Canaan. mentioned in the first. verse of.our first section, are only
meant nations,. who represent~d different kinds of corrupted worship,
and who' practised such worship ; and thus that there never was such
a person as Noah, Shern, Ham, or Canaan. And consequently,
although the people of the promised land were called Canaanites,
and were there when Abram first passed through it, they were so
called for some other reason than because they were the sons of a
person named Canaan. And of course, the same remark is applic
able to the sons of Canaan, that is, to Heth, or the Hittites the
Girgashites, the Amorites, the Canaanites, the H ivites, and the
jebusites, who were six of the seven nations the Israelites were
commanded to expel, or destroy. And the Perizzites who make the
seventh, were therefore very likely also a nation so called without
being the de~cendants of a person with a similar name. But they
are not mentioned as the sons of Canaan in Gen. x. And from this
we can see that, by .the C~naanite nl.entioned in Gen. xii. ..6, xiii. i,
are meant all the SIX nations, described as the sons of Canaan in
the allegory of Gen. x, and by the Perizz ite, either a different nation
which dwelt there, or those Canaanites who belonged to the villages,
or to the unwalled towns, as distinguished from the rest, who in
habited the cities and the to\\·I1S defended by walls. Sec, however
Kitto: art. "T'crlzxite ", where it is considered by the writer that all
the names now engaging our a ttcn tion were proper names derived
f:onl the name of. some pcr~n. But this is not to be wondered at,
SInce Noah and hIS descendants, have generally been considered as
real persons. .

~otice next, however that the meaning of four of these names has
e,,:Idently a bad correspondence, and that the other three, as associated
with them, rnay be considered in the same light; and that hence they
prop.er!y represent the various falsities and evils here specified. For
a I-Itttlt~ means, one uiho trembles, or fears; a Girgashite, one nuho
dwells lit. clay, or returns [rom pilgri111age; an Amorite, a rebel;
a .Canaanlte, a merch ant .or a trader; Perizzites, 'villagers; a Hivite,
'U;'lckedness; a~d a Jebusitc, one who treads uuderjoot, And now ,
SInce these nations all represent the falsities and evils of the merely
!1atural man, we can well understand the impressive teaching of the
Intern.al sense of the rest of this section, which is, that they are to
be driven from o~r hearts. and minds and to be destroyed utterly.
But when we consider the literal sense, \\"C are not to believe [rom it
tl~at :;ggressive ~nd cruel wars ar~~ meant to be encouraged by the
d.lreCtIons here given to the Israelites, or that even wha t are some
times called just wars are in harmony with Divine Good and Divine
Truth, denoted, respectively, by Jehovah, and by Moses. For all
warfare, we may depend upon it, whether it is natural or spiritual
whether it b~ ~ngaged in [rom self-~e!ence on the natural plane:
or .from a prlnc~ple of good on .the spirit ual plane, in the necessary
r~slstance to evil and. error, which cannot be avoided, is yet essen
tially the result of evil, and consequently cannot exist at all in the
heavenly state of mankind, either upon earth or in the heavens. For
in the good time coming upon earth, and in the fully regr-neratcd
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state of I11an, it is equally true that men "\vill beat their swords
into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks: nation shall
not lift up sword Hgainst nation, neither shall they learn war any
more " (Isaiah ii. 4). But the next section now claims our attention.

And we have to inquire why the Israelites were called a holy
people, and" a peculiar people, unto the Lord their God, and why they
were chosen by Hirn P \Ve see at once, that, on account of their
continual lapses into idolatry, they were not really a holy people,
and that they were not peculiar in this respect, so as to be superior
to all the nations of the earth; is manifest from Exod, xxxii, 9;
Deut. ix. 6-7; x. 16; Acts vii. 5 I, where they are called a stiff
necked people. But yet the reason why they were still so called is;
because they were of such a character, that they could become the
representatives of a true spiritual man or church; and now, if we
turn to the next verses, and note the reason given in the literal sense,
we can see how truly and in what sense the Lord loved them. It
was because they were capable of representing the true church;
moreover, because He desires the salvation of all men; and also
because it had been foreseen long before that they were adapted
for this purpose. And also if we consider the internal sense here,
combined with the correspondential value of the terms tuany and
[eui, it will be clearly understood, who they are that are really
chosen by the Lord in all ages and among all nations. For as has
been said in the last chapter, there can be no conjunction with the
Lord on the part of man, unless he loves the Lord, which amounts
to the same thing as to love as the Lord loves, or to love to com
municate joy, happiness, and peace to others without any selfish
or worldly motive ; and this requires to be well observed, inasmuch
as it plainly shows the connection between love to the Lord and love
to the neighbour, and justifies the statement that if a man love not
his brothers, whom he hath seen, how can he love God whom he
hath not seen? (I John iv, 20, 21). Not only however, is this section
valuable, both spiritually and naturally, as an illustration of the
character of the Divine Love, but it also shows that this love was
the cause of the universal redemption of rnarikind from the absolute
power of evil, which is denoted by the deliverance of the children
of Israel from Egyptian bondage, and indeed is the cause of the
actual deliverance of everyone who is regenerated from his own
evils (John iii. 16).

And again, in concluding our reflections on this section, we have
particularly to notice that the Lord is distinctly put before the Israel
ites as one who, like any ordinary man, is intensely revengeful, and
that for this reason, His commandments oug-ht to be kept. Now
it is' necessary that we should rightly understand this, in. the light
of the genuine truth. The Lord is love itself, wisdom Itself and
energy or activity itself, and is therefore the unchangeable Lord,
so that when in the Word it is said of Him , that lIe takes venge
ance on them 'that hate I-Iim , and repayeth them to t~eir face, t~ereb'y
is Incant that evil and error bring their own punishment, since It
is impossible that any law of Divine Order can ~e violated \vit~out
producing such an effect. But nevertheless the Word was so \Vrl~ten
as it is in accommodation to the states of man before regeneratron,
and of' those who will not permit themselves to be re~ener~ted, in
order that the former might be at first led to shun. their e.vIls from
the fear of punishment, and af.ter\vards fr?m supenor m~t1ves; and
that the latter might be restrained by their. fears of punlsh!TIent or
sufTering, from indulging their evil passlon~,.or follo\vlo.g th.e
dictates of their false persuasions, beyond the limits of use, since It

is impossible that there should be such a thing as suffering, or
punishment, unless use were the end aimed at by the Lord Who
governs the universe, and thus all in the hells, as well as all in the
heavens, 696. But for a comprehensive idea of the final states of
evil spirits, consider also A. R. 153 x , where we read that "if any
one (in the hells) does evil to another, he is cast in to a corner of the
cavern, upon a certain bed of accursed dust, where he is miserably
tormented, until such times as the overseer sees sig-ns of repentance
in him, and then he is released and commanded to do his work....
Of such caverns, which are nothing but eternal workhouses, the
universal hell consists." And read besides, 61t'8, 7280, and H. H.,
480, 543, 'reflecting that positive information given to mankind, by
one who had so long a daily, and open experience of the states of
those in the other life as twenty-seven years (1-1.1-1. r : 'r.C.R. 779),
combined with a clear knowledge of the laws and principles, accord ...
ing to which those there are governed, ought to be .sufficiently con
vincing to the rational mind, that what such a revelator has written,
is the very truth, especially considering the fact. that by means of
the same person, the \Vord of the Lord has been also demonstrated
so fully, to contain the internal sense, which it docs contain; and
concerning which the man of the church is well able to form a
judgment (or himself. But let us now proceed to a review of our
last section.

And first we observe that only obedience [rom love bv truth, can
produce full conjunction with the Lord, because love produces con
junction, and thence is the increase of truths, since, in the Word
multiplication has relation to truths; secondly that the same con
junction also produces a great abundance of good works, or useful
actions, seeing that these are the things to which fruit corresponds,
and that these good works have relation to the natural, the spiritual,
and the celestial degrees of marr's life, which are signified by corn,
and wine, and oil respectively, as well as to the external and internal
man denoted by the kine -and the flock; and of course the land
s\vorn to be given to the fathers, is heaven itself, both as to its
external realities specifically signified by land or earth, and as to its
internal realities, denoted especially by the man himself, as to the
good principles which constitute his life as a man, and which rule in
all external things; while thirdly this conjunction with the Lord
exists with man inrnostly, which is represented by nobody being
barren among the I sr ae lites , as we ll as outwardly , which is Incant
by none being- barren among' their cattle. For the regenerated man
is certainly above all people, by being in good and not only in truth;
but he certainly has no desire to be above others from any selfish
arnbition : but he would be where his use is, and neither above nor
below it.

Again, who does not see, considering only t he literal sense, that
selfish motives alone were those by which the Israelites were
governed? And is not this the rr-al reason w hv the "Yard wa s so
framed for thern as to appeal to such mot ivr-s. since \\'C can be
quite certain that no such are to be attributcd to the eternal Lord
God? Look, for example at vrr. 15, where it is said that whik- IIe
would take away diseases Irorn them, I-Ie would inflict thern upon
their enemies, and that these were the diseases of Eg-ypt. But how
different is the inner mcaninrr. which involve-s the truth first of all
that it is contrary to the Divine nature to cause any disease, that
diseases correspond to evils and errors which can only arise from
the violation and perversion of what is Divine. signified here by
Egypt; that evil is opposed to good as an enenlY is to a friend;
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'[HE CONTENTS OF EACH VERSE

SU1tf~I:\RY OF THE SPIRITUAL SENSE

CHAPTER vru

I. Obedience to the Lord is insisted on as the condition of the
enjoyment of the heavenly life, together with the remembrance of
former trials and blessings, verso 1-6.

2. A description of that heavenly life is given, verso 7- 10 .

3.... f'.lso a c~~tion against. a relapse into evil and error, with
additional rerruruscences showing the uses of trials and temptations
in establishing the life of ~ood, with the certain consequences of
determined disobedience, verso 1 1-20.

I. For the man of the
Spiritual Church must be
obedient to the laws of Divine
Order, which are Divine
Truths perpetual, that he may
receive spiritual life or love
and charity, and also an
abundance of truths, and
thus enter into the heavenly
state, which is confirmed, to
those who are in good, from
eternity.

I. All the commandment
which I command thee this
day shall ye observe to do,
that ye may live, and multi
ply, and go in and possess
the land which the LORI)
sware unto your fathers.

and that it carries with it its own punishment or suffering exactly
as indulgence in any evil passion or delusive falsity, is the cause,
to those who thus indul~e, not only of hatred, revenge and cruelty,
but even of actual physical diseases, as is very well known, And
therefore the very thought that the Divine Being- could advise a
holy people to inflict torment, without pity, and without mercy,
and even go beyond them in doing similar things Himself is quite
repugnant to the thought of an all wise, and all beneficent God
Whose very life consists in removing evils from those who su tier
from them, and in communicating blessings to all who are willing
to receive them by living according to the laws of Divine Order,
which are but the expression of His love. . .

And this brings us naturally to our last point. The destruction
of the wicked, which is here signified by the destruction of the
enemies of the Israelites, was representative of the fact that evil
really brings its own punishment with it, and that this can only be
removed by ceasing to do evil, and learning to do well even from
selfish motives which take the form of fear. And since the wicked
must continue to exist for ever, by virtue of the degrees of life which
are within themselves, and yet are above their consciousness, and
by which they are connected with the Divine Being (D.L.\V. 432,
and H. H. 39), therefore they cannot lose the delight of living, nor do
they ever desire to lose it. And therefore also it follows from the
very nature of the Lord's love, that they cannot but be of some use,
which contributes to the universal good of mankind as a whole,
and particularly to the welfare of the wicked themselves. .

But, with regard to the good, t\VO things, are here to be well
remembered; they cannot in their probationary state be delivered
from evil, except by degrees, and according to the order of regenera
tion, which is signified by the gradual extermination of the wicked
nations of Canaan; and they must be, in the end, finally and eternally
separated from the wicked, as is signified by the Israelites entirely
destroying their enemies. But let it be noted that this separation is
not arbitrary or forced, but arises from the natural law of things,
namely that only similarity of character conjoins persons in the other
life, and, that dissimilarity invariably causes separation.

2. And thou shalt rernem
ber all the ,,-ay which the
I.JORI) thy God hath led thee
these forty years in the \,'iJ
derness, that he might
humble thee, to prove thee,
to know what was in thine
heart, whether thou would
est keep his commandments,
or no.

2. And he must also rernern-'
ber all the opera tions of the
Divine Providence for his re
generation and salvation
thr.o'..lgh. a full course of temp
tations In a state of obscurity
so tha.t he .might acknowledg~
that In himself there is no
g~d, might acquire a strong
deSIre. for trl~th, and might be
established In love, himself
clear!y discer.ning the quality
of hIS own life in a state of
spiritual f reedorn,

119
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3. And he humbled thee,
and suffered thee to It1Inger,
and fed thee with manna,
which thou knewest not,
neither did thy fathers
know : that he might make
thee know that man doth not
live by bread only, but by
every thing that proceedeth
out of the mouth of the
LORn doth man live.

4. Thy raiment waxed not
old upon thee, neither did
thy foot swell, these forty
years.

5. And thou shalt con
sider in thine heart, that, as
a man chasteneth his son, so
the f-lORD thy God chasten
erh thee.

6. And thou shalt keep
the commandments of the
L,ORD thy God, to walk in
his ways, and to fear him.

7. For the lJORI) thy God
bringeth thee into a"' good
land, a land of brooks of
water, of fountains and
depths, springing forth in
valleys and hills;

3. For by temptations a
state of humility had been in
duced; an earnest longing for
good had been felt; he had
desired to receive the good of
truth according to his state,
although the process by which
this was accomplished was be
yond his knowledge, and in
deed beyond the knowledge of
preceding churches; so that he 
might learn that not merely
outward delights and external
good can satisfy the soul. and
that spiritual life is from the
Lord alone by the Word.

4. The spiritual man re
members also, that in all his
past experience, truths had
never failed for him; and that
although he had been tempted,
the natural man had not
gained the dominion.

5. And therefore he is ad
monished, and now perceives
from a s ta te of chari ty, that
all his ternptations had been
by the Lord's leading, a means
for the reception of good
throug-h the discipline of the
truth.

6. And therefore also that
he must now obey the Divine
comrnandrnen ts , which pro
ceed from the conjunction of
good with truth, from the
heart, with the understanding,
and by a holy life.

7. For it is bv Divine Good
united with Divfne Truth, that
he will inherit the heavenly
kingdom, which is a genuine
life of good, and thence an
abundance of truths natural,
spiritual, and celestial. result
ing from states of good ex
ternal as well as internal,

8. 1\ land of wheat and
barley, and vines and fig
trees and pomegranates ; a
land of oil olives and honey;

9 . A land wherein thou/
shalt eat bread without
scarceness. thou shalt not
lack any thing in it; a land
whose stones are iron, and
out of whose hills thou may
est dig brass.

10. And thou shalt eat
and be full, and thou shalt
bless the LORD thy God for
the good land which he hath
given thee.

I I. Beware lest thou tor
get the Lonn thy God, in
not keeping his command
ments, and his judgements,
and his statutes, which I
command thee this day:

J 2. I .. est when thou hast
eaten and art full, and hast
built goodly houses, and
dwelt therein;

1.3. And when thy herds
and thy flocks multiply,
and thy sil ver and thy gold
is multiplied, and all that
thou hast is multiplied;

14. Then thine heart be
lifted up, and thou forget

8. \\"hich is also a state,
therefore, of interior g-ood, ex
tcrior good, interior truths, of
exterior truths, of scicntifics
of good, and of celestial and
natural delight harmoniously
combined.

9. A state in which g-ood
shall be supplied in abundance
according- to every need;
where there will be no scar
city; and, in short, a state in
which sensual truths contain a
truly natural quality, and the
holy principle of charity be
comes fully embodied In
natural good.

10. Moreover the regener
ated spiritual man shall appro
priate all good in fulness;
shall enjoy full conjunction
with the Lord by a reciprocal
state of love; and shall ac
knowledge from the heart that
all his delights in good are
from the Lord alone. .

I I. And yet he must be on
his 'guard, iest he should vio
late any of the laws of order,
which are truths internal, in
tcrior, and external, of whic h
he is continually receptive.

12. For even w he n he has
appropriated Rood in fulness
internally and externally, dur
ing regeneration;

13. Arid the natural and
spiritual affections are deve
loped, the knowlcdges of truth
and g-ood are incrcased, and,
in short, when the whole man
is renewed ;

14. Even then the spiritual
man is free, and ITIay become
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!{EFERENCES AND· NOTES

J. U Al! the commandment which I command thee this day shall ye
observe to do," denotes that the man of the Spiritual Church must
be obedient to the laws of Divine Order which are Divine Truths
perpetual, 3382, 7010, 5486, 2838, 5755, 3654; and" that ye may live,
and multiply and go in, and possess the land which the Lord sware
unto your fathers, tt denotes that he Inay receive spiritual life, or
love and charity, and also an abundance of truths, and thus enter
into the heavenly state, which is confirmed to those who are in good
from eternity, 290, &)01, 2658 , 3705, 3703 1 3

•

2. "And thou shalt remember all the \\":TV which the Lord thv God
hath led thee these forty yr'ars in the wilderness." denotes that he
must remember all the operations of the Divine Providence for his
regeneration and salvation, through a full course of temptations in
a state of obscurity, 8884, 2234, 2001, 1937, 730, 27°8; and" that he
might humble thee, to prove thee, to kriov..." what w a s in thine heart,
whether thou wouldest keep his cornrnandmcnt s or no," denotes so
that he might acknowledge that in himself there is no good, might
acquire a strong desire for truths, and Inight be established in love.
himself clearly discerning the quality of his own life in a state of
spiritual freedom, 1937, 2768, 2230, 7272, 3382.

the LORD thy God, which
brought thee forth out of the
land of Egypt, out of the
house of bondage;

15. Who led thee through
the great and terrible wilder
ness, ushcrcui iccrc fiery ser
pents and scorpions, and
thirsty ground where was no
water ; who brought thee
forth water out of the rock
of flint;

16. Who fed thee in the
wilderness with manna,
which thy fathers knew not;
that he might humble thee,
and that he might prove
thee, to do thee good at thy
latter end:

17· And thou say in thine
heart, My power and the
might of mine hand hath
gotten me this wealth,

18. But thou shalt re
member the LORD thy God,
for it is he that giveth thee
power to get wealth : that he
may establish his covenant
which he sware unto thy
fathers, as at this day. -

proud Irorn selfish love, and
ignorant of the Lord, through
ascribing his life to hirnself ;
and may forget that all his
salvation is from the Lord by
the work of redemption.

15. Also that. the Divine
Providence had been continu
ally operating for his eleva
tion, through temptations as
to civil and as to falsity, aris
ing from the lusts of the
sensual man, and the direful
errors thence derived; and
that, in consequence, truths
had appeared to be entirely
wanting, until the temptation
was past and an abundance of
such truths had been supplied
from the Word in its literal
sense.

16. And it is possible also
for the man of the Spiritual
Church, to forget how he had
been provided by the Lord
with the g-ood of truth in every
state of his life, the origin and
quality of which he could not
discern, in order that he might
acknowledge the Lord in
humility, become fully con
scious of his own sinfulness,
and at length realize good
from the Lord.

17. For selfish love is such
that it claims all life as its
own, both as to the will and
as to the understanding.

J 8. Let the spiritual man,
therefore, remember continu
ally, that the Lord by Divine
Good and Truth conjoined irn
parts to him all po\ver to
acquire, as from himself, the
knowledg-e of what is true and
the love of what is good: and

19. And it shall be, if
thou shalt forget the L.. ORD
thy God, and walk after
other gods, and serve them,
and worship them, I testify
against you this day that ye
shall surely perish.

20 . .:\5 the nations which
the LORD maketh to perish
before you, so shall ye
perish; because ye would
not hearken unto the voice
of the LORD your God.

that he has been regenerated,
and thus conjoined with the
Lord, by love, from the Divine
Mercy, and by truth operative
and confirmed in all ages; and
that he will continue to be a
recipient of the Divine Life
even to eternity.

19. But that, nevertheless,
if he shall turn a\vay from the
Lord and live according to
falsities, devoting himself to
them in heart and understand
ing, he will surely separate
himself from the heavenly life,
and be vastated as to all good.

20. For then he will become
one with the infernal po\vers,
and thus reject all good and
truth, because he has deliber
ately chosen the life of evil.
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3· "And he humbled thee, and suffered thee to hunger, and fed
thee with marina which thou kriewest not, neither did thy fathers
know;" denotes that by temptations, a state of humility had been
induced; an earnest longing for good had been felt; he had desired
to receive the good of truth according to his state, although the
process by which this was accomplished was beyond his knowledge,
and indeed beyond the knowledge of preceding churches, 1937, 4958,
520 1, 8400, 22JO, 370313; and" that he [night make thee know that
man doth not live by bread only, but by everything that proceedeth
out of the IHOUth of the Lord doth man live," denotes so that he
might learn that not merely outward delights, and cxtcrnal good
can satisfy the soul; and that spiritual life is from the Lord alone
by the Word, 2230, 4287\ 290, 8410, 12880

4. "'Thy raiment waxed not old upon thee, neither did thy foot
swcll , these forty years," denotes that truths had never failed, and
that although he had been tempted, the natural man had not gained
the dominion, 1073, 2348, 2162, 15852, 7300

5. "And thou shalt consider in thine heart, that, as a man chasten
eth his son, so the Lord thy God chasteneth thee," denotes that the
spiritual man is admonished, and now perceives, from a state of
charity, that all his temptations had been, by the Lord's leading,
a means for the reception of good, through the discipline of the
truth, 3654, 2230, 7272, 10155, 158, 696, 489, 2001.

6. "And thou shalt keep the commandments of the Lord thy God,
to walk in his \vays, and to fear him;" denotes that he must now
obey the Divine commandments, which proceed from the conjunction
of good with truth, from the heart, with the understanding, and by
a holy life, 3382, 200 I, 519, 2234, 2826.

7. "For the Lord thy God bringeth thee into a good land, a land
of brooks of water, of fountains and depths, springing forth in
valleys and hills," denotes that it is by Divine Good united with
Diviuc Trut h , that he will inherit the heavenly kingdom, which is a
genuine life of good and thence abundance of truths, natural,
spiritual and celestial resulting from states of good external and
internal, 2001, 6901, 370S, 270211, 1292.

s. "A land of wheat and barley, and vines and fig trees and pome
granatps," denotes a state therefore of interior g-ood, exterior good,
interior truths, exterior truths, and scientifics of good, 3332, 511313,
9552 ; and H a land of oil olives and honey," denotes a state of celestial
and natural delight harmoniously combined, 9139, 5620.

9. "A land wherein thou shalt eat bread without scarceness,"
denotes a state in which good shall be supplied in abundance accord
ing to every need, 2187, 8410, 5360; "thou shalt not lack anything
in it," denotes where there will be no scarcity, 5360; and h a land
whose stones are iron, and out of whose hills thou mayest dig- brass,"
denotes a state in which sensual truths contain a natural quality,
nud. the holy principle of charity becomes fully embodied in natural
goOd, 425, 3424.

10. U And thou shalt r-at and be full," denotes the appropriation of
all good in fulncss, 21R7; and "thou shalt bless the Lord thy God
for the good land that he hath given thee," denotes the enjoyment

CliAPTER r11]

of full conjunction with the Lord, by a reciprocal state of love; and
ackriowlcdgment from the heart that all delights in good are from
the Lord alone, 35 14, 2001, 3705, 8899.

II. "Be~"are lest thou forget the Lord thy God, in not keeping
his commandments, and his judgements, and his statutes, which I
command thee this ~Y," denotes that yet the spiritual man must
be on his guard lest he should violate any of the laws of order,
which are truths internal, interior, and external, of which he is
continually receptive, 5170, 2001, 3382, 8357, 7010, 5486, 28JH.

J 2. "Lest w hen thou hast ea ten, and art full, a nd hast built goodly
houses and dwelt therein," denotes that even when he has appro
priated good in Iulness, internally and externally during regeneration,
2187, 4390, 1293.

]3. ".And when thy herds and thy flocks multiply," denotes when
the natural and spiritual affections are developed, 6126; "and thy
silver and thy gold is multiplied," denotes when the knowledges of
truth and good are increased, 425; and" all that thou hast is multi
plied," denotes when, in short, the whole man is renewed, 3654, 1941.

]4. "Then thine heart be lifted up, and thou forget the Lord thy
God, which brought thee forth out of the land of Egypt, out of
the house of bondage," denotes that even then the spiritual man is
free, and olay become proud from selfish love, and ig-norant of the
Lord through ascribing his life to himself"; and 1l1ay forget that all
his salvation is from the Lord by the work of redemption, j272,
586, 2148, 5170, 200 I, 88660

15. "\Vho led thee through the great and terrible wilderness,
wherein were fiery serpents and scorpions, and thirsty ground where
was no water;" denotes that the Divine Providence had been COI1

tinuallv operating for his salvation, through temptations as to evil,
and as to falsity arising from the lusts of the sensual man, and the
direful errors thence derived; and that, in consequence, truths had
appeared to be entirely wanring, 19Ji, 2i08, 38635, 10019, 85688;
and" who brought thee forth water out of the rock of flint," denotes
until the temptation was past, and an abundance of such truths
had been supplied from the Word in its literal sense, 8581, 8S83'

16. ,,\\,"ho fed thee in the wilderness with manna which thv
fathers knew not," denotes to be provided by the Lord with the good
of truth in every state of life, the origin and quality of which IH'
could not discern, ver, 3, 2708; and U that he might humble thee,
and that he might prove thee, to do thee good at thy latter end,"
denotes in order that he might acknowledge the Lord in humility,
become fully conscious of his own sinfulness and at length realize
good from the Lord, 1937, 2768, 2618, 33822.

'7. "And thou say in thine heart. My po\\'cr and the might of
mine hands hath gotten Ole this wealth," denotes that selfish love is
such, that it claims all life as its 0\\"11, both as to the will and as
to the understanding, ]822, 7272, 586, 83 15, 683 , 878, 16<)4.

18. "But thou shalt remember the Lord thy God; for it is he that
giveth thee the power to get wealth," denotes that the spiritual man
should remember continually, that the Lord by Divine Good and
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Truth conjoined imparts to him all power to acquire, as from him
self, the knowledge of what is true, and the love of what is good,
~8g.4, 2001, 8315, 1694; and U that he may establish his covenant
which he sware unto thy fathers as at this day," denotes that he has
been regenerated, and thus conjoined with the Lord by love, from
the Divine Mercy, and by truth operative and confirmed in all ages;
and that he will continue to be a recipient of the Divine life even
to eternity, 666, 2842, 3703, 2838.

19. "1\n<1 it shall be, if thou shalt forget the Lord thy God, and
walk a f tcr other gods and serve them and worship them, I testify
against ~ou this day that ye shall surely perish," denotes that, never- "
theless, If he shall turn away from the Lord, and live according to
falsities, devoting himself to them in heart and understanding, he
will surely separate himself from the heavenly life, and be vastated
as to all good, 5170, 2001, 5 19, 8867, 8873, 4 197, 2838 , 7655.

20. "l\S the ~lations which the Lord rnaketh to perish before you,
so shall ye perish ; because ye would not hearken unto the voice of
the Lord your God," denotes that then he will become one with
the infernal powers, and thus reject all good and truth, because he
has deliberately chosen the life of evil, 1259, 2001, 7655, 2542, 6g7I4.

We C0t11nlCnCe our review of this chapter by observing that there
appears to be a great deal of unnecessary repetition in the literal
sense of the Word, the rca son for which is that the same Divine
'Truths are constantly being presented in new lights, and in new
connections, as in our first section obedience for the sake of entering
the promised land is here ag-ain so strongly insisted upon. But this
is in connection with wha t follows, and comes to the spiritual man
as a stimulant at a certain point in his career, when he is looking
back upon his past experiences. And we must consider that we all
need such stirnulants continually on account of our natural tendency
to evil and error. And besides this we nlay here too, reflect that our
obedience to the Lord, is continually acquiring a new quality. How
different was it in our childhood, compared with what it was in our
youth; and what new Illatives for it were continually arising, as we
made progress in lifc. And so again, if we look forward, do we not
expect a variety of changes of state, in this respect to eternity, not
withstanding that our ruling and essential character, and our in ..
dividuality, wil! never change. And it is worth while to think of
this truth in connection with the oft repeated statement that there
is eternal progress in heaven, so that we may not lose our concep
tion of an cternal hOHIC. For it would bc exceedingly oppressive to
think that we should never realize this. But we know now, from
what is revealed, that there can be eternal progress, harmoniously
combined with a state of eternal rest and peace, and thus that we
shall ulways be obedient to the Lord, while yet the quality of our
obedience, the forrns it will take, and the results it will produce,
will be constantly varying. And indeed, we can sec that were not
this to be so, an eternal monotony might be the result.

And now, therefore, on turning to our first verse we discover,
, Irorn its correspondences, that our obedience must be perpetual, as
is denoted by the expression, "this day"; that we must make pro
gress, which is denoted by our going in and taking possession; and
that an eternal state in heaven is assured to us, as is represented
by the Lord s\vearing to the fathers of the Israelites. And then as
we proceed, we see that memory will always remain to us in heaven,
and that our capacity to remember will be of great use to us in

contributing to our perpetual development ; as in truth it has already
done. For thereby we have become convinced that our obedience
must be voluntary, and that even in the heavens it never can be
forced, but must always be free, and the more so, according to the
intensification of our essential life. And consider now well also,
what follows. We look back and notice that we have always
required natural and spiritual nourishrnent, and that it was pro
vidcd. not being the result of our own ingenuity. and yet also not
I:1pilV"~ acquired without our own distinct action. And so it will
alw.tys be, for otherwise we should become autornnta , without a will
of our own, and without any due perception, intellectually, of the
beauties and glories of our existence; and besides this, we should
not become properly conscious of one of the most important facts of
our life, namely, of our continual dependence on the Lord, which is
signified by man not living by bread alone; and also of another t

namely, that internal things are really the governing principles of
our life; and that external things must come into harmony with
these, through a right use of what is continually provided for that
purpose, which is so finely denoted by living according to the Word
of the Lord, not in general only but as to its particulars. And lastly
we reflect, as spiritual men that even our sorrows and our trials in
the world, and also our many spiritual conflicts, have been a means
of our sanctification, and of the strengthening of our spiritual life
and activity, so that our obedience has now become not m erelv
obedience but something marc, namely, the effect of an enlightened
activity signified by walk injr in the \vays of the Lord, and of holy
fear, springing from reverential love, signified by the closing words
of the section. And we proceed now therefore one more step in
our meditations.

And we are here invited to consider a description of the heavenly
state, which is also a description of a heavenly place in the spiritual
world, I~owever , both correspond; and it is therefore sufficient to
reflect on the former. which is the essential. First then this state is
from the Lord, that is, from Divine Good and Divine Truth. Or
in other words, it is the Divine proceeding from the Lord which
Blakes heaven (H.H. i). Next this heavenly state is called" a good
land." That is to say, the essential principle of heaven is love.
And what we mean by love, or good, has been explained in the
previous chapters. And since the Lord gives us this U good land" it
is evident that we arc without it at our birth, and acquire it bv
regeneration (John iii. 3, 5). But sec 1555, where we are told \Vhe;l
we get the initiament of this good. But we are to remember that it
will not live in us without being- cultivated. And the means of its
cultivation arc truths; and these truths, our section informs us, are
from that good, and are signified by brooks, and fountains, and
depths springing forth from the valleys and hills. 'rhus then, as \\"C

do not get the good [rom ourselves, so neither do we gct the truths,
They are a continual gift to us. And there is nothing which it is
so important to bear well in mind as this, We have frorn the Lord
by the Word, just those truths that will agT('C with our g-ood, And
although many persons take from the Word the same truths in
general. yet those truths receive, so to speak, a quality or character
according to the good of each. Hence then we understand that,
from the Lord, we have natural truths, spiritual truths and celestial
truths signified by brooks, by fountains and by depths. And more
over, we may regard the description, so far, as a description of our
internal heavenly state, which is formed by the Lord from good by
truths. For the Lord forms us internally, while we co-operate with
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Hirn ; nor can we receive the heavenly state, and thus enter into
heaven after death, without our own co-operation.

But now we have another picture. And it describes the result of
cultivation, and also consequently the interior of our heavenly state.
For whcat , barley, vines, fig trees, pomegrarrates , oil olives and
honey, as the references show , denote also natural, spiritual and
celestial things, with their delights, and in fact, involve a multiplicity
of good thoughts and affections, enjoyable without hindrance for
ever. And to take only one example, the Lord says U I am the
vine, yc are the branches; he that abideth in me, and I in him, the
same bringeth forth much fruit; for without me ye can do nothing"
(John xv. 5, 6). How many branches must there not be in the Vine!
And who, that reflects seriously concerning his conjunction with the
Lord, and what it involves, could ever so act as to be cast forth
and to become withered, to be cast into the fire, and to be burned?
For, these words describe the entire vastation, as to all genuine
spiritual life, of those who reject the Lord.

We must not, however, pause here; we have yet another step in
the process of receiving the life of heaven. For it descends from
the Lord not only into the Internal of man, and into the Interior;
it must also be fullv manifested in the External. And this is the
subject of the remaining' part of this section, as again the series and
the references show. For to eat bread without scarceness and not
to lack anything describes the descent of the Divine Love and Truth
even to the lowest degree of man's Ii fe, which is called the natural
degree, and their appropriation there by man so that they may form
a substantial part of his life. And this naturally leads us ~to the
conclusion, in harmony with all that has been hitherto said, namely
that, in heaven we shall never cease to need nourishment; and that
what nourishes our souls there, will also nourish our bodies. Do not
let us, however, irnagine that outward heavenly delights constitute
the heavenly life. Heavenly delights are above all things internal;
and then these internal things are embodied in what is external;
and were it not so, they would be evanescent and perishing. The
truth is therefore that, in heaven, the external man acts in perfect
ag~eement ~\'ith the internal man, and expresses it, so that delights
which are Internal there become external, by correspondence; and
there is really but one joyous heavenly life. But eating is not the
all of the external Iife. '[here is also the work to be done. And this
is generally expressed by acquiring iron and brass in the place of
stones and. r-art h , because the latter pair of terms aptly describes
sensual things separated from higher things, while the former
df'.notes the same kind of things now applied to heavenly uses.
\\, ell, there~or~, does this ~ection conclude bi" expressing spiritually,
the app~opn~~tlon ?f good in fulnes~, by ;atlng- and b('ing full; and
also COIlJU!lClIOn with the Lord even In ultimates by the representative
!l~an blcssinrr the Lord for all the good things which he has received.
I hus then, we have seen what heaven is internally, and what it is
externally; and we nlay now fully realize the words of the Lord
that it is not Cl here" nor Cl there" but is both within and around
!he regene.rated rnan in the holy life of love and faith; and in doing
Justly, lOVing nlcrcy, and \\'alking hurnbly \\"ith our God, \\·herever
\\'e nlay be, :~nd ur:der all the circunlstances of our lives (l\licah vi. 8).

And no,\', In taking up the last section, and seeino- that it embodies
~ caution, \\'hich, it Illig-ht be conceived, is not needed by the angels,
becal~se they Tnust kno\v that they have eternal life and can never
lose It, \ve nlay \\"onder. of \vhat use su~h passages are to them,
and \\"hat fornl they \\"111, corrcspondenttally, assume v:ith them.
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Still, of this we mav be quite certain that they w ill be of S01He use,
and will take a for-Ill that is adapted to their state. And there is
this to remember certainly, namely, that they never can be anv
other than .fin!tc being~, continually dependent upon the infinite Lord
for all their Iife, happiness, JOY, and peace. And this fact in itself
assures us, that they w il] experience states, in the course of their
eternal life, to \,"ich, in some wav , even cautions can contribute
help. And therefore, .passing a\\"ay -from this aspect of our section,
we may clearly see Its value to the regenerating man, and may
profitably reflect upon it from this point of view, And first of all,
we may here, profitaJ:>Jy ~eInelnber, what at any rate the angels
equally remember, which IS, that of ourselves, we are nothing but
evil, 868, and therefore, at any point in our progress heavenward,
we may relapse more or less, or even entirely, if we so choose. And
verily, this need not be to us a source of sorrow, or of fear if it is
rightl~ considered, although it should be a warrrinrr to us, lest while
we think we are secure we should actually be betrayed into evil
and error. And then, besides, there is another point not to be
forgotten in _this conn~ction. Knowing that, apart from the Lord,
we a~e nothing but evil, and that we are consequently liable either
to evil or error, we mal' be thereby all the more determined and
persistent in not trusting to ourselves, but to the I...ord. For we
all have this liberty, and we are all able to exercise it. But if we
thought that i~ ?urseh'es, apart from the Lord there was good, we
should ~e depriving ourselves of the liberty, without which good is
not attainable. Hence therefore we see that, knowing ourselves to
be nothing but evil is not really a source of weakness, but of power,
because we can freely use the power we have to shun evil and do
good, and thus act trulv as men.
. And it is said, U truly as men;" because the privileg-e of a man
IS to act from freedom and reason, altogether as if his life were his
()\v? and this !rl~th is expressed in this section by the Israelites
ea~lng, and bUlldll~g house's; and by their acquiring all the other
thl~gs named. And, of course: it is the possession of this liberty
\vhl~h makes e~\Oery one responsible to the l ...ord, from whom life is
cont:nual.ly re~el\:ed. And. therefore we are taught further, that sin
coo.Ststs I~ clairninjr our Iife as our own, according to ver. 17- But
bes!des this there are two other prornirrent thoughts in this section,
.whlch are so often repeated in the Word because they are neve-r to
~e forgotten, and these are the experiencr-s of evil in \;arious ternpta
tions, and the great redemption from evil effected bv the Lord. For
all throug-h _our probationary. state, we are more or less subject to
the temptat ions through which we are rnndr- aware that our evil
states are not. mere irnag-inary thing-s, and that thr-v must be ov('r
come, a.nd this, too. by our own deterrninat ion. Yet still wr- arc
also qUite. a~"a~e that ~tJr free action in this respect would be
altogeth.er In vain, were It not that the Lord cont inuallv hclpr-d us,
by. causinjr us first to see our evils, sr-condly to acknowlcdr.e them,
thirdly to abhor !hf'm, fourthly to fight ~tg-ainst them, fi fthlv to
.ov.ercome them. SIxthly to reject them, and lastly to receive from
Him a full realization, in consequence, of our own -heavenly delight.

K
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whom thou knowest, and of
whom thou hast heard say,
\ Vho can stand before the
sons of Anak?

derived fr0l11 direful persua
sions of falsity, concerning
which the spiritual man has
been instructed, and has been
enabled to perceive that no
man, from himself, can over
come such.

TI-IE CONTENTS OF EACH VERSE

SU~f~1ARY OF THE SPIRITUAL SENSE

CHAPTER IX

I. In order to realize the heavenly life, and pass into a prevailing
state of good all interior evils are to be overcome and to be expelled
by the power of the Lord, verse 1-3.

2. But it is unlawful for the spiritual man to claim merit on
accoun t of his victories, because his natural tendency is to break his
conjunction with the Lord, verse 4-6.

3. Also when I11an has nearly finished his state of probation, and
is about to enter into a higher state, he is led to reflect upon, and
regret, his former states of evil and error, from the time when he
was first instructed by means of a revelation accommodated to his
state, verso 7-24.

4: And further he remembers the states of temptation through
which he has passed; his constant tendency to, and persistence in
merely external, representative, and selfish worship, which was
indeed permitted, but not approved; and the tender mercy of the
Lord in providing for his redemption and salvation, verso 25-29.

3. Let him be well assured,
therefore, in every state, that
it is the Lord alone who de
livers him by His Divine
Love, at which evil spirits are
terrified, and through which
they appear to themselves to
be vastated; for the Lord
alone enables man, as of him
self to conquer evil and reject
falsi ty , yea by the force of
strong- resistance and deter
mined opposition under the in
fluence of Divine Truths.

4. And therefore, let the
spiritual man beware lest,
after having conquered by the
Lord's power, he should
cherish the thought of evil in
wardly, by ascribing merit to
himself for his good deeds,
when yet all merit belongs to
the Lord, Who alone separ
ates evil from good, because
the wicked, Irorn their state,
desire such separation.

6. For the spiritual man IS

5. And therefore also, the
heavenly life is not realized by
obedience to truth and the
practice of good from selfish
motives merely, but by the re
jection of evils inwardly,
through the po\\"cr of the
Lord, in order that good may
be confirmed by the confirma
tion of truth, and this as to
all the degrees of man's life,
celestial, spiritual and natural.

4. Speak not thou In
thine heart, after that the
LORD thy God hath thrust
them out from before thee,
saying, For my righteous
ness the LORD hath brought
me in to possess this land:
whereas for the wickedness
of these nations the IJORI)

doth drive them out from
before thee.

5. Not for thy righteous
ness, or for the uprightness
of thine heart, dost thou go
in to possess their land: but
for the wickedness of these
nations the l.lORD thy God
doth drive them out from
before thee, and that he rnav
establish the word which
the LORI) sware unto thy
fathers, to Abraham, to
Isaac, and to Jacob.

6. Know therefore, that

3. Know therefore this
day, that the LORD thy God
is he which goeth over be
fore thee as a devouring
fire; he shall destroy them,
and he shall bring them
down before thee: so shalt
.thou drive them out, and
make them to perish
quickly, as the LORD hath
spoken unto thee.

2. Falsities indeed spring
jng from evil, and powerful,

I. Further, let the spiritual
man well know and perceive,
that he must continue his pro
gress towards the heavenly
state by conjoining good with
truth in the external man, and
thus by the removal of falsities
there; leading to the subjec
tion of evils both in heart and
life, by the po\ver of the Lord,
and by the rejection of false
doctrines associated therewith,
and strongly defended by in
terior reasonings from selfish
love;

2. j\ people great and
tall, the sons of the Anakim,

1.1 0

I. Hear, 0 Israel: thou
art to pass over Jordan this
day, to go into possess
nations greater and mightier
than thyself, cities great and
fenced up to heaven,
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the LORD thy God giveth
thee not this good land to
possess it for thy righteous
ness; for thou art a stifT
necked people ..

7. Remember, forget thou
not, how thou provokedst
the "f... ORD thy God to wrath
in the wilderness : from the
day that thou wentest forth
out of the land of Egypt,
until ye carne unto this
place, ye have been rebel
lious against the LORD.

8. Also in Horeb ye pro
voked the IJORD to wrath,
and the LORD was angry
with you to have destroyed
you.

9. When I was gone up
into the mount to receive
the tables of stone, even the
tables of the covenant wh ich
the I... ORD made with you,
then I abode in the mount
rortv days and forty nights;
I did neither eat bread nor
drink water ,

10. And the I-IORD de
livered unto me the t\VO

tables of stone wri tten with
the finger of God; and on
them vias voriiteti according

now conscious that heaven is
not the reward of meritorious
good, since he is conscious
from past experience of his
own na tural tendency to break
his conjunction with the Lord.

7. And he k nows full well,
both from his experience of
evil, and from his instruction
in truth, his strong natural
a version frorn good in states
of temptation and obscurity;
and that this was the case with
him, even from his first states
of deliverance from the power
of the natural man by the
Lord's work of redemption, to
his present state of advance
ment.

8. Moreover, he now re
flects how, when, being in
structed under the influence of
the Divine Love, he had wil
fully indulg-ed in evil, and had
thus turned from the Lord and
exposed himself to spiritual
death;

9. And also that then the
influence of truths had ap
peared to be withdrawn, while
it was with the view of a more
complete revelation according
to the state, by which con
junction between the Lord and
man might be maintained,
through a full course of temp
tation, as to the open mani
festation of evils, and as to
the obscurities of falsities; but
in the meantime, there could
be no appropriation of good,
and no reception of truth.

10. But still there wa s a
revelation of Divine Truth in
ultimates, showing that good
and truth, or the love of the
Lord and the neighbour must

to all the words, which the
LORD spake with you in the
mount out of the midst of
the fire in the day of the
assembly.

II. And it came to pass at
the end of forty days and
forty nights, that the LORD
gave me the two tables of
stone, even the tables of the
covenant.

12. And the LORD said
unto me, Arise, get thee
down quickly from hence;
for thy people which thou
hast brought forth out of
Egypt have corrupted them
selves; they are quickly
turned aside out of the \vay
which I commanded them;
they have made them a
molten image.

13. Furthermore the LORD
spake unto me, saying, I
have seen this people, and,
behold, it is a stiffnecked
people:

14. Let me alone, that I
may destroy them, and blot

be conjoined, and that therein
Divine Truth was in its fulness
and power ; and that therein
were contained truths adapted
to the state of the natural
man, and yet derived from
Divine Love, which appeared
to the natural man as anger,
in a state when he was under
instruction, and the various
powers of his mind were
arranged accordingly.

I I. And it had happened
that, after a full course of
ternptation, as to the manifes
tation of evils and falsities,
the man of the church had
been able to receive truths
conjoined with good in ulti
mates, by means of which
there is conjunction with the
Lord;

12. While yet, in the former
state of apparent separation,
Divine Truth had perceived
from Divine Good, in its state
of elevation, that it certainly
must" be manifested in an
accommodated form, because
the natural man, who had
been, so far, delivered by the
Lord Irorn the infernal's, had
lapsed into evil; had averted
himself f rorn the external
truths, with which he had been
made acquainted; and had
conjoined evil with falsity In

profane worship,

13. And this had made it
evident, that the man of the
church although acquainted
with truths, was yet strongly
disposed to break his conjunc
tion with the Lord, through
the hardness of his heart.

14. And, on this account,
spiritual death has seemed
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out their name from under
heaven: and I will make of
thee a nation mightier and
g-reater than they.

IS. So I turned and came
down from the mount, and
the mount burned with fire:
and the t\VO tables of the
covenant were in my t\VO
hands,

16. And I looked, and,
behold, ye had sinned
against the I... oRD your God;
ye had made you a mol ten
calf: ye had turned aside
quickly out of the \vay
which the LORD had com
manded you.

Ii. And I took hold of
the two tables, and cast
them ou t of ITIy two hands,
and brake them before your
eyes.

18. Arid I fell down be
fore the L.ORD, as at the first,
forty days and forty nights;
I did neither eat bread nor
drink water : because of all

inevitable, through separation
from good, and the consequent
obliteration of truth, in which
the quality of good is mani
fested in externals. For the
true church can only be estab
lished where truth and good
are conjoined; while the repre
sentative of a church can be
established where external
things only are loved, and in
ternal things are unknown,

15. And hence it had fol
lowed that Divine Truth in its
descent, thus in mere exter
nals, had assumed a different
appearance, and that Divine
Love had assumed the appear
ance of anger; and that thus
the Word was given in its
fulness and po\ver, but in a
form accommodated to exter
nal states.

16. But still Divine Truth
had perceived the real state
of those in Externals only.
namely that the conjunction of
the External with the Internal,
and of truth with good were
broken; for there was only the
natural affection of truth and
external conjunction with the
Lord; for the man of the
church was averted from the
Lord intensely both as to good
and truth.

17. And therefore the Word,
in its genuine meaning could
not be rna de manifest to the
understanding- of those merely
in externals.

18. And hence another state
of temptation had followed, in
which neither good nor truth
could be appropriated, because
states of evil predominated,

your sin which ye sinned; in
doing that which was evil in
the. sight of the LORD, to
provoke him to anger.

19. For I was afraid of
the anger and hot displea
sure, wherewith the LORD
was wroth against you to
destroy you. But the I.JORD
hearkened unto me that time
also.

20. And the LORD was
very angry with Aaron to

"have destroyed him: and I
prayed for Aaron also the
same time.

2 I. And I took your sin,
the calf which ye had made,
and burnt it with fire, and
stamped it, grinding it very
small, until it was as fine as
dust: and I cast the dust
thereof into the brook: that
descended out of the mount.

22. And at Taberah , and
at Massah, and at Kibroth
hattaavah, ye provoked the
LORD to wrath,

23. And when the LORD
sent you from Kadesh
barnea, saying, Go up and
possess the land which I
have given you; then ye
rebelled against the com
mandment of the LORD your
God, and ye believed him

throug-h persistence in merely
formal worship from selfish
motives, in which there was
real aversion from the Lord.

19. And hence also a state
of fear prevailed, and aversion
from the Lord both as to
understanding and will, But
nevertheless, even merely re
presentative worship had been
permitted in that condition of
the church.

20. For although external
worship without . internal
causes aversion from the Lord,
yet even this is to be preferred
to no worship whatever.

2 I. But all the same, It IS

nothing but intense selfish
ness, and on close examina
tion is seen to consist of falsi
ties of the lowest kind, in
which there is entire condem
nation, while yet those falsities
were mixed with truths drawn
from the literal sense of the
Word, which truly has its
origin in the Divine Love.

22. Moreover it is now re
membered that selfish love
had, in former states, very
much prevailed, that tempta
tions had in consequence fol-
lowed, and that the lusts of the
flesh had exceedingly pre
dominated, causing strong
aversion from the Lord.

23. And besides this, even
when a state of holiness aris
ing from the affection of truth
had existed, and the man of
the church had been prompted
to aspire after the heavenly
life, a state of aversion from
the Lord had prevailed, faith
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not, nor hearkened to his
voice.

24. Ye have been rebelli
ous against the LORD from
the day that I knew you.

25. So I fell down before
the LORD the forty days and
forty nights that 1 fell
down : because the LORD
had said he would destroy
you.

had been weakened, and
obedience had been impaired.

24. And in every state of
the regenerating man, the
tendency of his merely natural
life had carried him a\vay.

25. And thus temptations
had been perpetual, through
the open manifestation of evil,
and the obscurity arising from
errors, inducing a state of
hurnility ; for spiritual death
had been imminent, and it was
not according to Divine Order,
that a merely representative
church should exist, although
it had been permitted.

able to bring them into the
land which he promised
unto them, and because he
hated them, he hath brought
them out to slay them in the
wilderness.

29. Yet they are thy
people and thine inheritance,
which thou broughtest out
by thy great power and by
thy stretched out arm.

made impossible on account of
man's aversion from the Lord,
and of his persistence in the
obscurities of natural love.
through whioh spiritual death
becomes inevitable.

29. For all mankind have
been created by the Lord, and
have been redeemed by Him,
through the assumption and
glorification of His Human
Nature, showing that the sal
vation of every human soul is
earnestly desired by Him.

26. And I prayed unto
the LORD, and said, 0 Lord
GOD, destroy not thy people
and thine inheritance, which
thou hast redeemed through
thy greatness, which thou
hast brought forth out of
Egypt with a mighty hand.

27. Remember thy ser
vants, Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob; look not unto the
stubbornness of this people,
nor to their wickedness, nor
to their sin:

28. Lest the land whence
thou broughtest us out say
Because the LORD was no~

26. And such a state had
been permitted on account of
the persistence of man in
merely external worship ; for
Divine Good conjoined to
Divine Truth earnestly desires
the salvation of man, through
his reception of tru th and
goodness, and through the
work of redenlption,. Irorn
Divine Love, and by the
Divine Truth in its omnipo
tence.

27. For the Lord made His
Human Divine as to the celes
tial degree, as to the spiritual
degrec, and as to the natural
degree, for the sake of man
kind; and Divine Mercy
desires to remove the obsti
nacy of selfish love; deliberate
disobedience from the under
standing as well as the will :
and the effect of every evil
action,

28. I n order that the natural
man Inay not triumph, and
that salvation may not be

I~EFERE~CES A~D I\OTES

I. "Hea~,.O Israel: thou art to pass over Jordan this day," denotes
that. the sp!rltual man should well know and perceive that he must
contInu~ . hIS pro~ress towards the heavenly state, by conjoining
good with truth In the external man, and thus by the removal of
falsities tht:re, 3~6<.J, ] 163, 158.5 , ~2551, 2~3H; and" to go in and
possess nations g-reater and mighticr than thyself, cities great and
fence? up to heav.cn," (tenutes leading- to the subjug-ation of r-vils
both In heart ~nd life, b): the power o! -the Lqrd, and by the rejection
?f f~lse doctn!1es associated therewith. and strongly defended by
interior reasornngs from selfish love, 6901, 2658, J259, 2227, 83 15,
3654,402, 74372

, '307, Ii33·

2. "A people great and tall, the sons of the Anak im, \\"hoITI thou
knowest, and of whom thou hast heard say. Who can stand before
the sons of :\~ak? " denotes falsities indeed. springing from evil and
po\~~erfuI, der:l~'ed Irorn direful persuasions of falsi ty, concerning
which t~e spiritual man has been instructed, and has been enabled
to perc~I\'e, that no man, from himself, can overcome such, 12 "9,
2227, SSI, 48<), 58J , 2230, 3163, 3136. j

3· "Kno\\' therefore this day, that the Lord thy (;od is he that
go.e~h before tl!ee as a devouring fire," denotes t he assurance of the
~~lnt~~ll~~an I!l,.every state, that it is the Lord alone who dcliver~

irn ) IS On Inc Love, 2230, 2838, 2(XH, 10 56~ 9434· and "he
s~al1 de.s~roy them, he shall bring- ihell1 down bd:)~e thed .' so shalt
h au driv e them out, a~? make th(,111 to perish quirk lv as the Lord

ath spoken un~() thee, denotes at which evil spirits arc terrified,tnddthrough which they appear to lhclllselves to be vastatcd ; for t he
or. al~ne enables man, as of himself. to conquer evil and reject

~?-lSlty, )dca, by t.he force of strong resistance, and determined opposi-
ion, un er the Influence of Divine Truths (94J1 ""9" 4 6 ( "8

7655, 5284, 2001, 295 I. ~, .' ......').), 9 9, ]0,)3 ,
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4. 14 Speak not thou in thine heart after that the Lord thy God !lath
thrust them out from before thee, saying ." denotes th~t the splntu~l
man should beware, lest, after having conquered In the Lord s
power. h~ should cherish the' thought of evil in w ar-dly , 295 1 , 754 2 ,

2001, 10,038, 1822; "For IllY righteous.n:ss the I:ord h;~s brought ~e
in to posses'S this land," denotes ascribinjr merrt to himself for his
good deeds, when yet all merit belong~ to the Lord, 181J' 20C? 1 , 690 1 ,

265
0 3-{)"· and "\vhereas for the wickedness of these nations the
0, I.:>, c. h . . h

L~rd doth drive them out from before thee," denotes t ~t It IS t e
Lord alone who separates evil from good, because the wicked, from
their state, desire such separation, 6765, 7590 , 1259 , zoo r , 10,63 8, 358.

5. "Not for thv righteousness, or for the uprig-htness of thine heart,
dost thou go in -to possess the land,". denotes that therefore also t.he
heaven1" life is not realized by obedience to truth and the practice
of good, from selfish motives merely, 1813, 612, ~OI, 2658 , 3705;

"but for the wickedness of these nations, the Lord thy God do.th
drive thorn out from before thee," denotes by the rejection of evils
inwardly through the po\ver of the ~ard, 6j6S, 7590,. 1259, 2001,

10 638 358. and" that he rnav establish the word, which the Lord
s\~are 'unto 'thy fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob," denotes
in order that good may be confirmed ,by. the confi:rnatio.n. of truth,
and this as to all the deg-rees of man s life, celestial, spiritual, and
natural, 665, 1288, 2842, 6098.

6. "I{no\v therefore, that the Lord thy God g-iveth thee not this
good land to possess it for thy righteousness; for thou art a stiff
necked people," denotes that the :pi~itual man is. now co~scious ~hat
heaven is not the reward of merttorrous good, since he IS conscious
from past experience of his own natural tendency to break his conjunc
tion with the Lord, 2230, 2001, 8899, 3705, 2658, 1813, 10,429, 1259.

7. "Renlclnber, forget thou not, how thou provokedst the Lord
thy God to wrath in the wilderness." denotes that he knows full well
both from his experience of evil, and from his instruction in truth.
his strong natural aversion from good, in states of temptation and
obscurity, 8884, Slio, 2001,5798, 2708; an~ "from the day t~at thou
wentcst forth out of the land of Egypt, unttl ye carne unto this place,
ye have been rebellious against the Lord," denotes that this was the
case with him, even from his first states of deliverance from the
power of the natural man by the Lord's work of redemption to his
present state of advancement, 487, 8866, 3335, 2625, 1668, 2001.

8. "Also in Horeb, ye provoked the Lord to wrath, and the Lord
was angry with you to have destroyed you," denotes that, moreover,
he now reflects how, when being- instructed under the influence of
the Divine Love, he had w ilfullv induljrod in evil, and had thus
turned Irorn the Lord, and exposed himself to spiritual death, 6830,
5798, 683, 2395·

9. ""'hen I was gone up into the mount to receive the tables of
stone, even the tables of the covenant which the Lord made with
you," denotes that then the in tluence of truths had appeared to be
withdrawn, while it was with the view of a more complete revelation
according to the state, by which conjunction between the Lord and
111an Illig-ht be maintained, JOIO, 1543, 63.10, 9416, 9396; "then I
abode in the mount forty days and forty nights," denotes throug-h
a full course of temptation, as to the open manifestation of evils,

and as to the obscurities of falsities, J293, 730, 22 I; and "I did
neither eat bread nor drink water;" denotes that, in the meantime,
there could be no appropriation of good, and no reception of truth,
7010, 3-168 , 2i0 2•

10. "l\nd the Lord delivered unto f11C the two tables of stone
written wi th the finger of God," denotes that still there was a revela
tion of Divine Truth in ultimates, showing that good and truth, or
the love of the Lord and the neighbour, must be conjoined, and that
therein Divine Tr'uth was in its fulness and power, 2001, 8899, 9416,
10 027. and" on them was written according to all the words, which
the Lo'rd spake with you in the mount, out of the midst of the fire
in the day of the assembly," or rather congregation, denotes that
therein were contained truths adapted to the state of, the natural
man, and yet derived from Divine Love, which appeared to the
natural man as anger, in a state when he was under instruction, and ~

the various powers of his mind were arranged accordingly, 10,376,
.1288, 2001, 6830, 934, 48 j , i 843·

I I. "And it carne to pass at the end of forty days and forty nights,
that the Lord gave me the two tables of stone, even the tables of
the covenant," denotes that it had happened after a full course of
temptation as to the manifestation of evils and falsities, that the
man of the church had been able to receive truths conjoined with
good in ultimates, by means of which there is conjunction with the
Lord, 4979, 730, 221, 2001, 8899, 94 16, 9396.

12. "And the Lord said unto me," denotes that yet, in the former
state of apparent separation, Divine Truth had perceived fro In Divine
Good, 2001, 1822, jOIO; "i\rise, get thee down quickly from hence,"
denotes, in its state of elevation, that it certainly ITIUst bc manifested
in an accommodated fOrIll, 6830, 2401, 30R-t-, 5284; "for thy people
whom thou hast brought forth out of the land of Egypt, have
corrupted themselves," denotes because the natural man, who had
been, so far, delivered by the Lord Irorn the infernals. had lapsed
into evil, 1259, 8866, 10,420; "they are quickly turned aside out of
the \vay which I commanded them," denotes had averted himself
from the external truths w ith which he had been made acquainted,
5284, 48 16, 2234, 54R6; and "they have made a molten imag-e,"
denotes the conjunction of evil with falsity in profane worship, 8869.

13' "Furthernlore the Lord spake unto me snying-, I have seen
this people, and behold it is a stiff-necked people," denotes that this
had madr- it evident, that the man of the church, al thouph acquainted
with truths was yet strongly disposed to break his conjunction with
the Lord through the hardness of his heart, 2001, 2951, 1822, 2150,
1259 , 10,4 29.

14· "Let me alone that I ,nay destroy them. and blot out their
name from under heaven," denotes that, on this account, spiritual
death had seemed inevitable through separation from Rood, and the
consequent obliteration of truths, in which the quality of good is
manifested in externals, 2001, 2395, 10,505, 145, 1733;· and "I will
make of thee a nation nlightier and greater than they," denotes
that th~ .true chu!"ch can only be ~stab)ished where truth and Rood
are conjoined, \"hJle. the representative of a church can be established,
where external thIngs only are loved and internal things are
unknown, 2001, 16, 1259, 8315, 222j, ver. 12.
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I". "SO I turned and carne down from the mount, and the ~ount

bur~lcd with fire; and the two tables of the covenant ~v~re 1~ my
t\VO hands," denotes that hence it had followed that l)lvlne. 1 ruth
in its descent, thus in mere externals, had assumed a different
appearance, and that Divine Love ha~l ass.un~ed thc appearancc. of
anger; and that thus the \Vord was given m Its fulness and pO\'ver,
but in a Iorrn accommodated to external states, 70 10 , 6226, 48 15,
6830, 9 143, 94 16, 878.

16. "i\nd I looked, and behold, ye had sinned agai!1st the Lord
your God," denotes that still Divine Truth had per~elve~ the real
state of those in Externals only, namely, that the conjunction of the
External with the I nternal, and of truth with good \ver~, broken,
7010, 1955, 10,498, 2001; "ye had made >"OU a molten calf, denotes
that there was only the natural affection of truth, an;t ext:rnal
conjunction with th~ Lord, 10,407; and" ye had turne~,aside quickly
out of the way which the Lord had commanded you, denotes that
the [nan of the church was averted from the Lord intensely both as
to good and truth, 4816, 5284, 2234, 2001, 5486.

17. "And I took hold of the two tables, and cast them out of "\y
two hands, and brake them before your eyes," denotes that, tl~ere

fore, the \Vord in its genuine meaning c?uld not be made manifest
to the understanding of those merely in Externals, i O I O , 94 16, 2657.
878, 94 14, 214~L

18. "And I fell down before the Lord, as at the first, forty days
and forty nights," denotes that hence another state of temptation ha~

followed, 1999, 730, 221; "I did neither eat bread nor dr~nk water,
denotes in which neither good nor truth could be appropriated, 3168,
2j02; and "because of all your sin which ye had sinned, in doing
that which is evil in the sight of the Lord to provoke him to anger,"
denotes because states of evil predominated through persistence in
merely formal worship from selfish motives, in which there was real
aversion from the Lord, 10,498, 4839, 5798.

19. "For I was afraid of the anger and hot displeasure wherewith
the Lord was wroth against you to destroy you," denotes that hence
also a state of fear prevailed, and aversion from the Lord both as
to understanding and will, 2826, 5798, 683, 200 I, 2395; and "the
Lord hearkened to 1l1C at that time also," denotes that nevertheless,
even merely representative worship had been permitted in that con
dition of the church, 2001, 2691-2694, 2625, 10,526.

20. "And the Lord was very ang-ry with Aaron to have destroyed
him : and I prayed for Aaron also the same t ime ," denotes that
althoug-h extcrna! worship without internal causes aversion Irorn the
Lord, yet even this is to be preferred to no wor-ship whatever, 2001,
5798, 10,397, 2395, 2535, 2625.

2 I. (, And I took your sin, the calf which ye had Illude, and burnt
it with fire," denotes that, all the same, it is nothing- but intense
selfishness, iOIO, 10,498, 10,462, 10,463; "and stamped it, grinding
it vcry 5111all, until it was as fine as dust," denotes that, on close
examination, it is seen to consist of falsities of the lowest kind, in
which there is entire condemnation, i418; and (4 I cast the dust thereof
into the brook that descended out of the mount," denotes that vet those
falsities were mixed with truths, drawn from the literal sense of the

CI-IJPTEI~ 1.:\

Word, which truly has its origin in the Divine Love, Io,46-h 10,465 ,
9420.

22. "And at 'Tabernh , and at Massah , and at Kibroth-hattaavah ,
ye provoked the Lord to wrath ," denotes that, moreover, it is now
remembered that selfish love had, in former states, very much pre
vailed, that temptations had in consequcnce. followed, a~d that the
lusts of the flesh had exceedingly predominated, causmg strong
aversion from the Lord, -Nutn. xi. 1-3, 5071, 6832, 8587, 8588, 845 2,
Num, xi. 34, 579 8.

23. ".And when the Lord se~t you from .Kadesh-barnea,', saying,
Go up and possess the land which I have given unto you, denotes
that even when a state of holiness arising from the affection of truth
had existed, and the man of the church had been prompted to aspire
after the heavenly life, 2001, 2397, chap. i. 2, 1822, 1543, 2658 , 3705,
8899· and "then~ ye rebelled against the commandment of the Lord
your' God, and ye believed him not, nor hearkened to his voice,"
denotes that a state of aversion from the Lord had prevailed, faith
had been weakened, and obedience had been impaired, Num. xiii.
31-33, xiv, 1-4, 1668, 3382, 2001, 1812, 2542.

24. ,,\re have been rebellious against the Lord, Irorn the day that
I knew you," denotes that in every state of the reg-enerating man,
the tendency of his merely natural life had carried him away, 1668,
2001, 487, 2230.

25. "So I fell down before the Lord the forty days and forty nights
that I fell dow n ; because the Lord said he would destroy you,"
denotes that thus temptations had been perpetual, through the open
manifestation of evil, and the obscurity arising from errors, inducing
a state' of humility; for. spiritual death had been imminent, and it
was not according to Divine Order, that a merely representative
church should exist, although it had been permitted, 1999, 730, 22 I,

ver, 18, 2395.

26. "And I prayed unto the Lord and said, 0 Lord God, destroy
not thy people and thine inheritance, which thou hast redeemed
through thy greatness, which thou hast brought forth out of the
land of Eg-ypt with a mighty hand," denotes that such a state had
been permitted on account of the persistence of man in merely
external worship ; for Divine Good conjoined to Divine Truth
earnestly desires the salvation of man through his reception of truth
and goodness, and through the work of rcdernpt ion, from Divine
Love and by Divine Trut h in its Ornnipotcnce, 2535, 2001, 2395,
1259, 2658, 2954, 2227, 8866, 878, 10.526.

27· "I~enleJnber thy servants Abrn ha m, I~:l:tc, and Jacob," denotes
that the Lord made His Human Divine as to the celestial degree, as
to the spiritual degree, and as to the natural degree, for the sake of
mankind, 9849, 8885, 39i5, 6098; and" look not to the stubbornness
of this people, nor to their wickedness, nor to their sin," denotes
that Divine Mercy desires to remove the obstinacy of selfish love;
deliberate disobedience from the understanding as well as the will ;
and the effect of every evil action, 2148, 7272, 1259, 6765, 5076.

28. "Lest the land from which thou broughtest them out say,
Because the Lord was not able to bring them into the land, which
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he promised unto them, and because he hated them, he hath brought
them out to slay them in the wilderness," denotes in order that the
natural man nlay not triumph, and that salvation olay not be made
impossible on account of mans aversion from the Lord, and of his
persistence in the obscurities of natural love, through which spiritual
death becomes inevitable, 5406, I~L~2, 200!, 10,0 19, 3ioS, 8899, 3605,
Sg66, 7°43, 27oH.

29. "Yet they are thy people, and thine inheritance, which thou
broughtest out by thy great po\ver and by thy stretched out arm,"
denotes that all mankind have been created by the Lord, and have
been redeemed by Him through the assumption and glorification of
His Human Nature, showing' that the salvation of every human soul
is earnestly desired by Him, 1259, 265S, 8H66, 876.

Three main points are involved in the first section now before us,
that is, the passage of the Jordan, the con flict with the nations of
Canaan, and their destruction by the Lord. And it is said in the
interpretation of the first that it signifies the conjunction of good
with truth in the external man and the removal of falsities there,
because "the passing of the sons of Israel over the Jordan, when
they entered into the land of Canaan, and the dividing of the river
at that time, represented also the approach to the internal man
through the external, and likewise rnarr's entrance into the Lord's
kingdom , besides Inany other things," 1585. NO\V evidently, to pass
from the external man to the internal really means to pass from an
external state into one that is internal; and to enter into the Lord '5

kingdom means to enter into the heavenly state. But in heaven
itself there are no conflicts or temptations, and therefore, in this
case, heaven itself is not meant, but a certain state of the church
in a man which is spiritual rather than natural; and in which he
perceives his interior evils, and fights against them, just as, in a
lower state, represented by the eastern side of Jordan, he has already
overcome evil in general, denoted by Sihon and the Arnorites, and
the essential principle of evil, namely, selfish love, signified by Og
and the people of Bashan. For the kingdom of the Lord is the
church within rnan; and he enters into it by conjoining truth with
Rood first of all externally by living according to the truth, and then
internally by the removal of falsities denoted by the waters of the
Jordan, since he has now confirmed himself ill the truths he has
received outwardly in his understanding, and good flows into those
truths from the Lord giving spiritual life and light, so that he is
now aware of "enclllies" in himself. that have hitherto lain con
cealed, as it were.

But it will not do to see evils in ourselves, and not to endeavour
to overcome them, although they n1ay appear gigantic, and so
powerful that it seems impossible to conquer then1.- And besides,
these evils are defended in the mind by false doctrines which are
compared to cities. that are said to be f~~nted up to heaven, because
they prese~t themselves as if they were truths, and thus delude.
And sOllletItlles,. alt~ough .these falsities and evils have been pre
sented to the. mind In preVIOUS states of thoug-ht, it has very likely
not b~en beh~ved that they are so bad as they really are. This
then IS the picture, and the t irne must come in the life of everv
reg-eneratil:g- 111an, when he must meet these direful persuasions and
con{(~nd. with thorn, ~nd do it also as if the victory depended wholly
~Ipon himself. But It .does not so depend. And the spiritual man
IS made a\va:e of thiS fact. And indeed therein lies his great
strength. I t IS the Lord \vho fights for 01an, although the ,,·arrior

is apparently left to fight by himself. And we want to know now
how this is. I t is that the good affection [rom which we fight, and
the truth by 1nr.ans of which we fight, are in us [rom the Lord.
We have no inherent goodness or truth of our own ; and we depend
upon the Lord every moment for the necessary supply. This is the
very truth (Matt, x. 19). But then, we get the supply; and we know
that nothing but the po\ver of the Lord by H is Divine Truth can
enable us to overcorne ; while yet the Lord requires us to make use
of the truth, and not to hang down our hands, and do nothing.
And thus our interior temptations are most real; the truths we make
use of are very powerIul ; and the good that we realize as the result
of victory becomes so much our o\vn from the Lord that it is joy
and peace to us for ever.

In the next section, the claiming of merit is described in a new
light, and follows the previous sections in order to show how much,
during regeneration, and even in an advanced state thereof, man is
disposed to attribute merit to himself for his good deeds. For it is
said, U Speak not in thine heart saying," thus showing spiritually
that it is the old will which is disposed thus to act; since, while
the new will is intent upon the performance of uses, the old is
continually intruding and contaminating the better life. Such a
mixed experience is the procedure of regeneration. which is to issue
in the perfect heavenly state. But instead of dwellinjz on this aspect
of the case, we I11ay consider that in which the merely representative
man, or the merely natural man, outwardly religious, but corrupt
within, is. Like the Pharisee of old, he says, U God I thank Thee
that I am not as the rest of men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers,
or even as this publican" (Luke xviii. 1I). And he even fancies that
he will enter heaven and enjoy its delights, not in the slightest
degree aware of what they really are; and being lifted up with pride,
and full of scorn for the humble and the meek, who enter the
kingdom of heaven with joy while he, when his turn comes, will
reject it, because he finds.it not what he thought it was,
. And thi~dly we now see from the cas~ as it really is, that no one
IS ever driven from the heavenly country, but that the wicked flee
from it, because it is so contrary to the life they have acquired.
"For the wickedness of those nations, the Lord thy God doth drive
th~m out from before thee." That is, the spiritual man rejects his
evils, and thus the society of the wicked in the other life while they
quite as eag-erly separate themselves frorn the society o'f the Rood,
because, in a world where everyone's life is fully manifested, every
person is associated with those who are like hirn in character' and
thus heaven and hell mutually recede from each other. '

And so in this we see the meaning, spiritually, of the concluding
part of our section. For, in the spir itua l sense, to establish the
covenant which the Lord made with Abraham, with Isaac, and w ith
Jacob, 01C:lnS that the conjunction of truth with good makes heaven
in everyone; that this goC?d varies with everyone; that in g-cneral
there are thref: heavens, slnc~ .Iove to the Lord, or celestial g-ood;
love to the neighbour, or spiritual good, and obedir-nce from love
and faith in s!111plicitX' or natural g?O~, fo:m these three heavens:
a~d eacl~ consists .of InnuITI.er?bJe SOCJetlPs, In which each angel has
his. specific fU~lc:lon~ SUbSlc.;tlJ1g- from the common good of each
society, and rru n isterinjr thr-rr-to. Arid thus thr- gr'neral good sr-ck s
the good of each individual and each individual the common good,
0: the .good of all: But fina llv , wr- are to notice tha t the Israelites
did gaIn the prolnl~ed la~d, al.thoug-!l they had no real rig-hteousncss,
and could not adrl1lt conjunction \\'lth the Lord, \\ hich is n1eant by
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their being stiff-necked, the reason being, that they might form the
represen tative of a church, when no genuine church could be estab
lished, in order that some connection between heaven and mankind
could be maintained. And we are also to observe, that this same
concluding verse means that the true spiritual man, in his enjoyment
of heaven from the Lord, knows that he has it not for his own selfish
righteousness, but on account of being in good from the Lord; and
at the same time, he acknowledges that he has no conjunction with
the Lord through his selfishness, because, of himself, he is nothing
but evil. And he is bound, therefore, to have these spiritual truths
well Impressed on his heart and mind, that he l11ay be st irnulated in
bringing his life into order and harmony.

The rest of this chapter, including the third and fourth sections,
is retrospective in the literal sense, and also in the spiritual sense; and
therefore let us consider the teaching in both, taking the items as
they are stated. It is a fact of human experience, that the regenerat
ing 111an, as his career draws to a close, is led to reflect on his past
follies and errors; and this is the meaning. spiritually, of the words,
"H.enlel11bcr, forget thou not," the whole of the verse being a
general statement to this effect. But while we do not provoke any
anger in the Lord, yet the literal sense attributes anger to Him in
accommodation to merely natural ideas of Him. And this represents
the state of persons who are averted from the Lord, or it represents
the shortcomings of man as he advances in life. And most persons
can well remember these states of aversion, or of turning from the
Lord to self.

And the first act of disobedience here recorded, is the making of
the molten image, or of the golden calf, which represents the profana
tion of the worship of the Lord. And it is a fact that mankind in
general ate very much given up to this sin. It is not meant that
there is such outward idolatry as is here mentioned, but that there
is the spiritual profanation corresponding- thereto, which consists in
professing- to be Christians, without living the life of Christians,
and in worshipping the Lord on selfish principles, because this is
really signified by the molten calf, 10,4°7; for it represents" worship
made to favour external loves." It is not necessary, however, to
describe all the particulars here merit ioned concerning this worship,
as they are g-iven in the series, and demonstrated from the references;
but it is necpssary to notice, that the corrupted Christ ian Church fell
into such false worship ; that there is a tendency in us all to do so;
and that, in the beginning of our religious life, we fall into it, as it
were, innocently, since we arc, at first, selfishly concerned about our
salvation Irorn sin, and about entrance into - heaven. But as we
advance, we put ofT this state, because we C01l1C to know that there
is no selfishness in real worship, which consists in loving as the
Lord loves, and thus, in doing- good to the neighbour in the due
performance of our function, without anv selfish motive.

But there are ?ther evils, which are represented by the names in
ver. 22 that requtre a word of C0111111cnt. For Taberah means burtl
ing, and denotes other states of selfish love, which are denoted by
fire, and which is called the fire of the Lord, because, in the best
sense, fire sig-nifies the Lord's love and zeal for man's salvation,
which, to ~an in certain states, appears as anger, because human
sel~sh love IS opposed to it. And we all k now very well, how much,
dunng rcgcncration, this love overcomes us, and injures our natural
life, as is den?te<l by the fire burning in the uttermost parts of the
canlp (Nurn. XI. I). Again, Massah means tembtation, and describes
the quality of a state in which there is spiritual conflict on account

of a defect of truth and a strong desire for it (Exod. xvii, 1-7), 8567,
8S8j. And thirdly, Kibroth-hattaavah means the graves 0/ lust, and
denotes a state of temptation from the lusts of the flesh, or from the
merely natural man, in the best sense, involving a desire for good,
or fo~ legitimate natural delight (Nurn. xi. 31-34), 8542. And hence
we now mav see, that the three states here mentioned, denote early
states of regeneration which succeed in order, and involve first,
selfish love, secondly temptation as to truth, and thirdly tenlP.ta.tion
as to good, and that we ourselves have, in the course of our religious
experience, endured these things. And then there follows the remem
brance of a state more advanced than these which is represented
bv the events at Kadesh-barnca, when the unfaithful spies were
rebellious, while Caleb and Joshua stood firmly for the Lord. And
all this signifies a state in which the wicked are rejected and vas
tated, because they are unwilling' to endure the necessary spi~it.ual

conflicts, but in which the good are received because they are willing
to do so. For Kadesh-barnea means the holiness of the fountain of
delight, and therefore signifies a state in which there is a holy
affection for the truths of the Divine \Vord in the case of the good;
and, of course, the state opposed to this in the case of the wicked ;
while by searching the land, is evidently signified, exploring t.he
interiors of the mind, where are hidden evils and errors of a Iorrnid
able character which require to be exterminated.

And now, in conclusion, we have to reflect briefly, on the state
ments of ver, 24, and on the intercession of Moses for the Israelites,
which certainly refer, in toe internal sense, to the states of rnank ind
generally, arising from the continual impulses of evil, and the states
of humility, and earnest application to the Lord, which are necessary
in consequence, when man is in the course of regeneration, in order
that he may be delivered from the consequences of his disobedience,
and mav still be led forward into the realization of the heavenly life
by the power of the Lord operating from His Divine Love, and by
His Divine Wisdom, for his ' redemption, and salvation. But there
is an aspect of the subject in which these verses refer to the Israelitish
nation as being- the rcpresentatiue of the true Spiritual Church, when
it could not exist. And with regard to this the following words, with
which we end our commentary, are intcrestirig :

"Inasmuch as that nation was in heart idolatrous, and absolutely
in the loves in which hell is, and still a worship representative of
things celestial was to be instituted amongst them, then... fore internal
things w it h them were altogether closed up. There were 1\\'0 reasons
for this closure; one that there might be conjunction with heaven by
their Externals without an Internal: the other, Jest the holy things
of the church, and of heaven should be profaned; for if that nation
had acknowledged the internal things of worship, which are the holy
things of the church and heaven that were represented, they would
have .defiled and profaned them; hence it is, that so little was revealed
to that nation in the light, concerning heaven and the life after
death; and hence it is that they were altogether ignorant that the
kingdom of the Messiah was in heaven. That that nation is also
of such a character at this day, is a known thing : but see what has
been shown concerning- that nation in the passages cited above,
n. JO,3q6; as that they were altogether in external things without
internal, n. 4293, 43 II, 44SQ, 4834, 4844, 484i, 4865, 4868, 48i4, 4903,
4913, 9320, Y3i3, 9380, 938 1. That hence their worship was merely
external, n. 3147, 3479, gSjl. That neither were they willi ng' to
know internal things of worship and of the \Yord, n. 3479, 442C),
4433, 4680. 'That if they had known holy internal things, they would

L
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have profaned them, n. 3398, 3489, 428<). That on this account they
were not made known to them, n. 301, 302, 304, 2520, 3769. That
still by the Externals of worship, which were representative of
heavenly things amongst them, there was communication with
heaven, 11. 43' I, 4444, 6304, 8588, 8806" (10,490). But that the
Israelites insisted on being representative, as signified by the inter
cession of Moses, appears from n. 4290."

CH1\,P'fER X

SU!\I~L\RY OF TIlE SPIRITUAL SENSE

I. Concerning the giving of the Word to the merely natural Ulan
or to the representative of a church, that it contains internal truths,
or an internal sense, and is similar in its outward form to the \Vord
given to the truly spiritual man; while yet with this representative
of a church there was no real conjunction with the Lord by love
and no knowledge of internal truths, verso 1-5.

2. Next concerning the states through which the spiritual n120

passes successively from a state of instruction to a state of charity,
verso 6-<).

3. Thirdly, concerning the establishment of the representative of
a church, and its use, verso 10-11.

4. And lastly, concerning the duty of the spiritual man in co
operating with the Lord, and the provision which the Lord makes
continually for his reception of the heavenly life through his purifica
tion from evil, since he is born into evils of all kinds, and yet receives
remains of good and truth from the Lord, and has been redeemed
by Him from the bondage of the merely natural state, verso 12-22.

THE CON-TENTS OF EACH VERSE

I. At that time the L,ORD
said unto me, Hew thee two
tables of stone like unto the
first, and come up unto me
into the mount, and make
thee an ark of wood.

2. And I w ill wri te on the
tables the words that were
on the first tables which
thou brakest, and thou shalt
put them in the ark.

147

I. In that state of the
church, when man is merely
natural, and is under instruc
tion, revelation is made ac
cordingly by means of the
\Vord in the literal sense,
similar in its general form to
the Word for the truly spirit
ual man, and giving commu
nica tion wi th the Lord as to
Divine Love, and as to Divine
Truth grounded in good in all
the heavens.

2. For the Word in the
literal sense, as given to the
natural man, equally contains
internal truths Irorn the Lord,
as the "rord in the literal sense
given to the truly spiritual
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3- So I made an ark of
acacia wood, and hewed t\VO
tables of stone like unto the
first, and went up into the
mount, having the two
tables in mine hand.

4. And he wrote on the
tables, according to the first
writing, the ten command
merits, which the LORD
spake unto you in the mount
out of the midst of the fire
in the day of the assembly:
and the LORD gave them
unto me.

5. And I turned and came
down from the mount, and
put the tables in the ark
which I had made; and
there they be, as the' LORD

commanded me.

6. (Arid the children of
Israel journeyed from Bee
roth Bene-jaakan to 1'105e-

rnan ; or the "rord given to
the jewish church equally con
tains internal truths as tile
Word given to the Ancient
Church, which was not
adapted to the Jewish church;
and thus internal truths are
concealed from the merely
natural man, and are pre
served in heaven.

3. And thus the outward
form of the Word was
changed for the man of the
external church separated
from the internal, in accom
modation to his selfish love
and intelligence, by which
there was communication with
the Divine Love, and the
manifestation of Divine Truth
in its power.

4. And thus Divine Truth
was revealed by the Lord and
confirmed in its general form,
involving all the truths which
the man of the church had per
ceived according to his state
of aversion f'rorn the Divine
Love and opposition to Divine
Truth internally; and thus too
conjunction between the Lord
and marikind had been effected
in externals;

5. While yet, with this re
presentative of the church,
there was no real conjunction
with the Lord by love; and
the internal sense of the Word
was concealed from it by the
influence of a holy External
separated Irorn the Internal.
And thus had Divine Revela
tion been made which is
perpetual.

6. (But the man of the
Spiritual Church, in his pro
gress, passes from a state of

rah: there Aaron died, and
there he was buried; and
Eleazar his son ministered
in the priest's office in his
stead.

7. From thence they jour
neyed unto Gudgodah; and
from Gudgodah to Jotbat
hah, a land of brooks of
water,

8. At that time the LORI)
separated the tribe of Levi,
to bear the ark of the cove
nant of the LORD, to stand
before the LORD to minister
unto him, and to bless in his
name, unto this day.

9· "Therefore Levi hath
no portion nor inheritance
with his brethren; the LOHI)
is his inheritance, according
as the LORD thy God spake
unto him.)

10. And I stayed in the
mount, as at the first time,
forty days and fort)' nights:
and the LORD hearkened
unto me that time also; the
LORD would not destroy
thee.

I I. 1\ n d the IJ0 R n sa id
unto me, Arise, take thy
journey" before the people";
and they shall go in and
possess the land, which I
sware unto their fathers to
give unto them.

instruction in truths to one of
self-compulsion, in which ex
ternal wor-ship separated from
internal is rejected, and the
merely natural state also; and
a new state of internal wor
ship succeeds derived from the
new state of good.

7. And this state is followed
by a state of interior delight
in truths, and afterwards by
one of happiness and joy in
good, with a state of the
abundance of truths,

8. Thus leading on to the
realization of charity, which
is the essence of all truths,
and gives conjunction with the
Lord, being derived Irorn Him
to the Spiritual Church, and
conjoining- truth with good
perpetually.

g. On which account,
charity is particularly distin
g-uished from the truths of
faith, both in understanding
and will ; for charity is from
the Lord alone through the
reception of good in truth by
influx. )

10. Nevertheless, the merely
natural man had been urgent
that the representative of a
church should be established
with him, and considering the
state of mankind this also had
been permitted, and the repre-
sentative of a church had been
established.

I I. And in this \\"ay it was
possible for the Truly Spiritual
Church to be represented, in
which there is an elevation
above what is merelv natural,
and progress in spiritual life,
leading to the realiza tion of
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12. And now, Israel, what
doth theLoan thy God re
quire of thee, but to fear the
I.JORD thy God, to walk in
all his \vays, and to love
him, and to serve the LORD
thy God with all thy heart
and with all thy soul,

13. 1"0 keep the com
mandments of the LORD,
and his statutes, which I
command thee this day for
thy good?

14. Behold, unto the
I..tORD thy God belongeth
the heaven, and the heavers
of heavens, the earth, with
all that therein is.

15. Only the l.JORD had a
delight in thy fathers to love
thern , and he chose their
seed after them, even you
above all peoples, as at this
day.

16. Circumcise therefore
the foreskin of your heart,
and be no Blare stiflnecked.

'7. For the LORD your
God, he is God of gods, and
LORD of lords, the great

the heavenly state confirmed
to man by the Lord.

12. And therefore it is the
duty of the spiritual man to
cherish a holy fear of the
Lord, Who is Divine Good
and Truth conjoined; to live
according to the doctrine of
faith; to love the Lord, serv
ing Him with all the heart and
wi th all the understanding j

13. And to obey the Lord
both internally and externally,
according to his Divine Order
which is perpetual, and which
is given that the spiritual man
may come into a state of
genuine charity.

14. For all things with man
are from the Lord, as to the
Inmost, the Interior, and the
External; and thus from Him
do all men receive life con
tinually;

IS. But especially does He
manifest Himself to those
who are in charity and love,
and form His churches, the
Ancient and the Most Ancient,
that thence man may have
conjunction with Him by love
and truth conjoined, even wi th
the truly spiritual man, but
not with those in truth separ
ated from good, to eternity.

Ih. Let him, therefore,
purify himself internally by the
removal of selfish and worldlv
love, and no longer resist
Divine influences by their
exaltation.

Ii. For the Divine Being,
as to Rood manifested in truth,
is the origin of life to all who
are in truth and in good, con-

God, the mighty, and the
terrible, which regardeth not
persons, nor taketh reward,

18. I-Ie doth execute the
judgement of the fatherless
and widow, and Ioveth the
stranger, in giving him food
and raiment.

19. Love ye therefore the
stranger: for ye were stran
gers in the land of Egypt.

20. Thou shalt fear the
LORD thy God; him shalt
thou serve; and to him shalt
thou cleave, and by his
name shalt thou swear,

2 I. He is thy praise, and
he is thy God, that hath
done for thee these great
and terrible things, which
thine eyes have seen.

22. Thy fathers went
down into I:gypt with three
score and ten persons; and
now the LORD th v God hath
made thee as the stars of
heaven for multitude ..

trolling even the infernals as
to their wills and understand
ings and their activities, and
dealing with all men impar
tially, without selfishness for
their good internal and ex
ternal.

18. And thus by wisdom the
Lord provides good and truth
for all who desire them
earnestly; and for those who
desire instruction He provides
the knowledges of good and
truth.

19· And the spiritual man,
therefore, delights in works of
charity; and let him remember
that by the Lord alone he has
been instructed and redeemed.

20. Let him fear the Lord
and serve Him with all his
natural powers ; and love and
reverence Him with all his
spiritual powers,

2 I. For the Lord is the
source of all celestial love and
all spiritual love, and codtinu
ally delivers the spiritual man
fron; evil~ an.d falsities, by
leadIng- him In temptations
throug-h the exercise of his
freedom and reason.

22 ". For man, in all ages, is
born Into the natural life, and
is endowed with remains of
good and truth in all their ful
ness, in order that he may be
come spiritual from the Lord
by the reception of charity and
faith; nor is there any limit to
the Divine benevolen~e which
imparts to him all' thing-s
necessary for the enjoyment of
life in heaven and upon earth.
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REFERENCES AND NOTES

r , "At that time the Lord said unto me, Hew thee two tables of
stone like unto the first, and come up to me into the rnount, and
make thed'an ark of wood;" denotes that, in that state of the church
when man is merely natural, and is under instruction, revelation is
made accordingly, by means of the Word in the liter.a! sense, similar,

. in its general form, to the Word for the truly spiritual man, and
giving communication with the Lord as to Divine Love, and as to
Divine Truth grounded in good, in all the heavens, 10,602, 10,603,
10,600, 9485-9489.

2. "And I will write on the tables the words that were on the first
tables which thou brakest, and thou shalt put them in the ark,"
denotes that the Word in the literal sense, as given to the natural
man, equally contains internal truths from the Lord, as the Word in
the literal sense, given to the truly spiritual man j or the Word given
to the jewish church, equally contains internal truths as the Word
given to the ..Ancient Church, which was not adapted to the j ewish
church; and thus the internal truths are concealed from the merely
natural man, and are preserved in heaven, 10,603 , 10,604 , 9503.

3. "So I made an ark of acacia wood;" denotes that the outward
form of the Word was changed for the man of the external church
separated from the internal, in accommodation to his selfish love or
good, because the ark as a receptacle of what is concealed therein,
denotes what is external- in relation to what is internal, 6596, and
shittirn wood, here translated acacia wood (Kitto: art. "Shittah" and
Shittirn "), or the wood of the most highly distinguished cedar, de
notes in the higher sense spiritual good, but in this connection, selfish
love or good, 9472, q486; "and hewed two tables of stone like unto
the first," denotes the same thing in accommodation to his selfish
intelligence, because the t\VO tables of stone also denote the External
of the \Vord, of the church and of worship, separated from its
Internal, 10,063, and Moses hewing them denotes accommodation to
rnan ts selfish intelligence, 10,603; "and went up into the 1110unt,"
denotes communication with the Divine Love, 1543, i95; and" having
the t\VO tables in mine hand," denotes the manifestation of Divine
Truth in its power, because the two tables denote the External of
the \Vord, which is Divine Truth, 10,603, and the hand denotes
power, SiS.

4· "And he wrote on the tables according to the first writing, the
ten commandments," denotes that thus the Divine Truth was revealed
by the J..ord and con finned in its general form, involving all truths,
2001, 10,604,9416; "\vhich the Lord spake unto you," denotes which
the I1l3n of the church had perceived, 8041; "in the mount out of
the 111idst of the fire," denotes according to his state of aversion
from the Divine Love, 795, 934; "in the day of the assembly," or
rather the cong-regation, denotes a state of opposition to Divine
Truth, 4R7, i843; and" the Lord g-ave them unto me." denotes that
thus conjunction between the Lord and mankind had been effected in
externals, 2001, 8899, 10,602.

.5· "~nd I turned ?nd came down from the mount," denotes that,
with this representative of the church, there was no real conjunction

with the Lord by love, 10,602, 6226, 3084, i95; "and put the tables
in the ark which I had made," denotes that the internal sense was
concealed from it by the influence of a holy External separated from
the Internal, JO,602, 2i98, °596, 94i2, 9486; and U there they be, as
the Lord commanded me,' denotes that thus had Divine revelation
been made which is perpetual, 10,604, 1096, 5486.

6. "The children of Israel journeyed from Beeroth Bene-jaakan to
Moserah," denotes that the man of the Spiritual Church, in his
progress, passes from a state of instruction in truths to one of self
compulsion, because by Beeroth Bene-jaakan are meant the wells of
the children of [aak an , and therefore they denote a state of instruc
tion in truths, 2i02, and by Moserah is meant discipline or a bond,
and therefore it denotes a state of self-compulsion, 1937, 9096, 3654,
1457; "there Aaron died, and there he was buried," denotes in which
external worship separated from internal is rejected, and the merely
natural state also, 10,397, 10,244, 4564; and" Eleazar his son minis
tered in the priest's office in his stead," denotes that a new state of
internal worship succeeds derived from the new state of good, 9812,
9813, 9946, 9925, 10,099- See also P. on this six verses.

7. "From thence they journeyed to Gudgodah;" or according to
the Hebrew, I-Iaggudgodah, denotes that this state is followed by one
of interior delight in truth, because this word like llaggidgad, means
felicity, 3939; and "Trorn Gudgodah," or rather 1-1 aggudgodah "to
jotbathah, a land of brooks of water ," denotes afterwards by one of
happiness and joy in good, with a state of abundance of truths,
because by Jotbathah is meant bcin g or seeming good and happy,
since it is under a root with tha t mearring , 3939, and a land of
brooks of water denotes good with abundance of truths, 2702.

8. "At that time the Lord separated the tribe of Levi to bear the
ark of the covenant of the Lord," denotes that this leads on to the
realization of charity which is the essence of all truths and gives
conjunction with the Lord, 2625, 2001, 24, 3875, 38i7, 9500, 666; and
"to stand before the Lord to minister unto him, and to bless in hi-s
name," denotes being- derived from Him to the Spiritual Church, and
conjoining truth with good perpetually, 3136, 2001, 9925, 35 14, 145,
2628, 2009 7 •

9· "\\ihereforc Levi hath no portion nor inheritance wit h his
brethren, tJ denotes that, on this account charity is particularly dis
tinguished from the truths of faith, both in understanding- and will,
3877, 40 97, 367 ; and "the Lord is his inheritance according as the
Lord thy God hath spoken unto him, tJ denotes that charity is from
the Lord alone through the reception of g-ood in truths by influx,
2001, 01487, 295', N um. xviii. 20-23.

10. ";c\ ndIs ta red in th e m ou nt, asat the f rs t t iIII c , for tv da \'s
and forty nights," denotes that nevertheless the merely nat ural man
had been urgent that the representative of a church should be estab
lished with him, because forty days and forty nig-hts here signifles
what is completed, and the urgency of Moses in interceding- for the
children of Israel, denotes the urgency of the merely natural man,
or of the merely representative of a church, 9437, 10,698; and" the
Lord hearkened unto me at that time also; the Lord would not
destroy," denotes that, considering the state of mankind, this also
had been permitted, and that the representative of a church had been
established, 200 I • 2694, 2395, i 0 13 , 7048, P.
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I I. "l\nd the Lord said un to me, Arise take thy journey before
the people," denotes that, in this ,vay it was possible for the truly
Spiritual ~hurch to be represented, in which there is an elevation
above whnt is merely natural and progress in spiritual life, 2001, 1822,
240 I, 1457, 1259; and "they shall go in and possess the land which
the Lord sware un to their fathers to give thern;" denotes leading to
the realization of the heavenly state confirmed to man by the Lord,
690 1, 2658, 3705, 2001, 2842, 3703, 8899, P.

12. U And now, Israel, what doth the Lord thy God require of thee,
but to fear the Lord thy God," denotes that therefore it is the duty
of the spiritual rnan to cherish a holy fear of the Lord \Vho is Divine
Good and Truth conjoined, 3654, 2001, 5610, 2826; "to walk in his
wavs," denotes to live according to the doctrine of faith, 5 19, 2234;
and "to love hi 01 and to serve the Lord thy God with all thy heart
and with all thv soul," denotes to love the "'Lord, serving Him with
nil the heart and with all the understanding, 693, 2001, 7038, 2930.

13. U To keep the commandments of the Lord, and his statutes,
which I command thee this day for thy good," denotes to obex the
Lord both internally and externally according to H is Divine Order
which is perpetual, and , ...·hich is given that the spiritual man may
come into a state of genuine charity, 3382, 5486, 2838 , 45384.

14. U Behold un to the Lord thy God belongeth the heaven and the
heaven of heavens, the earth with all that therein is," denotes that
all things with man are from the Lord, as to the I nmost, the
I nterior, and the External; and that thus from Him do all men
receive life continually, 2001, Ii33.

IS. "Only the Lord had a delight in thy fathers to love them and
to choose their seed after them, even you above all peoples as at this
Jay," denotes that especially does He manifest Himself to those who
are in charity and love, and form His churches, the Ancient and the
Most Ancient, that thence man may have conjunction with Him by
love and truth conjoined, even with the truly spiritual man, but not
with those in truth separated from Rood, to eternity, 2001, 995,
37°3 1 3

, 1735, 3900\ 1025 , 3654, 1259, 2838.

16. "Circurncise therefore the foreskin of your heart, and be no
1110re stiIT-necked," denotes that he should therefore purify himself
internally by the removal of selfish and worldly love, and no longer
resist Divine influences by their exaltation, 2039, 10,429.

Ii. "For the Lord your God, he is God of gods and Lord of
lords," dr notr-s that the Divine Being as to good manifested in truth
is the origin of life to all who are in truth and in Rood, 200I; "the
great God. the mighty, and the terrible," denotes that He controls
even the in fernals, as to their wills, and understandings, and
activities, 2001, 2227, 583, 4555, Ps. xlv, 4; and U which regardeth
not persons nor taketh reward;" denotes dealing with all men im
partially without selfishness for their good internal and external,
9 2 93.

JR. "He doth execute the judgment of the fatherless and widow,
and loveth the stranger in giving him food and raiment," denotes
that thus by wisdom the Lord provides good and truth for all who
.drsire them carncstlv and that for those who desire instruction He
provides the knowledges of good and truth, 4844.

19. H Love ye therefore th~~ stra~~ger" (or sojourner), ': f.or y e were
strangers in the land of Egypt , denotes that t.he spiritual rna n ,
therefore, delights in work s of charity, and let him remember that
by the Lord alone he has been instructed and redeemed, 995, 1463 ,
8866.

20. "l'hou shalt fear the Lord thy God ; him shalt thou serve; and
to him shalt thou cleave, and by his narne shalt thou swear;" denotes
that he should fear the Lord and serve Him with all his natural
powers ; and love and reverence H im with all his spiritual powers,
2826, 2001, 7038, 3875, 2842, 2009 7

•

2I. "He is thy praise, and he is thy God, that hath done for thee
these great and terrible things which thine eyes have seen," denotes
that the Lord is the source of all celestial love, and all spiritual love,
and continually delivers the spiritual man from evils and falsities by
leading him in tcmptruions, through the exercise of his freedom and
reason, 6364,2001,2618, 222i, ver, Ii, 2148,2150.

22. "Thy fathers went down into Egypt with threescore and ten
persons," denotes that man, in all ages, is born into the natural life,
and is endowed with remains of Rood and truth, in all their fulness,
370313, 3084, 50i9, 5i6, i28; "and now the Lord thy God ha th made
thee as the stars of heaven for multitude;' denotes in order that he
may become" spiritual from the l ...ord by the reception of charity and
faith; nor is there any limit to the Divine benevolence, which imparts
to him all things necessary for the enjoyment of life in heaven and
upon earth, 2001, 2618, 1806, 1808, 1810, 222i.

The great thing to be noticed in connection with the first section
of this chapter is, that Divine Revelation may assume different
external forms, while within it remains the same. For the Lord is
the Unchangeable (;00; aatl Divine Truth from Him is the same
from age to age. And this change in the External of the \\Tord, as
the references show , is what is aptly repres-ented by Moses being
commanded to hew two tables of stone similar to those which were
broken, w he n I-Ie carne down from the mountain and found Aaron
and the people worsh ipping the golden calf. But Moses was not
only commanded to hew fresh tables; he was also directed to make
the ark; and since his hewing the tables, denoted the externa l of
the \Vord adapted to the state of the merely natural rnnn , or to such
as could represent a church without being really a church, so his
making the ark also represented that persons in such an external
state would claim rnerit for their good deeds, although in the highest
sense the ark represents the inmost hr-avr-n and thence all the
heavens, and the wood of the ark the Lord's righteousnf'ss and merit.
And we observe here also, that stone specifically has relation to truth
and wood has relation to good; and hence. that to hew stone signifies
to claim merit for truth, and to cut wood signifies to claim merit for
g-ood, 2784, 3720; and we now sec, therefor». how it is that the ark
which Moses made could represent both the inmost heaven, and also

, that external aflr-ct ion which clairns merit to itself on account of its
Rood deeds. Another thing worthv of observing here also is, that
the tables of stone were placed w it hin the ark. and represented not
only that internal things w ere concealed from the represcn tat ive of a
church, 10,602, but also that the good or love .which clnirns mer it is
external to the Divine Truth denoted bv the Trst irnonv in the ark .
In proportion, therefore, as man becomes spiritual arid celestial, the
more does he come into that good which does not claim any merit,
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but ascribes all merit to the Lord; for he knows that what proceeds
from the Lord into the inmost heaven, and thence into all the
heavens and is called Divine Truth, is both good and truth; and
thus that the wood of the ark, in the best sense, denotes this good,
and the Iorrn of the ark denotes this truth both of which are con
tinually .ec~ived from the Lord, and exclude all ideas of self-right
eousness or merit. And indeed who, that loves good and truth for
their own sakes can think of merit? Can we not, therefore, to some
exten t measure our own progress in regeneration by the degree in
which we can sincerely relinquish all idea of selfish pleasure, on
account of the uses we perforrn ?

But again, there are other things involved in the hewing of two
tables of stone, and making an ark of wood, For they teach us that,
although the Lord does not c01nnHIHd us to claim merit, or does not
nO\V into us so as to inspire the idea of merit, yet He does so flow
into our minds as to infuse the healthy thought that we must form
our own characters both as to the intellect and the will, For He has
created us with the capacity to do this, and has given us the po\ver
to perceive truths; and thus has hewn the tables, so to speak, and
writ ten the Divine Law upon them, But when our natural man
rebels against Him externally, our spiritual life also is wealcened,
and, like Moses, as a consequence, \\'C cast the tables out of our
hands and break them beneath the mount. And so we need to be
regenerated, or created anew, or born again of water and of the
spirit; and this can only be accomplished by hewing the tables our
selves and by making the ark of wood ourselves, through a willing
co-operation with the Lord.

COining to the next section, it seems difficult, considering only the
literal sense, to account for the itinerary being given just here; but,
from the internal sense, it is evident that the giving of the Word in
accornmodntion to rnans states in reg-eneration, must be followed
by progress in the spiritual life, which is denoted by journeying, and
that what is described is advancement from a state of instruction to
a state of charity. Also, in the literal sense, there is difficulty in
accounting for the statement that, at jotbathah, of course after the
death of Aaron, the Lord separated the tribe of Levi, as it is said,
while yet this particular separation is described minutely in Num. iii.
and iv., and is there said to have been made in the wilderness of
Sinai; and we can only suppose, therefore, that, at j otbathah , in the
last year of the wandering. this distinction of the Levites was again
confirmed solemnly, in view of the altered circumstances that would
arise, when the Israelites caine into full possession of the promised
land. But at any rate, although the series of the literal sense is
obscure, the series of the spiritual sense is clear, and very irnpres
sive; for unless, in our life's journey we do arrive at a true state of
charity, \\"C shall certainly not be in a heavenly state. And again,
when we come to look a li ttle 1110re closelv into the particulars of
this journeying we cannot help being convinced that the Word reallv
was written for the sake of the spiritual sense, and by no means for
the sake of the literal history alone. For this is evident from the
111:-aning, and thence fro III the correspondence of the places and
things named, and from the order in which they are named, as mav
be well seen Irorn the previous explanation. The Word of the Lord
is the. fountain of living waters from which is all spiritual life
(John IV. 14); the sons of j aakan are those who study that Word,
and who at ~rst~ ascribe to .it only an external and literal meaning,
and .tl~llS fa.lstfy Its truths, Since, probably, j aakan was, at it is said,
a Hivite chief, and the Hivites signify those with whom falsities and
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truths are mingled, but with whom the truths Ina>" be separ~ted;
Moserah means discipline, and thus the self-compulsion, which IS so
necessary to man, ~n order that he n~a): realiz~ the advantages of
knowing the truth In the best sense; It IS certain that the effect of
such self-compulsion will be that man advances from a merely natural
to a truly spiritual state, which is signified by the dc.ath of Aaron,
and whose burial signifies on the one hand the rejection of the old
and corrupt life, and on the other, resurrection into the new and
higher life, 4564, 1854; thence it follows that man has a greater
and more intensified delight in spiritual truths for their own sake,
signified by Gudgodah; this naturally leads to a state of interior
happiness and joy, properly denoted by Jotbathah; and lastly there
is the consciousness of a genuine state of love and charity from the
Lord, and thus of conjunction with Him, which is signified by Levi
and the Levites. And when this consecration of the Levites to the
service of the Lord, and thence to that of the priesthood is con
sidered we rnav see another fine example of the relation between the
love of the neighbour and the love of the Lord, as well as of the fact
that unless both descend into the actions of the daily life in the
performance of uses, they ITIUSt needs perish fro In the heart and
the understanding, because they are without a suitable basis in which
they can become firmly established; while on the other hand they
never can become so unless, also, they are inwardly acknowledged
to be from the Lord, as the last verse of the section teaches. For
truly, all spiritual creation, as well as all natural creation is from
the Lord by means of the ultimate and its re-action, which also are
from Him.

And indeed, in the third section there is a confirmation of the
foregoing truths. For what is here applied to the Israelites and
jews as the representatives of a church, or to the merely natural
man, who never desires to become anything- but merely natural, is
equally applicable, in a more exalted sense, to the truly spiritual
man. But, in this case; Moses will truly represent this man ; and
therefore by his remaining: in the mOW1t, will be signified, that the
good man ever abides in the Divine Love, having as his inmost the
realization of that love; by forty days and forty nights, will be
denoted the whole course of ternprations, which he endures in order
that his inmost love mav also become established in the External;
by the Lord hearkening -unto him, will be represented that he con
tinually receives [rom the Lord the aid necessary in order that he
may be able to obey II irn ; by the Lord not destroying, will be
signified that he will not be overcome by the evils which cause the
destruction, or the vastat ion of spiritual life; by the command to
arise, will be denoted the continual influx of the Divine Love,
elevating the soul of the spiritual 111an above all merely selfish and
worldly delights; by Moses, on being commanded, journeying before
the people, \\"i11 be represented continual progress on his part, and
the consequent advance also of all his subordinate affections and
powers ; bv g-oing in and possessing the land" will be signified the
full reception of the heavenly life externally as well as internally:
and by the Lord swcarinjr to give the good man this land will be
sig-nified that this heavenlv sta te \\"i11 be confirmed to him for ever,
because it is the eternal will of the Lord that everv one should be
saved by the reception of love and charity Irorn liitn, and bv the
ever increasing inrr-llijrence and activity which the reception of love
and charity inevitably carry with them; And thus, therefore, '\"C see
most clearly, how it is that mans rf'gcnf'ration can onlv be eflr-cted
by the continual opcra t ion of the Lord and the continual" co-operation
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of the man himself. And this brings us to the consideration of the
last section, which is worthy of our earnest study and of our continual
application to life.

And if \ve look at it as a whole we tnay see that it begins by
showing us what the regenerated life of man is first externally, and
then in'lernally in a series, testifying that with every outward act of
him who is regenerated, there is a corresponding operation of the
Lord. And it is to be very carefully remembered, that the Divine
operation really comes first, and that mans obedience is the result
of that operation, whereas it appears on the surface, as if we were
first commanded to obey, and that the blessing of the Lord would
be a consequence. But a little reflection will show that the very'
desire to obey I11USt come from the Lord; and this is expressed by
the question, "\Vhat doth the Lord thy God require of thee? H

Thus there is an in flux with everyone of us, prompting, and urging
us to obedience. And we must note that well. The selfish life in us
never desires to do the will of the Lord; and no thoroughly selfish
man, or in other words, no evil spirit, ever does the will of the Lord,
although, at last, or in his final state, he conforms to the laws of
Divine Order on his own plane of life. But verse 12-13 show, in
every sentence, that the good man, or the _angel obeys the Lord
from the Lord. But the next ,(vo verses teach that the regenerated
man acknowledges that all life is from the Lord. And they also
teach that each person distinctly has his life from the Lord, because
by the Lord choosing the Israelites above all other nations is meant
that good only gives conjunction with the Lord, while evil only causes
disjunction. But since every man is born capable of regeneration,
by virtue of his being a man, therefore the Lord's choice is that
each man should be in good if he likes, while yet he is not compelled
to be so, because compulsory goodness is really an impossible thing,
genuine goodness always being free, because it means loving as the
Lord loves. And the last words of these -verses, namely, H at this
day," mean spiritually, in the best sense, that the Lord's love never
changes, and also that the same thing is true of every man in his
final condition (Matt. xxv. 46). But now further, if we carefully
think of verso 16-19, we shall see that they teach, spiritually, t\VO
things; first of all, that, in order to be good, evil must be abandoned,
or that there must be purification from evil; and secondly, that when
anybody is in good, then he will love to do good to everybody,
because all good men, or ang-els, are sensible that they have no good
Irom themselves, or in their merely natural man, which is repre
sented by the children of Israel having been strangers in Egypt,
and yet that they have been capable of receiving good from the
Lord, since they have been delivered from evil bv Him. And more
over they k now that the Lord does nothing but good, and that they
themselves desire to do nothing but good even to the infernals. And
lastly the rernain ing' verses of the chapter teach that man obeys the
Lord; that he has learned to ackriowledjre the Lord· that lie has
been purified from evil by the Lord; and that he has. been able to
love the Lord and his neighbour with a sincere love, because this
love was given to him inrnostlv by the Lord. For had this not been
the case, then it is certain that, in his first conscious state of mere
selfishness and worldliness, he could not have had any remains of
good and truth, denoted by the Israelites going into Egypt and being
only threescore and ten persons; nor could he have been regenerated
by the Lord, and thus endowed with good and truth in all fulness,
as is signified ?y the Israeli~es becoming finally, when they were
about to enter Into the promised land, like the stars of heaven for
multitude.

Herein therefore "we perceive by the study of this whole chapter,
how much wisdom and love are involved in every part of the \Vord
of the Lord; and that every time we come to it, and according to
our state, study it with a view to our own improvement, or for the
sake of imparting its truths to others, we may see fresh wonders in
it, and thus have new revelations, from it continually, because, like
the Lord Himself-s-it is an ultimate expression of the eternal and the
infinite, so that its deeper meanings in every part are incapable or
ever being exhausted.



CHAPTER XI

ness, his mighty hand, and
his stretched out arm.

his redemption both inwardly
and outwardly Irorn thepower
of evil;

THE CONTENTS OF EACH VERSE

SUl\Il\IARY OF THE SPIRITUAL SENSE

CH}\Pl"EI~ XI

1. In his advancing state, the spiritual man is encouraged to love
the Lord, and to obey Him because of his past experiences, in over
corning evils by His power, and in dependence upon Him, verso 1-9·

2. The distinction between the merely natural state, and the truly
spiritual, or heavenly state of man, is pointed out, verso 10-12.

3. Man is provided with truth and with goodness by influx from
the Lord through the heavens, according to his obedience, and he
is cautioned against disobedience, verso 13- l i .

4. On the importance of diligently remernbering, teaching, and
practising the truths of the Divine Word in every degree of the
mind, in order to attain to a permanent state of good, and to have
full deliverance from evil, verso 18-25.

5. That all this must be done in a state of free-determination
between good and evil, the former always giving conjunction with
the Lord, and the latter always causing aversion from Him, verso
26-28.

6. And lastly the 1l1cnl0ry of evil, as the cause of all unhappiness,
and of good as the cause of all happiness, is perpetual with the
rcgencrnted man to eternity, although evil is then quiescent with
him, and good alone is triumphant, by being both the essence and
the activtiy of his permanent life, vers. 29-32.

4. How merely natural fat ..
lacies, perversions of the in
tellect, and false doctrines had
been destroyed by the power
of the Lord; how the influx
of falsities from the hells had
overwhelmed the evil, causing
their vastation and separation
when they infested the good;
and thus how the spiritual
man had been delivered by
the Lord continually. while
the wicked had been involved
in their own evils;

5. How the spiritual man
had been protected in his
states of obscurity and temp
tation, even until he had
reached the state when truth
was to be implanted in good;

Jo Upon admonition against
evil, upon confirmations of
truth, and upon the results of
good according to his state.
so that the principles of evil
and falsity in the natural man,
and their outward manifesta
tion might be overcome;

6. How falsities springing
from the love of worship
merely external and selfish. as
well as falsifications of truth;
when faith without charity had
prevailed, had been conde~ned
to hell, because externaj
things only had been loved;
how all of such a character
had been vast a ted internally
and externally as to every holy
affection of good and every
principle of truth; and how
the spiritual man had been
conscious of all this,

3. And his signs, and
his works, which he did in
the midst of Egypt unto
Pharaoh the king of Egypt,
and unto all his land;

5. And what he did unto
you in the wilderness, until
ye came unto this place;

~l

4. And what he did unto
the army of Egypt, unto
their horses, and to their
chariots; how he made the
water of the Red Sea to
overflow them as they pur
sued after you, and how the
LORD hath destroyed them
unto this day;

6. And what he did unto
Dathan and Abiram, the
sons of Eliab, the son of
Reuben; how the earth
opened her mouth, and s,val
lowed them up, and their
households, and their tents,
and every living thing that
followed them, in the midst
of all Israel:

I. Therefore it is the de
light of the spiritual man to
love the Lord as to His Divine
Good conjoined to His Divine
Truth, and to be obedient to
His laws as to the will and
understanding- outwardly and
inwardly continually.

2. And in his advanced
state, it is given to him to
reflect from past experience
as to instruction and as to
ternptat ions , and not from the
innocence of ignorance only,
upon the Divine goodness in

I. Therefore thou shalt
love the I... ORD thy God, and
keep his charge, and his
statutes, and his judge
ments, and his command
merits, alway,

2. J\ nd kI10\\" ve this day :
for I spea]: not with your
children which have· not
known, and which have not
seen the chast isemen t of the
LORD your God, his great-

J60
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7. Bu~ your eyes have
seen all 'the great work of
the l.JORD which he did.

H. Therefore shall ye keep
all the r ommandment which
J command thee this day,
that ye may be strong, arid
go in and possess the land,
whither ye go over to pos
sess it;

(). And that ye may pro
long your days upon the
land, which the I..JORD sware
unto your fathers to giye
unto them and to their seed,
a land flowi ng with milk
and honey.

10. For the land, wh i ther
~hou goest in to possess it,
IS not as the land of Egypt,
from whence ye came out,
where thou sowedst thy
seed, and wateredst it with
thy foot, as a garden of
herbs:

I J. Hut the land, whither
ye go over to possess it, is
a land .of hills and valleys,
and d r inketh water of the
rain of heaven:

J 2 ...\ land which the
LORD thy God careth for;

7. Because the operations of
Divine Truth for the salvation
of man are clearly perceived
by him,

8. And therefore let the
spiritual man hereby be stimu
lated to increased earnestness
in obeying all the laws of
Divine Order which are from
the W ord perpetually, in order
that he [nay secure greater
spiritual power, and enter into
the enjoyment of the heavenly
life after which he is striving,

9. That the state of good
Inay be continually intensified
with him, which has been con
firmed to the spiritual man in
all churches both celestial and
spiritual, and is received by
influx from the Lord with an
abundance of truths and
delig-hts.

10. For the heavenly state
which is provided for the
spiritual man through re
generation, is not to be com
pared with the natural state,
from which by redemption he
is delivered, in which truths
had becn inseminated and
s tirnulated from merely natural
motives , and for merely natu
ral purposes.

I I. For the heavenly state
to be acquired by regeneration
from the Lord, is one in which
spiritual life which is love and
charity, is conjoined with
natural life which is the love
of self for the sake of love
and charity, and is stimulated
by Divine Truths from the
L..ord through the heavens.

1.2. It is a state, therefore,
derived from Divine Good con-

the eyes of the LORD thv
God are always upon ii,
from the beginning of the
year even unto the end of
the year.

13. And it shall come to
pass, if ve shall hearken
diligently· unto my com
mandrnents which I corn
mand you this day, to love
the LORI) your God, and to
serve him with all your heart
and with all your soul,

14. That I wil l give the
rain of your land in its
season, the former rain and
the latter rain, that thou
mayest gather in thy corn,
and thy w ine, and thine oil.

. 15. And I wi ll give grass
In thy fields for thy cattle,
and thou shalt eat and be
full.

16. Take heed to your
selves, lest your heart be
deceived, and ye turn aside,
and serve other gods, and
worship them;

i t . And the anger of the
LORD be kindled against
you, and he shut up the
heaven, that there be no
rain, and that the land vield
not her fruit; and ve perish
quickly. from otl the good
land which the LORD giveth
you.

18. Therefore shalJ ye lay
up these my words in your

joined to Divine Truth, and
therein the Lord is always
present in truths, and this in
every varying state of the life
to eternity.

13. And therefore also it
happens to the spiritual man
during- his reg-eneration, when
he is obedient to Divine
'Truths, and thus cultivates
love to t.he Lord and the neigh
b?ur .\vlth all the pO\\'ers of
his \VII1 and understanding;

.14. l-hat. truth is conjoined
with good In the natural man
according to the necessities of
every state of instruction and
every state of fruition, so that
natural, spiritual, and celestial
go?d things arc enjoyed in
their order,

15. And c'"cry natural affcc
ti~n is supp!ied with its appro
pn~lte nourishrnent , \... hilc in
tenor na tural good is received
in all' fulness.

16. But let the spiritual man
beware, "during regeneration,
lest selhsh love deceive him
and lest falsities intrude them~
selves and lead him astray,
both outwardly and inwardly ;

Ii- And thus aversion [rom
the Lord is enkindled, influx
Irorn heaven is not received
the~e is no .stiolulating truth:
no Increase In good, and con
sequently spiritual death is the
result, instead of the reception
of the heavenly life.

18. Arid therefore, it is
necessary that the man of the
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heart and in vour soul; and
ye shallilind thenl for a sign
upon your hand, and they
shall be for frontlets be
tween your eyes.

I ~) . And ye shall teach
them your children, talking
of them, when thou sittest
in thine house, and when
thou walkest by the \vay,
and when thou liest down,
and when thou risest up.

20. And thou shalt wri te
them upon the door posts of
thine house, and upon thy
gates:

2 I. ~rhat your days may
be multiplied, and the days
of your children, upon the
land which the LORD sware
unto your fathers to give
them, as the days of the
heavens above the earth.

22. For if ye shall dili
gently keep all this corn
mandment which I C0111

maud YOU, to do it: to love
the L.C)RD your God, to wal k
in all his wavs, and to cleave
unto h im : .

23. ']"hen w i ll the t.JORD
drive out all these nations
from before you, and ye
shall possess nations greater
and mightier than your
selves.

24. Every place whereon
the sole of your foot shall

church should diligently culti
vate the truth in will and
understanding, and that there
should be perpetual rernern
brance of the truth with him
there.

19. Moreover; it is neces
sary tha t he should diligently
teach the truth, and this in
every state of repose as to the
affections, in every state of
activity as to the intellect, in
every state of the natural man
in obscurity, and in every state
of the natural man in bright
ness;

20. And truths shall be con
firmed and established even in
sensual and corporeal things.

2 J. And thus heavenly states
shall be multiplied which are
from the Lord successively,
when man is as willingly re
ceptiveof good in the external,
as he has been in the internal
degree.

22. For if the man of the
church persists in his obedi
ence to Divine Truths, through
them cultivating love to the
Lord and love to the neigh
bour, and thus conjunction
with the Lord,

23, Then will he be enabled
to overcome all evils, and to
acquire states of good which
are entirely from the Lord.

24. And' every state of the
natural man shall be fully in

tread shall be yours: from
the wilderness, and Leba
non, from the river, the river
Euphrates, even unto the
hinder sea shall be your
border. .;

25. There shall no man
be able to stand before you:
the LORD your God shall lay
the fear of you and the dread
of you upon all the land
that ye shall tread upon, as
he hath spoken unto you.

26. Behold, I set before
you this day a blessing and
a curse;

27. The blessing, if ye
shall hearken unto the com
mandments of the LORI)
your God, wh ich I command
you this day:

28 ....\nd the curse, if ve
shall not hearken unto the
commandments of the L,OR[)

your God, but turn aside out
of the wa v which I C0111

mand you" this day, to go
after other gods, which ve
have not known.

29 ....\ nd it shall C0111C to
pass, when the fJORD thy
God shall bring thee into
the land whither thou goest
to possess it, that thou shalt
set the blessing upon mount
Gerizim, and the curse upon
mount Eba1.

g-ood, and also fully in truths,
from states of comparative
obscurity to states of abund
ance, and in short Irom ulti
mates in cvery direction.

25. Moreover, no falsity
from evil shall be superior to
states of good with the truly
spiritual man, because good
conjoined with truth inspires
fear and dread with the
wicked; especially when it has
fully conquered according to
the '\T ord of the Lord.

26. But still let it be re
membered in every statc of
prcparation for heaven, that
ma n is in free-determination
between evil on the one hand
and good on the other;

27. 'That good preponder
ates when he is, from choice,
obedient to Divine Truth con
joined with Divine Good con
tinually;

28, ..\nd that evil prepon
derates when he is disobedient,
and when he separates him
self Irorn the Lord, and is
deluded by falsities which arc
not in ag-reenlent with thc
truth proceeding- from good.

29. And it shall happen to
the spiritual 111:1n even when
he has attained to the heavenlv
state, that the memory of ev~l
shall remain with him perfectly
disting-uished; for Rood is
sharply defined by truths in
ultimates, and evil by falsities
in ultimates through which
truths are dispersed.
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!{EFERENCES AND NOTES

I. l& 'fherefC?rc thou shalt love the Lord thy God, and keep his
charge, and h is statutes, and his judgements, and his commandments
alwny ;" denotes that it is therefore the delight of the spiritual man
to love the Lord as to 1--1 is Divine Good conjoined to H is Divine
Truth , and to be obedient to His laws as to the will and understand
ing outwardly and inwardly continually, 995, 2001, 338 2 , 8972 •

2. "I~no\v ye this day: for I speak not with your children which
have not known, and which have not seen," denotes that, in his
advanced state it. is given to .him to reflect from past experience,
and not from the Inno~;nce of Jg.~orance only, 3654, 2230, 2838, 295 I,
430, 2280, 21 50 ; and the chastisement of the Lord your God his
greatness, his nlightv hand, and his stretched out arm." de~otes
as to instruction and -as to temptations, and upon the Divine Good-

30 . Are th~ not beyond
Jordan. behind the \yay of
the going down of the sun,
in the land of the Canaan
ites which dwell in the Ara
bah, over against Gilgal,
beside the oaks of Moreh ?

:, I. For ye are to pass
over Jordan to go in to
possess the land which the
I.JoR[) your God giveth you,
and ye shall possess it, and
dwell therein.

3 2 • And ye shall observe
to do all the statutes and
the judgements which I set
before you this day.

30. And they thus remain in
the external memory within
the boundary of the heavenly
life, although they are quies
cent, since selfish love is no
longer active, nor is there any
longer external worship separ
ate from internal, as in man's
first low states, when purifi
cation from evil has begun, ~

and the earliest perceptions of
truth have been given.

3 I. But the truly spiritual
man passes beyond the boun
dary into heaven, where evil
ends and good begins, which
is from the Lord, but is real
ized by man as if it were his
own ; and this is his secure
dwelling place.

32 • And on this account he
is in true heavenly freedom;
his obedience is thence; and
he is no longer in the former
state of free-determination,
since his external is the ex
pression of his internal life,
and his state is eternal.

ness in His redemption both inwardly and outwardly from the
power of evil, 6oi8, 200J, 222i, 8iS.

3. "i\nd his signs and his works which he did in the midst of
Egypt unto Pharaoh the king of Egypt and all his land," denotes
upon admonition against evil, upon confirmations of truth, and upon
the results of good according to his state, so that the principles
of evil and falsity in the natural ITIan, and their outward manifesta
tion might be overcome, 7273, 83 29. 261b, 200, 50 i 9 , 1733.

4. u And what he did unto the army of Egypt, unto their horses,
and unto their chariots," denotes how merely natural fallacies and
perversions of the intellect, and false doctrines had been destroyed by
the power of the Lord, 2618, 8138, 2762; and "ho\v he made the
water of the Red Sea to overflow them as they pursued after you,
and how the Lord hath destroyed them unto this day," denotes how
the influx of falsities from the hells had overwhelmed the evil, caus
ing their vastation and separation when they infested the good; and
thus how the spiritual man had been delivered by the Lord con
tinually, while the wicked had been involved in their own evils,
2001, 8138, 80<)9, 8223, 8161, 2395, 2838.

5. u And what he did unto you in the wilderness, until ye carne
unto this place," denotes how the spiritual man had been protected
in his states of obscurity and temptation, even until he had reached
the state, when truth was to be implanted in good, 2001, 2618, 3654,
2708, 1853, 2625, chap. i. 1-6.

6. U And what he did unto Dathan and Abirarn the sons of Elinb
the son of Reuben," denotes how falsities springing from the love of
worship merely external and selfish, as well as falsifications of truth,
when faith without charitv had prevailed, had been condemned to
hell because external things only had been loved, 2001, 2618, Nurn.
xvi. I; U how the earth opened her mouth. and swallowed them up,
and their households and their tents and every living thing that
followed them;" denotes how all of such a character had been vastated
internally and externally as to every holy affection of good and every
principle of truth, 8306, 1048=', 48434, 414, 670, 3193, Nurn. xvi. 32,
33; and" in the midst of all Israel," denotes how the spiritual man
had been conscious of all this, 200, 3654.

7. "But your eyes have seen all the ~reat work of the Lord which
he did," denotes that the operations of Divine Truth for the salvation
of 111an are clenrly perceived by him, 2148, 2150, 222j, 8329, 2618.

8. "Therefore shall ye keep all the comrnandrncnt which I C0I11

mand thee this day," denotes that the spiritual man must hereby
be stimulated to increased earnestness in obeying all the laws of
Divine Order, which are from the \Vord perpetually, 3654, 3382,
70 10 , 5486, 2838 ; "that ye may be strong," denotes in order that he
may secure greater spiritual power. 6343; and "go in and possess
the land whither ye go over to possess it," denotes to enter into the
enjoyment of the heavenly life after which he is striving, 6901, 2658,
3i05, 3335·

9· "That ye may prolong your days upon the land," denotes that
the state of good may be continually intensified with the spiritual
man, 88<)8, 3i05; u which the Lord sware unto your fathers to give
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them, and to their seed," denotes, which has been confirmed to him
in all churches both celestial and spiritual, 200 I, 2842 , 370 313

, . 57,
H899; and "a land flowing with milk and honey," denotes re~elved
by In flux from the Lord with an abundance of truths and delights,
8°56, 92 2 3.

'0 10. U For the land whither thou goest in to possess it, is not as
the land of Egypt, from whence ye came out, where thou so\ved~~
thy seed, and wateredst it with thy foot, as a garden of h~~bs,
denotes that the heavenly state which is provided f~r the spiritual
man through regeneration, is not to be ~ompar~d \vl~h the natural
state from which by redemption he is dehvered In ",'hlc~ truths had
been insinuated and stimulated from merely natural motives, and for
merely natural purposes, 3705, 6901, 2658, 5079, 8866, 92 72 • 2702,
2162, 225, 29·

II. H Rut the land whither yc go over to P?ssess it, is ~, land of
hills and valleys, and drinketh water of the rain o.f heaven, denotes
that the heavenly state to be acquired by regeneration. frol~n the .L~rd,
is one in which spiritual life which is love and chanty, IS conjoined
with natural life which is the love of self for the sake of love and
charity, and is stimulated by Divine Truths from th; Lord through
the heavens, 3705. 1585 2

, 2658, 795, 1723, 3 168, 1°570 •

12. U A land which the Lord thy God carcth for," denotes that it
is a state derived from Divine Good conjoined to Divine Truth, 37~5,
200 I ; 4' caring for," in the best sense, ~videntty denotes the operation
of Divine Providence for the promotion of good, see the Hebr~\v

word, 1005; and" the eyes of the Lord thy God are always upon It,
from the beginning of the year even unto the .end of the year,."
denotes that therein the Lord is always prese.nt In tyuths, and this
in every varying state of the life even to eternity, or In other words,
that therein He exercises the Divine Foresight, 2 150, 386~i" 2906.

13. U And it shall conl~ to pass, if ye shall hea!ken diligently unto
my commandments, which I command you this day, to lo~e the
Lord your God, and to serve him with all your heart and \Vl.t~,all
your soul," denotes that therefore als~ it happens to.t~c sJ:lrttuat
man, during his regeneration, when he IS obedient ~o DIVine 1.ruths,
and thus cultivates love to the Lord and the neighbour, with all
po\vcrs of his will and understanding, 4Q79, 3654, 254 2 , 3382, 5486,
2838, 995, 70 38, 2930.

14. U That I wi ll give the rain of your land in its season, the former
rain and the latter rain, that thou mavest gather in thy corn and
thy \vine and thine oil." det."'0tes that t~uth i~ .conjoined with good
in the natural man, according to the necessities of every state of
instruction and every state of fruition, so that natural, spiritual, and
celestial good things are enjoyed in their order, 8899, 2445, 84 16,
37, 9272 7 , 9273, 3580, 978 0 5 . ~It will be evident, from th~ study. of
these references, that the" former rain" denotes states of instruction
in truths, or states when truths lead to good, and that the "latter
rain" denotes states of fruition, or states in which truths proceed
from good. Hence also the reflecting mind will see not only the
resemblance of these t\VO states to those signified by seed-time and
harvest, but also the difference between them. For the raining pro
perly denotes the Divine influx and operation, while the sowing and
the reaping denote the co-operation of man.

15. "And I will give grass in thy fields for thy ca~lle,. and th.ou
shalt eat and be full," denotes that every natural affection is supplied
with its appropriate nourishment while interior natural good is
received in all Iulness, 8899, 5201, 6126, 218j, 8750'

16. "T'ake heed to yourselves lest your heart be deceived, and ye
turn aside, and serve other gods, and worship them," denotes that
the spiritual man should beware, during regeneration, lest selfi.sh
love deceive him, and lest falsities intrude themselves and lead him
astray both outwardly and inwardly, 3654, chap. iv. 15, 727 2 , 9013,
4816, 8867, 8873·

17. ".:\nd the anger of the Lord be kindled against you," denotes
that aversion from the Lord is enkindled, 5798; U and he shut up
heaven, that there be no rain and that the land yield not her fruit,"
denotes influx. from heaven not received, no stimulating truth, and
no increase in good, 784, 10,5702, 92727, 9273; "and ye perish quickly
from off the good land. which the Lord giveth you," denotes that
consequently, spiritual death is the result, instead of the reception
of the heavenly life, 7655, 3705, 2001, 8899.

18. "Therefore shall ye lay up these my words in your heart and
in your soul," denotes that therefore it is necessary that the man of
the church should diligently cultivate the truth in will and under
standing, 3654, 6j25, 7010, 1288, 2930; and U ye shall bind them for
a sign upon your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between thine
eyes," denotes that there should be perpetual remembrance of the
truth with him there, 10388.

19. "And ye shall teach them your children, talking of them when
thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the \\"ay, and
when thou risest up," denotes the necessity that he should dili~ently

teach the truth, and this ifl every state of repose as to thr- affections,
in every state of activity as to the intellect, in eve-ry slate of the
natural man in obscurity, and in every state of the natural man in
brightness, 7007, 59 12, 7063, 9422, 2233, 84 20, 2234, 3()96, 240 I.

20. u And thou shalt write them upon the door post of t hine hou-«
and upon thy gates," denotes that truths shall be confirmed and
established even in sensual and corporeal things, i 847, 1453.

2 I. U That your days may be multiplied and the days of your
children, upon the land which the Lord swarc unto tlu-ir fat lu-r s to
give them, as the days of the heavens above the earth," denotes that
thus heavenly states shall be mult iplied, which are frOITI the Lord
successively, when man is as \'Oillingly receptive of good in the
external as he has been in the internal degree, X8<yR, 61i2, 59 J 2 , 3705,
2001, 2842, 1733.

22. "For if ye shall diligently keep all this cornmandmcnt which
I command '"OU, to do it, to 10\"P the Lord vour God, to walk in his
ways, and to clt-avr- unto him ;" dr-notr-s that"if t hr- man of the church
persists in his obediencc j o Divine Trut hs, through t hcrn cultivating
love to the Lord and love to the neighbour, and thus conjunction
with the Lord, 3654, 3382, 5486,4258, 995, 2001, 5 19, 2234, 38iS.

23. "Then will the Lord drive out all these nations from bcforr
you, and ye shall possess nations gn:'ater and 111ightier than your-
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selves," denotes that then w ill he be enabled to overcome all evils,
and to acquire states of good, which are entirely from the Lord,
2001, 10638, 2658, 1259, 2227.

24. "Every place whereon the sole of your foot shall tread shall
be yours," denotes that every state of the natural man shall be fully
in good, and also fully in truths, 2625, 2fi9, 2162, 3?54; and from
the wilderness and Lebanon, [rom the river, the river Euphrates
even un to the hinder spa shn11 be your border," denotes from states
of compnrative obscurity to states of abundance, and, in short from
ultimates in every direction, 2708, 90116, 120, 9755, 8063.

25. "There shall no man btl able to stand before you," ~enotes

that no falsity from evil shall be superior to states of good with the
truly spiritual man, looi, 4-932, 7530, 3654-; and U the Lord your
God shall lay the fear of you and the dread of you upon al,1, the land
that ye shall tread upon as he hath spoken unto you, ~enotes

because good conjoined with truth inspires fear and dre~d with the
wicked, especially when it has fully conquered according to the
Word of the Lord, 2001, 6j25, 4180, 6306, 1001 9 , 295 1 , 3654.

2(). "Behold I set before you this day a blessing and a ~urse,"

denotes that it must be remembered in every state of preparation for
heaven that man is in free-determination between evil on the one
hand and good on the other, 7010, 8899, 2838, 173 1 , 379.

2i. "l'he blessing if ve shall hearken unto the commandments
of the Lord your God which I command you this day," denotes that
good preponderates when he is, from choice, obedient to Divine Tru..,th
conjoined to Divine Good continually, 1731, 2542, 3382, 2001, 54R6.
283R.

28. " ..\nd the curse if ye sha ll not hearken unto the command
ments of the Lord your God, but turn aside out of t~e way which 1
command you this day, to go after other gods \\"hlc~ yeo have. not
know 11," denotes that evil prcpondcrn te s when he IS disobedient,
and when he separates himself from the Lord, and is de!uded by
falsities which are not in agreement with the truth proceeding from
good, 3i9, 254 2 , 33 8 2,2001, 4-S16, 2234-, i 0 10 , 5486,2838,3191, g86j,
223°·

29. "And it shall come to pass, when the Lord th~" God shalt
bring thee into the land, whither thou goest to possess It, that thou
shalt set the blessing- upon I110unt Gcrizirn. and the curse upon mount
Ebal." denotes that it shall happen to the spiritual man, eve~ when
he has attained to the heavenlv state, that the memory of evil shall
remain with him perfectly distinguished; for good is sharply defined
liv truths in ultimates, and evil by falsities in ultimates through which
truths are dispersed, 4979, 2001, 69 0 1 , 37°5, 3335, 2658 ,. 8899: 173 1 ,

J79, 795· I t is said "good is sharply defined by truth In ult~matcs,
and evil by falsities in ult irnatcs;" because by the mountains nre
clearly signified good and evil respectively, and the names of the
nlountains denote the quality of good or evil as Il1anifested .in truths
or falsities, 145, Gerizinl l11eaning- cutters, and thus denoting \vhat
distinguishes, 8184, 10048, and Ebal meaning, a nlass 0' Ileal' Olaf
risperses, :lnd thus denoting dispersion spiritually. 1309, 9093. An,d
it is :llso said" the l1zcHl0ry of evil rcn1ains," on account of \vh~t IS

said in thp foll()\\"in~ verse.

'"'0. H Are they not beyond Jordan? " denotes that they thus rem~lill
in .)the external memory within the boundary of the heavenly life,
1"8-· U behind the \vay of the going down of the sun ," den~tes

3rtl~0'ugh they are quiescent, since selfish love is n? longe~r active,
2417, 2234, 36<)3, 1° 584- ; "in the land of the Canaanites which d\v~ll
in the Arabah ," denotes that there is no longer external worship
separate from internal as in man's first low ~tate~, 1167, 1293,. IS85~
"over against Gilgal," denotes \"hen. purification. from evil has
begun, because by (iilgal is meant a f'(:lluJg off, an~ It was there that
circumcision, which denotes purifica non [rom evil, was performed
the second time, 2°39; and'" beside the oaks of Moreh;" denotes the
earliest perceptions of truth, 1443.

3 I. "For ye are to pass o~er Jordan to g-o in to possess th; l~nd
which the Lord your God gIveth you, and ye shall possess It lind
dwell therein," denotes that the truly spiritual man pas~es bey(~nd
the boundary into heaven, where evil ends and good be.glns, which
is from the ""Lord, but is realized by man as if it were hIS own, ~nd
this is his secure dwelljng place, 3654, 1585, 6901, 2658, 2001, 8899,
1293.

32 • U And ye shan observe to do all the statutes nnd. the judg-enlen!S
which I set before you this day," denotes that, on this account,. he IS
in true heavenly freedom; his obedien~e i~ the~ce; a.nd he IS n.o
longer in the forlner. st~te of fre~-determJna:lon, sln~e his external IS
the expression of his Internal It fe; and hIS state IS eternal, 3382,
4258, 8357, 70 10 , 88<)9: according to the last ?f these refe~encp~,
giving, or setting before, as the Hebrew \vor~ IS translated In this
verse and in ver. 26, denotes influx; and as Influx from the Lor~t,

from its very nature, carries with it the perfect freedom of man III
properly using, or abusi~g,. the life. which OO\\"S in, there~on~ the
heavenlv freedom of man IS Involved In the word as here applied , and
it is so ·interpreted. And at the same time !t may be added that th)..
interpretation here given in verses 29-~o, Involves. also that of.l_
in the same verses. For it must be evident that, since rnan retains
in his memory to eternity all that happens to h irn, he retains the
truths that U happiness proceeds from love to the Lord and from
keeping His commandments, and that misery proceeds from the .lo\-e
of self and from rejection of the Lord"; ~nd. also that t~e5c. things
are clearlv perceived by those who are within the Lord s kingdom
(or church on earth) ~\-hen the love of .self begins to be. subdued
and moderated in soul, as is the case with those who begin to act
from spiritual motives under their first perceptions of truth.

At the end of the last chapter, Moses reminds the children of
Israel that they had been very few in nU111b:-r, when they went into
Egypt and that, at the time .he was addr~~ssll~g the!ll, th~y .,,·ere as
the stars of heaven for multitude, by which IS plainly Signified the
great progress of the spiritual ITIan in the regenerate life; and now
he urges upon them that, on this account, they should love the Lord
their (-;00 and be obedient to Hirn, which denotes that the advanced
spiritual man should be 1110re and more confirmr-d in his df:tennina
tion to love and serve the Lord, on account of tht' great dellverances
he has experienced. But before considering those deliverances, as
here set before us, \ve notice that 1\los('s addr('sses the assclnbly,
as if thcy thcITIselves had experienced the things he enU11lerates, \v.hen
yet according to Num. xiv.. 22-23, 35, the.." had not dOI~e 50, s~ncl'
only Caleb and Joshua remained of that faithless generation, beSides
~foses himself. The explanation, ho\\"ever Inay be that the con,
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demnation in the place here referred to, only included the men of
war, as stated in Deut. ii. 14, and this being so, the historical
account is hardioaized. And another thing calculated to cause a little
difllculty here is, that the 1-1 ebrew word translated "chastisement"
in ver. 2, is said in the mnrgin of R. V. to mean" instruction" both
meanings being correct, according to the lexicons; but the reference
given above, namely, 60i8, relates to instruction.

But turning to the spiritual things here represented, and which
are mentioned that they Inay be a stimulant to the spiritual man,
~ve ha~re to reflect particularly, in this place, on the wonderful way
III which we have been gradually led into the advanced state here
~lcscribc.d.Each in his own experience, has received exactly the'
instruction he needed, and although we know that there are certain
general truths in which all are instructed alike, yet we have to
remember now, not so much the instruction itself, as what effects
it has had upon us, in all our changing states as to feeling and
thought. For example, can we not call to mind some incidents in
our early life even, in which we were directly influenced for good
by some teaching we received, and how we determined, at that
very time, that we would faithfully serve the Lord; and now looking
back we can see how providential it was, and how it has contributed
to make us what we nQ\V are? Again we consider also our former
merely natural states of affection; and how very wonderfully they
were controlled, influenced, and led, as it were, by circumstances to
l1~inister to. our spiritual gro\vth: And this is really what the Lord
did for us III our Egypt. And Indeed many times we should have
done very badly but for our "admonitions,;' our "confirmations of
truth"; and the "results" of our efforts after good. And also
spiritually, we have passed through the "Red Sea" and have bee~
even miraculously delivered from our states of evil and of error :
and bcsid~s, we have learned that these things have invariably
brought disaster, and. confusion, and ruin, as to our spiritual life.
And :1gall1 many a time, have we been in the "\vilderness," and
there we have. been sorely tempted and tried. And moreover, when
\VC come to think of it, how very much of real selfishness has there
not been even in ou~ worship of the Lord, such worship as is repre
sented by the rebellion of Korah, Dathan, and Abirarn P And how
marvellous a thing it is, therefore, that we have escaped destruction!
And, consequent!y, ~o?d reason have we now, for really following
tI~e Lord b): lovln~ 1-11111 and. ?ur neighbour, and by devoting our
selves to His servrce ; for spirituallv, "our eyes have seen all the
great work of the Lord which He did."

'The. s.econd section being a comparison of the natural state and
th~ splntu~1 or heayenly s~ate, is exceedingly interesting from t\\OO

p.olnts of VIC\V; for It describes the rnerely natural, and at the same
t lI11e, the natural state leading to r(\~encration ; and also the heavenly
st nt c, an...d at~ the S3!l1e. time the spiritual state preceding the heavenly
sta!e. I' o~ hg'ypt SIgnIfies the merely natural man, and also the state
of Instrl!ctlon In the beginning of regeneration, and Canaan denotes
heaven Itself, and also the state of mart interiorly when preparing
for heaven. Observe, too, that both these countries denote different
degre~s. of the heavenly life, as in the following instructive and
('nl'rgl~lllg pass~ge : "In that day shall Israel be the third with Egypt
and with Assyria, even a blessing- in the midst of the land; whom the
LOlu). of hosts shall bless, saying, Blessed be Eg'}pt nlY people, and
l~~~yna the,;vork of nl~ han(!s, ~nd. Israel fl1i!1e inheritance" (Isaiah
XIX. 24- 25), \vhere by I...gypt IS SIgnIfied the SCIence of natural verities
by Assyria reason, or things rational, and by Israel things spiritual:

which succeed each other; wherefore it is said that H in that day, there
shall be a highway from Egypt unto Assyria ; and Israel shall be a
third with Egypt and with Assyria," 14623. But the terms in which
Egypt is described, clearly denote that the natural state is a prepara
tory state of mans life. I t is in that state that the seed of Divine
'Truth is sown in the human mind ; in that state also, man is required
to use his own natural powers, denoted by the foot, in the develop
rnent of his character; and when we consider also the uses of seed,
and those of water many useful reflections 111ay arise concerning their
correspondence, suggesting spiritual operations without which no
progress can be made. For the seed is the germ of the spiritual life
and ought to be carefully tended; also there arc the nourishing, and
the cleansing po\vers of the truth; and even when the best is done,
the natural life is but as a garden of herbs, as compared with the
spiritual life which is a paradise. And then turning to the descrip
tion of the higher life, we see how the naming of hills and valleys,
when we call to mind their natural correspondence, shows how the
lower life we appear to have left yet forms a part of the higher life,
and also that, if natural truths have been useful, much more are
the spiritual truths, which are compared to the rain from heaven;
and surely the Lord desires that man should become spiritual by
regeneration, rather than that he should remain only natural, so that
there 111a\" be with him, not only interior intelligence, signified by
the eyes 'of the Lord, but also a permanent state of such intolli
gence, because of a permanent state of love, which is spoken of
in the next section. Let us, therefore, now reflect on that.

Here we see very clearly, that without obedience, no interior state
of love or intelligence can be permanent, which is signified by receiv
ing the former rain, and the latter rain in their season; for these
respectively denote invigorating states, when we advance towards
good, and when, also, we apply truth from ~ood, while all the other
blessings named denote results, as is shown in the explanation given
in its proper place. But,"of course, we all need the caution, with
which the section concludes. For a tendency to lapse into the
worship of falsities from evils of various kinds is with us, 50n1<:'
times very strongly, causing aversion from the Lord, which is
denoted by His anger, and the consequent rejection of heavenly
truths apart from which the state of good in us would inevitably
perish. For truly, heaven does not consist, as it would seem from
the literal sense, in being supplied freely with all kindsaf outward
blessings, valuable as these are in their proper place, but in the
abundance of those virtues which are sig-nified by those blessings and
form a joyful heaven within the soul. We hasten, therefore, to con
template the fourth section; and it is very important indeed, seeing
that without the truths of the Divine 'Vonl, not only can there be
no regeneration at all; but even if they should faiI" when we an'
re~enernted our souls would perish for the lack of that nour ishmen t ,
which is essential, even in the heavens. And surely the lan~tlage

of the literal sense here should be a very powerful inducement for the
spir itual man to cultivate truths, and to remember their value as
the means of doing- good, and of preserving the state of good. Let
us not, however, be beguiled, as so manv havr- undoubtedly been,
into the fancy that a literal observance of the direct ions herr- givf'n,
is meant to be insisted upon. Very far from it indeed. For \vho
does not plainly see ho,," useless it ,,"ould be to conlply \vith these
literally, \vhen the spiritual duty really involved in every sentence,
\.V?S disregarded, or ,,"hen our moti\"es for earnestly studying the
'\'ord of the llord, v:ere only selfish and ",·orldly motives? But so
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impressive: is the whole teaching of ~his section, as showing t~at
the great lise of the truths of the \Vord IS to lead to a state of practical
usefulness .. to an inmost love of good, and to an abhor~ence of cv:r_y
evil thing, that there is .no excuse for those \vh~ !oohshly. COnCCl\e
that merely ceremonial holiness will satisfy the DIvine. requirements,
or who are so absorbed in the selfish and worldly life, as n~t to
recognize that every man sho~ld so. apply truths, and espe~I~II~
spiri tual truths as to confirrn himself In a state .of love, of charity ,
and usefulness internally, in order that he may Indeed be pure and,
holy both internally and externally.

But now the fifth section sets plainly before the man of the.
church the universal law of his life, which cannot be al!ered, and
cannot be avoided. Everyone must make his choice, In perfect
Ireedom, between good and evil, and tI?US between h~av~n and hell,
1he former of which is called a blessing, because It glve~ eternal
conjunction with the Lord, and the latt<:r a .curse beca~se. It causes
eternal aversion from 1-1 im, And if we Inquire why this IS the law
of life, we shall find that it is grounded. in the ve!y nature ~f the
Divine Life, or the Divine Love, which IS the desire of creatIn~ a
heaven of intelligence and happy beings from the human race. For
love is essentially free, and it is impossible to separate freedom from
love. 1'0 do anything because we love it, is to act in freedom, and
to do anything for any other reason is not to do it from .Iov~.

The Lord's love, however, is the delight of communicating love,
happiness, peace, and joy to everyone, and thus it is the love of doing
good without any selfish Illative, while on the. contrary, not to love
as the Lord loves, is not to have the same delight as the Lord, and
consequently, to be governed entirely by selfish love. But it may
be said "I f the Lord's life, as love, imparted to man, is an unselfish
love, h~w does it happen to become, in man, selfish?" It is because
the sense of freedom given with life, gives the appearan<:e of s~lf

existence without the realitv, because the created, or finite, being
cannot be self-existent. An"'d this being so, the finite being, man,
who is the image and likeness of his Creator (Gen. i. 26-27) receives
with his life and its freedom, the capacity to perceive that his life
i-; not his own , and is thence warned that, if he ascribes his life to
h irnself , according to the outward appearance, he will produce evi},
while still retaining the freedom of his love, and consequently die
spiritually (Gen. ii. 16-17), although, on accoun.t of his bei~g a.n
image and likeness of the Lord, and of thus having a degree In hIS
life above his consciousness (Ii.II. 39), he cannot cease to exist, or
die absolutely, nor, from the nature of the case, can he ever lose the
delight of his love although it 111ay become selfish. And we now
see, therefore, the origin of his [reedom of choice between good and
evil, and whv his life rnust remain what it becomes, according to
his choice, since his choice is perfectly free, and is preserved in every
man perfectly free by the Lord alone, who maintains inviolate tJ:e
cquilibriurn into which he was created (/1. II. 597-6(3), and does this
through the work of Redemption (T.e.I? I IS), because the subjuga
tion of the hells, and the bringing of the heavens into order, is
exactly the same thing as the preservation of the equilibriurn between
heaven and hell (H.H. 592). Hence then. we now fully see the vital
importance, and exact meaning of having, spiritually, as well as
naturally set before us, a blessing and a curse, and of our being
required to exercise a free choice.

And, therefore, we 111ay now proceed to the consideration of the
last section, which, according to the correspondences, as we have
already seen, plainly describes a certain and perpetual state of the
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heavenly life. '}'hat is, man will ne\'c~ forget that of himself he .:is
nothing but evil, and that all good IS from the Lo~d. I-Ie \\ 111
remember, too, that it is good from the Lord. which produces
heavenly joy, happiness and peace; and also that evil ~lone pr?duc~~
aversion from the Lord, and consequently the ppposite of \\ hat IS

joyous, happy and peaceful. Now we naturally wish to understand
how this is; for otherwise it may be thought that the 111enlOrr of
evil will certainly mar our heavenly happiness, and that espeCially
will the thought, that of ourselves we are nothinl? but evil do tl~is.

It is necessary, therefore, to consider we-ll what IS meant by being
of ourselves nothing but evil. I t cannot surely be n:eant absolut~ly,

that an angel of heaven, or a good !'nan upon ~arth I~ not any thing
but evil, For an angel of heaven, In reality, IS nothln.g but ~ form
of good and truth from the Lord, both by \:irtu~ of !l1S crea~lon. by
the Lord as a human being, with something In his constitution,
which can never be vitiated by evil (H.H. 39, ]>.L. IV. 432), and also
from the fact that he has been redeemed and regenerated by the
Lord, and what the Lord has produced and continually produ.ces,
is nothing but good. An angel, therefo~~, may be correctly described
as nothing but good from the Lo!d, POSI tively ; and a ~ood man .upon
earth may also be so described, slnc: the human race !s the seminary
of heaven, and good from the Lord In every regenerating man makes
heaven (H.H. 14-16). And this being so,. it cannot .b.c said of an)"
angel, or of any man, or even of any Infernal spirit. that he IS

nothing but evil. And this position of the human being- ought to
be well understood, and realized, before we can property comprehend,
that man, OF HIMSELF, is nothing but evil. For when it is under
stood that, so far as anv person is a Divine work, hc must he
nothing but good, then it ,viII clearly be perceived that so far as any
person imagines or conceives that, of and [rom himself, he is good,
he will reallv be evil, because it is the verv thought in a 111an that
he has good; or love, or life in himself', independently of the Lord,
that produces evil. And thus we see, that the acknowledgement of
an angel or a good man that of himself he is nothing but evil, is
inevitable, and can never be separated [rom him. And these
thoughts, therefore, are sufficient as a reflection on the wonderful
particulars, in the internal sense of our last section for the present,
especially as that sense shows thn t the ultimate truth from good
signified by Gerizirn, properly distinguishes between what is good,
and what is evil, and thus between w ha t is true and what is false;
and also that where the sun of selfish love has gOIH' down in a
man, then be/lind. or after that experience the rr-nun rlu-rcd evil and
error are quiescent, and good and truth alone prevail.
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'[HE CONTENTS OF EACH \TERSE

St')I~IARY OF THE SPIRITUAL SE~SE

CHf\l)~rER XII

I. 'The whole chapter is descriptive of the laws of Divine Order in
relation to the worship of the Lord, and the appropriation or realiza
tion of good thereby, in heaven and the church, ver. I.

2. In the first place, however, evils and falsities are to be removed
by temptations and victories, verso 2-3.

]. Secondly, the Lord can only be truly worshipped from pure good,
or in other words from love to God and man in its integrity, verso
4- 14; Yi-I<); and 26-28.

4. Thirdly that nevertheless man may freely appropriate good. and
also freely worship the Lord as if from himself in external states
and in the external church, verso 15-16 and 20-2 5.

5. And lastly a caution is given lest man, having overcome evil by
the power of the Lord, should again be Jed astray by falsities from
evil, verso 30-32.

6. And all the worship of
the Lord must be, in general,
the sincere acknowledgment
of Him from celestial and
spiritual love; and in particu
lar from remains; from the
activity of the internal affec
tions in their power ; Irorn
external affections of truth and
good; Irorn self-compulsion
and freedom; and frorn every
incipient g-ood affection natural
and spiritual grounded in inno
cence.

5. And therefore the love of
truth and the love of good de
rived from Divine Good con
joined to Divine Truth, and
disting-uished from the merely
natural affections by having a
heavenly quality, and forming
a dwelling for the Lord with
man, are to be diligently cul
tivated both in the intellect and
in the affections.

act of worship, in every form
of doctrine, and in every per
ception, shall be proved to be
inconsistent, because they arc
from selfish love and worldly
love, and therefore they have
an infernal quality, and must
be entirely removed from the
heavenly state.

4. But on the other hand the
worship of the Lord shall not
be destroyed either as to its
essence or as to its form.

6. And thither ve shall
bring your burnt offerings,
and your sacrifices, and
your tithes, and the heave
offering of your hand, and
your VO\\,s, and your freewill
offerings, and the firstlings
of your herd and of your
flock:

s. But unto the place
which the LORD your God
shall choose out of all your
tribes to put his name there,
even unto his habitation
shall ye seek, and thither
thou shalt come:

4. Ye shall not do so unto
the LORD your God.

in pieces their pillars, and
burn their Asherim with
fire; and ye shall hew down
the graven images of their
gods; and ye shall destroy
their name out of that place.

J. And the following are the
truths, external and internal
according to which the man of
the church in heaven and upon
earth shall act; for heaven and
the church are from the Lord
by Divine Good and Divine
Truth to eternity ; and man
is regenerated, during the
natural life bv means of the
truths of h~aven and the
church.

I. These are the statutes
and the judgements, which
ve shall observe to do in the
"land which the LORD, the
God of thy fathers, hath
given thee to possess it, all
the days that ye live upon
the earth.

2. Y e shall surely destroy
all the places, wherein the
nations which ye shall pos
sess served their gods, upon
the high mountains, and
upon the hills, and under
every green tree:

.1. And ve shall break
down thei r 9altars, and dash

Ij6

2. And first, it is necessarv
that evil should be overcome
and obliterated not only from
the heart, btl t from the ~ under
standing, and from the
memory.

J. And falsities correspond
ing- with those evils in every

-;. And there ve shall eat
before the L.oRD your God,
and ye shall rejoice in all
that ye put your hand unto,
ye and your households,
wherein the L,ORD thy God
hath blessed thee.

7. And it is the function of
celestial good and celestial
truth conjoined to minister, by
good appropriated, in all wor
ship, and in everything celes
tial which is perceived by the
inferior heavens, and wherebv
conjunction between the I..ord
and the spiritual man IS

effected.
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8. Ye shall not do after
all the things that we do
here tltis day, every man
whatsoever is right in his
owh eyes:

9. For ye are not as yet
come to the rest and to the

I inheritance, which the LORD
thy God giveth thee.

10. 13ut when ye go oyer
Jordan, and dwell in the
land which the LORD your
God causeth you to inherit,
and he giveth you rest from
all your enemies round
about, so that ye dwell in
safety;

I I. Then it shall COBle to

pass that the place which the
LORD your God shall choose
to cause his name to dwell
there, thither shall ye bring
all that I command you;
your burnt otTerings, and
your sacrifices, your tithes,
and the heave offering of
your hand, and all your
choice VO\YS which ye oJVO\V

unto the LORD:

J 2. And ye shall rejoice
before the LORD your God,

8. Nor shall the man of the
church, in the heavenly state,
act according to the merely
natural affections, as in his
state of imperfection, nor
according to the conclusions
of the merely natural under
standing.

9. And his worship even in
a state somewhat advanced, is
necessarily defective, since as
yet, he has not reached the
celestial state of his life, and
the realization of that life in
externals and internals con
joined, which is the gift of the
Lord.

10. But when he has been
introduced, through a full
course of instruction and reli
gious experience, into the truly
heavenly state, which is the
gift of the Lord, by these
means; and when he enjoys a
state of peace and freedom
f rom temptation in all fulness,
so that he is secure,

I I. Then it will happen that
his worship of the Lord shall
be from pure love, and from
truth which is the expression
of pure love; and the Lord
shall be acknowledg-ed as the
source of all true worship, from
every celestial affection, Irorn
every spiritual affection, from
remains, from the vivification
of the inmost where is the con
junction of good with truth,
manifested in ultimates in
power : and in short from
every act of worship as to the
understanding and will con
joined which is in freedom.

12. Arid thus pure heavenly
joy shall fill the whole mind

ye, and your sons, and your
daughters, and your men
servants, and your maid
servants, and the Levite that
is within your gates, foras
much as he hath no portion
nor inheritance with you.

13. Take heed to thvself
that thou offer not thy burnt
offerings in every place that
thou seest:

14. But in the place which
the LORD shall choose in one
of thy tribes, there thou
shalt offer thy' burnt offer
ings, and there thou shalt do
all that I command thee.

IS. Notwithstanding thou
mavest kill and eat flesh
\\'ithin all thy gates, aft~i- all
the desire of th v soul,
according to the blessing of
the LORI) thy God which he
hath g iven thee: the un
clean and the clean rna v eat
thereof, as of t he gazelle,
and as of the hart.

16. Only yc shall not eat
the blood; thou shalt pour it
out upon the earth as water.

from the Lord, in the ruling
love; in the understanding; in
the affections of truth; in
natural truths and natural
affections ; and through holy
charity in every outward
action, since charity claims
nothing as of self, either in
thought or feeling.

13. And therefore care is to
be especially taken, lest any
worship of the Lord from love
celestial should be tainted with
selfishness.

14. For, in the universal
sense, all worship must be ac
knowledged to be from the
Lord in love alone, as it is
expressed in its corrcsponding
truths, and in actions in per
fect agreernent with such love
and truths.

15. And yet the man of the
church, in his perfect state,
shall have power deliberately
to appropriate external good,
according to ultimate truths
and ultimate natural affec
tions, on account of his con
junction with the Lord, en
tirely as from hirnself ; for in
externals there appears to be
no distinction, so to speak, be
tween what is of self and wha t
is from the Lord, as for cx
ample, In natural delights
exterior and interior.

16. But still a most accurate
distinction is to be made be
tween what is holv and what is
profane, for the~ conjunctio~
of the internal with the ex
ternal man is effected by what
is holy; or by the influx of in
terior truths into the truths of
the natural man,
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17. Thou may-est not eat
within thy gates the tithe of
thy corn, or of thy wine, or
of thine oil, or the firstlings
of tliy herd or of thy flock,
nor any of thy VO\VS which
thou vowest, nor thy freewill
offerings, nor the heave
olTering of thine hand:

18. But thou shalt eat
them before the I-JoRD thy
God in the place which the
LORD thy God shall choose,
thou, and thy SOil, and thy
daughter, and th v man
servant, and thy ~aidser
vant, and the Levite that is
within thy gates: and thou
shalt rejoice before the LORD
thy God in all that thou put
test thine hand unto.

19. Take heed to thyself
that thou forsake not the
Levite as long as thou livest
upon thy land.

20. "Then the L,ORD thy
God shall enlarge thy bor
der, as he hath promised
th.ce, and thou shalt sa}r, I
\vIII eat flesh, because thy
soul desireth to eat flesh II

thou rnayest eat flesh, afte;
all the desire of thy soul.

21. If the place which the
LORD thy God shall choose
to put his name there be too

17. And therefore remains
of natural good, of spiritual
good, and of celestial good,
with the interior truths of good
natural and spiritual, as well
as every sacred desire, every
act of freedom, and all the
activity of spiritual life, are
not, and cannot be appro
priated by the external man
alone.

18. But they must be ap
propriated by the internal man
when they are received from
the Lord, in a state of interior
holiness, and this for the
benefit not only of the internal
man as to understanding and
will, but also of the external
man, and indeed of every prin
ciple of good conjoined with
truth in ultimates; and hence
all heavenly joy is from the
Lord in every faculty with
power,

Ig. And therefore care must
be taken that the truth shall
not be separated from good,
nor the external man from the
internal, in every state of the
heavenly life.

20. But whereas the exter
nal church .is distinguished
Irorn the internal, according
to the laws of Divine- Order
as derived from the Divine
Love and Mercy, and the man
of th~t church desires to ap
propriate external good, and
makes the effort to do so, ex
ternal good nl:lY be appropri
ated according to the state of
the internal.

2 I. And if the state of the
internal church, or the internal
man, is remote from the e xter-

far from thee, then thou
shalt kill of thy herd and of
thy flock, which the LORD
hath given thee, as I have
commanded thee, and thou
shalt eat within thy gates,
after all the desire of thy
soul.

22. Even as the gazelle
and as the hart is eaten, so
thou shalt eat thereof: the
unclean and the clean shall
eat thereof alike.

23. Only be sure that
thou eat not the blood: for
the blood is the life; and
thou shalt not eat the life
with the flesh.

24. Thou shalt not eat it:
thou shalt pour it out upon
the earth as water,

25. Thou shalt not eat it:
that it may go well with
thee, and with thy children
after thee, when thou shalt
do that which is right in the
eyes of the I__ ORD.

2.6. On ly thy holy things
which thou hast, and th v
Vo\VS, thou shalt take, and
go unto the place which the
IJOI~D shall choose: .

na l, then the natural affec
tions, as to outward and in
ward things, shall be prepared,
according to influx from the
Lord through the internal, and
thus good shall be appropri
ated in the external, according
to the state of the internal.

22. And even as merely
natural delight exterior and
interior seem to be appro
priated by man of himself so
shall spiritual-na tural good
and truth be appropriated,
even in states of apparent im
purity and purity alike.

23. Only a man may not
profane holy truth by claiming
it as self-derived, because this
spiritual truth is from good,
and is the expression thereof;
and what is from the Lord
may not be commingled with
what is man's own, .or with
the proprium.

24. And it is impossible for
man to appropriate life as his
O\VO; but he may receive it
Irorn the Lord in the truths
of the external man.

25· Arid therefore also the
external man must not claim
life to himself as his own, but
must receive it from the Lord
and ascribe it to Him, in order
that he may really enjoy it,
and communicate it to subor
dinate principles, when he is
obedient to the laws of Divine
Order.

26. j\nd thus the man of
the external church must also
ackriowlerlj-e that all holy
truth and every sacred desire
for Rood, are from the Lord
by the I nternal ;
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27. And thou shalt offer
thy burnt offerings, the flesh
and the blood, upon the
altar of the LORD thy God:
and .the blood of thy sacri
fices shall be poured out
upon the altar of the LORD
thy God, and thou shalt eat
the flesh.

27. And must ascribe unto
the Lord in worship every ex
ternal and every internal good
and truth; and th us there shall
be the conjunction of the ex
ternal man with the internal;
and good shall be appropri
ated as if it were man's own.

32. What thing soever I
command you, that shall ye
observe to do: thou shal t
not add thereto, nor
dirnin ish from it.

32. But the spiritual I11an
acts entirely from truths,
which are [rom the Lord; nor
is it possible to add anything
to the truth or to take any
thing from it.

28. Observe and hear all
these words which I COITI

Bland thee, that it 111ay go
well with thee, and with thy
children after thee for ever,
when thou doest that which
is good and right in the eyes
of the LORD thy God.

29. When the LORD thy
God shall cut off the nations
from before thee, whither
thou goest in to possess
them, and thou possessest
them, and dwellest in their
land;

..10. "rake heed to th vself
that thou be not ensnared to
follow them, after that they
be destroyed from before
thee; and that thou inquire
not after their gods, saying,
I-Io\\" do these nations serve
their gods? even so w ill I
do likewise,

3 1 • Thou shalt not do so
unto the L.ORI) thy God: for
every abomination to the
L,ORD, which he hateth, have
they done unto their gods;
for even their sons and' their
daughters do they burn in
the fire to their gods.

28. And let, therefore, the
man of the church diligently
observe all these distinctions
so that his life may be per
fected as to superior things
and as to things thence de
rived perpetually t when he is
obedient both in will and
understanding- according to
the laws of Divine Order.

29· And further when, in
the course of regeneration
evils shall be subdued by th~
power of the Lord with the
man of the Spiritual Church
in his efforts to attain to the
heavenly sta tc, and he realizes
some good and is established
in that good,

30. Let him take heed lest
he be enticed by the delusions
of falsities from evils even in
spite of former victories so
t.hat thus he nlay become de
lIghted with falsities from evil
also imagining that such falsi:
ties are truths, and that there
fore he may practise them.

3I. For indeed, falsities can
not be associated with good
conjoined with truth from the
Lord because falsities are from
a~onlinable e:rils; ~vhi¢ the
wicked practise without re
straint; and every truth and
every good affection with them
is consumed by selfish love.

){ EFERENCES AND NOTES

I. u'rhese are the statutes and the judgements," denotes that the
following are the truths external and internal, 8357; "\\'hich ye shall
observe to do," denotes according to which the man of the church
in heaven and upon earth shall act, 3382, 5755; "in the land which
the Lord the God of thy fathers hath given thee to possess it." denotes
that heaven and the church are from the Lord by Divine Good and
Divine Truth to eternity, 200 I, 3i03 1 3

, 8899, 3654, 2658; and "all
the days that ye live upon the earth," denotes that man is regenerated
during the natural life, by means of the truths of heaven and the
church, 93 1 , 2<)0, 8<)5-

2. U Ye shall surely destroy all the places, wherein the nations
which ye shall possess served their gods," denotes that it is necessary,
first, that ('viI. should be overcome and obliterated, 3654, 10510, 125Q,
2658, S~73, ~~67; and U upon the high mountains, and upon tlif~
hills, and under e\'ery green tree," denotes not only from the heart,
b...ut Irorn the underst.mdinjl, and from the memory, i59, 769 1 , 7692.
11 rom these references we may observe that affections of some kind
are necessary in all worsb ip whether it be true or false; and also
that what is green and is called the sensitive of truth, denotes the
ultimate evil affections which are to be overcome and obliterated
by the spiritual man. And it is said obliterated, because in him,
at last, they become quiescent, or as if they were not still in the
memory, Sec vr-rs. 29-30 of the last chapter.

3: Ii :"\nd ye shall brea~ do\\'n. thei~ altars, and dash in pieces
their pillars. and burn their Asherim with fire," denotes that falsities
corresponding with those evils in every act of worship, in every
forn~ of doctrine, and in every perception, shall be proved to be in
cons istent , because they are from selfish love and worldly love,
.10643, 10644, .3727, 9055, q34; and "ye shall hew down the graven
images of their gods; and ye shall destroy their name out of that
place," denotes that therefore thev have an infernal quality and
must bc entirely removed from the "heavenly state, 8941. 8869, '886;,>
10510 , 145, 2625.

4. "\~e shall not do so unto the Lord your God," denotes that Oil..

the other hand, the wor-ship of the Lord shall not be destroyed
either as to its essence or as to its fonn, 5755, 2001, 242 9, 4574.

5. "But unto the place which the Lord your God shall choose out
of all your tribes to put his n3111e there, even unto his habitation sh al]
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ye seek. and thither r thou shalt come," denotes that, therefore, the
love of truth and the love of good, derived fro In Divine Good con
joined to Divine Truth, and distinguished from the merely natural
affections by having a heavenly quality, and forming a dwell'ing' place
for the Lord with man, are to be diligently cultivated both in the
intellect and in the affections, 2625, 2001, 3900", 3877, 826g, A.H. 429,
1853.

6. 64 And thither ye shall bring your burnt offerings, and your
sacrifices," denotes that all the worship of the Lord must be, in
general, the sincere acknowledgment of Him from celestial and
spiritual love, 5947, 922-3; U and your tithes and the heave offerings
of your hand," denotes from remains, and from the activity of the
internal affections in their po\ver, 576, 10092-3, 8iS; U and your
vows, and your freewill offerings," denotes from external affections
of truth and good, 38809, 10097; and" the firstlings of your herd and
of your flock," denotes from every incipient good affection natural
and spiritual grounded in innocence, 3519, 6126, 2180.

7. U And there ye shall eat before the Lord your God," denotes
that it is the function of celestial good and celestial truth conjoined
to minister by good appropriated in all worship, 2187, 2001; "and
ye shall rejoice in all that ye put your hand unto, ye and your house
holds," denotes in everything celestial which is perceived by the
inferior heavens, 47213, 878, 3654, 3128, 8890; and U wherein the
Lord thy God hath blessed thee," denotes whereby conjunction
between the Lord and the spiritual man is effected, 2001, 3514.

8. U Ye shall not do after all the things which we do here this
day, every man whatsoever is right in his own eyes," denotes that
the man of the church shall not, in the heavenly state, act according
to the merely natural affections, as in his state of imperfection, nor
according to the conclusions of the merely natural understanding,
5755, 2838 , 429, 2403·

. 9. "For ye are not as yet come to the rest and the inheritance
which the Lord thy God giveth thee," denotes that his worship, even
in a state somewhat advanced, is necessarily defective, since, as yet,
he has not reached the celestial state of his life, and the realization
of that life in Externals and Internals conjoined which is the gift
of the Lord, 3654, 1853,851,2658,2001,8899.

10. "But when ye go over Jordan, and dwell in the land which
the Lord your God causeth yOll to inherit, and he giveth you rest
from all your cnemles round about, so that yc dwell in safety,"
denotes when he has been introduced through a full course of
instruction, and religious experience, into the truly heavenly state,
which is the gift of the Lord by these rncans ; and when he enjoys
a state of peace and freedom Irorn ternptntion, in alt fulness so that
he is secure, 1585, 1293,3705,2001, 26S8, &~99, 85 1 , 2RSI, 2973, 10,160.

11. 4& Then it shall come to pass that the place which t hr- Lord
}rour God shall choose to cause his name to dwell thorc ," denotes
that then it will happen that his worship of the Lord shall he from
pure love, and frorn truth which is the expression of pure love, 49i9,
2625, 2001, 3900", 3877; and" thither shall ye bring all that I com
Bland you; your burnt offerings, and your sacrifices, your tithes, and
the heave offerings of your hand, and all your choice VO\\"s which ye
VO\V unto the Lord," denotes that the Lord shall be acknowledged
as the source of al! true worship, from every celestial affection, from

CHAPTER xu

every spiritual affection, from remains, [rom the vivification of the
inmost, where is the conjunction of good with truth, manifested in
ultimates with power ; and, in short, from every act of worship, as
to the understanding and will conjoined which is in freedom, vcr. 6.

12. ".And ye shall rejoice before the Lord your God, ye, and your
sons, and your daughters, and your menservants, and your maid
servants, and the Levite that is within your gates, forasmuch as he
hath no portion nor inheritance with you," denotes that thus pure
heavenly joy shall fill the whole mind from the Lord in the r ulinj;
love, in the understanding, in the affections of truth, in natural
truths and natural affections; and through holy charity in every
outward action, since charity claims nothing as of self, either in
thought or feeling, 4i2 13 , 2001, 3654, 8890, 3875'., 2324, 4397, 2658,
Num. xviii, 20-23.

13. "Take heed to thyself that thou offer not thy burnt offerings
in every place that thou seest," denotes, that care is to be especially
taken, lest any worship of the Lord from love celestial should be
tainted with selfishness, chap. iv, 15, 922-3, 2625, 2148, 2 IS0. By
the U place which thou seest " is denoted a sta te of selfishness, because
it is set in opposition to U the place which the Lord chooses."

14- "But in the place which the Lord shall choose in one of thy
tribes, there thou shalt offer thy burnt offerings, and there thou
shalt do all that I command thee," denotes that, in the universal
sense, all worship must be acknowledged to be from the Lord in
love alone, as it is expressed in its corresponding truths, and in
actions in perfect agreement with such Jove and truths, 2625, 2001,

39()(Y', 38i i , 922-3, 5755, 5486 , 3654.

15. U Notwithstanding thou rnaye st kill and eat flesh within all
thy gates, after all the dgsire of thy sO~11, accordiup to the blessing
of the Lord thy God which he hath given thee," denotes that yet
the man of the church, in his perfect state, shall have power deliber
ately to appropriate external good, according to ult ima t e truths and
ultimate natural affections, on account of his conjunction with the
Lord, entirely as from himself, 10024, 21S7, i8o, 232 4, 3186, 5 147:\,

35 14, 2001, 8899; and U the unclean and the clean rnay eat thereof,
as of the gazelle, and as of the hart," denotes that in Externals, there
appears to be no distinction, so to speak, between what is of self
and what is from the Lord, as for example, in natural d r-lights
exterior and interior, 4545, 10130, 2187, 6413, 2165. But it is said
"exterior and interior," on considering carefully the series of the in
ternal sense in I j'.ings iv. 23.

16. U Only vc shall not eat the blood; thou shalt pour it out upon
the earth as water," denotes that still a most accurate distinction
is t? be. Blade between what is holy and what is profane; for th«
conjunction of the internal with the ex tr-rrinl man is ('fff'ctf'd by whnt
is holy; or by the influx of intcr ior truths into t lu: truths' of the
natural man, 2187, 1003, 3i28, 173J, 2j02.

17- "T'ho.u mayest no.t eat. wirhin th;" g:~tcs tl1(\ tithe of thy corn,
or of thy w me , or of thine oIL or the first lings of thy herd or of thy
flock, nor any of thy vows which thou vowest , nor thv freewill ofTer
ings, nor the heave offerings of thy hand," denotes that therefore
remains of natural g-ood, of ~piritual -g-ood, and of celestial good, with
the interior truths of good natural and spiritual, as well as everv sacred
desire, every act of freedom, and all the activity of spiritual Iife, are
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not and cannot be appropria ted by the external man alone, 218j,
2324, 576, 3580, 5 117, 886, 3519, 6126, 2180, 3880 9, 10097, 10092-3,

878.

18. "But t hou shalt eat them before the Lord thy God, in the
place that the Lord thy God shall choose," denotes that ~hey must
be aPP4Ppr}atf:d by the il!tern~l 11lal~ where t~ey are r~cel~ed~ rro~l~
the Lord III ;1 state of mterior holiness, 218" 2001, .... 62.), ..)900 ,

"thou and thv son and thy daughter, and thy manservant, and
thy In~lidservarit, and the Levite that is within thy gates," den~tes
for the benefit not only of the internal man .as to the underst~nd!ng
and will, but also of the external man, and Indeed of every principle
of good conjoined wit h truth in ultimates, 3654, 8~0, 3875 1

, 232 4 ;
"and thou shalt rejoice before the Lord thy God In all. th~t thou
puttest thine hand unto," denotes that hence all heavenly JOy IS from
the Lord in every faculty with power, 47213, 2001, 878.

Ig. "Take heed to thyself that thou forsake not the Levite, as
long as thou livest upon thy land," denotes that therefore care must
be taken that the truth shall not be separated from good, nor !he
external man Irorn the internal in every state of the heavenly life,
chap. iv. J5, 3654, 58 12, 38754, 487, 2g0, 90.

20. "\Vhen the Lord thy God shall enlarge thy border, as. he .h~th

promised thee," denotes that whereas the external chur~h. IS distin
guished from the internal, according to the laws of DIVine ~ Order
as derived from the Divine Love and Mercv, 2001, 10675, 4000 end,
8443-4; "and thou shalt say, I will eat flesh -because thy soul desi\eth
to eat flesh," denotes that the man of the external church desires
to appropriate external good, and makes the effort to do so, 4060
end, 28J7, 780, 3186, 51.1-7 3 ; and" thou mayest eat flesh after al~ the
desire of thy soul," denotes that external good may be appropriated
according to the state of the internal, 218 7, 780, 5 1473

, 3 186.

2 I. "I f the place which the Lord thy God shall choose be too far
from thee," denotes that if the state of the internal church, or the
in tr-rna l 111:111 is remote from the external, 2625, 2001, 39004, 6602;
H thou shalt kill of thy herd and of thy flock which the Lord hath
given thee, as I have commanded thee," denotes that then the natural
affections as to outward and inward things, shall be prepared
according to influx from the Lord through the internal, 10024, 6126,

2001, SRY9, 7010, 5486, 3654; and "thou shalt eat within thy gates
after all the desire of thy soul," denotes that thus good shall be
appropriated in the External, according to the state of the Internal,
2187, 232 4, 5 1473

, 3 186.

22. H Even as the gnzclk- and the hart is eaten, so thou shalt cat
thereof;" denotes that even as merely natural delight exterior and
in terior , scern to bt' appropriated by 111an of h imseIf, so shall
spiritun l-nnturnl ~ood and truth be appropriated, ver. 15, 2187, ver ,
21 ; and" the unclean and the clean shall eat thereof alike," denotes
in states of apparent impurity and purity alike, 10130 , 4545.

23. "()nly be sure that thou eat not the blood," denotes that a
man Illay not profane holy truth by claiming it as self-derived, 2 I~i,
100:1; and" for the blood is the life; and thou shalt not eat the lift'

.\vith the flesh," denotes that this spiritual truth is from good and
is the expression thereof; and what is from the Lord may not be
commingled with what is marr's own, or with the propriurn, 1001,

.2 lSi, 780.

24. "Thou shalt not eat it; thou shalt pour it out upon tl~e ea~th
as water," denotes that it is impossible for man to approprrate life
as his own : but he may receive it from the Lord in the truths of
the natural man, 2187, 1003, 3728, 1733, 270 2 •

25. H 'Thou shalt not eat it; that it 11l~Y ~o wi-Il \\'itl~ th~(', .aJlJ~
with thy children after thee, when thou shalt do that which IS nght
in the eyes of the Lord," denotes that therefore also the external
man must not claim life to himself as his own, but BlUSt receive it
from the Lord, and ascribe it to Him, in order that he Illay really
enjoy it, and cornrnunicn te it to subordinate principlcs , when he is
obedient to the laws of Divine Order, 2187, 4258, 59 12 , 5755, 8361.

26. "Only thy holv things which thou hast, and thy vows, thou
shalt take, and go unto the place which the Lord shall choose,'"
denotes that thus the man of the external church must also acknow
ledge that all holy truth, and every sacred desire for good, arc from
the Lord by the Internal, verse 6, 2625, 2001, 3<)004.

27. ",And thou shalt offer thy burnt ofTerings, the flesh and the
blood, upon the altar of the Lord thy God," denotes that man must
ascribe unto the I..ord in worship every external and every internal
good and truth, 9293, 922-3, 780, 1003, 454J, 200}; and "the blood
of thy sacrifices shall be poured out upon the altar of the Lord thy
God, and thou shalt eat the flesh," denotes that thus there shall be
the conjunction of the external man with the internal, and good
shall be appropriated as if it were man's own, 1003, 922-3, 3728,
454 1 , 2001, 2187, 780.

28. "Observe and hr-ar all these words which I command thcr-,
that it may go well with thee and with thy children after thee for
ever, when thou doest that which is good and right in the eyes of the
Lord thy God," denotes that the man of the church must dili~('ntly
observe all these disfinctibns, so that his life nlay be perfected as
to superior things, and as to things thence derived perpetually, when
he is obedient both in will and understanding, according to the laws
of Divi ne Order, 3382, 2542, J 288, 70 10, 5486, 4258, 59 12, 5755,
8361.

29· "\Vhen the Lord thy God shall cut off the nations frorn before
thee, whither thou goest in to possess them, and thou possessest
them, and dwellest in their land," denotes that when, in the course
of regeneration evil shall be subdued by the power of the Lord with
the man of the Spiritual Church, in his efforts to attain to the
heavenly state, and he realizes SOTnc good, and is established in that
good, 2001,5302, 1259 , ~)OJ, 2658 , 1293,3705.

30. "Take heed to thyself that thou be not ensnared to Follow
them after that they be destroyed fr om before thee," denotes th:lt
he must take heed lest he be cnt icr-d bv the delusions of Ia lsit ir-s
from evils even in spite of Iorrner victories, chap. iv. J5, 934X,
3 19 J , 2395; and" that thou enquire not after their gods, saying,
How do these nations serve their g-ods? even so will I do likewise, ,.
denotes so that thus he may become delighted with falsities from
evils, also, imagining that such falsities are truths, and that there
fore he may practise them, 2&)3, 886 7 , 1822, J295, 8873, 36S-J, 5755.

31. "Thou shalt not do so unto the Lord thy God," denotes that
indeed falsities cannot be associated with good conjoined with truth

from the Lord, J6S4, 5i55. 2001 ; "for every abomination to the Lord,
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which he hateth, have they done unto their gods," denotes because
falsities are from abominable evils, which the wicked practise without
restraint, 7454, 5755, 3605, 8867 ; and" for even their sons and their
daughters do they burn in the fire to their gods," denotes that every
truth and every good affection, wit h them, is consumed by selfish
love, 489, 9055, 934, 886 7.

32 • 44 Whatsoever things I command you, that shall ye observe
to do; thou shalt not add thereto nor diminish from it," denotes that
the spiritual man acts entirely from truths which are from the Lord;
nor is it possible to add anything to the truth nor diminish from it,
iOIO, 5486, 3382, 5i5S, chap. iv. 2.

Three points are involved in the first section of this chapter,
namely, that the Word of the Lord both as to its external and internal
teaching, signified by statutes and judgments, is the law of life in
heaven as well as upon earth; that the heavenly life is given to
man by the Lord; and that a new will is formed in the understanding
of the spiritual man in order that he nlay be regenerated during his.
probationary state in the natural world, And in reflecting on the
first of these it will be well to remember that, in heaven, as well
as during regeneration upon earth, everyone will be required to act
from liberty and reason, and this in a greater degree of perfection
than he could possibly do before. And for this reason the \Vord
will still be essential as an authority, and as a continual guide in
the work of life. But from this, it is not to be inferred that the
angelic state of liberty and reason will involve a choice between
good and evil, and the consequent temptations thence resulting,
such as was the case in the earthly li Ie, because now the ruling love
is determined and fixed (I-I.l1. 480), and there cannot be in heaven,
an active propensity to do "Tong, or any necessity to distinguish
between truth and falsity. For heaven is the conjunction of good
with truth in man, and hell is the conjunction of evil with falsity,
and therefore it is impossible for an infernal to be in truths, or (or
an angel to be in falsities (H.H. 425). Again, although it is true
that the ruling delight of an angel cannot be changed to eternity,
yet it is equally true that there are changes of state with him to
eternity, and also that he is in the continual reception of his life
from the Lord to eternity, that is, heaven is a continual gift of the
Lord, and is acknowledged to be so. And indeed, the consciousness
of this with the angels, must contribute very much to angelic happi
ness. For angels have conjunction with the Lord by love, and this
conjunction is intensified in them by the continual progress they make
in intelligence and wisdom and in the continual capacity they have
to be Blade more and more perfectly forms of their specific use or
function. And thus it follows (hat there is a continual freshness in
advancing life with the angels, and thence a stronger influence Irorn
the Lord throuqh thorn, with those who are in course of their
regeneration on earth. But it is here, however to be well observed
that th!~ original expression is not earth, in this case, but ground.
al~d this .because now the extern?1 man is so perfectly conjoined
with the internal as to co-operate 111 all Iulness with the internal as
far as the angels are concerned, while, at the same time, there is
with the man of the church a stronger new will of goods, and con
sequently as it follows a stronger resistance to evil.

For, in its application to angelic life, the second section cannot
111e?n spi.ritual conflict; but yet it 1l1ay describe that continual purifi
~atlon ,vl~h angels, \vhich. 1l1::kes them ever more increasingly pure
In heart, In thought, and In life, And truly, a careful consideration

of what is said here, ('\OCI1 regarding it ns describing a st a te of the
regeneration of man, will show that it is something which is to
follow as the result of con tlict and victory, so that the slightest
remains of fanner evil states may be entirely removed. But the
instructions here given have also their lesson for the regenerating
man at al! times, since they involve positive directions, not to allow
any state of evil thought to linger in the mind. For even after the
rejection of such evils, there is still, w it h us all, during our proba
tionary state, a recurrence of the thought of it due to influx from
the hells; and it is just when such influx takes place, that we are
warned to resist it. And besides, we have to remember here, that
there could not be anv such influxes with us, if the evil we now
abhor, and which we ·have rejected, had not still some remains of
life. And we may depend upon it that it is our duty, and our
privilege as Christians, to obey the spiritual teaching here set before
us so emphatically in the correspondential language of the holy
\V'ord. But the work before us is not so easy as it seems. The
enemy returns to the attack again and again. And we have indeed
very good reason continually to watch and pray that we may not
enter into temptation. The idolatry denounced in the literal sense
is bad enough; but the \\"orship· of ourselves and the pleasures
of the world is far worse. And since no man can serve t \\°0 Blasters,
it is really an absolute necessity that evil and error in its various
forms should be Iullv banished from our lives. And this can be
done only by our dete~mjned perscvcrance, even after we have fought
and won the battle, in resisting the devil so that he may flee from
us; and we know that the evil spirit w ill not do this so Ioru; as
the smallest remains of any selfish affection is alive in us. 'This
then is what the destruction of the altars on the mountains. on the
hills, and under every green tree really means. And with the evils
themselves, the false doctrines which support them, as denoted by
pillars, and Asherim, and. graven images, must also be fullv rejected.
I t is true, however. that while only six things are mentioned, they
really represent a great variety of foolish imaginations and vain
thoughts that continuallv assail us.

And now the third section presents us with the other aspect of
the perfect heavenly life, and of the manner in which that life is
to. be acquired. And first, there is the negative prohibition, and this
evidently bec.ause of man Is natural tendency to destroy good and
truth respectively denoted by Lord and God. For if anyone were
left for a single 1l10IlH'nt without Divine protection, it is a fact that
he would, from this natural tendcncv, be lost. But of course, there
is constant protection. on account of the continual, and attractive
power of the Lord's Jove. And this is expressed in the "'('II-kno""11
declaration, "And I. if I he lifted up from the earth, will draw all
?"len unto myself" (John xii. 32). 'That is to say, according to the
!ntt"rnal sense, on account of the RJorification of the Lord's II urnan
In the world, the whole human race is drawn unto Him, so that no
man hereafter can be without the opportunity of bf'ing saved. And
secondly there are the positive injunctions, the whole of which in
volv~, in the literal sense, that in the representative of a church, one
particular place only was set apart for Divine worship, And then"
were, no doubt, good natural reasons w hv this exclusive command
was gi~en to the Israelites. It was to be the means of uniting
the nation, so that it nlight feel itself one nation devoted to the
ser.vice of the Lord, as the OIlC Jehovah, and might thus be distin
f!ulshed from other nations. But when we rise above the litern!
sense and consider the character of the Lord as the omnipresent God,
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then we recognise that the!<e .is no p}ace in th~ ~\'id(~ universe in which
I-Ie C:HlI10t.be tr.u!y worshipped.. Ii or the DIvine IS above all space,
and IS entirely Independent of t1111c; and so also are the love the
intelligence, and thence worship of man. \Ve desire to know, there
fore, what is really meant by this wonderful Divine command, and
also how we may obey it. And we learn from the law of correspond
cnccs, that the place which the Lord our God chooses, and in which
alone He can be truly worshipped, is the state of the" love of truth,
:1!1C1 the love 0: 1{0od,. derive_d from Divine Good conjoined to Divine
I ruth, and dlsttngulsh:d Irorn the merely natural affections by
having .a heavenly quality, and forming a dwelling place from the
Lord with man, are to be diligently cultivated both in the intellect
and t!le affections in that place. Or in other words, only where
there IS love to the Lord and thence love to the neighbour, separated
Irom every selfish motive, can there be the genuine worship of the
Lord. j\nd,?f course, th~ ~ruth of this, !s what almost everyone
can see for himself when 1t IS put before him, and when it is care
fully considered. And, in addition, who cannot see also that burnt
?fTerings, sacrifices, tithes, heave offerings, VO\VS, and freewill offer
Ing~, are only the outward r~presentatives of this true worship in its
varrous forrns P And thus It follows, according to the correspond
cnces, that burnt offerings, specifically, denote love to the Lord
,-l!ld .sacriflccs, love to the neighbour; that tithes, and heave offering~
Signify good affections stored up in mans life, and inmost affections
with him in their activity and power ; and that VO\VS and freewill
oflerin~s, represent cxternal. affections of truth and of goodness
respectively. And thus, too, It ITIay be seen that there is no affection
or love which constitutes a part of mans constitution that may not
be devoted to the service of the Lord, when love to'the Lord and
the neighbour rule with him.

But to this general statement of the contents of the third section
~llllst be added the observation, that it is twice repeated in order that
It nlay have refe.rence distinctly. to the three degrees of the mind in
~he first of ~\"ll1ch true worship is described as proceeding from
Inten~~t1 affec.tIons to external, vers, 4-14; in the second from external
ntlcct ions to Internal, verso '7-19; and in the third as to its reciprocal
~haracte,·, and thus as to the conjunction bot wer-n the external and
Internal man, vers, 26-28.

But we consider now the fourth section, which has relation to the
appropriation of good, as if it were mans o w n , and also to the care
that l11USt be taken, in all such appropriation, that a just distinction
!l1ay th.ell bt' Illade. bet ween what is profane and what is holy. Now
It ha,s Just been s:l!d that there is no afTection constituting apart of
man s complex beIng that cannot be devoted to the service of the
Lord, and thcreforf' ""C are not to understan<.L fronl the teaching
!lO\V bcf~n~ us, that the lo\ver aflections of (llan'S nature are not
!Ilvolvcd Il~ true. ,,'orship, but rather that \vhen good frorn the Lord
I'; appropnated III the external man, and thus \vt:en nlan's lo\vest
afTect!ons are sanctified because they are the expression of the higher
afTectlol~S, then all nlere. s?lfishness is rejected, and that consequently
t~ler~,,,"III not ~e the' llllXlng- of the profane \"ith the holy, which is
slgnlh('d by eating the blood. ..\nd it is necessarv thercfore to notice
particularly, th:- ;!pplication of the tenllS in tile internal sense of
vcr. 15. liar It IS said: "the Ulan of the church, in his perfect
state, .shall have. po\\'er deliberately to appropriate external good
according to ultll11ate truths and ultilnate natural affections on
accou1lt.oj his .COlljll1lcfioll 1t'ith the Lord (\vhich is signified by
the bleSSing) ell tlrely as fronl hinlself; for in Externals there appears

to be no distinction, so to speak, between what is of self, and what
is of the Lord"; and then the next verse' shows that still a perfect
distinction is made be t ween what is holy and what is (relatively)
profane, because the conjunction of the internal with the external
(nan is effected by what is holy, or by the influx of interior truths
(conjoined with good) into the truths of the natural man. And it is
obvious that with the perfect man, or with the angels, there is full
enjoyment of the outward life and yet no mingling of selfishness
therewith ; and also that with the man of the church preparing for
heaven, the grea test care is to he exerci sed, in not allowing merely
natural feeling and thought, denoted by the flesh, to intrude itself,
during the legitimate enjoyment of external satisfactions and delights,
also signified by the' flesh in the best sense. And what is true of
this part of the section is equally applicable in the second part,
particularly in vel's. 23-24.

But now how are the words of the last section to be understood
in their application to the perfected man? As applied to one in the
process of being regenerated the meaning is clear; but we cannot
expect that the angels are thus tempted. \Ve see therefore that some
thing else is signified; and careful reflection, we think, will show
that the teaching involved, in this case. is that everyone in heaven
acknowledges that there is no help in the great work of his life from
any selfish or worldly consideration whatsocver ; and that therefore
he joyfully depends upon the Divine operation into that conscious
life of heavenly love and intelligence, with which he has been gifted
?y regene.ration. And indeed there are not wanting other passages
in the \\ ord of the Lord that confirm this truth. For the Lord
says, "Therefore I say unto you Be not anxious (or your life, what
ye shall eat, or what ye s~all drink; nor yet for your body, what ye
shall ~ut on. Is not the life more than the food, and the body than
the rairnent P ... Seek ye first the kingdom of God. and his right
eousness, and all these things shall be added unto vou ' (Matt. vi,
25, 33). And these words evidently teach that grand-lesson' of cntirr:
~lcPCt~dcrzce upor; the Lord combined with the perfect freedom and
intelligence, which Blust belong to the an~elic lif», w it hout which
heaven could not be heaven, nor could it be an f'tt'rnal state of
contentment in the Lord. And also, there is still another well
known petition, with which all are quite familiar. For t he Lord
teaches u.s ~o pra)" arnonjzst other spiritual blessings, for our daily
br.ead, thIs. involving, not merely a prayer that we rnay be supplied
w ith all thIngs nf'cessary for the body and for the soul, but that \\"C

may come g-radually more and more into tha t full hcavcnlv state of
trust and confidence in the Lord our (;0<.1 which rr-allv constitutes
the sum and substance of angpJic bliss. And \\'C mav see besides
frOtH the inner nleaning of the Jattf>r part of this sectio;l, that a stat~
of confinned selfishness is the origin of all ('viis, and thus not only
includes a state o.f c?ntinual discontent, but also invoh"es the rejectioi1
of those very pnnclples, nanlely, truths and good afTections, \vhich
are the essentials of heavenly blessedncss, and \\"hich are signified
by the sons an~ daughters burned in the fln'. For g('nllinf~ truth,
and ~ood affections arc sureIv opstroycd in all \\'ho arc confirmc·d
in ~elfishness, \\"hile on the other hand the\" are as surelv preservf"'d
in those \vho are entirely devoted to heavc"nly love. .;
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SUnIl\IARY OF TlIE SPIRITl:AL SE~SE

'1'IIE CONTE~TS OF EACH: VERSE

J. On the rejectioll by the spiritual man of falsities appearing- as
truths in the church and causing delusions, vers. 1-5.

2. Thut the perverted truths of the church in the natural Ulan,

which insidiously persuade man to the worship of falsities are also
to be rejected, verso 6- I J. .. ..

3. And thirdly, that all false doctrines derived from evil affections,
together with the evil affections themselves, which persu.ade to a
similar false worship, are to be utterly devoted to destruction, verso
12- 18.

7· But which belong to
false "relig-ion out of the
church, more ncarlv or more
remotely in cvery direction;

6. Again, if the perverted
truth of the church in the
natural rna n, or falsity or evil
there, or falsity derived from
selfish 10\-(', o·r falsity from
the love of the world; insidi
ously influence the spiritual
man, inclining- him to the
wor-ship of falsities which
neither ag-ree with the truth
or g-ood of the church,

4. 110r the spiritual. man is
distinguished by charity con
joined with faith, in the ~vo:

ship of the Lord; and this IS

manifested first, by simple
obedience; secondly, by holy
fear; thirdly, by obedience
from the affection of truth;
fourthly by obedience f rorn
the principle of good; fifthly
bv \villing obedicncc; and
Iastly , by genuine love and
charity.

5. And therefore false doc
triues and the persuasions of
such doctrines shall be re
jected, since they are perver.
sions of good conjoined with
truth Irorn the Lord, Who
has redeemed mankind f rorn
the absolute power of the
falsitics and evils of the merely
natural man; and their ten..
deney is to divert the
spiritual man from the truth
which is f rom the Lord by
influx and instruction from the
Word : and hencc he has
po\ver to reject falsities, and
with them the evils from
which they spring-, from the
interiors of the mind.

6. If til,' brother, the son
of thy mother, or .thy son,
or thy daughter, or the wife
of th v bosom, or thy friend,
which is as thine own soul,
entice thee secretly, saying,
{Jet us go and serve other
gods, w h ir h thou hast not
known, thou, nor thy
fathers;

7. Of the gods of the
peoples which are round
about vou, nigh unto thee,
or far (itT from (thee, from the
one end of the earth even

o

5. And that prophet, or
that dreamer of dreams,
shall be put to death; be
cause he hath spoken rebel
lion against the LORD your
God, which brought you out
of the land of I:gypt, and
redeemed thee out of the
house of bondage, to draw
thee aside out of the ,,-ay
which the IJORD thy God
commanded thee to walk in.
So shalt thou put a\vay the
evil from the midst of rhee.

4. Y e shall wal k after the
I-JORD vour Cod, and fear
him, and keep his command
rnents, and obey his voice,
and ve shall serve him, and
clea'=e unto hiin ,

2 . And also, if such confir
mations and persuasions are
verified outwardly, so as to
make it appear that falsities
are truths, although not in
agrcement with good, and
thus false worship is prac
tised;

I. And therefore, if, in the
inmost of the church falsity is
predominant instead of truth,
either external or internal, and
such falsity has the appearance
of truth by confirmations and
persuasions;

3. The man of the church
shall not be deluded by such
false teaching', or by such false
persuasions, because these are
spiritual temptations as to
truth; and their effect with
those in charity, is to confirm
the sta te of good both as to
the will and as to the under
standirnr.

I. If there arise in the
midst of thee a prophet, or
a dreamer of dreams, and he
give thee a sign or a wonder,

2. And the sign or the
wonder come to pass, where
of he spake unto thee, say
ing, Let tiS go after other
gods, which thou hast not
known, and let tiS serve
them :

.1. Thou shalt not hearken
u n to the words of that pro
phet, or unto that dreamer
of dreams : for the LORD
your God proveth you, to
know whether ye Jove the
1-.. OR I) your God w it h all
your heart and with all your
sou l. .

T9 2
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unto the other end of the
earth;

8. Thou shalt not consent
unto him, nor hearken unto
hirn ; neither shall thine eye
piJy him, neither shalt thou
spare, neither shalt thou
conceal him:

') . 13 II t t h 0 U sha It SII re Jv
kill hirn : thine hand shall
"be first upon him to put him
to death, and afterwards the
hand of all the people.

10. And thou shalt stone
him with stones, that he die;
because he hath sought to
draw thee a\\"ay from the
LORI) thy God, which
brought' thee out of the land
of l~gypt, out of the house
of bondage.

I I. And aJ I Israel shal I
hear, and fear, and shall do
no more anv such wicked
ness as this -is in the rnidst
of thee.

f2. :f thou shalt hear tell
concerning one of thy cities,
which the IJOR D thy God
giveth thee to dwell there. 'saYing,

S, Then the man of the
church shall not yield to such
falsities either in understand
ing or in will ; nor shall he be
deluded by his natural ten
dency thereto in affection or
though t ; nor shall he en
deavour to hide Irom himself
such tendency;

9. But on the contrary, he
shall utterly reject it, and
this by the po\ver of truth as
from himself internally, or
Irorn the wi II, and afterwards
by the po\\"er of truth exter
nally from the understanding;

10. And all those who are
in such falsities shall be en
tirely vastated by SUffering
the punishment of falsity,
which is total rejection; since
such falsity is disposed to lead
to the perversion of good con
j 0 ined w it h t ru th fro rn th c
Lord, by which redemption
frorn the absolute dominion of
evil and error has been ac
complished.

I I. For the perfected spirit
ual man is obedient to Divine
Truths in holy fear of violating
thern ; nor is he disposed to be
drawn ;l\Vay by falsities, as is
the case wi th the perverted
church, even in its inmost
principles.

12. And ag-ain lastly, if the
truly spiritual (nan discovers,
with respect to the doctrines
of truth in the natural {nan,
which are Irorn the l ..ord as
recipients of Rood and truth
in the spiritual man,

I J. Certai n base fellows
are gone out from the midst
of thee, and have drawn
a\vay the inhabitants of their
city, saying, Let us go and
serve other gods. which ye
have not known ;

]4. Then shalt thou in
quire, and make search, and
ask diligently; and, behold,
if it be truth, and the thing
certain, that such abornina
tion is \vrought in the midst
of thee;

15. Thou shalt surelv
smite the inhabitants of that
city with the edge of the
sword, destroying it utterly,
and all that is therein and
the cattle thereof, with the
edge of the sword,

r6. And thou shalt gather
all the spoil of it into the
midst of the street thereof,
and shalt burn with fire the
city, and all the spoil thereof
every whit, unto the LORI)

thy God: and it shall be an
heap for ever; it shall not be
built again.

1 i. And there shall cleave
nought of the devoted thing
to thine hand: that the
L,ORD may turn from the
fierceness of his anger, and

13· That falsities have be
come mixed with them from
degraded evil affections,
having a strong tendency to
perv~rt genuine good, by per
suading to the worship of
falsities;

14· Then let the spiritual
man make use of all the
po\\"crs of his mind in their
threefold order, to search out
such insidious evils in hirnself ,
and. such false doctrines ap
pearIng as truths, mixed there
with, which is a state of pro
fanation;

15· And let him totally re
ject the evils of those "false
doctrines by the power of the
truth, s? that they may suffer
the punishment of falsity, and
may be entirelv va sta ted with
evcry false principle and every
evil affection connccted there
with :

I (). And Jet hill} expose aIJ
such falsities by the power of
the truth, and 0\'erC0I11C them
by the power of love; or in
other \\lor~s, they are arranged
under their general principles
with the wicked, and are con
joined with their own evil
affections, so that all appear
ance of g-ood and truth van
ishes on the one hand, and all
evil and falsity on the other;
and thus falsity remains
quiescent with the good ma n ,
nor can he he ag-ain contami-
nated with it. ~

Ii. For the affection of evil
and falsity shall have no power
with the regenerated man;
and no longer shall there be
strong aversion from the Lord"
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REFERENCES AND NOTES

shew thee mercy, and have
compassion upon thee, and
multiply thee, as he hath
swora unto thy fathers;

18. When thou shalt
hearken to the voice of the
-LORD thy God, to keep all
his commandments which I
command thee this day, to
do that which is right in the
eyes of the LORD thy God.

but on the contrary the most
tender love to Him, and a
pure love of the neighbour,
with an abundance of heavenly
truths confirmed from the Lord
according to the state of
good;

18. And this because the
spiritualnlan is obedient to
the Lord from love, and from
a sincere affection for the
truth, which flow in with him
from the Lord perpetually, and
cause him to conjoin good with
truth in every action of his
life.

5. That prophet, or that dreamer of dreams being put to death,
denotes the rejection of false doctrines and persuasions. 2534 5

, 4682,
1408, 1854, 45522; speaking rebellion against the Lord God, denotes
the perversion of ROod conjoined with truth from the Lord, 2951,
1668, 2001; being brought out of the land of Eg-yptt and redeemed
Irorn the house of bondage; denotes redemption Irorn the absolute
power of the falsities and evils of the merely natural man, 88f)();
being- drawn aside out of the way which the Lord God has COITI

manded men to walk in, denotes that the tendency of falsity and evil
is to divert the spiritual man from the truth which is from the Lord
by influx and instruction from the Word, 48 16, 2234, 2001, 5486, 519;
and so putting evil fro III the midst, denotes that hence man has
power to reject falsities, and with them, the evils from which they
spring Irorn the interiors of the mind, 200.

. 6. 1\ brother, the son of thy mother, denotes the perverted truth
of the church in the natural man, 3303, 489, 289; a son denotes truth,
or in the opposite sense, falsity, and a daughter denotes good, or in
the opposite sense, evil, 489; a wife of thy bosom denotes falsity from
selfish love, 1369, 6<]60; a friend which is as thine own soul, denotes
falsity from the love of the world, 5', 38755; to entice secretly
saying, denotes insidiously to influence the spiritual man, 9182, 1822,
3654; and to go and serve other god.:; which thou hast not known,
thou nor thy fathers, denotes to incline him to the worship of falsities,
which neither agree with the truth or good of the church, 8867, 8873,
2230, 3654, 3io3.

I. By arising, is denoted elevation, 2401; by thee, is denoted the
church, or the man of the church, 3654; by the midst, is denoted t.he
inmost, 200; by a prophet~ or a dreamer of. dreams, .IS denoted falsity
instead of truth, 2534 a , 4682, 3698; and gIvIng a sign or 3. wonder,
denotes presenting the appearance of truth by confirmations and
persuasions, 39003.

2. By the sign or the wonder coming to pass, is denoted that s~ch

confirmations and persuasions are verified outwardly, 2534 5
, 4bS2,

49i9; by U whereof he spake unto thorn;" is d:~oted so as to make
it appear that falsities are truths, 2951 ; and by let us go after other
gods, and let us serve thern ," is denoted although not in agreement
with good, and that thus false worship is practised, 886 7, 8873.

3- Not hearkening unto that false prophet, or that dreamer of
dreams, denotes that the man of the church shall not be deluded
by such false tcaching, or by such false persuasions, 254 2 , 2534 5 ,

4{>S2; U the Lord your God proveth you," denotes that these are
spiritual ternptat ionsns to truth, 2001 t 2i68; and U to kriow whether
yc love the Lord your God wi th all your heart and with all your
soul," denotes that their effect with those in charity is to confirm
the state of good hoth as to the will and as to the understanding,
2230, 10,3 10 , 2001. 9050.

4. To walk after the Lord God, denotes to be in simple obedience
to good and truth, 519, 2001; to fear Him, denotes holy fear of
wrorur doing, 2826; to keep His commandments, denotes to obey
Irorn ~the afTection of truth, 3382; to obey His voice, denotes to do
so Irom a principle of good, 219; to serve Him denotes williru
obedience, 59-1-7; and to cleave unto Him, denotes to obey [rom
genuine love and charity, 3875.

7· The gods of the peoples which are round about thee, nigh unto
thee or far ofT from thee, fronl the one end of the earth even unto
the other, denotes what belongs to Ialse religions out of the church
rnore nearly or more remotely in every direction according to state,
S86i, 1259, 29i3, 1275,.40609t 1733.

8. Not consenting unto the cnticcr, nor hearkening unto him,
denotes that the man of the church shall not yield to such falsities,
either in the understanding or the will , 3I5i, 2542; not pitying him
nor sparing- him, denotes not to be deluded by a natural tendency
thereto either in feeling or thought, 2 IS0, 3063, 56088; and not
concealing him denotes not to hide from himself such tendency,
6132 •

9· To kill the en ricer, denotes utterly to reject such falsity, 1408,
T854, 455 2 2 ; thine hand being- first upon him to put him to death,
denot~s by the power of truth as from himself internally, or from
the w ill, 8066; and afterwards the hand of all the people, denotes by
the power of truth externally from the understandinp , 10,062, 1259.

10. Stoning him w it h stones that he Illay die, denotes that all those
\\'h~ are in such f:~Isiti('s s.hall b~ entirely va st a tod by suffering the
punishment of falSI ty, 5'51>, 7456, J 408; because he hath sought to
draw thc~ a\~'ay .troll1 the Lord thy (;od, denotes total rejection since
s~ch falsity IS disposed to lead to the perversion of good conjoined
with truth from the Lord, because the word translated II to draw thee
away ,tt nlean~ to cause thee to vsander or to be Q watlderer, 382,
2001; and which brought thee. out ?f the land of Egypt, out of the
house of bondage, denotes redemptIon from the absolute dominion
of evil and error, 8866.
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I I. All Israel he:lring and fearing, and doing no 1110re any such
wickedness as this "is in the midst of thee, denotes that the perfected
spiritual man is obedient to Divine Truths, in holy fear of violating
thern ; nor is he disposed to be drawn away by falsities, as is the
case \lJth the perverted church even in its inmost principles, 3654,
254 2 , 2826, 5i55, ver. 6, 200.

) 2. Ilparing- tr-ll COfH'('rning- one of t lu- cities. which the Lord thy
(;00 giveth thee to dwell there, saying, denotes that the truly spiritual
man Inay discover. with respect to the doctrines of truth in the
natural man, which are from the Lord as recipients of good and
truth in the spiritual I11an, 3163, 402, 200f, 8899, 1293.

)3. Certain base fellows, or sons of worthlessness, manifestly
denote degraded evil a fTcctions or principles, ] 147, 2346; and going
out from the midst of thee, the influx of these evils and falsities with
those who are in the doctrines of the church, 5337, 402, 200; saying
denotes perception, 1822; drawing a\vay the inhabitants of the city,
denotes a tendency to pervert g-enuine good, ver, 10, 382, 3066, 402;
and "Let us go and serve other gods which ye have not kriown ;"
denotes persuasion to the wor-ship of falsities, 8867, 88i3, 2230 .

14. Inquiring, and mak injr search, and asking- dilig-ently, denote-s
that the spiritual man shall make use of all the powers of his mind
in their threefold order, to search out evils and falsities, 3385, 10,548 ;
and it being- true, and the thing' being- certain, that such abomination
is wrought in the midst of thee, denotes that insidious evils and
false doctrines appearing- as truths are mixed with the doctrines of
the church causing profanation, 9193, 683, 6052, i454, 3398 2 •

15· Surely sllliting the inhabitants of that city with the (~dgc of
the sword, destroying- or devoting it utterly, and all that is therein
including the cattle thereof, denotes that the spiritual man I11USt
totally reject the evils of those false doctrines, by the power of the
tru!h, so that they nlay suffer the punishment of falsity, and may be
cnt ircly vastated, with 'every false principle, and every evil affection
connected therewith, 9 193.

16. Gathering all the spoil of the city into the midst of the street
thereof; hurn i rur with fire thr- city, and all the spoil thereof every whit
unt? the Lord God ; and '1l:11~ing- it a heap for ever, it not being- built
ag-:.un, denotes that the spirit ual man Blust expose all such Ials it ir-s
by !he power of the truth, and overcome them by the power of love;
or. m other. words the-y are arranged under their general principles
with the wicked, and are conjoined with their own evil affections,
so that ap appearance of good and truth vanishes on the one hand,
an~l all evil. and falsity on the other; and thus falsity remains
qutescent with the g-ood man , nor can he be again contaminated
wit h it, <)193, 6112, IRSI, 402, 200, 2001, 4lqi~ '3°4.

17· Nought of the devoted thing- cleaving- to thine hand, denotes
that the affections of evil and falsity shall have no power with the
rcgenerate.d man, 9 '93, 3875, 878 ; the Lord turning from the fierce
ness of I-I:s arurer , denotes no longer shall there be strong averxion
fronl. th.e Lord, 5i98; showinrr nlercy, having compassion, and
l11ultlplylng, denote, on the contrary, the most tender love. a pure
love of the neighbour. and abundance of heavenly truths, li3:;, 68 3 ,
Iq4 1 ; and swearrrur to thy fathers, denotes that heavenlv truths are
confirmed Irorn the Lord according to the state of good, 2842, 3;03,

18. "\\"hen thou shalt hearken unto the voice of -the Lord thy God,
to keep all his commandments, which I command thee this day, to
do that w hich is right in the eyes of the Lord thy God, denotes
because the spiritual man is obedient to the Lord from love, and
Irorn the sincere affection for the truth, which flow in with him
from the Lord perpetually, and cau-«. him to conjoin good with truth
in every action of his life, 2542, 219, 33 8 2, 7()Jo, 5-1~6, 2838 • 5i55,
I i2S, 4SJ9' 20() J.

The beginnir.g of this chapter is \"ery interesting, as showing , even
on the surface, that the faith of authority only, even although it is
induced by miraculous evidence, is very much inferior to a true
spiritual faith founded on the Iegitimate use of liberty and reason.
At the same time, we are not to understand that miraculous or
supernatural testimony is of no value at all in contributing to the
formation of a true faith. For the literal sense here is very plain,
and clearly implies that the testimony of this kind which accompanied
the revelations of the prophets and apostles in the Israelitish and
j ewish churches, and at the beginning- of the Christ ian church, were
of SOOle use. And it may also be observed in this place, that the
Revelation of Divine Truth now made at the Second Advent of the
Lord beg-ins by the positive assertion of a supernatural state of
the Revelator, which is declared to have been continued over the
long- period of twenty-seven years. And a very little consideration
will show , when we reflect upon the magnitude of this revelation,
on its avowed purpose, on its character as constituting the opening
of the Word of the Lord as to its internal sense, and on the profound
truths revealed, that it could not have taken place at all, apart from
a real. experience such as is claimed by Emanuel Swedenborg. And
moreover, this matter is mentioned just here, because the Revelation
made for the New Church is, in particular, distinguished from the
kind of communication, spoken of in this section, not only by having
nothing to do with the teaching of idolatry, understood here spirit
ually as well as naturally, but as being the strongest confirmation
of the truth of the Old and of the ~e,v Testaments, ever given to
mankind, that the Lord Jesus Christ is Jehovah manifested, and is
therefore the One living and true God, one in Essence, and one in
Person, involving the \v hole Divine Trinity of Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit, the Alpha and the Ornega, the Beginning- and the Ending,
\Vho is. a~d \V~o ,,"as: and \\iho is to come. the Almighty.

But agaIn, t his section also teaches that in every age there may
be false teachers, or false prophets; and that their false teaching is
capable of being- detected surely, by the law or rule here given.
namely, that all such teaching is incoherent and inconsistent, because
it does not harmonize with the idea of one Lord God. And indeed
we know, the Lord Himself gives us another test, by which falsity
l11a)" be discovered. For I--Ie says particularly" Ye shall know them
by their fruits " (Matt. vii. ]6). 'That is, it is impossible that falsity
can produce ~ood results, or that truth can produce bad results,
since spiritual good, w hirh is represented bv grapes, cannot come
f:o~ the falsity of doctrine denoted by thorns; nor can natural good
SIgnified by figs, be produced by the falsities denoted by the thistles.
And this may convince us that spiritual laws are as inflexible 3§

natural l~,vs; and that the consequence of the violation thereof are
e9 ua.lIy disastrous, T~e lesson is, therefore, that all falsity is to be
eliminated from our lives sooner or later if we choose the heavenlv
life: and t~is is si~nified by the con~mand to put the false prophets
t? d:-ath, since deliverance from evil, which, we so well know, is
SIgnified by redemption from Egyptian bondage, carries with it also
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deliverance from falsity seeing that falsity is nothing else but the
Iorrn which evil takes in the human understanding. It is proper -to
add here, however, in concluding this section, that, in the course of
regeneration, falsities are often mistaken for truths, on account of
our mixed and imperfect states, and that that is one reason why
their fwa] separation from the good man only takes place in the
j udgrnent (lVIatt. xiii. 30).

And now having spoken of falsity appearing as truth, we come
naturally, in this second section, to consider what is to be done in
the case of those who, while holding the truths of the church, yet
pervert them and thus persuade others to the practice of what is
evil and false; and we find that these are to be destroyed without
pity. Literally, of course, the spirit of vengeance and cruelty appear
to breathe through these words of the law ; but we are sure that
there is neither vengeance nor cruelty there; but that on the contrary
it is the love of the Lord that speaks in its zeal for the salvation of
souls, because it is a fact that the separation eternally of the evil
from the good in the future state, the separation of falsities from
those who are in truths, and the separation of truths from those who
are in falsities, is really for the final well-being of even the wicked
themselves. Of this, however, \ve have before spoken; and therefore
we draw attention now to the order of the terms used in ver. 6, as
the representatives of the perverted truths of the church itself, because
those who are named are relatives, and not merely public teachers
who are denoted by prophets. For the words brother, son, daughter,
wife and friend, spiritually, represent respectively, the truth of the
church in the natural man; the same more interiorly there; the
afTection of truth there; truth conjoined with good, or with love in
the spiritual rnan ; and truth conjoined with charity there, all of
which in their perverted forms, when such perversions are confirmed
by a life of evil, are to be destroyed, or rejected by the truly spiritual
man, And it is said" thine hand shall be first upon him to put him
to death, and afterwards the hand of all the people," to denote the
power of the truth internally, or as to the will, and the power of
truth externally, or as to the understanding; while stoning him with
stones, denotes vastatio.i through falsity conjoined with evil, which
is spiritual death. And it is further said, "all Israel shall hear and
fear and shall do no more such wickedness as this is in the midst
of thee," to teach that, in the perfected heavenly state, such perver
sions of the truth are quite impossible, because of the conjunction
of all the powers of the will and understanding through a life of
love, of faith and of obedience, since the midst or inmost of the
renewed J11an'S life, is his love; the interior is his faith as denoted
by Icnr , and the extern:,l .is his obedience as signified by hearing.

And now here also, It IS to be added, that these t\VO sections are
illustrative of the gradual progress of man in his regeneration. a:'
far as the removal of evils and errors is concerned, For it is a fact.
that in the beg-inning, a regenerating man is not aware of all tlu
hidd:-Il tendencies to evil that appertain to him, and that he would
be discouraged if he were made acquainted with them, before he was
in a position to meet and overcome them. And this indeed, is still
more. completely manifested, not only in our own experience, but
also In the various descriptions of the procedure of the great work
of man's life in difTerent parts of the \Yord in its internal sense, and
parti~ularly in the .last section of this chapter, which, generally, has
relation to the purification of the life of rnan , from the hidden evils
of ~vhich he has been so little conscious, rather than of the falsities
which have been the outward forms thereof.

For first of all. we notice in this last section, tha t there is an
indication of the connection and conjunction of the external man
with the internal denoted bv the mention of cities, which represent
doctrines in the external 111;ln, and then immediately afterwards of
certain base fellows, or sons of worthlessncss a which, it is said have
"gone out from the midst oj thee.' And let us consider a moment
the nleaning of the midst here. Clearly, it docs not mean the
internal man in the best sense, since according to the series that is
denoted by the midst in the pr..vious verse. Hence then the midst
in the present verse, denotes the inmost of the unregenerated man.
And this is evident from the very meaning of sons oj1t'ortlzlessncss.
And the fact with us all really is that, when we are sufficiently
advanced to bear it, the inmost evils of our unrr-rrcncratcd life, are
manifested to us through an influx from the hells of the falsities
of such evils, these being by sons, and the evils themselves from
which they spring by ·u.'orthlessness; and truly the expression "base
fellows," seems very well to convey the character of these evils.
And certainly we all U hear tell" of these. Nor should we fear to
hear tell of them, seeing that the I...ord is on our side, 1ve now are on
the Lord's side, and we U hear tell" because the Lord desires to
remove these U base fellows." who will, as we shall conquer in the
name of the Lord, never more trouble us. And hence, therefore,
this is a very interesting part of our chapter, because it shows us,
that we HUlst as it is said. ut terlv destroy in ourselves the inhabitants
of that city with the edg-e of the sword, and burn the city itself
with fire and all that belongs to it, unto the Lord our God, And
this means that the evils themselves, and all those who are in such
evils, will be conjoined with falsities, and will be deprived of, or
reject, the doctrines denoted by those cities, because they do not
agree with their life of evil. And this is called the vastation of
persons of this character; and it taler-s place according to their
wishes, that is, according to the life thev have chosen for themselves,
and have confirmed in ..themselves, and" this to such an extent, that
they. \\-oul? now not exchange that l}fe for the heavenly life on any
consideration whatever, And we nlay depend upon it, that, since
th.e Lord rules the regions where they wi ll abide for ever, that they
\\"111 be fi.nally bro~ght into su?jection to the very truths they are
now af~ald of, which they despise, and yet which are the means of
~re~-entlng them. from being- useless, and from doing evil beyond the
lirnit s of what IS useful, 696, But on the other hand the same
description, as applicable to the good. denotes that tl;ey entirely
overcome those. evils by the power of the truth, and can finn them
selves in their heavenly doctrines bv the power of the I...ord's love
now fully established in t hr-rn, and 111flnifested in their external man
as ,,'('11 as in their internal; so that t hcrr: is uno joyous life of love
!o the Lord, and love to the neighbour conjoined with their truths
to perfect .harmony, bccn usr- go~d. or the Lord by good, arranges
all truths Into heavenly order with the fully reg-encratcd man ; nor
can he. any m?re I:e troub.led by his evils and falsities because they
are q,ulcsc:nt In him, a~ rs denoted, as far as he is concerned, by
the crty :\-Ith a!l the ~poII thereof being- a heap for ever, and by its
ne;r er beIng built agam. Arid consequently it follows that all these
t~lng,s are done. unto. th~ Lord G~d, tha.t there is no longer any
aver-sion fr~m HIm. SignIfied, by l-Ils turrung' Irorn His anger, and
t~at t.here. IS a perfect obedience denoted bv doing that which is
right m HIS eyes. -
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chosen thee to be a peculiar
people unto himself, above
all peoples that are upon the
face of the earth.

which IS peculiar to him
as the essential of the church
f r0l11 the Divine l ...ove, and is
thus distinguished from the
merely natural man, who is
only in truths stimulated by
merely natural love.

SU~I~IARY OF THE SPIRITUAL SENSE

Tur; (~ONTENTS OF E..\CII VERSE

I. 'The spiritual man is born anew from the Lord, and therefore
should avoid all falsity and evil nor should he appropriate any impure
affection, verso 1-3. w

2. But he 111ay appropriate every genuinl\ affection purified by
!regeneration according to the examples given, verso 4-6.

3. Nevertheless he may not appropriate affections of g-ood or truth
merely natural such as are described, vers, 7-S.

4. He may appropriate all truths from the Word that are conducive
to spiritual progress, and which he expresses in his daily life, and
also all holy thoughts that flow in through heaven from the Lord
intcriorily, verso 9-11.

5.. But he may not appropriate or make a part of his conscious or
active life, falsities arising from the abuse of his rational, natural,
or sensual powers, although good thoughts flowing' in externally may
be appropriated, verso 12-20.

6. He must also avoid certain evils, notwithstandiug' they Inay
affect his external life; and he J11USt ascribe to the Lord all the
increase of good and truth within him, verso 21-22.

i. Ccrtain other instruction which is necessary to the spiritual man
during .his I~rogress; and attention to this w ill at Ten g th re-sult in
full conjunction with the Lord, verso 23-29.

I. Ye are the chi ldren of
the l .. ()HD your God : ye
shall not cut yourselves, nor
make any baldness between
your eyes for the dead.

2. For thou art an holv
people unto the fJORD thy
God, and the L.ORD hath

202

I. For the men of the
Spiritual Church are born
anew f rorn the Lord by
Divine Good and Divine
Truth ; and therefore it is not
lawful that they should dis
figure themselves by separat
ing truth Irorn good in the
will, or eliminating truths
f rom the understanding on
account of the prevalence of
evil.

2. Because the spiritual
man IS In holy truths From
the Lord, an-d In charity

'). Thou shalt not eat an v
ab'Onlinable thing. -'

4 .. These are the beasts
which ye shall eat: the ox,
the sheep, and the goat,

5- "]"he hart, and the
gazelle, and the roebuck,
and the wild goat, and the
pygarg, and the antelope,
and the chamois.

6. A nd eyery beasj- that
parteth the hoof, and hath
the hoof cloven in two, and
cheweth the cud, among the
beasts, that ye shall eat.

7. l';evert heIexs these ve
shall not eat of thern that
chew the cud, or of them
that have the hoof cloven:
the camel, and the hare, and

. the coney, because they
chew the "cud but part not
the hoof, they are unclean
unto you : ~

1. Arid therefore it is not
la~vful for him to appropriate
any evil;

4. But on the contrary he
is to appropriate every genu
ine affection purified by re
generation Irorn the Lord, and
thus holy natural good,
charity, and faith, in g-cncral;

:;. And, in particular, their
activity in the natural degree;
interior na tural good and
truth and their activity; and
exterior na tural good and
truth and their activity.

b ....\lso the spiritual 111an
I11ay appropriate every ult i
mate natural affection which
is in correspondence with
spiritual affection; every in
terior na tural affection of the
same kind; and evcry inmost
nat ura l affection which is con
joined with Divine Truths
bv reflection and deliberate
choice.

,. ~ evcrthcless he Inay not
appropriate affections of truth
merely natural or affections of
Rood mere lv natural, as for
~xaJllplc, t }~c love of know
ledge for the sake of reward;
the mcrelv sensual love of
knowledge, or the merely in
tellectual love of knowledge,
because although reflection i~

required in their acquisition,
yet have they no correspond-
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8. And the swine, because
he parteth the hoof but
cheweth not the cud, he is
unclean unto you: of their
flesh ye shall not eat, and
their carcases ve shall not
touch. ..

9. These ve shall eat of
all that are "in the waters :
whatsoever hath fins and
scales shall ye eat:

10. And whatsoever hath
not fins and scales ve shall
not eat; it is unclean unto
y.ou.

I I. Of al! clean birds ye
111ay eat.

12 _ 13 u t these are they of
which ye shall not eat: the
eagle, and the gier eagle,
and the ospray :

13. And the glede, an-d
the falcon, and the kite after
its kind;

ence with spiritual' things;
and therefore they are impure.

8. Nor must he appropriate
the merelv natural love which
desires to accumulate and
which is co\·etousnes~, be
cause although there may be
the capacity for correspond
ence with spiritual things,
tl~ere. can be no conjunction
of this love, through the culti
vation of truths and reflection
thereon, with the Lord through
the spiritual man. And there
fore none of these affections
can be appropriated by the
spiritual man, neither is he to
allow himself to indulge them
~n the least, because they are
Impure.

9. i\gain, the spiritual man
nlay appropriate truths drawn
f~onl the Divine '\lord, pro
vided they are cultivated with
a view to progress in life, and
are expressed or embodied in
ultimates or in good works,

10. But truths that are not
thus adapted are impure be
cau~e held from merely natural
rnotrvcs , and therefore they
cannot be appropriated.

I I, And again, all thoughts
that relate to heavenly things
and arc not contaminated with
evil rnay be appropriated.

, 12. But the spiritual man
cannot appropriate falsities
arising from the abuse of the
rational f acuity, namely, in
most falsities as to the will,
understanding, and life;

13. Interior falsities of the
same kind, inmost, interior,
and external according- to their
nature;

14- And every raven after
its kind; -

IS- .:\nd the ostrich, and
the night hawk, and the sea
mew, and the hawk after its
kind;

16. The little 0\\"], and
the great 0,,-1,' and the
horned owl ;

17. And the pelican, and
the vulture, and the cor
morant;

18. And the stork, and
the heron after its kina, and
the hoopoe, and the bat.

19. And all winged creep
ing things are unclean unto
you: they shall not be
eaten.

20. ()f all clean fowls ye
may eat.

2 I. Ye shall not eat of
any thing that dieth of

] -1-. And ul tirnate falsities
of the same kind according to
their nature.

15. Also whatever relates to
the abuse of the natural
po\\!ers, namely, inmost falsi
ties from evil; interior falsities
f rom evil; and external f alsi
ties f rom evil of the first
degree there; inmost falsities
Irorn evil according to their
nature;

J 6. Interior falsities [rom
evil; and external falsities
f rom evil of the second degree
there; also ultimate or lowest
falsities from evil of the third
degree there.

17. Also w hatever rela tes to
the abuse of the sensual affec
!ions! namely, falsities inmost,
Interior and external of the
first degree there;

18. Falsities, inmost ; In
terior according to their
narure, and external of the
second degree there; and falsi
tics of the lowest kind of the
third dcg-rce there.

19. .-\nd every thought flow
i ng f rorn the ev il of the cor
poreal will, which is really
selfish, but assumes the ap
pea.rance of what is spiritual,
IS Inlpure and cannot be ap
propnatcd by the spiritual
man.

20. But all pure and holy
thought s , which flow in f rom
the Lord throug-h the heavens
mav be appropriated.

2· I _ Moreover , the spiritual
ma n mu st not appropriate any
nat ur a I a ffec t ion \v hi ch is"0 j ~}
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itself: thou rnayest give it
unto the stranger that is
within thy gates, that he
rnay eat it; or thou mayest
sell it unto a foreigner: for
thou art an holy people unto
the LJORD thy God, Thou
shaltrnot seethe a kid in its
mothers milk.

22. Thou shalt surely
tithe all the increase of t hv
seed, that which cometh
forth of the field year by
year.

23· And thou shalt eat
. before the LORD thy God,
in the place which he shall
choose to cause his name to
dwell there, the tithe of tit v
corn, of thy wine, and of
thine oil, and the firstlings
of thy herd and of thy flocl\: :
that thou ITIavest learn to
fear the L.ol~n t h v God
a l wavx, "'

24· And if the "oar be too
long for thee, so that thou
art not able to carry· it,. be
cause the place is too far
f rom thee, wh ieh the IJORD
thy God shall choose to set
his name there, when the
f.JORD thy God shall bless
thee: .;

25. Then shalt thou turn
it into monev, and bind lip
the money in thine hand,
and shalt go unto the place

of spiritual life because it has
not been purified by conflict
against its evil; but must ac
knowledg-e that it is a merely
natural affection, although
under control by truths; or
that it is essentially evil and
rnust be alienated. For the
spiritual man is conjoined by
love and truth with the Lord,
and therefore he must not :
rningle the good of innocence
of a latter state with the truth
of innocence of a former state.

22. And he shall surely
ascribe to the Lord all the
increase of good and truth
within him, which he receives
from Him successively in the
course of regeneration.

23. And under this acknow,
lcdgmcnt he shall appropriate
the good and truth of remains
in a holy state where good and
truth are conjoined, whether it
he natural, spiritual or celes
tial, and whether it be external
or internal, that thus he may
advance in the knowledge of
the truth, and in the practice
of goodness to eternity.

2-1-. But if, as yet, the doc
trine of Divine Truth be
beyond his comprehension, so
that the state of good cannot
be realized, because the con
junction of good and truth is
remote, and thus the quality
of good cannot be rnanifested
in its corresponding truth,
although there is internal con
junction with the Lord;

2:;. Then the spiritual man
shall reject wha t is not in
agreernent with his real hea
venly life, by confirming the

which the IJORI.> thy God
shall choose:

26. And thou shalt bestow
the ITIoney for whatsoever
thy soul desireth, for oxen,
or for sheep, or for wine, or
for strong drink, or for
whatsoever thy soul asketh
of thee: and thou shalt eat
there before the 1.. OR I) thy
God, and thou shalt rejoice,
thou and thine household:

27. Arid the Levite that is
within thy gates, thou shalt
not forsake him; for he hath
no portion nor inheritance
with thee .

28. At the end of ever v
three years thou shalt bring
forth all the tither-of thine
increase in the same year,
and shalt lay it up with i n
thy gates:

29. Arid the Lev ite, be
cause he hath no portion nor
inheritance with thee, and
the stranger, and the father
less, and the widow, which
are within thy gates, shall
come, and shall eat and be
satisfied; that the IJORD th v
God ITIay bless thee in ail
the work of thine hand
which thou doest ,

truth in its power, and shall
thus approach the conjunction
of good with truth;

2(>. And in that state shall
procure to himself whatever is
in agreenlcnt with his inmost
life, thus either natural or
spiritual good or truth, with
all the knowledge in harmony
therewith ; and thus good shall
be appropriated and acknow
lcdged as comirur Irorn the
Lord; and thus there shall be
inmost delight combined har
moniously with external enjoy
ment.

27. And thus shall the good
of charity in the natural man
be fully preserved and no
longer neglected, this being
acknowledg-ed to be entirely
from the Lord, both as to
thought and affection.

28. Besides which there shall
be wit h the spiritual man a
state of self-examination; and
remains shall be implanted
in the extcrnn l man in all
completeness;

29. And in this \\"ay too, the
holy good of cha rity, because
it is entirely from the I...ord in
thought and affection; also the
state of instruction; truth
which earnestly desires good;
and good which earnestly de
sires truth there, shall be con
joined wit h the internal ma n ,
shall appropriate Rood, and
shall have a sufficiency of
truth; in order that there may
he full conjunction of the spiri
tual man with the I..ord as to
both g-ood and truth, in every
action that proceeds from his
essential ruling love.
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REFERENCES AND NOTES

I. The children of the Lord God, are those who are born anew
lItonl the Lord by Divine Good and Oi.vine Truth, 1226, 200!; not
cutting yourselves, denotes not separating truth from good III the
will, 5302, y056, 81; and not making any baldness between the eyes
for the dead, denotes not eliminating truths from the understanding
on account of the prevalence of evil, 9960. 2148, 81.

2. A holy people unto the Lord thy God, denotes that the spirit.ual
man is in holy truths from the Lord, 1259, 2001; the Lord choosing
the Israelites to be a peculiar people unto Himself, denotes tI~at
spiritual men are in charity which is peculiar to them as the essential
of the church Irorn the Divine Love, 2001,39004,3877; and above
all the peoples that are u.pon the face of the eart~, deno~cs to be
distinguished from the merely natural man, who IS only In truths
stimulated by merely natural love, 1259, 90.

3. Not eating any abominable thing, denotes that the spiritual man
must not appropriate any evil, 2187 , 6052 , 74S4.

4. The beasts to be eaten being t.he ox, the sh.eep, and the go.at,
denotes that, on the contrary, he IS to appropriate every genuIne
affection purified by regeneration fro In the I ....ord, and thus holy
natural good, and charity and faith in general, 2187, 2180, 4 1&) .

5. The hart denotes the activity of natural affection in the inmost
degrce thereof, 2 J65, 6143, chap. xi i. IS; the gazelle, and the roe
buck, and the wild goat, denote, respectively, interior natural good
and truth and their activity, according to the series, 2165, 6143; and
the pygarg, and the antelope, and the chamois, denote, respectively,
exterior natural good, and truth, and their activity, according to the
series, 2J65, 6143.

I t is here to be observed, that the series of names in these t \\'0

verses cornmr-nccs with the ox, and that, therefore, the whole refer
to the appropriation of good in the natural degree, 3939; and hence
that the sheep and the goat and the hart taken together denote the
reception of charity and faith and their activity in the inmost of that
degree. Secondly it may be remarked that, although our versions
do not exactly agree as to the particular kinds of deer indicated by
each Hebrew word, yet it is certain that distinct species are meant,
and that the general agreement is sufficient to show a series pro
ceeding according to the law of discrete degrees, and according to
the truth that each degree of the human mind itself consists of three
degrees, namely, the inmost, the interior, and the ultimate. And
further, if we consider the animals named as to their characteristic
qualities, as far as they can be known, \\"C Illay then see the general
truth of the following intcrpretnt ion of ver. 5; namely that they
properly represent, U all the good affections of the natural man which
rejoice in true liberty of soul; its love of absolute truth and absolute
good, apart from the fetters of custom and crecd ; its love to roam
wide in the fir-ld of external knowlcdges agrf'eing- with good (wild
goat, and the powerful affections for genuine good thus obtained
(bison); and the external afTection which explores the whole mind in
search for ~ood, and the active intelligence thence resulting" (P,),

6, Every beast that partcth the hoof, denotes c\'cry ult ima te natural

affection, which is in correspondence with spiritual affection, 44, 7729,
1832; having the hoof cloven in two, denotes every interior affection
of the same kind, 2162, 1832, 4171 ; what cheweth the cud, or bringeth
up, denotes every inmost natural affection, which is conjoined with
Divine Truths by reflection and deliberate choice, 6183, 6844, 3661,
5508, 44 ; and eating denotes appropriati~n, 2187, Lev. xi. 3.

7. Not eating of those that chew the cud, or bring up, or of them
that have the hoof cloven, denotes not appropriating affections of
truth merely natural, or affections of Rood merely natural, 2187,
ver. 6; the camel, denotes the love of knowledge for the sake of
reward, 3048, 3816, 3956; the hare denotes the merely sensual love
of knowledge, and the coney the merely intellectual love of know
ledge, Lev. xi. 5-6; their chewing the cud but not parting the hoof,
denotes that reflection is required for its acquisition, but that it has
no correspondence with spiritual things, ver. 6; and their being
unclean, denotes that they are impure spiritually, 10,130.

8. The swine denotes the merely natural love which desires to
accumulate, and which is covetousness, 1742; parting the hoof but
not chewing the cud, denotes the capacity for correspondence with
spiritual things, but no conjunction of this love throug-h the cultiva
tion of truths and reflection thereon, with the Lord through the
spiritual man, ver, 6; being unclean denotes spiritual impurity,
10,130; not eating their flesh, denotes non-appropriation, 2187; and
not touching their carcases, denotes non-indulgence in the least,
10,13°,39001°,

Although the animals named in these 1\\'0 verses are the same as
those mentioned in the parallel passage of Lev. xi. 4-8, yet there is
one important difference. which ought not to be passed over without
some consideration. Jt is that the coney and the hare, or spiritually,
the merely intellectual love of knowledgo , and the merely sensual
love of knowledgc, chall~e places in t hr- sr-ries ; and consequently it
is proper for us to inquire why this happens, since we know that ~ the
Word of the Lord is perfect both in its literal and spiritual senses;
that it has been preserved intact since it was first written : and that
it is not lawful to add anything- to it or take anything from it, 186q,
I8jo, 92~, 5.S. IJ. The slightest chang-e, therefore, in the literal
sense indicates a corresponding change in the internal, or spiritual
sense; and we may b~ sure that there is a deep reason why sensual
love IS named before Intellectual love in these verses and not after
it, as in Leviticus. '

Now \ve. may not be able to see precisely, in our present state,
what th~t JS, because the context of the internal sense, so far as we
~a~ see It, does not hell? US; ~u..t yet: by reflection, :\'e can see 'ltlhy
It IS. ~or the a--:count In Leviticus IS the presentation of the truth
to nl~n m an earlier state of regeneration, while that in Deuteronomy
describes the same truths as seen bv him in a more advanced state
and. the difference of the latter account from the Iorrner, just means
a. dJ~er('nce as to the arrangement of what is in his memory, or in
h~s ltfe both as to ~ood .and as to evil, 455 J-2. Jn the beginning of
hI;" life, a man who ,,"III not nllow b imself to be regenerated, j~
stimulated by selfish 10\"e to makr- usr- of his intellect to assume an
outward appearance of good, and by means .of it, to repress his
sen~u.al and corporeal nature.: and this is what is represented in
LeVitICUS b~' the coney follow injr the camel and preceding- the hare
and the swme. Rut when such a person has advanced in tife has
confirmed himself in evil by falsity, and is approaching the sta'te of

p
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his J udgmerit, then sensual and corporeal love begin to gain the
dominion, 'and the intellect becomes their servant as well as the
servant of selfish love, and consequently it is degraded; and this is
what is represented in Deuteronomy by the coney following the
hare and preceding the swine, For in the final state of everyone
t~ intellect is according to the prevailing affections evil or good,
and the arrangement of the various powers of marr's complex life,
not only during the period of probation but to eternity, is from the
Lord in ag-reenlcnt with the state of the man, Hence we now see
why the change we are considering occurs, and in some respects
what it means. in regard to the unregenerate. But on the other
hand to the regenerating man, there is now not only a caution
against the appropriation of evils, but also a clearer view of what
he himself would become, as to the intellect, were he not regenerated.
And to these remarks it is worth while to add that the signification
of the coney is confirmed by Ps. civ, 18, when we consider the
correspondence of the rock in this connection as denoting truth
without love.

9. Eating of all that are in the water's whatsoever hath fins and
scales, denotes that the spiritual man may appropriate truths drawn
Irorn the Divine Word provided they are cultivated with a view to
progress in life, and are expressed or embodied in ultimates or in
g ood works, 21R7. 2702,40,991,4381-4383,

10. Not eating whatsoever ha~h not fins and scales, and its being
unclean, denotes that truths which are not thus adopted are impure
because held lrom merely natural motives, and therefore they cannot
be appropriated, 2187, ver. 9, Lev. xi. 9-10.

I I. U Of all clean birds ye may eat, n denotes that all thoughts
that relate to heavenly things, and are not contaminated with evil
(nay be appropriated, 4545, 40, 2187.

12. By the ea!7le are denoted inmost falsities proceeding from the
abuse of the :at!onal fa~~lty as to the will, 3901; by the gier eagle
are denoted sirnilar falSI ~Ie~ as to ~l~e underst~nding, 390 I; and by
!hc ospray are denoted Similar falsities as to life or action, because
It also was an eagle, 3901 iKitto : art. "Ozniyah ").

• 13·. The g,l~de, the falcon, and the kite after its kind, denotes
rnterlo~ falSities. of the same kind, inmost, interior, and external
~cco~dlng to their nature, because all these are birds of prey of an
Infcrlor order cOtnpa:ed with the ~agles, 7i~, ~66, 988, Job xxvii. 7.

I n the corresponding passage In Lev. XI. 14 only two birds are
naln~d, but here. thcre arc three, thus indicating falsities having
relation to the 'VIII, understanding and life. It is -remarkable, how
~ver, t~~t the Hebrew word here translated glede is rendered kite
In. L:vttlcu;;. also that the word he:e rendered [ale on is translated
hite In .A. l:, and lastly that the third Hebrew word is here trans
lated hitc, It thus. appearing- that all the three have been rendered
by the saln~ English word, and that some kind of kite is meant bv
each. .Again, the first of these three words is translated uulture in
~ev. XI. 14; the ~econ? is so translated in Job xxviii, i; and the third
IS so translated In this verse of A. F., from which it would appear
that each .\vas a l~ind of vulture. And thus all this clearly shows
that, notwlthstandl!1g the labours of learned, enlightened, and pious
men, ~oth naturalists and hebra ists. yet we do not know exactly
what birds are really meant by these three Hebrew words. \Ve may

be certain, however, from the context, that they were inferior birds
of prey to those mentioned in the previous verse, and therefore that
they denote a series of falsities less intense than they, and certainly
more so than do the ravens which follow, at the same time that we
feel sure of the preservation of the Masoretic Hebrew text of the
holy Word, and thus of the literal sense thereof as the basis of the
higher senses.

And again, before proceeding, it is necessary to say a little more
with regard to the first of these three words , which is considered to
be the same word as the former of the two in Lev. xi. 14, although
the first letter is not the same, concerning which see Kitto : art.
"Daah." Now admitting the truth of the observations there made, we
are yet not under the necessity of admitting that there has been an
error in the preservation of the Word, but on the contrar;r, we must
affirm that this error in appearance really is a part of the original Word
itself as written by Moses, and that therefore it remains, because
it indicates something special in the internal sense the meaning of
which we cannot tell. But the angels can tell, and were it permitted
could show exactly why the first letter of this word is not the same
as in Lev. xi. and elsewhere. For we read that" under the Divine
Providence it has come to pass that the Word, and chiefly the Word
of the Old Testament, has been preserved as to every jot and point
from the time when it was written.. I t has also been shown to me
out of heaven that not only every expression, but also every syllable,
and what seems incredible, every least curve of a syllabic, in the
Word, involves, in the original tong-ue, something- holy, which is
rendered perceptible to the angels of the inmost heaven; that such
is the case I am able to assert positively, but I k now that it transcends
belief," 9394.

Hence then, we see that a merely critical study and investig-ation
of the Word in its literal sense, valuable as it undoubtedly is in
confirming and illustrating higher truths, is as nothing compared
with the fact of the preservation of the literal sense intact, and of
the overwhelming evidence of that fact contained in the spiritual
sense. For unless the literal sense had been most strictly preserved,
it could not have been a complete medium for conveying the spiritual
sense, such as we now k now that it really is. And it follows, that
since the spirit and life of the Word are from the Lord Himself,
therefo:e the literal sense, as the ultimate expression of the spiritual
sense, 15 so also.

14. Every raven after its kind, denotes ult imru c falsities of the
same kind, according- to their nature, 866, 775, IA·V. xi. 15.

. IS, _This vcrs~ and the' nr-x t r e fcr to nbusr-s of t hr- natural p{)\vers,
Just as the prr-vrous versos do to abuses of the rat ional powers, Thr
ostrich denotes inmost falsitje's from evil, S,one Ex]». under Lam.
iv . .3; the night hawk denotes interior falsit ics Irorn evil; and the
seamew denotes external falsities from r-vil, all of tlu- first deg-re('
there. according- to the series; the hawk denotes inmost falsities from
evil, Job. xxxix. 26:

16. The little cJ\\"1, denotes interior falsities from evil, 866, 4967;
the .great owl, denotes external falsities from evil of the second derrreo
there; and the horned owl, denotes ultimate or lowest falsities from
evil of the third degree there, according- to the series, 866, 4q6i.

17· Also whatever relates to the abuse of the sensual affections.
namely, the pelican, denoting inmost falsities; the vulture denoting
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interior falsities; and the cormorant denoting external falsities, of
the first degree there, according to the series, Ps, cii. 6, 50447, 955 22 ;

18. The stork, the heron after its kind, and the hoopoe, denote
.....alsities inmost, interior according to their nature, and external of
the second degree there, according to the series; and the bat, denotes
falsities of the lowest kind in the third degree there, Isaiah ii. 20,

&)3 2 '1 , 10,5 82.

19. 1\11 wiriged creeping things, denotes every thought flowing from
the evil of the corporeal will, which is really selfish but assumes the
appearance of what is spiritual, 9331, 8764; being unclean, denotes
irnpurity spiritually, 10,13°; and not being eaten denotes that they
nlay not be appropriated, 2187.

20. "Of all clean fowls ye nlay eat," denotes that all pure and
holy thoughts which flow in from the Lord through the heavens
may be appropriated, 4545, 40, 218i.

Here a distinction is clearlv to be Blade between "Towls " and
"birds," and thus between verses eleven and twenty, the fowls
evidently denoting lower affections and thoug-hts than the birds. And
here also it is necessary to make some reruarks on the difference
between these verses and those corresponding- in Lev. xi. 13-19.
'[here the word translated cormorant is named before the great 0\\'1,

but here it occurs before the stork, in other respects the literal series,
and consequently the spiritual, being the same. Some spiritual truth
therefore underlies this change, and it appears to be similar to that
already noticed in connection with the coney and the hare. That is.
it arises from a new arrangement of the affections and mental powers
of man, when he comes into a more decided state of confirmed evil
and falsity, and when, therefore, the falsities appertaining to the
natural d(\grce of his mind become conjoined more closely with his
sensual life, so that he is, as it were, spiritually inverted. But what
is meant by this, will appear from the study of the series, Lev. xi.
16- 17. For in each division of seven terms the fourth, fifth, and
sixth have relation to what is of the intellect, and the cormorant as
being- the ultimate embodying the t\VO degrees just above it, denotes
the intellect of the natural degree, and its position in the series
shows, in the case of the man whose ruling tendency is evil, that
he is making' use of his intellectual powers of will, understanding,
and action, only to restrain the Sensual, that he may appear out
wardly moral and upright fro In the love of himself and the world,
but not for the sake of his regeneration. But when he is advanced
in his evil course, and his state bCCOlllPS such :IS is described in
I)euterOn0I11V, then his intellect is degraded, becoming altogether
sensual, which is represented by the change in the position of the
birds named in the series; and of course there is a hidden reason
why the exact position of the cormorant is now as the ultimate of
the inmost degree of the Sensual; and why the great owl, the horned
owl, and the pelican and the vulture are now ","here the," arc,
Observe, however, that, accordirur to this chapter, the deg'rces of
man's life in their succession remain intact, because the substance of
one degree cannot become that of a higher or lower degree, T.e.!?
280 2

; that, in the case of the bad man, because his degrees are not
properly terminatod , the influx of life from the Lord, passes through
the higher degrees and is perverted, 51453; and that, therefore, the
arrangenl~ntof truths or falsities with man by the Lord, is according
!o the rult.ng love of the man ; s.o that, although his degrees remain
In successive order, yet the quality of the n13t1 nlny ,'ary during- the

course of life; and that this is w hn t is signified in our chapter by
the birds having their position in the series changed.

And hence now w e may see, generally, that the quality of the
understanding of everyone varies wit h the quality of his prevailing
state, as to affection; and how careful a man should be in purifying
hirnself from evil affections.

21. Not eating of anything that dieth of itself, denotes non
appropriation of any natural affection which is void of spiritual life,
because it has not been purified by contlict against evil, 2 lSi, 4 17 1 ;

to die of itself and not to do so by deliberate action on man's part,
denotes not being purified by conflict against evil, 1408; giving it
unto the stranger that is within thy gates, that he may eat it,
denotes the acknowledgment that it is a merely natural affection,
although under control by truths, 5619, 14-61, 2J24-, 2187; selling it
to a foreigner, denotes that it is essentially evil and must be alienated,
4758, i996; the Israelites being a holy people unto the Lord their
God, denotes that the spiritual man is conjoined by love and truth to
the Lord, 3654, 8042, 125Q, 2001; and not secthing- a kid in its
mothcrs mil k , dr-notr-s t hn t IH~ must not fllill~I,' t lu- J.~Cl( HI of i nflcl{','IU'"

of n latter stntc w it h II".. uut h of iIlIHH'c"H'(' of It fClI .tlC'1 Nlut", 'UOI.

22. Sure-ly tithing- nil th .. incH'a"'.· of IIa.\' ",,'c'cI, '''I\t ",hkh ."oIlIC'III
forth of the field "ear bv vr-nr , denotes that he' shall surely n-«:r ilH~ to
the Lord all the "'increase of g-ood and truth wit hin hilil which he
receives from Him successivclv in the course of reg-eneration, 1738,
tJ749, 297 1 , 488. "

23. Eating before the Lord thy God in the place which I-Ie. sl~all

choose to cause His name to dwell there, denotes the appropnatlon
in a holy state where good and truth arc conjoined, 2187, 2001, 2625,
3900'\ 3877, 1293, 8269; the tithe of thy corn, and thy wine, and
thine oil, and the firstlings of thy herd and of thy flock, denotes the
good and truth of 'emains whether it be natural, spiritual, or
celestial, and whether it be external.or internal, 5i 6. 3580, 51 Ii, 886,
3519, 6126; and "that thou mayest learn to fear the Lord thy God
always," denotes that thus he J11ay advance in the knowledge of the
truth, and in the practice of goodness to eternity, 3820.f, 2826, 2001.

. 24. The \vay being too long for thee. so that thou art not able to
carry it, because the place is too far from thee, denotes that if, as
yet, the doctrine of Divine Truth be beyond his cornprchension , so
that the state of Rood cannot be rr-a lized, becausr- the conjunction of
good and truth is remote, 2234, 2625, 9500; and the place which t he
Lord thy God shall choose to set his narne there, \\"I1('n the Lord t hv
C;od shall bless thee, dr-notcs t hr- state of good, and the conj unct ion
of good and truth and with the Lord, 3C)oo t 38ii, 1293, 8269 , 3514.

25· Turn irur the sacrifice which he could not carry into money, or
in other words, giving it for money, denotes the rejection, as yet, of
the state of good which could not be realized, 4i58, 5619, 2954;
binding up the money in his hand, denotes confirming the truth in
its power, 6375, 2954, g7g; and going unto the place which the Lord
thv God shall choose, denotes approaching to the conjunction of good
with truth. 3335, 2625, 2001, 39004.

26. Besto""ing the money for whatever thy soul desireth , denotes
procuring' to himself whatever is in agreenlpnt with his inmost life,
475 8 , 56 19, 2954, 1040, 926<) ; for oxen, or for sheep, or for wine or
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for strong drink, or for whatever thy soul asketh. of thee, denotes
thus either for natural or spiritual good or truth, with all the know
ledge in harmony therewith, 2180, 5 [17, 683, ~~v: x. 9, 3385; and
eating' there before the Lord thy God, and rejoicing thou and ~hy
household, denotes the appropriation of goo~ ackno.\vledged as com!ng
Irorn the Lord, and inmost delight combined with external enjoy-
merit, 2187, 3900", 2001, 8037, 3654, 8890.

27. Not forsaking the Levite that is within thy gates, because he
hath no portion nor inheritance with thee, denotes that thus shall
the good of charity in th.e natural man, be fully pre~erved, and no
longer neglected, this being acknowledged to be entirely f~om the
Lord both as to thought and affection, 10,017, 232 4, 6110, 409i,
chap. x. 9, 683.

28. L\t the end of every three years, bringing forth all the tithe of
thine increase in the sarne year, and laying it up within thy gates,
denotes that, besides which, there shall be with the spiritual man a
state of solf-exarnination ; and remains shall be implanted in the
external man in all completeness, 2788, 1806, 1738, 488, 6749, 5295,

232 4.

29. The Levite, because he hath no portion nor inheritance with
thee, "denotes the holy good of charity, entirely fr~m the Lord in
thought and affection, ver. 27; the stranger, or sojourner, denotes
the state of instruction, 1463; the fatherless, denotes truth which
earnestly desires good, and widows denote good which earnestly
desires truth, 3i0319; to be within the gates is to be preparing for
conjunction with the internal man, 2324; to come, denotes to
approach to such conjunction, 1853; to eat and be satisfied, denotes
the appropriation of a sufficiency of good and truth, 2187; and the
Lord thy God blessing thee in all the work of thy hands which thou
doest , denotes in order that there Inay be full conjunction of the
spiritual man w ith the Lord, as to both good and truth in every
action that proceeds from his essential ruling love, 2001, 35 14, 878.

'The first section of this chapter is an introduction to the whole
subject of it; and therefore it describes, generally, the state of the
I nternal of the man of the church, first, as to good from which truth
is derived, and secondly, as to truth leading to good, the former state
being signified by the Israelites as the sons of the Lord their God,
and the second by the same, as a holy people unto the Lord their
God. And therefore three injunctions are given, forbidding the
separation of truth from good in the will ; in the understanding; or
in the life by the appropriation of evil in the natural or external
man. And now considering the first of these, namely, the act of
those who when mourning for the dead cut themselves, the refer
ences plainly show how it represents grief on account of the loss
of truth, or of the separation of truth from good in the w ill ; and
the same rcrnark is applicable to the second, namely. rnaking any
baldness between the eyes for the dead. But there is another aspect
of these things, which is presented when we further consider that
by the dead are signified those in merely natural delights, 813 , and
thence those delights themselves, which the truly spiritual man has
rejected. For although this is so, does it follow that he also ceases
to regret the loss of those delights? And if we examine ourselves,
we may discover that we have not indeed fully ceased to do this.
But the law of our life from the Word on this matter is clearlv
expressed correspondentially by our not cutting ourselves, or making
baldness between the eyes for the dead. That is, the truly spiritual

man is not to mourn on account of the loss of merely natural
delights, either such as belong to the will or. to the understandin.g o
And moreover, the perfected spiritual man in heaven never does this.
l....or he has there his Iegit irnate natural delights; and he would
regard wi th abhorrence the natural delights, which before regene~a
tion, appeared to be everything to hi!n. And now theref?~e \Vhl}e
we are in the course of our regenerauon, let us be .very ~~ltgen.t In
obeying the spiritual law, And here, too, before leaving this subject,
we may also question. very strongly. the. propr}ety ?f many of ~he
mourning customs, which have prevailed In ancient tlJ?1es and which
actually prevail in modern times, Not that natural grief for the loss
of those who have been near and dear to us in this life is to be
condemned and to have no sympathy; but that, according to the
progress of spiritual kno\,\oled&e concerning the co~tinuance of life to
eternity, so should our mourning CUSt0J11S be 111~dlfied ~nd regula~ed..

And now, before finishing our remarks on this section something
is to be said about the appropriation to which eating corresponds..
For as a matter of fact this thing is as important spiritually as. if
is naturally. rfhe. human body, un~ess it \v.ere regula.dy. supplied
with suitable nourishment, would quickly perish. And It IS equally
true that the spiritual life of the soul 111USt be supplied with nourish
rnent even to eternity. ln one word, therefore, appropriation, or in
other words, continually making the life of love and. trut.h, .which
we receive from the Lord, our own life, by embodying It In our
spiritual constitution, without in the slightest degree ascribing- it
to ourselves selfishly, is all-important to us. And in this respect we
have to remernberv that the laws of digestion, of assimilation, and
of discrimination, like the ordinary natural processes, are from the
Lord, and are controlled by Him; and therefore, if there is anything
wrong with us in this respect, spiritually, it has occurred, either
from some fault of our ow n , or from some evil states and conditions
of which we have not been aware, and for which we are not
responsible. ..

The second section is interesting, us giving the names of several
animals that mav be eaten, which are not mentioned in the parallel
passage of Lev."' xi. 2-3; and considering what has been already
shown as to the general spiritual sense of Deuteronomy, the reason
is obvious. The spiritual man, in his advanced state is better
acquainted with his constitution than he was at first; and he is now
able to see distinctions which in an earlier stage of his life he could
not sec. The mention of these animals here, therefore, suggests the
thought that the more a person comes into the conscious life of love,
the more clearly will he perceive the particulars of goodness and
truth relating to himself; and more also will he comprehend his
proper usc, and be able to fulfil it. For in the first fervour of the
new life the doing of good and kind actions almost without dis..
crimination is considered as an example of practical religion, and it
is true so far; but experience finally shows that the more perfect
manifestation of the true heavenly state consists in everyone showing
his love to the Lord and the neighbour by the zealous and intelligent
performance of that function in the Grand Man for which he is
especially fitted, of course with all due regard to the just performance
of the public duties of charity, according to what is required. And
thus, the prince of an angelic society but consults for the good of
the whole, by doing his own work truly and well, and the humblest
member thereof can do no more ; nor will those engaged in the
various forms of use between these two, fail to perform also their
social and public uses with delight as well as their own special
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function. In short, there is such a perfect arrangement and harmony
in each heavenly society, on account of each person acting from the
pure love of good and truth, that nothing whatever can be conceived
as being 1110re orderly and more harmonious, as proceeding from the
united activity of free finite beings.

But we must now proceed to the third section, upon which a long
commcn tary is the less.' necessary, as the notes in connection with
the explanation already given of it, supply what is chiefly needed.
But as this chapter, as well as the corresponding chapter in Leviticus,
prescribes laws to the Israelites, as to what animals should be eaten,
and what should not, something' Inay here be said on flesh-eating
by man, For the question may arise in the mind, as to whether it
is absolutely right or wrong' to eat the flesh of animals, And there
fore it nlay be useful here to quote the following : "Eating the flesh
of animals, considered in itself, is something profane. For in the
I\10st Ancien t time, they ne~er ate the flesh of any beast or bird; but
only grain, especially bread made of wheat, also the fruits of trees,
vegetables, milk, and such things as were made from milk, as butter.
'1'0 slaughter animals and eat their flesh was to thern unlawful,
being regarded as like the act of wild beasts. They only obtained
Irorn them services and uses, as is also evident from Gen. i. 29-30 •

But in the course of tinle, when men began to be cruel, like the wild
beasts, yea, more cruel, they then first began to slaughter animals,
and to eat their flesh; and because men had become such, therefore
it was p~mitted, and is also permitted at this day. And so far as
man does this conscientiously, it is lawful ; for his conscience is
formed of all those things which he believes to be true, thus which
he regards as lawful. At this day, therefore, no one is condemned
for eating flesh," 1002.

Now from this interesting passage it may be seen that flesh-eating,
considered in itself, is not good or right for human beings; that it
did not commence until man became degraded; that now it is only
permitted, but not approved, according to Divine law ; and yet that
no person is ever condemned for it, because his motive in adopting
the custom lnay be good and conscientious. And to this it Inay be
added, that while a pure vegetable and Iarinacr-ous diet is evidently
the best and wisest for man, yet hereditary conditions and other
causes, 111ay render a mixed diet more suitable for many, But this
Seel11S quite certain, namely that bread as the correspondent of
spiritual nourishrncnt, generally, has, intrinsically, a higher significa
tion than flesh; and that while we can well imagine the ang-els in
their heavenly homes partaking of bread and wine, or rather the
spiritu:lI. food that exactly corresponds to these, it is hardly possible
to conceive that any heavenly food, although it may be represented
by flesh, .actu~lIy corresponds thereto, or does so in a superior degree;
but see, in this connection, 217i, 4581, IO,oi9, 218i,

With regard to the fourth section there is no difference between
it and the corresponding passage in Leviticus as far as the fishes
arc concerned; but we notice the direction, "Of all clean birds ye
may eat, U which does not appear there. And this, if it is considered
spiritually, shows that the man of the church, in his state of advance
mont, is better able to distinguish between bad thoughts and good
thoughts, such as those to which birds correspond, than he was in
the beginning of his religious experience. For he now knows "vhat
pure th?ugh~s ~rc; and it can scarcely be said that he distinguished
clearly In this respect, at first. Also we would here draw particular
attention to the teaching- concerning- the fishes. I t is well known,
that all young people "rho are religiously instructed, either in their

homes, in their schools, or in their churches, acquire a great deal
of elementarv knowledge on spiritual things; and it is also well
known that this knowledge, at that time, has very little of spiritual
life in it· and therefore we may see the reason why it is compared
to the fls'h that are in the waters. But there is a little, with SOI1le
young people more, and with others less. But with a great many,
this knowledge, is allowed to abide in the memory only, and is just
like a fish not having fins and scales, because it is not thought
about, and it is not put forth in any acts that are useful. And what
is true of children, is also true of some adults. They have religious
knowledge, but they make no use of it. And what is the natural
consequence? They make no progress, mentally, or morally. And
hence, then, the great lesson of this section is that knowledge of
which we make no use does not become a part of our life. Or in
other words, we do not, spiritually, eat it. But, on the contrary,
when we do begin to think about our knowledge drawn from the
Word of the Lord, which is the great fountain and ocean of know
ledge, and especially when we begin to practise it, then it is like
those fishes, which have fins and scales, and \\'C 111ay spiritually eat
it. And if we do this with our knowledge the Lord will see that
we digest it, and will enable us to get, spiritually, strong and
healthy. And lastly, what is true of those thoughts which are
compared to fishes, is also true of those purer thoughts which come
into our minds from the Lord and the angels, and which are COIn·

pared to the birds of the heavens. Hence, then we see how useful
it is to understand the spiritual sense of this fourth section.

And now, with regard to the fifth section, which forbids the ea ting
of certain birds, and which represents therefore, the non-appropria
tion by the spiritual man of the various falsities to which these birds
correspond; and of which an explanation of - the particular points
connected with it, has already been vgiven, it need not detain us
further than by observipg, that, in the judgment of every one after
death, there is, on the part of the evil, the appropriation of i hese
very falsities, and of the good, according to the laws here laid down,
the appropriation of the opposite truths, which are signified by all
clean birds, and all clean [owls, the former evidently rf'pre"-ienting
interior thoughts with the-ir affections, and the latter exterior thoughts
with their affections. For it is a fact, that requires to be well
observed, that no one rnakr-s any falsity or truth an organic, and
permanent part of his spiritual life, except such as agree with his
life, falsities only ag-reeing with evil, and truths only agreeing with
goodness. The wicked J11an, therefore. as to the full appropriation
of the falsities he has made his own during- his state of probation,
is here represented as a whole, by aJl that is particularly said about
the birds; and it is this that causes the degradation of the under
standing of the wicked which is represented in this account, by the
removal of the cormorant in the series to a different position, as
compared with that it occupies in Lev. xi. 17. But see the particular
explanation of this point above ~iven; and reflect that, while the
good man during his progress in life, is graduallv confirmed in truths
the wicked man is graduaJly confirmed in falsities.

But corning to the sixth sect ion, and reflecting also on its internal
sen~e, w e see the truth concerning- the appropriation of evil and
falsity by t he wicked in a clearer light. For there is a dist inct ion
between evils which a person contracts not by his own fault and
those which he deliberately chooses and confirms as mav appear
from the followinjr words : "\Vhat (evil) a man receives Irorn others
without his own fault is \\ hat in the Word is signified by what is
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SC!lLMARY OF THE SPIRITCAL SE~SE

'I'm: L"~NTENTS OF EACH VERSE

I. Concerning the state of freedom into which the spiritual 111al1
comes by T{'generation, verso 1-6.

2. That charity is to be practised by the spiritual mau towards
the natural I11an; nor is the former to allow selfish motives to
prevent this, lest when his course of life is completed, he should be
found void of charity; for by this he has conjunction with the Lord,
verso 7-11.

3. Concerning the free state of the natural 111an, both by regenera
tion and by reformation according to the state of individuals,
verso 12-18.

4. Good and truth are tu be ascribed to the Lord, and to be
appropriated by man; but imperfect states of good and truth are
only appropriated by the natural man, for the time being, while care
is to be taken that holy charity is not profaned. because it C001CS

by influx from the Lord, verso 19-23.

I. Vvhcn the state of re
g'cnera lion is completed by the
realization of good, the spirit
ual man no longer worships
the Lord f rom a sense of duty
only but from pure love.

3. For evil impulses indeed
must be restrained from 'a

? And this is effected ac
cording to Divine Truth as fol
lows: every state of obedience
to truth acknowledg-ed to be
Irorn the Lord, becomes a
state of obedience from the
love of good; and compulsory
obedience f rom a principle of
truth, or faith ceases, because
lov~ is now the motive of every
action.

3. Of a foreigner thou
mayest exact it: but what-

21 9

I. At the end of every
seven years thou shalt make
a release.

2. And this is the manner
of the release: every credi
tor shall release that which
he hath lent unto his neigh
bour; he shall not exact it
of his neighbour and his
brother; because the I .. ORI)'S

release hath been pro
claimed.

torn; but what he receives from himself thus by his own fault, in
the \Vord is signified by a carcase. . Hence it is that as in the
Ancient Church, so in the Jewish, it was forbidden to eat what
died of itself, or a carcasc, and also what was torn, on which subject
it is thus written in Moses, 'Every soul that eateth a carcase and
ioh a! is torn among the native and the sojourner, shall wash his
garrnents and bathe himself in waters, and be unclean until the.
evening, and then he shall be clean; and if he hath not washed, and
hath not bathed his flesh ... he shall bear his iniquity' (Lev. xvii.
15-16)," 4171. And from this also we see that all evil is appropriated
~y I11an, if he is not purified from it by regeneration and finally in
the Judgmen t w hich is denoted by evening, the evil which a man
deliberately chooses, being signified especially by that which dieth
of itself, or a carcase. And then, in our section, it is added, that
this "carease" may be given to a stranger, or sold to a foreigner
to denote that those who are under instruction may be affected with
it, and yet Inay control it, or that it is essentially evil and must be
alienated, or rejected, and not surely that any of our evils may be
communicated to others. But notice also, in this place, that although
there is no connection literally between the Israelites being a holy
people, and therefore not seething a kid in its mother's milk, there
is a very close connection spiritually, because when we are in an
advanced state of regeneration, signified by being" holy," we ought
not to "mingle the good of innocence of this latter state, with the
truth of innocence of a former state"; but, on the contrary we ought,
f rom our hearts, to "ascribe to the Lord all the increase of g-ood
and truth" appertaining to us in our advanced state, which is
denoted by the tithing.

But now, as regards this last section, interesting as it is, there
is not space for an extended review of it, as we have already exceeded
our usual limit for this commentary, A careful perusal, however, of
the internal sense, as given in the right-hand column, and a corn
parison of it with the explanations, will enable the student to realize
the important truths it contains. Consider, for example, all that is
invol~e~ in eating before the Lord in the place which He chooses;
!lO\V !t IS necessary t? take eve~y step of "the way " in the regenerat
Ing Iife : how sometimes, our Ignorance or weakness, may cause us
to feel that the goal is yet very far distant; how, in the meantime,
~{~ '.l1ust be content 'Yith the good we do realize, and must conjoin
It with truth, by obedience day by day, and this with all our pO\"'t~r;

how , at length, we shall come to the place chosen by the Lord,
namely, our ~enuine state of g-ood; how gladly then \VC shall, as it
were, part with our" money " for what our soul desires, or in other
words: pass from the. state of truth to the state of gocd; how we
shall Joyfully appropriate that good, or have it, as if it were our
own; how this state of g-ood will then be in our "gates tt as a
&l Levit» "; and how we shall acknowledge that that good is not our
own, but is from the Lord.

And then, too, how much pleasure shall we have in knowing that
our acknowledgment of the Lord will be complete and perpetual as

. is involved in t~e tithin.g b~ing- brought forth every three years; hov.'
mu~.h more delightful It W!II. be then for us to give, rather than to
receive; how we shall, spiritually, eat and be satisfied· and how
grand a thing- it will be then to have full conjunction with the Lord,
and ne~cr to do any work that dues not intensify this conjunction!

But Indeed, we rnay. think of all these things n0W, and thus be
strengthened more and more to run with patience and confidence
the course that is set before us. .
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soever of thine is with thy
brother thine hand shall
release.

4 0 Howbeit there shall be
no poor with thee; (for the
[oJORD w il l surely bless thee
in the land "'hich the L.ORD
thy God giveth thee for an
inheritance to possess it;)

50 If only thou diligently
hearken unto the voice of
the LORD thy God, to ob
serve to do all this com
mandrnent which I com
mand thee this day.

6. 170 r the LORI) thy God
wil l bless thee, as he pro
mised thee: and thou shalt
lend unto many nations, but
thou shalt not borrow : and
thou shalt rule over many
nations, but thev shall not
rule over thee. .,

70 If there be with thee a
poor man, one of thy
brethren, within any elf thy
gates in thy land which the
I-iORD thy God giveth thee,
thou shalt not harden thine
heart, nor shut thine hand
from thy poor brother:

8. But thou shalt surely
open thine hand unto him
and shalt surely lend hi~

sense of duty; but where
charity prevails, freedom from
self-compulsion follows.

4. Moreover. the state of
good shall never lack truth
in agreement with it, since
Divine Good conjoined to
Divine Truth causes the con
junction of truth with good
in the completed state of re
generation, when the external
man as well as the internal
realizes the heavenly life as his
inheritance and possession
Irorn the Lord.

5. Provided, however, that
there is earnest obedience to
the Word of the Lord, with
the man of the church, as to
every particular truth received
therefrom in every state of
regeneration.

6. For conjunction with the
Lord is sure "according to His
\ V·ord; and those who are in
charity are disposed to instruct
others in truths abundantly ac
cording to their good; but
they are not disposed to claim
good and tru th as their own :
while spiritual truth go,:ern~
all natural affections, but those
affections Olav not control
spi ri tual tru th~.

7. Again, if there be with
the man of the Spiritual
Church. external good affec
tions, these are by no means
to be neglected by the higher
affections and intellectual
po\vers , for these acknowledge
that they have no good in
themselves;

8. But yet that, from the
Lord, they can instruct the
lower affections in the higher

sufficient for his need in that
which he wanteth ,

9. Beware that there be
not a base thoug-ht in thine
heart, saying, '1 he seventh
year, the year of release,
is at hand; and thine eye
be evil against thy poor
brother, and thou give him
nought; and he cry unto the
LORD against thee, and it
be sin unto thee.

. 10. ~10U shalt surely
gIve him, and thine heart
shall not be grieved when
thou givest unto him: be
cause that for this thing the
LORD thy God shall bless
thee in all thy work, and in
all that thou puttest thine
hand unto.

I I. 1;or the poor shall
never cease out of the land:
therefore I command thee
saying, Thou shalt surely
open thine hand unto thy
brother, to thy needy and to
thy poor, in tllY land'.

J 2. I f thy brother, an
Hebrew man, or an l-Iebre,v
woman, be sold unto thee,
and s~rve thee six years;
then In the seventh year
thou shalt let him go ·iree
from thee.

truth and good of the church
according to their need.

9" And care is to be taken
lest evil thoughts from the
hells should prevail, and evil
should be confirmed instead of
good, and lest falsity instead
of truth should rule over the
principle of charity, and
charity is not exercised; for
thus the spiritual man is in
a state of digression because
he is averting himself from the
Lord.

10. For charity is surely to
be practised, and the best
affections are not to be con
taminated with evil or selfish
ness in the exercise thereof
since conjunction with th~
~ord is not only effected, but
IS preserved by good works ;
and good works are genuine
when they proceed from that
conjunction.

.1 ~. l\loreove.r, eyery truly
spiritual man IS conscious, in
the heavenly state, that he has
no good of his own ; and
therefore he should be impelled
by Divine Truth, and should
clearly perceive, that he should
freely communicate the truth
and g-ood he receives from the
~40rd to those who, respect
ively, need them.

12. j\gain, when the well
disposed natural affections of
the spiritual man, are alien
ated from the life of selfish
ness. whether they be affec
tions of truth or affections of
goodness, and become of
service to him by passing
through a full course of
temptations, and being obedi
ent from a principle of truth,
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13. 1\ nd w hen thou lettest
him go free from thee, thou
shalt not let him go empty:

14. 'I'holl shalt furnish
him liberally out of thy
flock, and out of thy thresh
ing-floor, and out of thy
winepress : as the IJoRD thy
God hath blessed thee thou
shalt give unto him.

15- And thou shalt re
member that thou wast a
bondman in the land of
Egypt, and the LORD thy
God redeemed thee: there
fore I command thee this
thing to-day.

16. And it shall be, if he
say unto thee, I will not go
out from thee; because he
loveth thee and thine house,
because he is wel l with thee:

17. Then thou shal t take
an :1\\'1, and thrust it
through his ear unto the
door, and he shall be th v
servant for ever. And also
unto thy ma idservn nt thou
shal t do"" likewise ,

then on the completion of that
course, they shall come into
a state of freedom by truth
confirmed. ""

I J. And in this case they
shall not be without the means
of supporting their acquired
state.

14. For the spiritual man
shall supply them abundantly
with heavenly charity, with
the good of truth, and with
the truth of good, exactly ac
cording to the degree in which
they can receive these gifts
from the Lord, through con
junction with Him.

15. And he shall remember
that he also has been under
the dominion of the merely
natural man; and that the
Lord by uniting in Himself the
Human with the Divine, re
deemed him, and that there
fore he enjoys the delight of
good perpetually.

16. But it shall happen, if
there is the perception tha t the
reforming natural affection, or
that the man who is in such
affection, cannot be other than
a man of the external church,
because his delight is to serve
the spi ritual man internally
and externally: and his ruling
love is to be subservient;

I,. Then still he shall have
r ommunication with the spirit
ual man, by means of the truth
confinncd," through the prin
ci ple of abed ience from t ru th ;
and thus he must remain to
eternity a man of the external
church, and of the ultimate
hea yen. And this shall be the
case also with those who are

18. I t shall not seem hard
unto thee, when thou lettest
him go free from thee; for
to the double of the hire of
an hireling hath he served
thee six years: and the
LORD thy God shall bless
thee in alJ that thou doest.

J9. All the firstling males
that are born of thy herd
and of thy flock thou shalt
sanctify unto the LORD thy
God: thou shalt do no work
with the firstling of thine
ox, nor shear the firstling of
thy flock.

201 Thou shalt eat it be
fore the LORD thy God year
by year in the place which
the LORD shall choose, thou
and thy household.

21 . And if it have any
blemish, as if it be lame or
blind, any ill blemish what
soever, thou shalt not sacri
fice it unto the I.J>I{D thy
God. ""

22. Thou shalt eat it
within thy gates: the un
clean and the clean shall eat
it alike, as the gazelle, and
as the hart.

only in natural good, as well
as with those who are only
in natural truth.

J 8. But the truly spiritual
rna n is not averse Irom the
genuine freedom of his natural
affections when thus reformed,
because he has been obedient
not only from a sense of duty,
but from the love of reward
as well, and has passed
through some temptations ac
cording to his state; and there
fore he has full conjunction
with the Lord in the spiritual
as well as in the natural
degree.

19. Again, every principle
of charity conjoined with
faith, is to be ascribed to the
I...ord, and is to be sanctified,
whether it belong to the
natural or to the spiritual
rnan; neither can meritorious
works be performed by them.

.20. And thus heavenly g-~d

shall be appropriated in every
state, when there is conjunc
tion with the Lord, by the
conjunction of good with truth
both as to the internal and
external man.

2 I. But so long as charity
is imperfect, being contarni
natcd by evil affections, or by
falsity, or by what is merely
natural, it cannot give full
conjunction with the Lord,

~., But it Inay he appropri
ated by the external man, alike
by those who are internally
evil as hv those who are in
ternally good; and even the
lowest natural affections ann
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I~EFERENCES AND NOTES

r, Making a release at the end of every seven years, de~ote.s that
when the state of regeneration is completed by the realization of
good the spiritual I11an no longer worships the Lord from a sense of
duty only, but from pure love, 7 16, 1703, 2567 7 •

2. This being the mariner of the release, denotes that. it is efIec.ted
according to Divine Truth as follows, 1288; every creditor releasing
that which he hath lent unto his neighbour, denotes that every
state of obedience to truth acknowledged to be from the Lord,
becomes a state of obedience from the love of good, Luke vii. 4 1 ,

10253, 9174\2360; not exacting it of his neighbour or his brother,
denotes that compulsory obedience from a principle of truth ceases,
6852, 2360; and the Lord's release being proclaimed, denotes because
love is 'no\\' the motive of every action, 2001, 170 3, 25677

, 7955.

3. Exacting it of a forei~ner, but \vhatsoever. o! thine \Yi.th thy
brother, thine hand releasing, denotes that evil Imput.ses lnde~d,

11111st be restrained from a sense of duty, but where charity prevails,
freedom from self-compulsion follows, 79q6, 6852, 2360, 8i8, 1703,
25677

•

4. There being no poor among thee, denot~s that the state of good
shall never lack truth in a~reenlent with It, 445<)'" q20Q; and t hr
Lord surclv blessing thee in the land, which the Lord thy God
givpth the{~ for an inheritance to possess it, denotes that Divine
Good conjoined to Divine Truth causes the conjunction of truth with
good in the con~pteted state.of n .....~eneration, w~en the .ex~ernal. man
as well as the Internal rcalizr-s the heavenly life as his inheritnncr
and possession from the Lord, 200J, 35 14, 3i05, 8&)9, 2658.

5. "If only thou dili~ently h~arken unto the voic.e of the Lord
thy God, to observe to do all this commandment. which I command
thee this day," denotes provided that there is earnest obedience to
the \"'ord of the Lord, wit h the man of the church, as to every
particulnr truth received therefrom in every stat» of regeneration,
3654,2542 , 2 19 , 2 0 0 1 , 3382,5755, i O I O , 5486, 283~'

23. Only thou shalt not
eat the blood thereof; thou
shalt pour it out upon the
ground as water ,

thoughts may be affected by
it.

23. But still heavenly charity
111aV not be profaned, and is
to ';be carefully distinguished
Irorn merely natural affection,
as being the good of truth.

35 14, 2951 ; lending unto many nations., but not b?rrowing, denot~s
that those who are in charity, are disposed to Instruct o~hers In
truths abundantly according to their good; but they are not d:sproved
to claim good and truth as their 0\\'0, 9174, 1259; and ruhn& .over
many nations but their not ruli!,g over thee, denotes. that spiritual
truth governs all natural affections, but those affections may not
control spiritual truths, 3654, 1672, 1682, 1259.

7. "I f there be ~vith thee a poo~ man, one of thy ?reth~en, within
any of thy gates In thy land, which the Lor~ thy God giveth thee.
thou shalt not harden thine heart nor shut thine hand from thy poor
brother" denotes that if there be with the man of the Spiritual
Church' external good affections these are by no means to be
neglect~d by the higher affections and intellectual powers, for these
acknowledge that they have no good of themselves, 44594, 2360,
232 4, 3705, 8899, 7272 , 878, 50082.

8. Opening thine hand unto him and surely lending hi.m sufficient
for his need, denotes that, (rom the Lord, they can Instruct ~he

lower affections in the higher truth and good of the church according
to their need, 878, 9 1743

, 44594
, 683.

9. Being \vary lest there be a base thought in thine heart, denotes
that care is to be taken lest evil thoughts from the hells should pre
vail, because what is base, or worthless is of evil, and evil thoughts
flow in from the hells, 62°4, 7272; saying, denotes perception, 1822;
the seventh year, the year of release, being at hand, deno!es the
state when either good or evil is confirmed, ver. I, 5268; thine eye
being evil against thy poor brother, and givin~ h}m nought,. denotes
that falsity instead of truth rules over the principle o.f cha~lty, and
that charity is not exercised, 2973 5 , 2360, 8899; and his crying unto
the Lord against thee, find it being sin unto thee, denotes that t~us

the spiritual man is iff a state of digression, because he is averting
himself from the Lord, 375, 2001, 4997.

10. Surelv giving unto him, and thine heart not being grieved
when thou ~ givest unto him, denotes that charity is surely .to be
practised, and that the best affections are not to be contaminated
with evil, or selfishness, in the exercise thereof, 8899, 7272 , 5887;
.and for this thing the Lord thy God blessing thee in all thy \~rork,

'and in all that thou puttest thine hand unto, denotes that conjunc
tion with the Lord is not only effected but is preserved by good
works ; and ~ood works arc genuine when they proceed from that
conjunction, 8&)9, 2001, 35 14, 3934, 878, 683.

J I. The poor never ceasing out of the land, denotes that every
truly spiritual man is conscious, in the heavenly state, that he has
no good of his own, 4459 4 , 50082, 3i05; and" therefore I command
thee saying, Thou shalt surely open thine hand unto thy brother,
to thy needy, and to thy poor in the land," denotes that therefore
be should be impelled by Divine Truth, and should clearly perc~ivc
that he should freely communicate the truth and good he receives
from the Lord to those who, respectively, need them, 5486, 1822,

'878, 2360, 4459 4
, 683, 37°5·

6. The Lord thv God blessin~ thee as he promised thee, denotes
that conjunction wlth the Lord is sure according to His Word, ~OOT,

12. Bv a brother, a Hebrew man or a Hebrew woman, is denoted
a well disposed natural affection of the spiritual man, serviceable
to him, as to truth or as to good, 2360, 89i4; by being sold, in this

Q
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case is denoted being alienated from the life of selfishness, 4758;
by serving thee six years is denoted passing through a full course of
temptation, and being obedient from a principle of truth, 8975; and
by being set free in the seventh year, is denoted that on the comple
tion of the course there is a state of freedom by truth confirmed,
8976.

13. In letting him go free, not letting him go empty, denotes that,
in this case, such shall not be without the means of supporting their
acquired state, 8976, 17.

14. Furnishing him liberally out of thy flock, denotes that the
spiritual man shall supply him abundantly with heavenly charity,
3767; out of thy threshing floor, denotes with the good of truth,
6537; out of thy winepress, denotes with the truth of good, 6337;
and giving unto him as the Lord thy God hath blessed thee, denotes
exactly according to the degree in which they can receive these gifts
from the Lord through conjunction with Him, 88<)9, 2001, 35 14.

15. Remembering that he was a bondman in the land of Egypt,
denotes the remembrance that he also had been under the dominion
of the merely natural man, 8866; the Lord thy God redeeming thee,
denotes that the. Lord, by uniting in Himself the I-Iuman with the
Divine, redeemed the spiritual man, 2001, 8866; and therefore the
command being- given this day, denotes that therefore he enjoys the
delight of good perpetually, 5486, 1288, 2838.

16. It being, if he shall say unto thee, denotes that if it should
happen that there would be perception with the reforming natural
affection, or with the man in such affection, 4979, ver. 12, 1822;
not going out from thee, denotes not being other than a man of the
external church, 8987; and because he loveth thee and thy house, and
because he is well with thee, denotes that his delight is to serve
the spiritual man internally and that his ruling love is to be
subservient, 615, 3654, 8890, 4258, 8986.

J.7. Then taking an awl and thrusting it through his ear unto the
door, and his being thy servant for ever, denotes that then still he
shall have communication with the spiritual man, by means of the
truth confirmed through the principle of obedience from faith, and
that thus he must remain to eternity a man of the external church,
and of the ult imate heaven, 89R9, ~8990, 8991; and doing likewise
also unto thy maidservant, denotes that this should be the case also
with those who are only in natural good, as well as with those who
are only in natural truth, 8890.

18. It not seeming hard to the owner of the man, when he letteth
hirn go free, denotes that the truly spiritual man is not averse from
the genuine freedom of his natural affections thus reformed, 7272,
3654, ver. 12; serving six years to the double of the hire of an
hireling, denotes because he has been obedient not only from a sense
of duty, but from the love of reward as ","ell, and has passed
through some temptations according- to his state, 1713 , 8975, <)103,

Sooz ; and the Lord thy God blessing thee in all that thou doest,
denotes that therefore he has full conjunction with the Lord, in
the spiritual as well as the natural degree, 2001, 35 14, 5755.

19. All the firstling' males that are born of thy herd and of thy
flock, being sanctified to the Lord thy God, denotes that every prin-

Cl/APTER XV

ciple of charity conjoined with faith is to be ascribed to the Lord,
and to be sanctified, whether it belong to the natural or spiritual
man, 8042, 6126, 725; and not doing any work with the firstling
of thine. ox,. nor shearing firstling of thy flock, denotes that neither
can merrtorrous works be performed by them, 7893, 8890 •

20. Eating it before the Lord thy God year by year, in the place
which the Lord shall choose, thou and thy household, denotes that
thus heavenly good shall be appropriated in every state, when there
is conjunction with the Lord, by the conjunction of good with truth
both as to the internal and external man, 2187, 2001, 39004, 2625,
8890 •

2 I.. Having any blemish, being lame, or blind, or having any ill
blenush. whatsoever ~ denotes so long as charity is imperfect, being
contaminated by evil affections or by falsity, or by what is merely
natural, 6126, 7837, 210; and not sacrificing it unto the Lord thy
God, denotes that it cannot give full conjunction with the Lord,
923, 2001.

2.2- Eating it within thy gates; and the unclean and the clean
eating thereof alike, as of the gazelle and the hart, denotes that
it l11ay be appropriated by the external man, alike bv those who are
internally evil, as by those who are internally goo(f; and that even
the lowest natural affections and thoughts olay be affected by it,
2187, 2324, 10130 , 4545, 64 13.

23· Not eating of the blood; but pouring it upon the ground as
water, denotes that ~til.l he~venly charity may not be profaned, and
IS _carefully to be distinguished from merely natural affection, as
being the go?d of truth, 2187, 1003, 3728, 1733, 2702.

As \V~ begIn. our. commentary on this chapter, we notice a certain
connection of It with the former, which claims our attent ion. It is
the tithing. that was required to take place in the third year as
compared with the release that is here required to be made at the
end of every seven years. Now, of course, both these regulations
have r:ference t? a completed state of regeneration; but the third
year, like the. thl.rd day in Gen. L, rather denotes a complete state
as to. the real~~atlon of truth, and the seventh year, like the seventh
day In Gen. H., denotes a complete state as to the realization of
good, or lo~e. i\~d hence \V~ olay see the importance of this year
of release, In which the creditor was to set free the debtor which
means spiritually, that every state of obedience to truth ackriow
ledged to be from the Lord, becomes a state of obedience from the
love .of good. And further, not exacting a debt from his neighbour
or hIS brother, when the year of release comes, but being allowed
tc ~xact it of a foreig~er, denotes that compulsion, that is, com
pelhng ourselv~s to ?bedlence, ceases, when good gains the dominion,
but must contrnue In the case of one who has not yet realized the
state of good. But again the second teaching of our first section
in the internal ~ense is also well to be observed, namely, that the
state of good \\'111 never lack truth in agreement with itself which
is signified by there bein~ no poor among the Israelites. And here
it is the true Israelite that is meant, namely, the man who has
engaged in spiritual conflict, and has prevailed, 4287, and bv the
poor are meant those who are in need of ~ood and therefore of truth
92093

• And thirdly, consider both literally and spiritually, what is
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implied by the Israelites lending unto many nations but not borrow
ing, and also by their ruling over many nations but other nations
not ruling over them. For the teaching literally was certainly
calculated rather to increase the selfishness and love of dominion
in a people who were so strongly disposed thereto, and also to make
them, and others as well, think that riches, and honours, and power
over others, were the great essentials of the heavenly life, so far as.
this life, after death, was believed in; and how far that is from the
truth, is not only evident from the Lord's instruction in the Gospels,
but also from the innate character of selfishness. For how can it be
the case, as is too commonly supposed, that real happiness is to
be derived from the mere possession of wealth or power P And "tho
does not see that the love of con ferring benefits upon others, which
is really the Lord's love, and is involved in the thought of lending
unto many nations but borrowing of none, is the very essence of
heavenly goodness, and ought to be cultivated earnestly by every
one. And also what is the joy of having dominion over others,
when there is no sense of responsibility towards them, and no
pleasure in doing them any good, except a selfish pleasure? And
lastly it is worth while to reflect upon the real source of power,
or of the true love of dominion, signified by ruling over many
nations. For as the Lord is the source of all life, being life itself,
and thence of all love and intelligence, therefore He is also the
source of all power, so that, in fact, good and truth from Him have
all power iIi them, while evil and falsity derived from the selfish
life, have really no power at all. And yet it appears as if there
were very great power in selfishness, and nothing is more delightful
to evil spirits than to exercise dominion over others, when they are
permitted to do so in order to restrain the violence of others, and
thus to promote order, and submission in their own realm, although,
this is not done by them from any real desire to do good, but only
from the fear of the consequence of disorder. and the effect of their
sel fishness.

The spiritual teaching of the second section is so plain and so
important, that at first, any Calument seems to be unnecessary,
because the very truth seems to descend even into the literal sense.
'For in the heavenly state, to which the land of Canaan corresponds
In the best sense, everyone without exception, will be in a state of
g.,ood or charity, and therefore, will not cease to do good fr orn charity.
hut as the land of Canaan also represents the church; and the rnan
of the church on earth, although charity is his ruling motive, is not
:15 yet, a f~lIy regenerated man, it is evident that there may be a
tendency ""I.th him, to n~g-le~t tl~e duties of charity, against which
tendency this whole section IS directed. Just here, therefore, it is
well for ev~ry member of the church to be continually on his guard;
to. n?te with gr~at care whether his action do proceed from the
pn~clple of chanty or not; to be most anxious lest merely selfish
feelings should mingle themselves with his actions towards others;
and a.1 so to consid:r carefully with himself, as far as this is possible
lest, In the exercise of his charity, he should fail to distinguish
cl:ar.1Y as to \vh~t constitutes "a poor man, one of thy brethren.
~vlthln thy gates. For a poor man may Olean one who is deficient
I~ worldly possessions; or one, not being deficient in worIdly posses
srons, .\\-ho may yet be deficient in goodness or truth which we can
!lclp him to obtain; or he may be one who is "poor in spirit" that
IS, who .3ckno\vledges that he has nothing of good from himself:
and a~aln, that the ex~r:ssion "poor:' does not r:tean precisely the
same In every case, spiritually, IS evident from Its use in ver, 4.

and in this section, since there is a sense in which there are no
poor in heaven and a sense in which heaven is the inheritance of
the poor, the former teaching that no one in heaven shall lack truth,
and the latter that no one there shall ascribe good to himself, but to
the Lord.

But in ver. 7 a poor man means the natural man in need, or the
external affections, in need of help from the Internal, as appears
from the signification of "one of thy brethren," 1222, and also of
being within the gates, 2324, and are we not all conscious, how
much our natural man needs the help of our spiritual man? For
when the spirit is willing the flesh is often weak, and therefore
we must not harden our hearts, nor shut our hands against our
poor brother in any sense.

And now we may very profitably consider how there are two states
in which a man may be in the general state which is called the year
of release. For this on the one hand fully represents the state of
the regenerated man in which his natural degree becomes free from
debt, and voluntarily co-operates with the higher degrees, and on
the other the state of the unregenerated man in which his heart is
finally hardened, and his intellect is entirely closed, against any
feelings of charity, or any desire to retain the truth consciously in
his memory. Let us then choose now the u good part" (Luke x. 42);

.and then when our seventh year comes, we shall realize in two
senses that the poor shall never cease out of the land, which means
first our continual consciousness that we have no good of our own,
and secondly that we shall never lack the opportunity and the joy
of ministering to the good of others, who will always be in need
of those things which, from the Lord, we are able to supply.

The third section is especially interesting, because it describes,
under the figure of a Hebrew manservant or maidservant the
regeneration, or more strictly speaking, the reformation, of a peculiar
person of the external church who corresponds in the Grand Man
of heaven, to the skln, and who therefore finds his eternal abode in
the ultimate or lowest heaven, just within the entrance, 8977. Now
this circumstance enables us to see how it is that the Lord out of
His Divine Love, and according to His Divine Wisdom, has pro
vided that all shall have the opportunity of being saved, who possibly
can be saved. For these men of the ultimate heaven are like
servants; and therefore although they never come into the realization
of the love of good and truth, or in other words of' the love the
Lord and the neighbour, are yet capable of being neither the
heavenly kingdom, because they have fought against evil, and have
been obedient, and thus, have confirmed the truth in themselves,
without having a real love of good, and without having parted with
the selfish love of reward ; and thus, in this \vay they are spiritual
hirelings, ver. 18.

But the study of this subject is not only profitable as illustrating
the universal love of the Lord; it ought also to be a stimulant to
the man of the church in his endeavour to acquire the true heavenlv
love, which has no selfishness in it whatever. For we may be sure
that the Lord, in His Word, and especially in the New Testament.
would never have given the commandment that our love should
become unselfish, if such love had been impossible of attainment.
and besides, who ever thinks very highly of those who only do right
for the sake of reward ? And who cannot ~ep, on reflect ion , that
genuine heavenly Jove, must br-, like the Lord's love, cnt irr-lv
unselfish.

And now, therefore, "'C notice in proceeding, this genuine
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character of the man of the internal church, who provides liberally
for those of the external church, and thus, too, how th:se spiritu;;l
hirelings yet have a real love of good and truth-according to their
state, because they are not outside of heaven, and because they
have fought against evil; have overcome; and are,. therefore, not
without conscience, since they have confirmed truth In ~hem~elves:
.. But again, seeing the character of the persons ~escrlbed In this
section, we can all the better understand the peculiar ceremony to
be observed with regard to thef!1' when fully: ref~rmed: The servant
who, of his own free-will, decided to remain with hl.s maste~, was
brought to the door, or door-post, and his ear was pierced with }In
3\VI. Of course, literally, we can see no reason why such a thIng
should be done. But spiritually it becomes evident. The persons
represented are just within heaven, an~ t~us th~y are at the door.
They have therefore perpetual communication with the angels, and
the Lord· for the door denotes this. But again, the ear corresponds
to obedience ; and it is by their obedience, that i~,. their love of obey
ing, that they are fixed in their permanent positton, the a\vl. re~re
senting the truth which is confirmed by them. And even the ple~clng

of the ear, is distinctly representative of the fa~t that the higher
degrees of their life have not ~e~n pr?perly termln~ted, and conse
quently, opened, so that the DIVine Life flows, as It \ver~, ~hroug.h

them, and rests. in the degree which is term1f~at~d, that IS, In their
obedience, 5145. And thus we may see how It IS, that ~n angel of
an in ferior heaven can never become an angel of a superior heaven,
of which the corresponding degree in him is not properly terminated.
And hence it is said of the servant, or spiritually, of the natural man
here spoken of, "he shall be his servant for ever." And now fina!ly
there is another point. Specifically, the manservant .denotes him
who is just within the ultimate heaven; but in the unlversa! sen~e

he 'may denote the ultimate natural of every angel; and In this
sense nlay see how the propriut1l or selfish principle remains in the
ultimate of our life in heaven (H.H. 158), and is made the means
of the various changes of state which we shall experience there.
But we come at this point to our last section.

Having seen that during man's regeneration he is in an apparently
mixed state of evil and good, and consequently of falsity and truth,
it follows that great care is necessary in discriminating these states;
and that this is to be done, because to mingle the holy, and the
relativelv unholy, is profanation; and this is one of the things which,
above aOIl others, the Lord, in His Divine Providence, prevents as
much as it is possible consistently with man's freedom. And th~t

is one reason whv we have the law before spoken of, and here agam
mentioned, namely, that the Lord can only be worshipped, and that
good can only be appropriated, in the place which He shall choose,
that is in a state of genuine love to Him and of charity to the
neighbour. This true wor-ship and appropriat ion , therefore, is signi
fied- by the offering- of the firstlings of the herd and of the flock to the
Lord. And here it, of course, involves the sincere acknowledgment
that all the faith and love we have is derived from the Lord. We
are not, however, on that account, to suppose, either that we must
not make any effort to obtain a true faith and a true love, or that
we may not appropriate these, just as if they were our own, On
the contrary, it is just in proportion as our worship is genuine that
we Illay do this safely. And this is particularly mentioned now,
because everyone ough-t to be duly conscious that he is capable of
pcrforrninp some use, which others cannot so well perform, for the
~tory of the Lord, and for the general good, and this without any

idea of meriting thereby. For the idea of merit is not heavenly
but worldly,

But the other point which is particularly to be noticed, is ~hat

the impure and imperfect affections of our life, represented by things
having a blemish, by the lame, and by the blind, are not to be
devoted to the Lord, because, in fact, they cannot be so. d~voted.
And yet it is said that such affecti0I!s m~y be "eaten" Within 0';1r
gates, that is, may be so far approp~late~ In external states, .whereln
they may be a means of use. But In this case, great care IS n~ces

sary, lest we imagine that we may indulge merely. na~ural a.ffectlons,
such as are denoted by the gazelle and the hart, with impunity, For
we may depend upon it, that all such affections are evil, whenever
they are indulged. That is, they are so, if they are entirely separated
from any ackno\vI:d&ment of the Lord. Appropriating nat:,rala~ec

tions therefore, within our gates, or externally means so Indulging
those affections and delights, that they may be a means of use, and
may not be merely natural, alth?ug~ defective, that is .not f~~ly

conjoined with good and truth, which JS to be lame and blind spirit
ually. Now what is the remedy? I t is that we inwardly worship
the Lord by acknowledging that, the life, even of our natural affec
tions, is from Him, and must be ascribed to Him, which is really
meant by not eating the blood, but pouring it upon the ground as
water, the pouring denoting that real good of every degree, is by
influx from the Lord, and is given to man through the truth of His
Word. Let us then sanctify our natural affections in this \vay, and
not think that any part of our life is to be merely natural,
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to cause his name to dwell
there.

with good in him, and that he
may become, therefore, a re
ceptacle of Divine Truth, and
a dwelling place for the Divine
Good.

SU~I~IARY OF THE SPIRITUAL SENSE

THE CONTENTS OF EACH \rER S E

CHAP'I'ER XVI

I. A description of the three general states of man during regenera
tion ; and first of his deliverance from evil, and that he must preserve
in himself the remembrance and appreciation of this deliverance,
verso 1-8.

2. Secondly, concerning the implantation of truth in good, during
which the love of truth is developed and strengthened, and all the
powers of the mind are invigorated, verso 9-12.

3- Thirdly, concerning the implantation of good, and its realiza
tion by the external man, as well as the internal, in all Iulness,
verso 13-15.

4- That these three states are simultaneous as well as successive,
the Lord operating internally and man co-operating externally, verse
16-17.

5. And also that, during all this process, falsities and evils are
to be continually separated from the worship of the Lord, by the
regenerating man as from himself, verso 18-22.

:)" ~or, indeed, is this de
livcrance from evil, and the
continual remembrance of it,
to he merclv of the external
of the natll~al man, although
external delights also are the
gifts of the l ..ord;

6. On the con trary , it mus t
be of the internal 111an 1110rc
especially, where truth is inti
mately conjoined with good,
where it is a recipient of good,
when truth and good are rela
tively, in obscurity, and when
ther~ is the consciousness that
man, of himself is nothing but

4. For this reason, there
fore, in that holy state he Blust
remove from himself all evil
and falsity in the ultimates of
his life, or in his lowest affec
t ions and thoug-hts; nor must
his aff ections, devoted to the
Lord in the obscurity of his
early religiolls states, be con
turninatcd with selfish feelings.

3. And in that state he must
appropriate pure good free
f rorn all falsities, and put on
the holy state of regeneration
through victory in tempta
tions ; for he was delivered
from the infestations of the
wicked by the intensity of the
Divine Love; and he cannot
but be continually sensible of
the mcrcy of the Lord in his
deliverance from evil, in every
change of state through which
he passes.

6. But at the place w hirh
the IJORD thy God shall
choose to cause his name to
dwell in, there thou shalt
sacrifice the passover at
even, at the going down of
the sun, at the season that
thou earnest forth out of
Eg-ypt.

4 . Arid there shall be no
leaven seen with thee in all
thy borders seven days;
neither shall any of the
flesh, which thou sacrificest
the first day at eyen1 rernai n
all night until the ttlorning.

s. Thou rnayest not sacri
fice the passover within any
of thy gates, which t he
LORD thy God giveth thee:

3. Thou shalt eat no leav
ened bread with it; seven
days shalt thou eat unleav
ened bread therewith, even
the bread of affliction; for
thou earnest forth out of the
land of Egypt in haste: that
thou mayest remember the
day when thou earnest forth
out 0'£ the land of Egypt all
the days of thy life.

I. The spiritual man is in
structed from the \\1'ord to
preserve in himself the holy
principle of faith which is the
good and truth of the church
in their reception, with the
remembrance of his deliver
ance by the Lord from the
bondage of the merely natural
man, through the work of re
dcmption when he was in a
state of spiritual darkness.

2. Also that, on account of
this deliverance, he must con
tinually devote to the service
of the Lord every spiritual
and every natural affection,
that truth may be conjoined

232

I. Observe the month of
Abib, and keep the passover
unto the L,aRD thy God : for
in the 11100th of Abib the
LORD thy God brought thee
forth out of Egypt by night.

2. A nd thou shal t sacri
fice the passover unto the
LORD thy God, of the flock
and the herd, in the place
which the LORD shall choose
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7. And thou shalt roast
and eat it in the place which
the LORD thy God shall
choose: and thou shalt turn
in the morning, and go unto
thy tents.

8. Six days thou shalt eat
unleavened bread: and on
the seventh day shall be
a solemn assembly to the
LORD thy God; thou shalt
do no work therein.

9 .. Seven weeks shalt thou
number unto thee: from the
time thou beginnest to 'put
the sickle to the standing
corn shalt thou begin to
number seven weeks,

10. And thou shalt keep
the feast of weeks unto the
LORD thy God with a tribute
of a freewi ll offering of thine
hand, which thou shalt give,
according as the LORD thy
God blesseth thee: "

I I. And thou shalt rejoice
before the I.JORD thy God,
thou, and thy son, and thy
daughter, and thy man
servant, and thy maidserv
ant, and the Levite that is
within thy gates, and the
stranger, and the fatherless,

evil, and that the Lord alone
delivers him therefrom.

7. For only where truth is
conjoined w ith good, or the
natural with the spiritual man,
can Divine Love be realized,
and good be appropriated, that
so the life of the external man
also may be truly stimulated,
and made pure a~d holy, .

8. And lastly good shall be
appropriated, even pure good,
during man's course of spirit
ual combats, in order that
when regeneration is com
pleted, all the powers of his
life may be in harmony and
due subordination, and heaven
may be fully realized, all con
flict against evil ceasing.

9. Again the spiritual man
is instructed, that every state
of regeneration is holy, and
thus from the first realization
of faith or of good and truth in
their reception, is the state of
man respectivel y holy,

10. Until truth is implanted
in good by the co-operation of
man with the Lord, and with
the acknowledgment in free
dom, that all truth and good
are from Him, with the whole
power of the will and under
standing, and exactly accord
ing to the degree of conjunc
tion with Him;

J J. And that then indeed,
he will experience interior
delight in this conjunction,
which will extend itself to
every faculty of the mind, and
will be felt in the understand
ing of truth and in the affec
tion of truth internallv and
externally; in charity to the

and the widow, that are in
the midst of thee, in the
place which the LORD thy
God shall choose to cause
his name to dwell there.

12. And thou shalt re
member that thou wast a
bondman' in Egypt: and
thou shalt observe and do
these statutes.

13. Thou shalt keep the
feast of tabernacles seven
days, after that thou hast
gathered in from thy thresh
ing-floor and from thy wine
press:

14- And thou shalt rejoice
in thy feast, thou, and thy
son, and thy daughter, and
thy manservant, and thy
maidservant, and the Levite,
and the stranger, and the
fatherless, and the widow,
that are wi thin thy' gates.

15- Seven days shalt thou
keep a feast unto the LORD
thy God in the place which

neighbour even in the natural
degree; in every state of re
ceiving instruction; in every
state of truth which longs for
good; and in every state of
good which long-s for truth;
which has conjunction with
his inmost life, where truth is
conjoined with good, is the
expression of good, and is the
habitation of the Lord with
the perfected man.

12. And then he will re
member that he was delivered
by the Lord from the bondage
of the natural man; and will
be obedient to Him in every
action of his life.

13. And thirdly the spiritual
man is instructed, that good
must also be fully implanted in
his external man, with perfect
holiness, when he has com
pletely appropriated the good
which comes by truth through
self compulsion, and the truth
which has been confirmed and
established in him by victory
in temptation;

14. And that then he will
experience the inmost delight
of his life, in feelings which
will also be extended to every
faculty of his mind, and thus,
in the realization of truth, and
in the love of good internally
and externally; in charity to
the neighbour. now most fullv
exhibitcd in the natural man";
in every state of receiving in
struction; in every state of
truth which longs for good;
and in every state of good
which longs for truth there.

IS. And thus the celestial
state of man when good is
fully conjoined with truth, and
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the LORD shall choose: be
cause the LORD thy God
shall bless thee in all thine
increase, and in all the work
of thine hands, and thou
shalt be altogether joyful.

16. Three times in a year
shall all the males appear
before the LORD thy God in
the place which he shall
choose; in the feast of un
leavened bread, and in the
feast of weeks, and in the
feast of tabernacles: and
they shall not appear before
the LORD empty:

17. Every man shall give
as he is able, according to
the blessing of the LORD thy
God which he hath given
thee.

when truth is fully conjoined
with good, shall be realized as
to the multiplication of truth;
as to its application to use;
and as to heavenly joy and
external delights.

16. And let it be remem
bered also, tha t these succes
sive states of the soul are also
simultaneous with the spiritual
man from the time that his
understanding begins to co
operate with the Lord by con
joining truth with good; for
this conjunction takes place
inmostly, when man is de
livcred from evil by outward
obedience from a principle of
truth; when his obedience pro
ceeds 'from the affection of
truth, it is interior as well as
inmost, and lastly when it pro
ceeds from the affection of
good, it is external and in
terior as well as inmost; for
in all these states, the acknow
ledgment of the Lord, which is
the same thing as the acknow
ledgment of good, is not
wanting.

Ii. And this state of ac
knowledgrnent is according to
his state as to obedience to
truths; according to the state
of the conjunction of truth
with good in which man is;
and according to the state of
the conjunction of good with
truth, from the Lord continu
ally or day by day.

19. Thou shalt not wrest
judgement; thou shalt not
respect persons: neither
shalt thou take a gift; for
·a gift doth blind the eyes
of the wise, and pervert the
words of the righteous.

20. That which is alto
gether just shalt thou follow,
that thou mayest live, and
inherit the land which the
LORD thy God giveth thee.

2 I. Thou shalt not plant
thee an Asherah of any kind
of tree beside the altar of
the LORD thy God, which
thou shalt make thee".

22. Neither shalt thou set
thee up a pillar; which the
LORD thy God hateth.

charity, which is the same as
justice or righteousness, con
joined with judgment or faith
fulness.

19. For the truly spiritual
man must not pervert the
truth; he must not separate
particular good from general
good; nor must he regard any
selfish feeling which claims
merit, because claiming merit
obscures truth and perverts
good.

20. He must, in short, ex
press genuine good in genuine
truth in every word and action,
in order that he may fully live
the heavenly life, and fully
make his external man an
image of his internal which is
from the Lord.

2 I" And hence too it also
follows, that falsities derived
from the merely natural per
ception of truth, are altogether
to be separated from the wor-
ship of the Lord as to the
affections;

22. And that similar falsities
are altogether to be separated
from the worship of the Lord
as to the understanding, since
these things cause the aver
sion of man from the Lord.

18. Judges and officers
shalt thou make thee in all
thy gates, which the LORD
thy God giveth thee, accord
ing to thy tribes: and they
shall judge the people with
righteous judgement.

18. And hence now it fol
lows, that the life of man is to
be regulated by the truths of
the \ \Jord internal and exter
nal in all natural states, which
are f rom the Lord exactly ac
cording to heavenly order, and
according to the principle of

REFERENCES A~D NOTES

r. To observe .the :l1onth of Abib, denotes that the spiritual man
should preserve In himself the holy principle of faith which is the
~ood and truth of the church in their reception, because by Abib
IS meant a green. ear of corn, and thus it signifies the good and
truth of the church in their reception, {)146, a month signifies a new
st~t~, 7827-8, and relates to truth rather than good, because to the
spiritual man more than to the celestial, 85 I J and to observe is to
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keep or preserve, 3382; keeping the passover unto the Lord thy God,
denotes the remembrance of deliverance from the bondage of the
merely natural man through redemption, 7867, 8866 j and by night,
denotes a state of spiritual darkness, 936.

2. Sacrificing the passover unto the Lord thy God of the flock and
the herd, denotes that, on account of this deliverance, he must con
tinually devote to the service of the Lord every spiritual and every
natural affection, vera I, 2566, 6126; and the place which the Lord
shall choose to cause his name to dwell there, denotes that truth
may be conjoined with good in him, and that he may become
thereby a receptacle of Divine Truth and a dwelling place for- the
Divine Good, 2625, 2001, 39004, 2724, 1293, 9594.

3. Not eating leavened bread with it, denotes not appropriating
falsities, 2342; eating unleavened bread seven days, even the bread
of affliction, denotes the appropriation of pure good in a holy state
of regeneration through victory in temptation, 2187,2342, 716, 1937,
7854; cooling forth out of the land of Egypt in haste, denotes deliver
ance from the infestation of the wicked by the intensity of the
Divine Love, 8866, 7866; and remembering the day that thou earnest
out of the land of Egypt all the days of thy life, denotes being con
tinually sensible of the mercy of the Lord in his deliverance from
evil, in every change of state through which he passes, 8884, 8866,
487.

4. No leaven seen with thee in thv borders seven davs, denotes
that, in that holy state, he must remove from himself all evil and
falsity in the ultimates of his life, or in his lowest affections and
thoughts, 2342, 2150, iI6, 8063; and none of the flesh which is
sacrificed the first day at even remaining all night until the morning,
denotes that his affections, devoted to the Lord, in the obscurity of
his early religious states, shall not be contaminated with selfish
feelings, in his state of illustration, 7843-4, 7850, 7860, 8480.

5. Not sacrificing the passover in any of thy gates which the Lord
thy God giveth thee, denotes that this deliverance from evil, and the
continual remembrance of it is not to be merely of the external or
natural man, although external delights also are the gifts of the
Lord, 922, vera 2, 2324, 8899.

6. The place which the Lord thy God shall choose to cause his
name to dwell in, denotes the internal man more especially, where
truth is intimately conjoined with good, and where it is the "recipient
of good, 2625, 200 I, 39004, 2724, 1293, 9594; and sacrificing the
passover at even at the going down of the sun at the season that
thou camest forth out of Egypt, denotes, when truth and good are
relatively in obscurity, and when there is the consciousness that
man of himself, is nothing but evil, and that the Lord alone delivers
him therefrom, 922, 7867, 8866, 7844, 8615.

7. Roasting and eating it in the place which the Lord thy God
shall choose, denotes that only where truth is conjoined with good
or the natural with the spiritual man can Divine Love be realized.
~lnd good be. appropriat;d, 7852, 2187, 2625, 2001, 3q004; and turning
In the rnorrnng and gOing unto thy tents, denotes that so the life of
the external rrran may be stimulated, and made pure and holy, 6226,
j860, 3335, 4 14.

8. Six days eating unleavened bread, and on the seventh day there
being a solemn assembly to the Lord thy God, no work being done
therein, denotes that good shall be appropriated even pure good,
during man's course of spiritual combats, in order that when
regeneration is completed, all the powers of his life may be in
harmony and due subordination, and he even may be fully realized,
all conflict against evil ceasing, 889 1 , 2187, 234 2 , 789 1 , 7893.

9. Numbering seven weeks unto thee; and doing this from the
time thou beginnest to pu t the sickle to the standing corn, denotes
instruction that every state of regeneration is holy; and that thus
from the first realization of faith, or of good and truth in their
reception, is the state of man respectively holy, 10217, 9295, 9 146,
716.

10. Keeping the feast of weeks unto the Lord thy God with the
tribute of a freewill offering of thine hand,' which thou shalt give
according as the Lord thy God blesseth thee, denotes until truth is
implanted in good by the co-operation of man with the Lord, and
with the acknowledgment in freedom that all truth and good are
from Him, with the whole power of the will and understanding,
and exactly according to the degree of conjunction with Him, 3382,
9295, 2001, 9 146, 6394, 3880, 878, 35 14.

1 I. Rejoicing before the Lord thy God, denotes that then, indeed,
he will experience interior delight in such conjunction, 47213,2001,
3654; thou and thy son and thy daughter, and thy manservant, and
thy maidservant, and the Levite that is within thy gates, and the
stranger, and the fatherless, and the widow that are in the midst of
thee, denotes extension to every faculty of the mind, being felt in
the understanding of truth, and in the affection of truth internally
and externally; in charity to the neighbour even in the natural
degree; !n every state, 'of receiving instruction; in every state of
truth which longs for good; and in every state of good which longs
for truth, which has conjunction wiih his inmost life, 8890, 3875\
2324, 1463, 4844, 200; and in the place which the Lord thy God shall
choose to cause his name to dwell there, denotes when truth is
conjoined with .good, is the expression of good, and is the habitation
of the Lord with the perfected man, 2625, 2001, 39004, 2724, 1293,
9594·

12. !~enlelllber~llg that thou wast a bondman in Egypt; and
observing and doing these statutes, denotes that then he will remern
ber that he was delivered by the Lord from the bondage of the
natural rnan : and ,,-jII be obedient to Him in every action of his life,
8884, 8866, 3382, 5755, 8357.

13· Keeping the feast of tabernacles seven days after that thou
hast gathered in from thy threshing-floor and from thy wine-press
denotes that t.hirdly the .spiri.tuaJ man is instructed that good must
also be fully Implanted In hIS external man, with perfect holiness,
when he has completely appropriated the good which comes bv
truth through self-compulsion, and the truth which has been con
firmed and established in ~im by victory in temptations, 3382, 9296.

14· Rejoicing in thy feast thou, and thy son, and thv daughter.
and thy manservant, and thy rnaidservant. and the I ..evite and the
stranger, and the fatherless, and the widow, that are within thy
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gates, denotes that then he will experience the inmost delight of his
life, in feeling which will also be extended to every faculty of his
mind, and thus in the realization of truth, and in the love of good
internally and externally; in charity to the neighbour, now most fully
exhibited in the natural rnan; in every state of receiving instruction;
in every state of truth which longs for good; and in every state of
good which longs for truth there, ver. II.

15. Keeping a feast seven days unto the Lord thy God in the place
that he shall choose, denotes that thus the celestial state of man,
when good is fully conjoined with truth, and when truth is fully
conjoined with good is realized, 3382, 9296, jl6, 2625, 39OQ4 ; and
because the Lord thy God shall bless thee in all thine increase,
and in all the work of thine hands, being altogether joyful, denotes
as to the multiplication of truth; as to its application to use; and
as to heavenly joy and external delights, 2001, 35 14, 2646, 5148,
878, 472 1 3•

16. Three tir:tes in the year all thy males appearing before the
Lord thy God m the place which he shall choose, denotes that those
successive states of the soul are also simultaneous with the spiritual
man, from the time that his understanding begins to co-operate with
the Lord by conjoining truth with good, 9297, 2625, 3900'; in the
feast of unleavened br.ead, ~enotes that thi~ conjunction takes place
inrnostly when man IS dehvered from evil bv outward obedience
from a principle of truth, verso 4-6; in the fe3:st of weeks, denotes
when his obedience is interior as well as inmost, because it proceeds
from the impla!1tation of truth in good, or what is the same thing,
from the affection of truth, verso 9-12; in the feast of tabernacles,
denotes lastly, when it proceeds from the affection of good it is
~xtcrnal and interior as well as inmost, vers. 13-15; and not appear
tng before the Lord empty, denotes that in all these states, the
acknowledgment of the Lord, which is the same thing as the
acknowledgment of good, is not wanting, 2001, 5619.

17. Every man ~iving as he is .able according to the blessing of the
Lord thy God which he hath given thee, denotes that his state of
acknowledgment is according to his state as to obedience to truths 0

acc?rding t? the state o~ the conjunction of truth with good i~
\v~lch man IS; and according to .the state of the conjunction of good
with truth, from the Lord continually, or day by day, 5619, 35 14,
200 I, 8899, ver. 16.

18. Judges an.d officers being !TIade in all thy gates which the
Lord thy God. gl\"e~h thee, ac;cordlng to thy tribes and their judgin~
the people with righteous Judgment, denotes that hence now it
follows that the life of man is to be regulated bv the truths of the
Word interI!al and external in all natural states de;"ived from spiritual
states, which ar~ from the ~o:d exactly !1ccordi~g to heavenly
ord~r, ~nd acc?rdlng to the principle of charity, which is the same
as justice or righteousness conjoined with judgment or faithfulness,
7 I I I, 232 4 , 2001, 8899, 3858, 2235

. 19· Not \vr~stin~ j~dg-ment; not respecting- persons; not taking a
gIft; and a glf.t blinding the eyes of the wise, and perverting the
words of the righteous, denotes that the truly spiritual man must
not pervert the truth; he must not separate particular good from
general good; nor must he regard any selfish feeling which claims

CHAPTER XVI

merit; for claiming merit obscures truth and perverts good, 9260,
3820, 9265-9 267.

20. Following that which is altogether just that thou mayest live,
and inherit the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee, denotes
that, in short, genuine good must be expressed in genuine truth,
in every word and action, in order that the heavenly life may be
fully lived, and that man may fully make his external life an image
of his internal which is from the Lord, 506g, 290, 2658, 3705, 2001,
8899·

21. Not planting an Asherah, or grove, or any kind of tree beside
the altar of the Lord thy God, which thou shalt make thee, denotes
that falsities derived from the merely natural perception of truth,
are altogether to be separated from the worship of the Lord as
to the affections, 3727, 10643, 454 I.

22. Not setting up a pillar which the Lord thv God hateth, denotes
that similar falsities are altogether to be separated frorn the worship
of the Lord as to the understanding, since these things cause the
aversion of man from the Lord, 3727, 10643, 2001, 3605, 683.

The three annual feasts spoken of in this chapter were also
enjoined and described in Lev. xxiii, and in N urn. xxvii i.-xxix. , the
basis for the interpretation being g-iven in 9286-9297, on Exod. xxiii.,
so that we have altogether four accounts of them in the Pentateuch,
with the same signification in general. And as there is nothing
superfluous or deficient in the Word of the Lord, we may be sure
that each of these accounts has its special use. In our commentary
upon them here, therefore, we may first again state briefly the
signification of each feast, and then consider the special points con
cerning them, as these occur in the sections.

The feast of the Passover and of Unleavened Bread signifies the
\vo:ship of the I.:~rd on account of deliverance from evil, and purifi
cation from Ialsities ; the feast of the Harvest of the firstfruits, or
the feast of Weeks, denotes the same on account of the implantation
of truth; and the feast of the Ingathering at the end of the year,
or the feast of Tabernacles, represents the same on account of the
implantation of good. And we have already seen that these different
states of rnarr's life succeed one another in order, and at the same
time are simultaneous, since everyone ought to be in the constant
habit of shunning evil, of confirming truth, and of receiving good
from the Lord. And we turn now to our first section.

To observe the month Abib, and to keep the Passover, and the
feast of LT nleavened Bread here, specifically denote the continual
remembrance of our reception of faith, of our deliverance from
evil, and of our purification from falsity. And also, it is to be noted,
tha~ man is born without any knowledge whatever, and that still
he IS capable of receiving kriowledae through instruction outwardly,
and through the influx of the Divine Life inwardlv. And thus we
are continually dependent upon the Lord, and need the aid of our
fellow men; \vhile. on the other hand, having a distinct human life
!I1 ourselves, the faith. denoted by the month of Abib, will be different
In everyone of us. And we ought therefore, as we advance, to have
a clearer and clearer idea of what \VC do believe. and thus of what
our .real character is. Another duty specified in addition to our
keepIng the. Passover by dc\"C?ting- our natural and spiritual affections
to. th.e s~rvl~e of the I ord, .15 that \\"C must avoid all falsity, since
this IS signified, by not eating any leavened bread. Now, to some

R
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people, this does not appear to be so important, as what is called
leading a good life, nor is it at all of such consequence. But still,
the Word would not have commanded this, if it had not been
necessary; and therefore the ITIan of the church ough t to be careful
on this point, as well as the other j and that is why it is, in this.
place, so particularly emphasized.

But the particular injunction here given concerning the Passover,
and also concerning the other feasts, is that it. was to be offered
in the place which the Lord should choose, this not being men
tioned in the former accounts, and therefore there is no doubt that
it shows, that as we make progress in the heavenly life during
regeneration, it is a fact that our worship of the Lord will be more
and more distinctly pronounced, and will be less and less of an
uncertain and mixed character. This then, is really our great lesson.
\Ve can worship the Lord in every place, and in every state of our
life, it is true, but we are not to forget that the genuine love of
the Lord and of our neighbour, is especially to constitute our true
worship of Him,

I n the second section, the instructions concerning the feast of
Weeks, however, is peculiar in another respect. For although the
particular offerings are not named as on the former occasions, vet
It is said they shall consist of "the tribute of a freewill offerIng
of thine hand, which thou shalt give, according as the Lord thy
God hath blessed thee." That is to say, the advanced spiritual man
nO\\1 perceives, that in the heavenly state there shall be a full co
operation of the external man with the internal in a state of perfect
freedom, exactly according to his conjunction with the Lord, when
truth is implanted in good with him, Now if there is one thing
more than another that distinguishes the man of the church in
his earlier states of regeneration, it is that he is obliged continuallv
to compel himself to do his duty; and although in this state of self
compulsion, we know that genuine freedom is involved, we do not
experience that real delight of freedom of which we have a foretaste
in our higher states, and which we shall certainly realize in heaven
itself. For during this life, our external man is continuallv in
opposition to our internal man more or less, and this cannot be
avoided, on account of the gradual progress we have to make
because our evils cannot be overcome all at once. But in heaven we
~hall be perfectly free, and therefore all our worship of the Lord
In the uses we have to perforrn and in our associations, and also
!n our private and public relations, will be free also; nor can we
In our present state, at all adequately conceive of that free and
happy st~te. But the thought of· it nlay be a great stimulant to
l~S now, In our onward course, and so far as we can, we may a
little emulate that state in our actions and in our words,
. But with regard to the feast of Tabernacles, an elaborate descrip

t ion of the ceremonies of which appears in the former accounts,
we have .to notice that not!lin~ is spoken of in this chapter beyond
the teachln~ that the ofTenn~s should be made in the place which
the Lord should choose, except the great joy and the universal joy
that shoul~ be then experienced. And seeing that this feast denotes
our worship of the Lord on account of the implantation of good
or of the realization of love in all fulness, we Olav understand how
t!lis is, For when we shall be in the full enjoyment of the heavenlv
life ; and \\'he~ in that life we shall realize love in every degree and
in ev.ery: pr?VII1Cc. of our being from the highest to the lowest, no
description in ord.tnar): lan.guage c::n be giv('n of that heavenly joy;
nor can we now Illlag-lne In the slightest degree, what that joy will

be when it is intensified in heaven itself by occasional experiences
of the united and mutual enjoyment of a full delight in usefulness,
simply because it is usefulness. And here a thought may present
itself to our minds, which it may be useful to elaborate somewhat.
The special function of each angel is the greatest love or delight of
his life. But also the thoroughly selfish man or spirit has a ruling
love which distinguishes him, and with the delight of which he would
not part on any consideration whatever. And it may be asked, since
this is so, wherein the special delight of any angel or good man
differs from this, since both are the greatest delight of the life of an
individual? I....or surely, in this case, what advantage has the angel
more than the selfish man or the evil spirit? For neither of them
wants any more than his greatest delight. So at least it may be
said, or thought by some, But let us think a moment, and COI1

sider whether this is true? It seems so indeed; but we shall find
that it is not so. \Vhat everyone wants besides his inmost joy
or delight, is the full and free opportunity of eXRressing it in
action. And it becomes obvious, at once, that while it is quite
impossible that the selfish or wicked man or spirit, can be allowed
the full and free exercise of his delight, whenever, and where
soever he pleases, because, evidently, this would tend to the destruc
tion of the universe, the angel, on the other hand, is never pre
vented from the full and free exercise of his heavenly delight, for
the simple reason that it is conducive to the preservation of the
universe, and because its exercise is perfectly in harmony with the
Divine Life, and needs no other restraint than is consistent at once
with the love and wisdom of the angel himself conjoined, and with
the Divine Love and Wisdom. For the Divine Love and \Visdom
are embodied in the Divine Love of Use (D.L.ll'. 230), and also the
love and wisdom of an angel are embodied in the love of being
useful, since the angel is a regenerated image and likeness of the
Lord. And it follows. therefore, that the general love of use from
the Lord prevails with the angels of heaven, and consequently,
intensifies the heavenly joy of each. The reason is, because heavenly
good, where fully implanted or realized is not at all a selfish love,
or delight, but tile love of use from the Lord. And these remarks
are made to show strongly, the real nature of the joy, spiritually
understood,\Yhich is spoken of as appertaining to what is repre
sented bv the feast of Tabernacles. Only wait awhile, and every
reg-enerating man shall have that joy, {vhich can be felt indeed
but cannot be described. And now, as these remarks also illustrate
the meaning of the fourth section, which is a surnrnarv of all that
is implied in the internal meaning of these three great feasts, we
nee~ not here enlarge upon it; but may proceed to consider the last
section .
. And indeed, this section is the corollary of all that precedes it.
For heaven taken as a whole, or as the individual angel, is primarily
the love of good from the Lord in all Iulncss. And each society in
heaven therefore. is the love of good in a certain general form.
And when we think of this as the uniting principle from the Lord
Inak!ng all he~ven toge!her Unani'110US, w e see from another point
of view how Intensely JOYOUS the whole heaven, each society, and
every angel therein, must be. For it becomes evident that love is
the universal governing principle in heaven, and consequently that
alon~ \vit.h t!le perfec.t freedom which this heavenly love of good
carrres with It, there IS also the most perfect order, hn rrnon v, and
subordination, if \\'C may be allowed the use of the double·super
lative, in this case, in order to express r-mphnt ically what is meant.
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THE CONTENTS OF EACH VERSE

SU~I~IARY OF THE SPIRITUAL SENSE

CHl\P1'ER XVII

J. That in the worship of the Lord, by ~ good .tife, n~ nat!1ral or
spiritual affection is to be devoted to HIS service which IS con-
taminated with evil or falsity, ver. I. . .

2. And therefore when the spiritual man is defiled. by any evil a!1d
falsity whatsoever, or by any tendency .to. false and .Impure \VOrS~Ip,
examination is to be made, and the evil IS to he rejected, according
to the laws of Divine Order by the testimony of several truths,
versa 2-7.

3. The duty of the man of the ch~rch in relatiC?n to any controversy
therein concerning matters of charity, or doctrine , or conduct, and
the consequences of presumptuously neglecting to act according 10
the decisions of good conjoined with truth in these respects, verso
8- 13. . . .

4. Concerning the government of the spirit ua] Ina~, .In hea.vcn
and the church by the Divine Truth of the Word, that this IS certainly
to be by truth conjoined with good, and by no means by truth
without good, or by truths contaminated with merely natural good,
vers. 14-20.

I. The spiritual man IS in
structed that no natural or
spiritual affection is to be
devoted to the Lord, which is
contaminated with evil or
falsity, because these are in
fernal and profane.

I. Thou shalt not sacrifice
unto the LORD thy God an
ox, or a sheep, wherein is a
blemish, or any evil favour
edness : for that is an
abomination unto the LORD

thy God.

That is, out of the Divine Love inevitably proceeds the pivine
Wisdom as its expression, and consequently, out of the angelic lo,:e
proceeds the angelic \visdolll,. by \vh}ch. heavenly .~overnment IS
maintained. And this really IS what IS In,:olved splrl.t~ally ~.y the
judges and officers appointed in the gat~s, since the DIVine. \\1 isdorn
is the \Vord of the Lord in the very highest sense (John 1. I) and
the truths of the \Vord adapted to the apprehension of the angels in
the various heavens, are the judges and officers in the gates ev~ry

where. And it is according to these truths, and only according
to thorn, that govcrnlnent in each .society C?f the hea~'cns s~bsi~ts.

But \\"C also observe that there IS no evil and falsity active In the
heavenly life, either in general or in any par.ticular case; .and ~at

this is what is involved in the rest of the section. And besides this,
the thoughtful student, in thinking over \~'hat is here said and con
sidering the state of all in heaven, as being such that they do not
need to be cautioned against wrong doing, may wonder of w~at

service to thern such passages of the Word are? The answer IS,
that when they perceive them in their spiritual application, t!tey
will be strongly conscious of their aversion from such practices
as are here condernned ; that they are withheld from evil and error
by the force of the Lord's lo,:e .operating in themselve~; and that,
on account of the harmony existing, through regeneration. between
their external and internal man, it is itnpossible for them to pervert
the truth, or corrupt good either inwardly or outwardly ; and that
these things arc signified, respectively, by not perverting judgment,
not respecting persons, not planting trees beside the house of the
Lord their God, and not setting up pillars there. And truly also
the spiritual man on earth, will know very well that, literally, there
is no harm in doing the things last mentioned, unless a false
worship be signified by so doing. And also it is evident, even from
the literal sense, that it is the practice of idolatry that is actually
forbidden. We may consider therefore, in conclusion, that there is
spiritual as well as natural idolatry, and that the former is for
bidden even 1110re emphatically than thc latter; that it consists in
the efTorts we make to indulge our selfishness and our worldliness ;
and tha t we Inay do this also, unless we are very circumspect, at
the very t ime that we are making the profession of truly worship
ping the Lord. And who does not know, in fact, how prone we all
are to be guilty of any of the faults here condemned? But after
all, no man can, in the spiritual sense, serve two masters. For we
cannot really be ~overncd by the love of the Lord and the neighbour,
and by the love of ourselves and the world at the same time.

2. If there be found in the
midst of thee, within any of
thy gates which the L.ORI)
thy God giyeth thee, man
or woman, that doeth that
which is evil in the sight of
the lJORD thy God, in trans
gressing his" covenant,

2. And therefore if either
the internal or external man,
which are intended to be the
recipients of good and truth
f rorn the Lord, is discovered
to be defiled with falsity or
evil, which are opposed to
Divine Truth united to Divine
Good, and violate conjunction
with the Lord,
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3. And hath gone and
served other gods, and wor
shipped them, or the sun, or
the moon, or any of the host
of heaven, which I have not
cornmanded :

4. And it be told thee,
and thou hast heard of it,
then shalt thou inquire dili
gently, and, behold, if it be
true, and the thing certain,
that such abomination is
wrought in Israel;

s. Then shalt thou bring
forth that man or that
woman, which have done
this evil thing, unto thy
gates, even the man or the
wornan : and thou shalt
stone them with stones, that
they die.

6. At the mouth of two
witnesses, or three witnesses,
shall he that is to die be
put to death: at the mouth of
one witness he shall not be
put to death.

7. The hand of the wit
nesses shall be first upon
him to put him to death, and
afterward the hand of all the
people. So thou shalt put

3. Or which tend to the wor
ship of falsity and evil through
selfish or worldly love, or the
abuse of the knowledges of

. goodness and truth, which
pervert the influx of life from
the Lord;

4. And these things have
been made manifest to the
understanding and will of the
spiritual man; then he shall
diligently examine himself, in
order that he may certainly
know his own state, and con
fess his imperfection, and that
it is abominable, since he
:c;; a member of the Spiritual
Church.

5. Also he shall positively
reject such falsity or evil from
both the understanding and
will, since it has caused him to
sin, and this by the po\\"er of
the Divine Truths of the
wo-a,

6. And thus this evil state
must be acknowledged by the
testimony of many truths, the
conjunction of good and truth
in him must be strengthened,
and their results must be full
and complete: for the testi
monv of one truth is not suf
ficient for the condemnation
of evil or for the confirmation
of goood; nor can faith, by it
self, or love by itself, or obedi
ence by itself, overcome evil;
but only the consent and
agreement of all can do this.

i. Arid moreover, interior
principles must, first of all,
condemn evil and confirm
Rood; and then such con
demnation and confirmation,

away the evil from the midst
of thee.

8. If there arise a matter
too hard for thee in judge
ment, between blood and
blood, between plea and
plea, and between stroke
and stroke, being matters
of controversy wit hi n thy
gates: then shalt thou arise,
and get thee up unto the
place which the LORD thy
God shall choose;

9- And thou shalt come
unto the priests the Levites,
and unto the judge that
shall be in those davs : and
thou shalt inquire; and they
shall shew thee the sentence
of judgement:

10. And thou shalt do
according to the tenor-of the
sentence. which they shall
shew thee from that place
which the LORD shall
choose; and thou shalt ob
serve to do according to all
that they shall' teach thee:

I I. Accordi ng to the tenor
()f the law which they shall
teach thee, and according to
the judjrernerit which they
shall tell thee. thou shal t
<10: thou shalt not turn
aside from the sentence
which they shall shew thee.
to the ri~Jit hand, nor to the
left.

12. :\ nd the man that
doeth presumptuously, In

must be fir mly established by
exterior principles; and thus
must evil be rejected.

R. ..\gain, if with the spirit
ual ma n or the Spiritual
Church, there shall arise mat
ters of controversy or uncer
taintv, and it is verv difficult
to decide concerning: these,
whether they be questions of
charity, or of doctrine, or of
conduct; then let the man of
the church be elevated above
merely external feelings and
thoughts to a state of con..
joined charity and faith;

9. Arid let him chiefly regard
the holy principles of love and
charity, and consequently
g-enuine doctrine f rorn the
Word according to the state
of the church, and then let him
investigate: and from these
the conclusion is to be drawn.

)o. i\ nd let him act accord
ing- to this conclusion, which
is drawn from pure love to the
Lord, and according to the
doctrine of g-enuine truth;

I I. 17or all action must be
accordinjr to the Divine Law
internal and external; neither
shall the spiritual man turn
aside f rorn the straight path of
rectitude, through the induce
ment of evil, or the allurement
of falsity.

12. For he who is drawn bv
selfish love to be disobedien.lt
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not hearkening unto the
priest that standeth to minis
ter there before the LORD
thy God, or unto the judge,
even that man shall die: and
thou shalt put a\vay the evil
from Israel.

13. And all the people
shall hear, and fear, and do
no more presumptuously.

14. When thou art come
unto the land which the
I-JORD thy God giveth thee,
and shalt possess it, and
shalt dwell therein; and
shalt say, I will set a' king
over me, like as all the
nations that are round about
me ;

15- Thou shalt in any
wise set him king over thee,
whom the I-JoRD thy God
shall choose: one from
among' thy brethren shalt
thou set king over thee:
thou mayest not put a
foreigner over thee, which
is not thy brother.

16. Onlv he shall not
multiply horses to himself,
nor cause the people to
return to l~gypt, to the end

to heavenly love, which is
manifested in the church to be
the leading principle of life
from the Lord in His Divine
Human, or to reject the judg
ment of genuine truth, even
that man is subject to spiritual
death, or otherwise, that evil
prompting must be rejected.

13. For the affection of the
mind confirmed from the
truths of the W ord, must
concur, by obedience and by
holy reverence springing from
love, in rejecting all impulses.
to decide or act from selfish
ness.

14. Again when the man of
the Spiritual Church has real
ized the heavenlv state both
externally and internally, which
is given to him by the Lord,
and yet shall desire to be
governed by Divine Truth, as
are all in the second or spirit
ual heaven, or shall decline
Irom the celestial state, as does
a declining church on earth,
w hen the evils of selfishness
and worldliness begin to
prevail ;

I s. 'Then, at any rate, in
heaven, shall the spiritual man
be go\-erned by Divine Truth
conjoined with Divine Good,
and on earth by faith grounded
in, and leading to, charity;
for truth rnus t alwavs be
closely related to good as a
governing power ; and truth
separated from good by the
influence of evil must not be
a governing power,

16. Also when the church
in heaven or upon earth is
g-overned by Divine Truths,
the members thereof shall not

that he should multiply
horses: forasmuch as the
LORD hath said unto you,
Ye shall henceforth return
no more that ,vay.

17. Neither shall he mul
tiply wives to himself, that
his heart turn not a,vay:
neither shall he greatly mul
tiply to himself silver and
gold.

18. And it shall be, when
he sitteth upon the throne of
his kingdom, that he shall
write him a copy of this law
in a book, out of that ushich.
is before the priests the
Levites:

to. And it shall be w it h
him, and he shall read
therein all the days of his

place their chief reliance on
intellectual powers or on
reasonings; nor can they in
heaven, nor should they, on
earth, decline from the spirit
ual to the natural state, or
frorn charity to merely natural
love; in order that reasonings
should prevail; because it is
the dictate of Divine Good,
and the spiritual man has
power to perceive this, that
the man of the spiritual
heaven cannot descend and
abide in the ultimate heaven,
or that the man of the church
on earth oug-ht not to decline
to naturalism.

Ii, Moreover, the man of
the Spiritual Church in heaven,
cannot conjoin evil affections
with his go\'erning truth; nor
should the I11an of the church
on earth do this; for by this
means his genuine love of
g-ood would be perverted; and
neither can the' former, nor
should the latter, allow the
knowledge of truth and good
to prevail with him above
charity.

18. On the contrary, when ,
in heaven, he is [irmlv estab
lished in truth from good as
his ruling- principle, or when
on cart h the church is
governed by charity; then he
shall be confirmed in the
Divine IJCl\v which is the
Word. by its reception in ulti
mates, which ultimates are the
expression of the Divine Law,
with the celestial and spiritual
man in the heavens.

19· Arid thus the spiritual
man shall for ever be in the
reception of the spirit of the
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life: that he may learn to
fear the 140RD his God, to
keep all the words of this
law and these statutes, to do
them :

20. That his heart be not
lifted up above his brethren,
and that he turn not aside
from the commandment, to
the right hand, or to the
left: to the end that he may
prolong his days in his
kingdom, he and his chil
dren, in the midst of Israel.

\\"ord, and in the privilege
of instruction from it, in order
that he may continually be
kept in holy fear from love,
and in the practice of the pre
cepts of the \ Vord both inter
nally and externally.

20. And, in this \vay the
heart of the spiri tual man,
even when he is governed by
Divine Truth, or bv the Word,
shall not aspire to the love of
dominion, nor will he violate
the truths of the \\Tord either
throug-h evil or error ; in order
that he may enjoy eternal life
in the spiritual heaven, both as
to his ruling love and its sub
ordinate po\\"ers.

CJI:1PTER Xl"I]

himself, 3385; it being true, and the thing certain, denotes the
knowledge of his own state from invcst ipntion and experience, 1555 2

;

an aborninnt ion is what is infernal and defiled which is confessed,
7454; and Israel denotes the Spiritual Church, 3654.

5. Bringing forth that man or that \\"OI11aO which hath done this
evil thing, unto thy gates even the man or the woman, denotes
that he shall positively reject such falsi ty or evil from both the
understanding and the will, because bringing forth. in this case,
clearly denotes to expose and reject, and the gates denotes what is
external, 232.h 915, 683; and stoning them with stones that they die,
denotes rejection, since sin has been caused, by the power of the
truths of the Word, and thus spiritual death, or condemnation,
5156, 8SiS, 8i99. 54oi·

6. Being put to death at the mouth of two witnesses or three
witnesses, but not at the mouth of one, denotes that this evil state
must be acknowledged by the testimony of many truths, the con
junction of good and. truth in man must be strengthened, and their
results must be full and complete; for the testimony of one truth
is not sufficient (or the condemnation of evil, or for the confirmation
of good; nor can faith bv itself, or love bv itself, or obedience by
itself,. overcome evil, hut ~only the consent and agrcelnent of all can
do this, 5ol0i, ol19i 7

, 5194, 4010.

REFERE:\CES AKD NOTES

I. Not sacrificing unto the Lord thy God an ox, or a sheep,
wherein is a blemish. or an evil Iavouredness , that being an abomina
tion unto the Lord thy God, denotes that the spiritual man is in
structed that no na tural or spiritual afTection, is to be devoted to
the Lord, which is conraminated with evil or fa ls itv , because these
are infernal and profane, 923, 2001,2180, 4 169, 7837, ~i454.

2. There being found in the midst of thee, within thy gates, which
the Lord thy God giveth thee, man or woman that doeth that which
is evil in the sight of the Lord thy God, in transgressing his
covenant, denotes that if either the internal or external man, which
are intended to be the recipients of good and truth from the Lord,
is discovered to he' defiled w it h falsity or evil, which are opposed to
Divine 'Truth united to Divine Good, and violate conjunction with
the Lord, 2261, 200, 2]24, 2001, 8899, 9 15, 4839, 666.

3. Going and serving other gods and worshipping them, denotes
the tendency to the worship of evil and falsity, 8867, 8873; and
the sun, and the moon and anv of the host of heaven, which the
Lord had not commanded, denotes through selfish or worldlv love,
or the abuse of the knowledges of goodness and truth, which per
vert the influx of life from the Lord, 244 1 , 5486.

4" I t bein~ told thee, and hearing of it, denotes that these thing'S
are made manifest to the understanding and will of the spiritual
man, 3209, 3163; to inquire diligently, denotes that he must examine

7. The hand of the wit nesses shall be the first to put him to death.
and afterwards the hand of all the people; and so evil bf'ing put
away from the midst of thee, denotes that interior principles must
first of all condemn evil and confirm good, and then such condernnn
t~on and confirmation must be firrnlv established by ex tr-rior prin
ciples : an; thus must evil be rejected, Ro66, ver. 6, 540j, 10062,

1259, 9088 , 200.

8. A ma ttr-r too hard for thee in judgnlent, dr-notr-s that if with
the spiritual man , or the Spiritual Church. t hr-rr- arise mnt ters of
controversy or uncertnintv, and it is vcrv difficult to dr-cide concern
ing these, 50j5, 2211, R729, 36~4, 22~5~; between blood and blood,
denotes whether they b~ questions of charity, JOOI; between plea
~nd plea, den.otes questto~s of doctrine, because a plea means a
judgment, wh ich has rclaf ion to truths, j206; bet wr-r-n stroke' and
stroke, denotes questions of conduct, QOII; ma t ters of controversy
within thy gates e~"i?ently denot~ disputes within the church, :",075.
90 24, 23 2 ol ; and arISIng and getting unto the place which the Lord
thy God shall choose, denotes eleva t ion above rnerr-lv e x tr-rna l
feelings and thoughts to a state of conjoined charitv and faith, 240},
2625, 2001, 39004 • ~

9" COln.in~ unto the pricst s, the Lcvitr-s , and unto t he judge th a t
sh~1l be In those days, denotes that the' man of the church should
chiefly regard the holy principles of love and charity, and consr-
quentIy of genuine doctrine from the Word, according to the state
of th.e church, 3335, IOOJi. 22.,R, 4Ri; and inquiring, and their
ShO\Vlng thee the sentence of jud~nl('nt , denote'S invest ir-a tion , and
conclusion drawn from these principle'S, 3385, 3209, 1288, 2235.

10. Doing according to the tenor of the sr-ntr-ncr-, which thev shall
~how thee from that place which the Lord shall choose; and obsf'rv
mg to do according to all that they shall teach thee, denotes acting
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according to this conclusion, which is drawn from pure love to the
Lord, and is according to the doctrine of genuine truth, 5755, 8560,
J288, 3209, 2625. 3900.', 2001. 3382, 5755. 10017. 2258, 7007.

I I. Doing according to the tenor of the law which they shall
teach thee, and according to the judgment which they shall tell
thee. denotes that all action Blust be according to the Divine Law
internal and external, 3382, 2235, 5i55, j007, 3209; and not turning
aside Irorn the sentence that they shall show thee to the right hand
nor to the left, denotes that neither shall the spiritual man turn
aside from the straight path of rectitude through the inducement
of evil, or the allurement of falsity; 48 16, 1288, 32°9, 9556. The
last reference is here to be taken in the opposite sense and there
fore evil and falsity are implied instead of good and truth.

12. The man that doeth presumptuously in not hearkening unto
the priest, denotes the man who is drawn by selfish love to be
disobedient to heavenly love, 5755, 9012, 2542, 10017; standing to
minister there before the Lord thy God, denotes ","hat is manifested
in the church to be the leading principle in life from the Lord in
His Divine Human, 3136, 4976, 6822, 2001; "or to the judge,"
denotes to reject the judgment of genuine truth, 2258; even that
man dying, denotes that such suffer spiritual death, 5407; and
putting away the evil from Israel, denotes, evidently. that the evil
prompting 01USt be rejected, 6872.1.

13. All the people hearing, and fearing, and doing no more pre
sumptuously, denotes that the affection of the mind confirmed from
the truths of the Word must concur, by obedience, and by holy
r-everence springing from love, in rejecting all impulses to decide
or act from selfishness, 1259 , 2542, 2826, 5755, 90J2.

14. COOling unto the land w hich the Lord thy God giveth thee
possessing it, and dwelling therein, denotes when the man of the
Spiritual Church has realized the heavenly state both externally and
internally which is given to him by the Lord, 3335, 3705, 8899, 2658,
1293; and saying "I will set a king over Inc like as all the nations
that are round about me;" denotes the desire to be governed by
Divine Truth, as are all in the second or spiritual heaven, or shall
decline from the celestial state, as does the declining church on
earth, when the evils of selfishness and worldliness begin to prevail,
1822, 5288, 1672, 1205, 2973.

15. In any wise setting him a king over thee whom the Lord thy
God shall choose, denotes that then, at any rate, in heaven, shall
th.e. spiritual man be governed by Divine Truth conjoined with
DIVine Good, 5288, 1672, 2001, 3900'1; one from amongst thy brethren
being set king over thee, denotes and on earth by faith grounded
in charity, and leading to charity, for truth must always he closely
related to good as a governing power, 36i, 1222; and not putting a
foreigner over thee who is not thy brother, denotes that truth
separated Irorn good by the influence of evil must not be ~ governing
power, 5288, 4544, 36i .

JO. Not rnuttiplying horses to himself, denotes not placing the
chief reliance on in tellectual powers, 276 I; not causing the people
!o return to Egypt in order to multiply horses, denotes that man on
earth should not decline from the spiritual to the natural state, or

from charity to merelv natural love, in order that reasonings should
prevail, 1259J. 2288, 79-26, 5276, J 941, 2761 ; and the Lord saying "y.e
shall henceforth return no more that wav," denotes that it is the
dictate of Divine Good, and that the spirit~al man has power to per
ceive this, that the man of the spiritual heaven cannot descend, and
abide in the ultimjtte heaven, or that the man of the church on
earth ought not to decline to naturalism, 2001, 3654, 2288, 2234.

17. Not multiplying wives to himself, that his heart turn not a\vay,
denotes that the spiritual man, in heaven. cannot conjoin evils with
his governing truth, nor should the man of the church on earth do
this; for by this means his genuine love of good would be perverted,
1941, 915, 409, 7272 , 48 J6; and not greatly multiplying to himself
silver and gold, denotes that neither can the former, nor should the
latter, allow the knowledges of truth and good to prevail with him
above charity, 1941, 425.

18. I t being, that when he sitteth upon the throne of his kingdom,
he shall write him a copy of this law in a book, out of that which
is before the priests the Levites, denotes that on the contrary, when
in heaven, he is firmly established in truth from good as his govern
ing principle, or when, on earth the church is governed by charity I

then he shall be confirmed in the Divine Law, which is the Word,
by its reception in ultimates, which ultimates are the expression of
the Divine Law with the celestial and spiritual JTIan in the heavens,
4979, 9422, 53 13, 1672 , 8620, 95i6, 284 1, 3382, 10017.

19. It being with him and his reading therein all the days of his
life, denotes that thus the spiritual man shall for ever be in the
reception of the spirit of the Word, and in the privilege of instruction
from it, 1672, 1482, 2826~, 487; and his thus learning to fear the
Lord his God, to keep all the words of this law and these statutes
to do them, denotes in order that he may continually be kept in
holy ~ear from love, and in the practice of. the precepts of the Word,
both Internally and externally, 2826'i, 200 I, 3382, 5755.

20. His heart not being lifted up above his brethren, denotes that.
in thi~ way the heart of the spiritual man, even when he is g-overned
by Divine Truth, or by the \Yord, shall not aspire to the love of
dominion, 7272, 5327, 1222; not turning aside from the command
ment to the rj~ht hand. or to the left, denotes not violating the
truths of the Word either through evil or error. 48J6, 3382, 5486,
9.556, ver. I I ; and ': to tI~e end ~hat he ~ay prolong his days in his
klngdolTI, he and his children In the midst of Israel;" denotes in
order t~at h~ may enjoy eternal life in the spiritual heaven, both
as to his ruling love and its subordinate powers, 8898, 1672 , 1482,
5912, 200, 3634.

It is said in the summary of the spiritual sense, given of this
chapter "~n the worship of the Lord by a ,C!()()d life," because the
burnt ofTennJ;s and sacrifices denote this worship : nor is the worship
of the .Lord In the sanctuary, to be r~ganled as valuable, except so
fa: a~ It conduces to the worship of a good life; and it has been well
said In the ~eginnin~ of the small work by Emanuel Swedenborj;
on the Doctrine of Li]«, that" All religion has relation to life" and
that :' the life of religion is to do good." But now, it was com
parativcly easy for the Israclitcs, in their puhlic worship, not to
offer t.o the Lord any ox or sheep in which there was a blemish,
or which was in any way imperfect; but it is not so easy for the
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spiritual man, to worship the Lord, in a good life, from perfectly
pure and undefiled natural or spiritual atTections. And yet, this is
Just what the Lord in His \Vord here says to every individual of
1he church. In the first place, therefore, we may consider this
command as a description of angelic worship, The angels do thus
worship the Lord; and when we attain to the heavenly state, we
shall thus always wor-ship the Lord; and since this is a law of the
heavenly life, we n1ay see its great value from this point of view.
But secondly, we may also know that, because this is a law of the
heavenly life, it is also the true law of human life, and that, con
sequently, it is possible for us to keep the law, For it is unreason
able to suppose that the Lord has given us a law, which cannot be
obeyed. \Vhy then, are we conscious. that we do not perfectly obey
this law, and also that it is verv idiflicult for us to do so? It is
because our hereditary life is nothing but evil; and because everyone
so far as he adopts his heredity, or so far as he acts only from
himself', which is the same thing, so far he does nothing but evil.
And if it be said that a person inherits from his parents, good dis
positions and faculties, as well as bad, the reply of true doctrine is,
that these naturally good dispositions and faculties are contaminated
with selfishness, so that the true battle of life is not between the evil
and the good into which a man is born, but between the life into
which a man is born, and the life that continually flows into him
from the Lord. And we desire to put this matter very plainly, since
so many think, and rightly so, that they are not to blame for what
they inherit from their parents, and yet at the very same time, are
ready to take credit to themselves, as being good, when they act
from the so-called good they derive from their parents. Now we
see at once the inconsistency of this. For if people are not to be
blamed for the evils they inherit, which is true (Ezek. xviii. 20), so
neither are they to receive credit for the natural good they inherit.
They can only become heavenly, therefore, by the reception of good
Irom the Lord, and by its conjunction with the holy truths of the
\Vord; and when they have affections [rom this origin, acknowledge
that it is so, and thence worship the Lord, then they offer to Him
acceptable worship,

The sum and substance, therefore, of our first section, is that
the Lord cannot be worshipped, in reality, from the hereditary loves,
which a mart has by birth from his parents, since these are con
taminatcd with selfishness and worldliness ; and now it follows, in
the second section, that examination is to be made by everyone, of
his 0\\"11 life, so that he may know for himself what his own evil
tendencies nrc, and that this examination is meant by his finding in
the midst of hirn , within his gates, a man or a woman doing evil
and transgressing the Lord's covenant. And it is said doing evil" in
the sight of the Lord," to denote action contrarv to Divine Truth,
and transgressing" His covenant," to denote action against Divine
Good, because the eyes correspond to truth, and man has conjunction
with the Lord only by love, from which it plainly appears that,
although mans hereditary life from his parents is only Ialsitv and
evil, signified by this J11an and \V001an yet he has, from the -Lord,
truth and goodness, and is therefore in aposition to choose between
the falsity and evil he has Blade actual in himself from heredity,
and the truth and good he lias received from the Lord. But the
question Ina)' now be asked, "I-Io\\:" does mnn get the truth and good
fr0I11 the Lord? And the reply J11Ust be, that he could have no life
at. a}l, simply by inheritance from his parents, since they are not the
origin of any life, and that therefore, he must also have life from

the only source of life as well, and thus must have truth and good
from the Lord, truth by instruction, and good by influx; and the
very fact that every man has these, enables him to perceive and know
that he has also made falsity and evil actual with himself from
heredity. For he is not blamed for having hereditary life from his
parents, but he is blamed for making it his own, 313; nor is anyone
tempted through his hereditary evil, but through the evils he has
made actual from what is hereditary, since "it is not allowed evil
spirits and genii to operate, except on those things, which a man
has actually procured to himself, not upon those which he receives
hereditarily," 16672. Hence then, we may see clearly, that what we
all have to repent of and reject, is our own sin, or our own falsity
and evil, through which we love supremely ourselves, signified by
the sun, all worldly things, denoted by the moon, and the falsities
thence derived represented by the host of heaven, or by the stars.
And moreover, this we cannot do unless we examine ourselves, as
ver. 4 teaches; for in this "'3Y only can we acknowledge that the
thing is true and certain, and that we have wrought abomination,
and must therefore reject our falsity and our evil by the power
of the truth, which is to stone them with stones so that they may
die.

But t\VO more points of a practical character require yet to be
noticed. One witness was not sufficient among the Israelites to
condemn an idolater; two or three at least were necessary; and
the hand of the witnesses was first to be upon him, and afterwards
the hand of all the people. I\S it is stated, literally, this law was
for the Israelites only. Btit when we consider the spir i tual sense,
then it is obvious, that it applies to all men of the Spiritual Church
whom the Israelites represent. And it is therefore for the men of
the Christian Church. Let us look broadly at this. :\ person may
love some particular evil, as for example gao1bling. But still his
understanding may rebel against it, and what is more, he 111ay deter..
mine that he will not practise it. The fact that he loves it is cer..
tainly bad enough, But since his intellect does not consent, and, in
addition, since he refuses to ganlble, it'is r-v ident that he cannot be
justly condemned as a ganlbler. So ag.ain, he may not love
gambling, and yet for some reason, he Inay be induced to practise it,
and here, too, he cannot be condemned. because his heart is not in
it. Thirdlv, he 111ay both love and understand the art, and mav be
prevented from eng-aging in it for fear of punishrnent : in this -case
also, while he could not be punished for actually gambling, he
would be guilty in his heart. And lastly, he may love it. understand
it, and continually practise it; and in this case he is altogether
condemned by the three witnesses, narnclv, his will, his understand
ing, and his" life. Hence then, we clearly see, how the evil will
alone, does not condemn a man, nor the evil thought alone, nor the
evil act alone; but that if t wo or three of these consent, how he
certainly is condemned. And w ith regard to the second points, we
are here also taught broadly, that evil is to be rejected and can..
demned, and separated from us, first by the determination of the
will, the understanding and the energy internally : and then con
sequently by all the subordinate powers of the mind externally.
And the lessons Irorn this are two. For we learn first. that no one
can be perfect only by an outward conformity to the laws of Divine
Order, when vet he docs not love them nnd comprehend them
according to his stnte and degree; and secondly that in the end, it
is the internal of a mans life as to the will and intellect that brings
the external into agreeo1ent with itself, and not the reverse. So
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that now we fully understand the Lord's words where He says,
"\Vhere t\VO or three are gathered together in my name, there am I
in the midst of them" (Matt. xviii. 19-20).

The third section is very interesting and practical, because it
relates to w ha t Jllay be said to be happening every day with the
man of the church. Not that we have to be continually deciding as
to the truth or falsity of the fundamental principles of the church
or concerning its gencral doctrines. Nor is it necessary to do so as
to the general laws of life. These are well established, and are well
known, But still there are particulars of doctrine, and of life also
about which there may be unccrtainty; and even the well established
principles, may sometimes require to be compared with others that
are assumed to be fundamental, so that it is necessary to have some
means of deciding on doubtful points. And this is the subject now
before us. I-Ience therefore it is well worthy of serious consideration.

And we find first of all, in the usual correspondential, and sym
bolical language of the \Vord, that such a general, or even universal
principle is given for our guidance. \Ve must, in difficulties of this
kind, go "unto the place which the Lord our God shall choose."
NO\V we have already learned what this means. For we have seen,
in regard to the worship of the Lord, that there is really no place
in which I:Ie caI~not be accepta?ly worshipped, while yet there is only
one state In which true worship can be offered; and that is a state
of good conjoined with truth; or in one word a state of love. For
no one really worships the Lord unless he loves the Lord and what
is from Him, And, of course, it is not only in the Law of Moses,
that we find this principle set forth, but also, in the plainest terms,
we have it put before in the Gospel of the Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ, where we read: "The first of all the commandments is,
Hear 0 Israel; the Lord our God is one Lord: and Thou shalt love
the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with
all thy mind, and with all thy strength " (Mark xii. 29-30). But our
section assures us, that this same principle of love is that by which
we must decide concerning truths; and again also this is confirmed
by the Lord in the Gospels; for we read in one place: "Blessed
are the pure in heart; for they shall see God" (l\Iatt. v. 8), and in
another: "I f any man willeth to do His will, he shall know of the
teaching whether it be of 'God" (John vii. 17). Notice however in
addition, that the priests, the Levites specifically denote love and
charity, and the judges faith conjoined with love or charity; and then
also that it is unlawful , as stated in what follows, to turn aside
from these principles, either to the evil of selfish love or to the
falsities that support it; while all judgment from thence is to be
totally condemned,

And now in coming to the last section, we learn generally, that,
in the heavenly state, which shall endure with the angels to eternity,
th:r.c \\'i~l he no other ~overnment than that of love by means of
I)!Vlne 1 ruth. For there also, or rather there especially, everyone
will act freely; and there also he will have to be guided by his
rationality; nor is it possible even to imagine any state of the per
fected human being, in which he will simply act as an automaton,
?r like a machine, .,,·hich moves merely as it is moved by some
Independent force, without will and intellect. But a word mav here
~c said as to the application of all this teaching to the church. It
IS well known fro III the \Vord that the Israelites were strongly
reproved for desiring to set up a king like the surrounding nations,
when yet the Lord was their gov(·rnor. And this si~nifies, in the
internal sense, that it is not lawful in the church, or in heaven. for

any government to exist by truth separated from good; for "All
the laws of order by which the Lord governs the universe as a king,
are truths; but all the laws by which He governs the universe as a
priest, and by which I-Ie also rules truths themselves are goods; for
government from truths alC:Hle would condemn everyone to hell; but
governnlent from goods rarses out of hell and elevates into heaven
(see 1728). 1\S these two in the Lord are conjoined, they were also
r~prese.nted of old by th.e function o~ kingship exercised in conjunc
tion with that of the priesthood, as In the case of Melchizedck, who
was king of Salem, and at the same tirne priest to the Most High
God (Ge!1. xiv. 18); and it was afterwards represented amongst the
Jews, with \VhOIl1 the representative church in its own fonn was
instituted, br the judges and priests and afterwards by the kings:
but as the ]~lngs represented truths which ought not to bear rule, by
reason. as Just stated, that they condemn, therefore their appoint
ment was, so far, displeasing to the Lord, and the people were
rebuked for it, and the quality of truth considered in itself was
described by the manner of the king (I Sam. viii. 11-18); and it had
previously been commanded by Moses (Deut. xvii. 14-18) that they
should choose genuine truth derived from good, and not spurious,
and that they should not defile it by reasonings and scientifics,'
2015 end. We here, therefore, plainly see the real nature of heavenly
government and also that of government by truth separated from
good. And in conclusion it is very important that we should notice
the signification of the king who should multiply horses to himself,
or should multiply wives to himself or silver or gold, or should
return un.to Egypt. For there is a tendency with us all during our
regeneration to be drawn a\vay from love and charity and from the
truths of the Word which insist so strongly upon a life of love and
charit~, to what is n~(:rely selfish and \voridly, and consequently to
reasonings from falsities, and manv other evils. Let the man of
the church however, be perseveri nR in his adhesion to the Word
of the Lor~. Let him have.,it well impressed on his memory, on his
und~rstandlng, and on his lif~, since this is signified by writing the
law In a book; and then he will be more and more firmly established
in these heavenly principles. which make heaven in his own soul
and which will e!1able him to govern hi:nself wisely and well, and
thus to be a blessing and not a curse to his fellow human beings even
to eternity.

s



CHAPTER XVIII

CHAPTER XVIII

SU~fltIARY OF THE SPIRITUAL SENSE

2. And they shall have
no inheritance among their
brethren: the LORD is their
inheritance, as he hath
spoken unto them.

2. And thus good, in all its
degrees, is to be accurately
distinguished from truth; is
nevertheless in truth as its re
ceptacle; and also, this recept
acle itself is from the Lord,
the perfect man being entirely
from Him, because good and
truth are entirely from Him.

THE CONTENTS OF EACH VERSE

I. All kinds of good are entirely from the Lord; are the essential
of the church in man ; are to be appropriated by man as from the
Lord; are to be carefully distinguished from truth; are to be dis
tinctly acknowledged as from the Lord; and especially must the
source of all good. or the DIVINE HUMAN, be acknowledged and wor
shipped, verso 1-5.

2. Wherever good in its lowest form is conjoined with good in its
highest form, it is equally the medium of true worship, and persons
of this character equally appropriate good from the Lord, verso 6-8.

3. In the heavenly state. and with those who are preparing for it,
all kinds of profanation are to be scrupulously avoided, and on!y the
DIVINE I-IuMAN is to be adored as the source of all truth; while all
doctrine or teaching, which is not in agrcernent and harmony there
with, is to be rejected without fear; and all persons who confirm
themselves in such false doctrine, will inevitably suffer the conse
quence of so doing. which is spiritual death or vastation as to all
good and tru th, verso 9-22.

I. The priests the Levites,
even all the tribe of Levi,
shall have no portion nor
inheritance with Israel:
they shall eat the ofTerings
of the LORD made by fire,
and his inheritance.

I. The spiritual man is in
structed, that celestial good,
or love to the Lord as mani
fested in the inmost heaven;
spiritual good, or love to the
neighbour peculiar to the
middle heaven; and natural
good, or both these loves as
they are felt by the simply
good, in the u ltirna te heaven,
are entirely from the Lord
with angcls~and men; and con
stitute the essential of the
church either as to truth or as
to g-ood; and that they are
appropriated by man only
when they are sincerely ac
knowledrred to be from the
Divine Love internally and the
Divine Truth externally.

3. And this shall be the
priests' due from the people,
from them that offer a sacri
fice, w hether it be ox or
sheep, that they shall give
unto the priest the shoulder,
and the t\VO cheeks, and the
maw.

4. The firstfruits of thy
corn, of thy wine, and of
thine oil, and the first of the
fleece of thy sheep, shalt
thou give him.

S. For the I-JORD thy God
hath chosen him out of all
thy tribes, to stand to minis
ter in the name of the I-JoRL),
him and his sons for ever.

6. And if a Levite come
from any of thy gates out of
all Israel, where he sojourn
eth, and come with all the

3. And so the external man
is bound to acknowledge, that
his life is from the Lord by
the Internal distinctly as to
thought and as to affection,
w hether it be natural or
spiritual, or whether it be
celestial life in its greatest
power ; spiritual life in its t\VO
fold aspect of charity and
faith; or natural life through
which thcse are incorporated.

4. And moreover, all the
innocence of infancy, all
youth, and all manhood, or all
natural, spiritual and celestial
good, in their successive de
veloprncnt , are to be ascribed
to the Lord, as well as all the
knowledge concerning spirit
ual things, which is derived

. from good and is conjoined
therewi tho

~. For Divine Good con
joined to Divine Truth, or the
Lord as to love and charity
with ma n, is to he thus dis
tinguished from truth or faith
in every active expression of
the wor-ship of the Lord as the
I)I\"I:-':E I-Iu~fAN, or of the good
and truth proceeding Irorn
good, which are from Him to
eternity.

6. And indeed, wherever
good in its very lowest Iorrn,
is conjoined with good in
its highest form, through
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desire of his soul unto the
place which the LORD shall
choose;

7. Then he shall minister
in the name of the LORD his
God, as all his brethren the
Levites do, which stand
there before the LORD.

8. They shall have like
portions to eat, beside that
which cometh of the sale of
his patrimony,

9. When thou art come
into the land which the
LORD thy God giveth thee,
thou shalt not learn to do
after the abominations of
those nations.

10. There shall not be
found with thee anyone
that maketh his son or his
daughter to pass through
the fire, one that useth
divination, one that practis
eth augury, or an enchanter,
or a sorcerer,

110 Or a" charmer, or a
consulter with a familiar
spi ri r, or a wizard, or a
necromancer.

regeneration, and the free
determination of man,

7. Then that lowest good is
the medium of worship just as
are the higher degrees of good
which are more immediately
from the Lord continually.

8. And persons of such a
character in the external
church equally appropriate
good as does the man of the
internal church, namely the
good which is acquired by co
operation, as well as the truth
that is given and received with
such good from the Lord.

9. And besides, when the
man of the church has realized
the heavenly state of good
even as to his external man
through the rejection of evils,
he will no longer act from any
evil principle;

10. And thus, he will not
conjoin the inmost good and
truth of the church with selfish
love; he will not pervert its
inmost truths by making evil
appear as good and falsity as
tru th; he will not corrupt its
inmost activities by asking
questions of the hells; he will
not abuse his interior life by
conjoining it with sensual
affections; his interior under
standing by mixing falsities
with it;

I I. Or his interior judgment
by confirming that conjunc
tion; and lastly he will not
debase his external life by con
firming- its cherished evils; by
the abuse of the knowledges

12. For whosoever doeth
these things is an abomina
tion unto the LORD: and
because of these abomina
tions the LORD thy God
doth drive them out from
before thee.

13. Thou shalt be perfect
with the LORD thy God.

14. For these nations,
which thou shal t possess,
hearken unto them that
practise augury, and unto
diviners: but as for thee,
the LORD thy God hath not
suffered thee so to do.

15. The LORD thy God
will raise up unto thee a
prophet from the midst of
thee, of thy brethren, like
unto me; unto him ye shall
hearken;

16. According' to all that
thou desiredst of the LORD
thy God in IIoreb in the day
of the assembly, saying, Let
me not hear again the voice
of the LORD my God, neither
let me see this great fire any
more, that I die not.

17. And the LORD said

of truth; or by establishing
himself in falsities derived
Irorn evil.

12. For all who thus pro
fane the good and tru th of the
church, intensely separate
themselves from the Lord;
and on this account the hells
are eternally separated from
the heavens;

13. And the heavens are
perfect through the reception
of good and truth in their
conjunction.

14. For all who indulge in
these evils, which are never
theless con trolled by the Lord
through the heavens, are con
joined with the hells both as
to the understanding and will ;
but it cannot be so with those
who conjoin in themselves
truth with goodness and
goodness with truth.

I 5. '~nd those who are in
good In the church, will
always be supplied with truth
in agreement therewith, and
will thus acknowledge the
DIVINE I-IU~fAN, since this is
the source of all truth, which
is to be obeyed.

16. And so it is true that
f rom the first commencement
of reg-eneration, when man is
affected bv Divine Love and
instructed'in Divine I'ruth, he
is unable bv reason of his evils
to comprehend pure Divine
Truths, or to hear the pre
sence of Divine Love in its
intensity, for thus he would
perish;

17. And this perception man
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unto me, They have well
said that which they have
spoken.

18. I will raise them up a
prophet from among their
brethren, like unto thee; and
I will put tny words in his
mouth, and he shall speak
unto them all that I shall
command him.

19. And it shall come to
pass, that whosoever will not
hearken unto my words
which he shall speak in Iny
name, I will require it of
him.

20. But the prophet,
which shall speak a word
presumptuously In my
name, which I have not
commanded him to speak,
or that shall speak in the
name of other Gods, that
same prophet shall die.

2 I •.;\nd if thou say In

thine heart, How shall we
k now the word which the
L,ORD hath not spoken?

22. \ Vhen a prophet
speaketh in the name of the
Lon n, if the thing follow
not, nor come to pass, that
is the thing which the LORD
hath not spoken: the pro
phet hath spoken it pre
sumpt uouslv, thou shalt not
be afraid of hirn ,

has at all times by accornmo
dated revelation f rom the
Lord, which is THE 'VORD,
and which he can understand;

18. And which is the revela
tion of the DIVINE HU~IAN in
a form which he can receive,
and at the same time the
\Vord in the literal sense,
adapted for the communication
of spiritual truths from the
Lord.

19. And hence it will always
happen that those who are
disobedient to the truths of
the Word, which all have re
lation to the DIVIr\E HUMAN,

will suffer the consequences of
their diosbedience.

20. But those who presume
to teach falsi ties even by ap
pealing to the '" ord itself,
and apparently in acknowledg
ment of the Lord, which are
yet contrary to the DIVINE

HUMAN, and are also mani
festly false, will suffer spirit
ual death.

2 I. And if inquiry be made
as to how falsity may be
detected,

22. Then it is to be ob
served, that when doctrine is
declared to be from the Lord,
if it be not in harmony with
Divine . Good and Divine
Truth, thus not in harmony
with the DIYI~E HU:\IAN, then
it is unmixed falsity, and is
not to be received, but op-
posed.

REFERENCES AND NOTES

I. The priests, the Levites, even all the tribe of Levi not having
any portion or inheritance with Israel, denotes instruction to the
spiritual man that celestial good or love to the Lord, as manifested
in the inmost heaven; spiritual good, or love to the neighbour,
peculiar to the middle heaven; and natural good, or both these loves,
as they are felt by the simply good in the ultimate heaven, are
entirely from the Lord with angels and men; and they constitute the
essential of the church either as to truth or good, 10,0 17, 4097,
chap. x. 9, 683; and eating the offerings of the Lord made by fire
and his inheritance, denotes that they are appropriated by man only
when they are sincerely acknowledged to be from the Divine Love
internally, and from the Divine Truth externally, 2187, 5619, 10,055,
2658.

2. Not having any inheritance among their brethren, denotes that
thus good in all its degrees is to be accurately distinguished from
truth, 2658, 367, 3654; and the Lord being their inheritance as he
had spoken unto them, denotes that nevertheless good is in truth
as its receptacle, and also that this receptacle is from the Lord, the
perfect man being entirely from Him because good and truth are
entirely from him, 2001, 2658, 2951, 3877, chap. x. 9.

3. This being the priest's due from the people, denotes that so the
external man is bound to acknowledge that his life is from the Lord
by the Internal, 9946, 7884, 1259; offering a sacrifice, whether ox
or sheep denotes distinctly as to thought and as to affection whether
it be natural or spiritual, 922-3, 2180, 4169; and giving unto the
priest the shoulder, the t'VQ cheeks, and the maw, denotes whether
it be celestial life in its ~featest power : spiritual life in its twofold
aspect of charity and faith; or natural life, through which these are
incorporated, 493 2 , 5194, 9049 6

, 5174.

4. The firstfruits of thy corn, of thy wine, and of thine oil, and
the first of the fleece of thy sheep being given to him, denotes that
all the innocence of infancv, all youth, and all manhood : or all
natural, spiritual, and celestial good in their successive development
are to be ascribed to the Lord, as well as all the knowledge con ..
cerning spiritual things, which is derived [rom good, and is conjoined
therewith, 35 197

, 3580, 886, 9223, 9470 , 56 19-

5. The Lord thy God having chosen the priest the Levite out of
all thy tribes to stand to minister in the name of the Lord, him and
his sons for ever, denotes that Divine Good conjoined to Divine
Truth, or the Lord as to love and char itv with man, is to be thus
distinguished from truth or faith in ever): expression of the worship
of the Lord as the DIYI:SE J-IuMA~. or of the good and truth proceed
ing from good, which are from Him to eternity, 2001, 39004 , 387i,
3858,3 136, 4976, 6887, 59 12.

6. A Levite coming from any of thy gates out of all Israel where
he sojourneth , and corning with all the desire of his soul unto the
place which the Lord shall choose, denotes, indeed, wherever good
in its very lowest form is conjoined with good in its highest form.
through regeneration and the free-determination of man, 3877, 1853.
2324, 3654, 146 1, 92 6g , 2001, 39004.
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7. l\Iinistering in the name of the Lord his God, as all his brethren
the Levitcs do, which stand before the Lord, denotes, that the
lowest good is the medium of worship, just as are the higher degrees
of good, which nre more irnmediutely from the Lord continually,
4976, 6887, 2001, 1222,3877, 3136.

8. Having like portions to eat, beside that which cometh of the
sale of his patrirnony, denotes that persons of such a character in
the external church, equally appropriate good as does the man of
the internal church, namely the good which is acquired by co
operation, as well as the truth that is given and received with such·
good from the Lord, 4397, 2 IS7, 4752 , 2004 , 3703.

9. Coming into the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee,
denotes the realization of the heavenly state of good, 3705, 2001 t

8899; first overcoming the nations, which is implied, denotes the
rejection of evils from the natural man, 1205; and not doing after
their abominations, denotes that there will be no action from any
evil- principle, 5755, 7454.

10. Not being found with thee anyone that rnaketh his son or his
daughter to pass through the fire, denotes that thus man w ill not
conjoin the inmost truth and good of the church with selfish love,
489, 5338, 934; one that useth divination, denotes one who rnakes
evil appear like good, and falsity like truth, q248, i297; one that
practiseth augury, denotes one who asks questions of the hells,
because the Hebrew word here translated practising augury, is
rendered in the Latin by interrogans in'[crna, which means ques
tioning the hells, 91887; an enchanter, denotes one who abuses his
interior life by conjoining it with sensual affections, because the
word here translated enchanter is rendered in the Latin by augurator,
which means practising augury, or divination by birds, while the
Hebrew word also means a serpent, and divining by serpents, 91881,
5149, 197; and a sorcerer denotes one who perverts the truth of the
church by rnixing falsities with it, 9188.

I I. A charmer, or another kind of enchanter, denotes one who
abuses his interior judjrrnent by confinning that conjunction, accord
ing to the series, which, it will be observed, in these two verses,
describes the life, understanding, and activity, each in its threefold
order, ql88 7 ; a consulter with a Inmiliar spirit, denotes one who con
firms, in his external life its clu-r ished evils; because a [amiliar spirit
indicates one closely associated by afTection, 91881; a wizard, or :l

soothsaver , denotes one who abuses the knowledges of truth, because
the 11cbrow word means one w ho knows, q 1887 , 3698; and a
necromancer denotes one \\"110 establishes himself in falsities derived
[rom evil, for a nccrornnncer means one who questions the dcnd ,
and by the dead are signifled those who are without spiritual life,
91881, ~ 81, 272.

There is an apparent confusion in our versions and in the Arcalla
Ccrleslia as to the various terms in these verses, and especially in
regard to "one who practises augury" the A. l'. not using this expres
sion, the R. F. assigning it to one Hebrew word, and A.C. to
another; but in the ori~inal langua~e there are nine distinct expres
sions, the same in the Latin of A.C., and the same in the English
translation, so that there is no real want of distinctness in the series
of the in tcrnal sense.

CIIAPTER x vttt

12. Whosoever doing- these things being an abomination unto the
Lord, denotes that all who thus profane the good and truth of the
church, intenselv separate themselves from the Lord, 5755, 7454;
and because of these abominations the Lord thy God driving them
out from before thee, denotes that, on this account, the hells are
eternally separated from the heavens, 7454, 2001, 10,638, 10,674'

13. Being perfect with the Lord thy God, denotes that the heavens
are perfect through the reception of good and truth in their conjunc
tion, 3654, 4803, 2001.

14. These nations, which thou shalt possess, hearkening unto them
that practise augury, or rather ask questions of the hells, and are
diviners, denotes that all who indulge in these evils, which are never
theless controlled by the Lord through the heavens, are conjoined
with the hells both as to understanding and will, 6306, 2658, 2542,

vera 10; and the Lord thy God not suffering thee to do so, denotes
that it cannot be so with those who conjoin in themselves truth
with goodness, and goodness with truth, 3654, 2001, 8899, 5755.

Observe that, in this verse, the words "thou shalt possess," signify
that the Lord controls the hells through the heavens, since the
regenerated man, or the angel, has no longer any need, as he had
during regeneration, to compel himse-lf to refrain from evil; whilr ,
on the other hand the wicked in hell are controlled by the Lord
through the heavens medin tely ; and this is the only way in which
the good could have the euil as a possession.

15. The Lord thy God raising up unto thee a Prophet, from the
midst of' thee, of thy brethren, like unto Moses ; and the Israelites
hearkening unto him, denotes that those who are in good in the
church, will always be supplied with truth in a~re('nl('nt thr-rewit h ,
and will thus acknowlr-dj;« the I)I\'INJ,: Ilt'MAN, sinr« this is t lu
source of all truth, \\'hich.is to be obeyed, 200f, 23()o, 2534, 2542.

16. "According- to all that thou dcsirr-dst of the Lord thy God in
Horeb on the day of the assemhly ;" denotes Irorn the first C0I11111CI1C('

mer.t of regeneration, \\"h(,11 man is nflecu-d by Divine Love, and
instructed in Divine l'ruth, 3654, 9269, 2001, 6830, 7843; saying,
denotes perception, 1822; and" Let me not hear again the voice of
the Lord IllY God, neither let me see this g-reat fire any more, that
I die not," denotes t hat he is unable bv reason of his evils to
comprehend pure Div inc Trut hs, or to b('(~r the presence of Divine
Love in its intensity, for thus he would perish, 3Ib], 219, 2001, 2150,
934, 54 0 i ·

17· The Lord saying unto Moses, thf'y h.ive well said that which
they have spoken, denotes that this pr-rce-pt ion man has at all t imcs,
by accommodated revelation from the Lord, which is the \Vord,
and which he can understand, 2001, i822, JOIO, 4258, 295 I.

IS. "I will raise thern up a prophet f rom among their brethren,
like unto thee; and I will put my words in his mouth, and he shall
speak unto them all that I command hirn ," denotes the revelation
of the DIVI='E II eM:\=' in a form which man can receive, and at the
same time the 'Yard in the literal sense, adapted for the communi
cation of spiritual truths from the Lord, ver. 15, 7010, 6987, 295 I,

5486.

19· It corning to pass that all who will not hearken unto the words
of the Lord which shall be spoken in I-I is narne, that it shall be
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required of hirn , denotes that it will always happen, that those who
are disobedient to the truths of the \Vord which all have relation
to the DI\'INE IluMAN, will suffer the consequences of their disobedi
ence, 49i9, 254 2 , 1288, 200 I, 295 I, 6887, 1005.

20. The prophet that shall speak a word presumptuously in the
name of the Lord, which he had not COITIIl1anded him to speak, or
tha t shall speak in the name of other gods, dying, denotes that those
~vho presLune' to teach falsities, even by appealing to the Word
Itself, and apparently in acknowledgment of the Lord, which are
y~t contrary .tt? the DIVINE HUMAN, and are also manifestly false,
\\"111 suffer spiritual death, 2534, 295 1 , 9012, 6887 , 5486, 8867, 5407..

21. Saying in thine heart, How shall we know the word which the
Lord hath not spoken? denotes, if enquiry be made as to how falsity
Blay be detected, 1822, 7272, 2230, 1288, 2001, 2951.

22. When a prophet speaketh in the name of the Lord denotes
when .doctrinc is de~lared to be from the Lord, 2534, 295 I, 6887;
the thing not following nor corning to pass, denotes if it be not in
harmony with Di,:ine Good and Divine "Truth, 1288, 5°75, 3191,
4Qi9, 683 ; that being the thing which the Lord hath not spoken,
denotes that it is not in harmony with the DIVINE HUMAN, 5075,
200 I, 295 I, .16;8; th~ propht;t having spoken it presumptuously,
denotes that It IS unmixed falsity, 9012 ; and not being afraid of him
denotes that it is not to be received but opposed, 1787, 28269 • '

As we have found from the study of the last, and of previous
ch~p~ers that no one can truly worship the Lord, except from the
principle of love, and that no one can properly know the truth
~xcept fr~)ln love, so we now learn from the present chapter, in its
first ~cct1on, that love of every degree is from the Lord alone, and
that !t 11lay be appropriated by I11an, as if it were his own. This
teaching however, as well as the fact that love is the essential of
all \vor~hip is not new to us, although we sec it here put in a new
conne~tlon, as may be seen from the contents of the last, and of the
follo\vln~ chapter. And we are further to reflect here, that the
love which proceeds from the Lord, in its descending- aSSUl1leS three
forms. l1al1~('.ly, love to the Lord, or celest ial love; love to the neigh
hour, or ~plr~lual love; and these two in the lowest degree, as natural
love.. And since love thus proceeds from the Lord, and is di fferentlv
ma nifest cd by man, we may extend the teaching, and remember
that there never c~n be to all eternity two human beings having
cx~ctly th; ~alne ~(l.nd of love to the Lord or love to the neighbour,
this pecl111?nty ar rsmg' f:0111 the I nfinity of the Lord.

But agaIn, another point to be noticed is the absolute distinction
of love frol~l truth, which is so emphatically shown by the separation
of the Levites from the rest of the tribes, and by their having no
portion nor inheritance among theine Not that the other tribes do
not repre~c,:t e~ch some kind of good or love, as well as truth; but
that as distinguished from the tribe of Levi, they, taken as a whole,
denote truth. And certainly, all human experience goes to show that
love and truth are distinguished as are the will and understanding
o~ I~uln,. so. that alnlos~ e.ver~:body clearly understands, in a general
\\ a~, t!llS importnnt distinction, However, there is another thing
~,"hlch IS !10t generally so well understood, and therefore it is here
Just nl:n.tIoned, nanlel)': that although tr~th is not love, yet it is the
[onn \\ hich love takes In the understanding, and that therefore truth
IS also called thought, just as love is also called feeling.

And again, we Il1ay here think a little particularly'--on the eatina_ h

here named, which signifies appropriation, that is, the reception
of the Lord '5 life by man as mans own. Surely eating, and thus
keeping up the constituents of the body is a very wonderful thing;
and we are sure that nobody can understand it in all its fulness.
And so indeed it is with the reception of life or love every day with
us. I t appears to be actually our own life; and this outward appear
ance arises from the fact that such is the Lord's love that He
desires, as it were, to give Himself to His creatures. And this should
stimulate us as recipients, not only to acknowledge that our life is
from the Lord day by day, as we ought notwithstanding the appear
ance, but also to desire to give our life, or devote our life in service
to others, not at all looking for any reward, or claiming any merit,
except only as a means of supporting our life, so to speak, externally.
For we appropriate life mediately from or through others, as well as
immediately from the Lord; and this is not to be forgotten. And
this brings us to our last point. The Lord is not only the Infinite
Father of the human race, Whom none can comprehend, and none
explore; He is also the infinitely glorious Divine Man, Who is called
the Divine Human about Whom we can know something, as U Our
Father in the heavens," and that it is from Him we have our life.
For He is signified by the name of the Lord, and also by Levi in
the supreme sense. And now therefore, as the Levites appropriated
the offerings of the Israelites, these gifts signifying the acknowledg
ment of the Lord, on the part of the man of the church generally,
so may we, as true Israelites, acknowledge the Lord in His Divine
Human, or the Lord Jesus Christ our Saviour as the manifested
Father, and as the real giver of every good and perfect gift
continually,

In considering the second section, and noticing that a Levite in
the highest sense represents the Lord, especially as to His love and
mercy, and yet in the lowest sense, the man of the external church
\vh~ is in ~ood, 10383, 3&"-S, 10,OIi, we perceive how it is that by a
Levite comrng from the gates out of all Israel especially denotes,
good in the lowest form, and that his corning to the place which the
L.ord chooses, denotes the conjunction of this good with good in the
highest fonn, 3900-1. And when we think carefully about this, we
have a further evidence that the good by which we are all saved
is not hereditary good, but good from the Lord, and thus that from
t~e very b('ginning of regeneration, there is a mysterious conjunc
tion between man and the Lord, and that unless there were such
conj,:!nction, a person could not be r~gf'nerated at all. This then is
the Important teaching of the first verse of the section; and it is
intensified by its being said, that this Levite comes with all the
desire of his soul. that -is, manifestlv in the full exercise of his free ..
determination. For ""C nlay depend upon it that the Lord draws no
man to Himself by an irresistible force, but entirely by the freedom
of love and reason combined. No one therefore was ever saved, or
ever will be saved except in this w av, But how the Lord thus
secretly influences a man so that he comes with all the desire of his
soul to Him c:-~nnot be known by us; for it is one of the things that
belong unto Himself (Dcut. xxix, 29).

But the second verse of this section puts before us another beautiful
and elevating truth. For it teaches that the worship of the Lord
may be just as genuine and just as sincere from a man of the
external church, as from a man of the internal, provided, however,
that it is the Divine 1-1 urnan , signified by the" Name of the Lord
his. Go:!," that is worshipped. The reason is, because all worship
which IS not the worship of the Lord as a Divine Man, is. so far,
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imperfect, however sincere it may be, 281 I. Now we ought to
understand very clearly, why no worship can be genuine unless it is
the worship of the Lord as a Divine Man. First, it is because the
Divine Being is essentially a Divine Man, or the infinitely Divine
Man, since finite man was created in His image and likeness (Gen. i.
26-27). And this means that hurnan beings are finite forms of Divine
Love and Divine \Visdom; and to be a form of the Divine Love,
and the Divine Wisdom, is to be in the highest possible created
form. And this being so, it follows that, while no one can worship
the Infinite in the Divine Being, because it is above the conception
of man, yet all can think of, and therefore worship, the Divine
Love and Wisdom by which the Lord is manifested; and this really
is the Divine Human (John i. J8). To think then of that love, which
seeks the happiness and salvation of all mankind without any shadow
of selfishness, and of that wisdom, which provides for the happiness
and salvation of all mankind; and to desire earnestly and intelligently
to have the same kind of love and wisdom, as far as a finite being
can have it, is to love and worship the Divine Being as the Divine
Human, and thus it is to love and worship the Lord Jesus Christ,
\Vho carne into the world to save His people from their sins, out of
pure love and wisdorn ; and true worship is, consequently, to love
}-Iirn, and to shun evil and do good exactly as lie commanded.

But we must say also a little on the closing words of the section.
To eat, literally, is to have our life supported physically by food. To
eat spiritually, is to have our souls nourished by the reception of
love and wisdom from the Lord; and we know that these are repre
sented by the bread and the wine of the Holy Supper. To eat and
drink therefore, as in this Holy Supper is to reciprocate the Lord's
love; and the eating of the Levite means the same. But it is said,
"besidc, what cometh of the sale of his patrimony"; or as the A. V.
has it in the margin "beside his sales by the fathers." Now this, in
the literal sense, evidently refers to what was due to the Levite, on
account of the office he held; and we know that the tithes ","ere
appropriated to them, and that they represent remains of good and
truth stored up with man by the Lord during regeneration, and
afterwards implanted in the external man, 19, i37; and that is the
reason for the interpretation here given, thc selling denoting COIn
rnunicat ion from the Lord, and the buying, which is implied, denoting
reception by man (Isaiah lv, 1-2, Rev. iii. 18).

In commencing the last section, the main teaching that attracts
our attention, is that the heaven lv state into which we shall enter
when fully regenerated, is a perfect state; and also that the principles
of the church which lead to that heavenly state, are perfect. And
here we have to remember that this is not only the teaching of the
literal sense of the part of the section referred to, but that it is
certainly the teaching of the internal sense as well, and is confirmed
by the Lord Himself in the New Testament in such a ,,·ay as to
leave no doubt whatever about it (Matt. v. 48). For we see in our
chapter that, previously to this statement, all kinds of evil and
falsity, which are called the abominations of the nations cast out of
the land of Canaan by the Israelites, are strictly forbidden, implying
therefore that they do not exist in the heavens, and ought not to be
practised by the man of the church while he is preparing himself
for heaven. And \ve say particularly, "oug-ht not to be practised by
the Inan of thc church," because everyone has the po\ver during
regeneration not to do evil, although he is not yet free from the
teInptation to do it, and rnay be led astray by falsities \vhich he
regards as truths. But secondly, \ve notice here the terms in which
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evil~ a!1d falsities are described, in order to point out that they are
all IndlCatIv.e of natural and spiritual idolatry and superstition, and
are suggestive of n:~thads of ac.tian w hich are obviously opposed to
~he proper and Iegitirnate exercise of reason and liberty. And this
IS ~rue, ~vhet!l~r we regard the things named either in their literal
or .In their spiritual sense. For it is the highest privilege of a human
be.ln.g to act, .to the best ~f his. ability, according to the laws of
DIVIne Order In the world In which he finds himself; and for this
reason he is endowed with the capacity to learn and practise natural
truths, and. also to understa~d, to love, and to be obedient to spiritual
trl.;lths,. \~"hlch ar~ r~\'eal.ed In the \Yord; nor is he ever deprived of
this P~IvJ1<:ge, enjoying It e\:en to eternity, and advancing more and
more In hIS state of perfection continually thereby. Thus then we
have now before us a full and complete condemnation of all depend
ence, ip matters. ~f life, on mere chance, on merely selfish loves,
on vain supcrstrtion, on unlawful intercoursc with the unseen
spiritual world, and on trusting to craft and cunning for true
advancement and success.

.But again, there is more than this. There is a positive assurance
that, in every state of .his life, man shall never want the knowledge
of the truth, nor especially, shall he ever be without a manifestation
of the l?ivine. Life, adapted to his state under all his changes. For,
as a finite being, even In the heavens as well as in the world, he is
unable to penetrate into the mysteries of the Infinite· and therefore
it has always been provided that he should never be without revela..
tion; and our section is also a promise of the fulfilment of the
gr~ndest of all the truths of revelation, namely that the Divine Being
!"Itmself should be born las the Redeemer and Saviour of His people
In such a way as to overcome the powers of evil and error on man's
behalf, and to preserve him free, for ever to receive eternal life and
happiness. For "l~he Lord thy God will raise up un to thee a
p:ophet from the midst of thee of thy brethren, like unto me; unto
him ye shall hearken .. 4\. and I will put my words in his mouth;
and he shall speak ... all that I command him." And when we,
t~erefore, rc.flect u.pon. these words, and also compare them in their
IItera.1 and In their }1Jgher senses, with the words of the Gospel,
that indeed, th~ onl~ begotten So,,! is the complete and full revelation
of the EverlastIng Father (John I. J8), then we understand, or may
understand by a car.eful study of the Word, what is meant by the
prophet, and what IS meant by thc DIVINE f-ICM/\N, since by the
Lord as the prophet is signified the Divine Truth of the \Vord as
our Teacher, and by the same Lord as the Divine H urnan is meant
the manifested Redeemer and Saviour, in \Vhose single person is
embodi~d the whole Di\·in~.Trinity of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit
(John XIV. 8-18, Matt. XXVIll. 18-20, Acts XIX. 5), and Who is, there
fore, the o~lIy proper object of worship by men upon the earth and
by angels m heaven. And hence then it is not to be wondered at
that our section concludes with the tcachinp, that what is not in
h~rI?ony with Divine Love manifested in Divine Wisdorn : or with
Divine Good manifested in Divine Truth : or with the DIVINE
HUMAN-which is signified by what does not come to pass, is entirely
f~lse, and !hat a.lJ p~rs~ns,. who adopt such falsity because their
lives are evil, .,,:hlch )S SIgnified by speaking presumptuously, 90 12 ,

s~all suffer SplrI!UaJ death. May we now, therefore, pray for the
tIme to conle qUIckly, ,,"hen all Inen shall kno\v the Lord froIn the
least unt? the gre:~test ; or fronl the Levite that Ininisters in the gate,
to the pnest that 15 continually before the Lord, in .. the place which
He chooses"?



CHAPTER XI.X 271

SU~I~IARY OF THE SPIRITUAL SENSE

THE CONTENTS OF EACH 'TERSE

CI-IAPTER XIX

I. Concerning the protection of those who commit evil through
ignorance, and without evil intention, by means of the doctrine of
charity. in fulness, according to the state of the church, and also
concerning those who wilfully commit evil and confirm it in them
selves, verso 1-13.

2. There is !In eternal distinction between good and evil, and
between one kind or degree of good and another, which is to be
carefully observed, ver, 14.

3. Also one truth is not sufficient for the condemnation of evil
or for the confirmation of good, but there must be the testimony of
many truths, ver. IS.

4. And lastly falsity grounded in evil, when it invades the church.
or infests and causes temptation in the individual, is to be discovered.
and exposed by an appeal to the highest good and truth of the
ch.u~ch; and it is to be separated therefrom, by the eternal law of
Divine Order through which evil is the cause of its own punishment
and good of its own happiness or reward, verso 16-21. '

charity by instruction in doc
trine, and by the removal of
evil and falsity, so that there
may be an orderly arrangement
of all man's powers as to
celestial, spiritual, and natural
life in ultimates, and from
g-ood and tru th in conjunction;
by which means there may be
a refuge from evil committed
in ignorance and without evil
intention.

4. For charity provides that
sin through ignorance does
not destroy spiritual life; and
therefore the man who injures
the spiritual life of another
by false teaching, or by the
persuasion that what is evil
is good unconsciously and
without intention of evil;

5. As for example, when
discussion arises concerning
doctrine, frorn ignorance and
yet from a zeal for good, and
the po"oer of the will and
understanding are rashly ex
erted, by means of the literal
sense of the \ Vord, to destrov
what is supposed to be false;
and truth is, for the time
being, separated from good
in the heat of argument, and
thus good is injured or de
stroyed; then the doctrine of
chari.t)' teaches that the spirit
ual life of the offender is not
lost.

borders of thy land, which
the LORD thy God causeth
thee to inherit, into three
parts, that every manslayer
may flee thi ther.

S. As when a man goeth
into the forest ,,,ith· his
neighbour to hew wood, and
his hand fetcheth a stroke
with the axe to cut down the
tree, and the head stippeth
from the helve, and lighteth
upon his neighbour, that he
die; he shall flee unto one of
these ci ties and li ve :

4. And this is the case of
the manslayer, which shall
flee thither and live : whoso
killeth his neighbour un
awares, and hated him not
in time past;

I. \Vhen the Lord in His
Divine Human has overcome
the infernal powers ; has
thereby enabled man to do
the sa~e; has thus established
a New Church upon earth
generally and individually;
and man is made perfect both
as to truth and as to good;

I. \Vhen the LORD thy
God shall cut off the
nations, whose land the
I-JoRD thy God giveth thee,
and thou succeedest them,
and dwel Jest in their cities,
and in their houses;

2. Thou shalt separate
three cities for thee in the
midst of thy land, which the
fjORD thy God giveth thee
to possess it.

.1. Thou shalt prepare
thee the \yay, and divide the

27°

2. Then the internal man
shall be distinctly influenced
by the doctrine of charity in
Iulncss, for charity is the ~ gift
of the Lord, and is continually
given to man as if it were his
own.

3. But it IS necessary to
prepare for the reception of

6. Lest the avenger of
blood pursue the man
slayer, wh i le his heart is
hot, and overtake him, be
cause the wav is 10n~, and
smite him mo~tallv; whereas
~e was not worthy 'of death,
Inasmuch as he hated him
not in time past.

h. Arid indeed, care' is to be
taken by those who earnestly
oppose evil or defend gooef,
lest, under the temporary in
fluence of selfish love in con
tention about truths, and the
desire for victory, or because
the point in dispute is difficult
to decide, the spiritual life of
another should be destroyed,
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7. "Therefore I command
thee, saying, Thou shalt
separate three cities for thee.

8. And if the LORD thy
God enlarge thy border, as
he hath sworn unto thy
fathers, and give thee all the
land which he promised to
give unto thy fathers;

9. If thou shalt keep all
this commandment to do it,
which I command thee this
day, to love the LORD thy
God, and to walk ever in his
\vays; then shalt thou add
three cities more for thee,
beside these three:

10. That innocent blood
be not shed in the midst of
thy land, which the LORD
thy God giveth thee for an
inheritance, and so blood be
upon thee.

I I. But if any man hate
his neighbour, and lie in
wait for him, and rise up
against him, and smite him
mortally that he die; and he
flee into one of these cities:

J 2. Then the elders of his

when yet he has not contended
from selfish love, but from a
zeal for good.

7. Wherefore the truth of
charity teaches, from the Lord,
that innocence in ignorance
should be defended completely
by genuine doctrine.

8. And further, it is true,
that in proportion to the ex
tension of the heavenly king
dom within the soul by the
reception of truth conjoined
with good from the Lord, and
in proportion as good is con
firmed by truth in the external
as well as in the internal man,

9. And the spiritual man is
obedient to the Lord in every
state of his life, both from
love interiorly and from truth
extcriorly; then in the same
proportion, shall doctrine be
fully and completely conjoined
with charity in the external
man.

10. So that innocence in
ignorance is no longer vio
la ted, w hen man is a full re
cipie~t of the heavenly life;
nor IS he guilty before the
Lord.

I I. But on the other hand,
if any onc from unmixed sel
fishness, and therefore from
hatred and with deceit, per
verts and destroys the holv
principle of charity, or \vhe~
evil spirits insinuate them
selves into heavenly societies
with a view to the destruction
of charity, and yet he, or they,
outwardly assumes the ap
pearance of innocence;

12. Then by the force of

city shall send and fetch
him thence, and deliver him
into the hand of the avenrrer
of blood, that he may die~

13. Thine eve shall not
pity him, but thou shalt put
a\vay the innocent blood
from Israel, that it may go
well with thee.

14. Thou shalt not re
move thy neighbour's land
mark, which they of old time
have set, in thine inheritance
which thou shalt inherit, in
the lan.d that the LORD thy
~od giveth thee to possess
1t.

15. One witness shall not
rise up against a man for
~ny iniq~ity, or for any sin,
In any sin that he sinneth :
at the mouth of t\VO \vit
nesses, or at the mouth of
three witnesses, shall a
matter be established..

16. If an unrighteous wit
ness rise up against an v
man to testify against him
of \vrong doing;

17. Then both the men
between whom the contro~
versy is, shall stand before

'l.:

good and truth which flows
in continually from the Lord,
such evil is rejected, and is
left to suffer its legitimate
consequences; and total vas
tation is the result.

13. For truth from good
cannot excuse evil, nor permit
the violation of charity in the
Spiritual Church, because it
discerns that only by the re
jection of evil can eternal hap
piness be fully secured.

14. And there is an eternal
distinction between good and
evil, and between one kind or
deg-ree of good and another
\v.hich is always to be recog:
nized ; and the more so as the
spiritual man realizes a state
of .hca:rcnly good internally t

which IS expressed in the life
of heavenly usefulness exter
nally.

IS..And further, one truth
alone is not sufficient to con
demn a man who may have
done evil; but there must be
the agreement of nlany truths,
and thus the conjunction of
good with truth, and truth
with action; and this in de
ci~ing- as to the quality of
evil. and as to the confirmation
of good.

16. Also when a man of the
church is persuaded Irorn the
influx of evil which is op
posed to his cherished good
principles, that he has con
firmed himself in the evil
which tempts him;

17. Then both the evil and
the good principles by which
such a man is influenced, are
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REFERE~CES AND NOTES

T. The Lord thy God cutting off the nations, denotes when the
Lord in 1-1 is Divine I-I urnan has overcome the in fernal pO\\'ers, and
has thereby enabled man to do the same, 2001 J 6887, 5302, 1868,

the LORD, before the priests
and the judges which shall
be in those days;

18. And the judges shall
make diligent inquisition:
and, behold, if the witness
be a false witness, and hath
testified falsely against his
brother;

19. l"hen shall ye do unto
him, as he had thought to
do unto his brother: so
shalt thou put a\vay the evil
from the midst of thee.

20. And those which re
main shall hear, and fear,
and shall henceforth commit
no more any such evil in the
midst of thee.

2 I. And thine eye shall
not pity; life shall go for
life, eye for eye, tooth for
tooth, hand for hand, foot
for foot.

tcs ted by celestial good and
spiritual truth derived frorn
the Lord, and thus the real
state of the man of the church
is investigated.

18. And such investigation
is exactly according to the
Divine Truths of the Word
which search the hearts of
Olen; and if it be discovered
that the accusation of such
evil spirits is false, because
good and truth are the ruling
principles of the man's life,

19. Then the evil really
rebounds on the spirits ,vh~
tempted, and is remitted to
him who is established firmly
in good.

20. And thus the spiritual
life of man is strengthened and
confirmed by the temptation
both as to faith and as to love,
and as to life; and just in pro
portion as this happens he
ceases to be tempted by such
evil.

2I. For truth from good
cannot have any sympathy
with evil ;,vhile every selfish
affection, every false prin
ciple, and every confirmation
of falsity and evil, and thus
alike the evil of the internal
man and the evil of the external
together, brings punishment
upon itse]f.

6280-1 ; whose land the Lord thy God giveth thee, denotes the estab
lishrnent of a New Church upon the earth generally and individually,
3705, 8899; and succeeding the nations, and dwelling in their cities
and in their houses, denotes t ha t thus man is made perfect as to
truth and as to good, 2658, 1293, 402, 2233.

2. Separating three cities in the midst of thy land which the Lord
thy God giveth thee to possess it, denotes that then the internal
man shall be distinctly influenced by the doctrine of charity in ful
ness, for charity is the gift of the Lord, and is continually given to
man as if it were his own, 434 2 , 6i2I, 40 2 , 200, 3i05, 8899, 2658.

3. Preparing the way, denotes that it is necessary to prepare for
the reception of charity by instruction in doctrine, and by the removal
of evil and falsity, 3142; dividing the ·borders of thy land, denotes
so that there may be an orderly arrangement of all man 's powers
as to celestial, spiritual, and natural life in ultirnates, 4342, 8063,
37°5; which the Lord thy God causeth thee to inherit, denotes from
good and truth in conjunction 2001, 2658; into three parts, denotes
in fulness as to celestial, spiritual, and natural life, 672I, 9825; and
every manslayer fleeing thither, denotes a refuge from evil committed
in ignorance and without evil intention, 901 I.

4. This being the case of the manslayer, which shall flee thither
and live: whoso killeth his neighbour unawares, and hated him not
in times past, denotes that charity provides that sin through ignor
ance, does not destroy spiritual life; and therefore, the man who
injures the spiritual life of another by false teaching, or by persuasion
that what is evil is good, unconsciously and without intention of evil,
9011.

5. "As when a man gooth into the forest with his neighbour to
hew wood, and his hand fCtcheth a stroke with the axe to cut down
the tree, and the head slippeth from the helve, and lighteth upon
his neighbour, that he die; he shall flee unto one of these cities and
live," denotes that when discussion arises concerning doctrine, from
ignorance and yet from a zeal for good, and the power of the
will and understanding are rashly exerted, by means of the literal
sense of the Word, to destroy what is supposed to be false; and
truth is, for the time being, sepnrnted (rOlTI good in the heat of the
argument, and thus good is injured or destroyed; then the doctrine
of charity teaches that the spiritual life of the offender is not lost,
gOI I.

6. "Lest the averurcr of blood pursue the manslnvcr, while his
h~art is hot, and overtake him, because the way is long, and smite
him mortally; when as he was not worthv of death, inasmuch as
he hated him not in times past," denotes that indeed care is to be
taken by those who earnestly oppose evil or defend good, lest, under
the temporary influence of selfish Jove in contention about truths,
and the desire for victory, or because the point in dispute is difficult
to decide, the spiritual life of another should be destroyed, when yet
he has not contended Irorn selfish love, but from a zeal for goocl,
because the avenger of blood, denotes the consequence of destroyinj;
the spiritual. life of another, which is· spiritual death to the offender,
8223 ; pu~sulng the manslayer, denotes that this comes upon those
who are In contention about truths, 81J6, 9011; his heart being hot
denotes the temporary in fluence of selfish 10\'c, 7272, 934; overtakin g
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him, denotes communication by influx, that is, from the evil infusing
the selfish desire for victory, 8155; the \vay being long, denotes that
the point in dispute is diflicult to decide, 2234, 2625, chap. xiv, 24;
smiting hirn mortally , denotes the destruction of spiritual life, 425 I ;

not being worthy of death, denotes not having contended from
selfish love, 304, 1326; and inasmuch as he hated him not in times
past, denotes, contention from a zeal for good, 693.

7. On this account the command being given to separate three
cities, denotes that, therefore, the truth of charity teaches, from the
Lord that innocence in ignorance should be defended completely by
genuine doctrine, 7010, 5486, 4342, 672 I, 402.

8. The Lord thy God enlarging thy border, as he hath sworn
unto thy fathers, and giving thee all the land which he promised
to give unto thy fathers, denotes that it is true that in proportion
to the extension of the heavenly kingdom within the soul by the
reception truth conjoined with good frorn the Lord, and in propor
tion as good is confirmed by truth in the external as well as in the
internal mart, 2001, 8063, 2842, 3703, 8899, 3705, 2951.

9. Keeping all this commandment to do it, which I command
thee this day, to love the Lord thy God to walk in his ways, denotes
that the spiritual man is obedient to the Lord in every state of his
life, both from love internally and from truth interiorily, 33 82, 5755,
7010, 5486, 2838, 2001, 519, -2234; and adding three cities more for
thee beside these three, denotes that then, in the same proportion
shall doctrine be fully and completely conjoined with charity in the
external man, 469 2 , 6721, 402.

10. That innocent blood be not shed in the midst of thy land
which the Lord thy God giveth thee for an inheritance, and so blood
be upon thee, denotes tha t so innocence in ignorance is no longer
violated, when man is a full recipient of the heavenly life, nor is
he guilty before the Lord, 1010, 200, 3705, 2001, 8899, 2658 , 374-

I I. 1\ mart hating his neighbour, and lying in wait for him, and
rising up against h irn , and smiting' him mortally that ~e die, denotes
one acting from unmixed-selfishness, and therefor~ \:"Ith hatred ~nd

dccei t , or who perverts and destroys the holy principle of ~harl~Y;

or when evil spirits insinuate themselves into heavenly societies with
a view to the destruction of charity, 158, 693, 24 2 5, 9009, 10,4 13,

4251, 3°4; and fleeing in to one of these cities, denotes outwardly to
as~ulne the appearance of innocence, 901 I.

12. The elders of the city sending and fetching him thence. denotes
that by the force of good- and truth that flows in continually ~rom
the Lord, such evil is rejected, 890216, 402, 2397, 6744; and deltv~r

ing him into the hand of the avenger of blood that he may die,
denotes being left to suffer its legitimate consequences, total vasta
tion being the result, 5544, 822 3, 5407.

13. Thine eye not pitying him, and putting away the innocent
blood from Israr-l that it mav go well with thee, denotes that truth
from good cannot excuse evil, nor permit the violation of ~ha~ity
ill the Spiritual Church, because it discerns that only by the rejection
of evil can eternnl happiness be fully secured, 440<), 705 I, 8223,
10,43 I, 1005, 365·t, 4258.

14- Not removing thy neighbour's landmark, which they of old
time have set in thine inheritance, denotes that there is an eternal
distinction between good and evil, and between one kind and degree
of good and another which is always to be recognized, 4S83, 8063,
79843, 2425, 1802, 1854; and which thou shalt. inherit in the land
which the Lord thy God giveth thee to possess It, denotes the more
so as the spiritual I11an realizes a state of heavenly good internally,
which is expressed in the life of heavenly usefulness externally,
2658, 370 5, 2001, 8S99, 202&-9.

IS. One witness not rising up against a I11an for any iniquity or
for any sin, in any sin that he sinneth, denotes that one truth alone
is not sufficient to condemn a n1an who I1lay have done evil, 41971,
10,4 13, 158, 9156; and a matter being established at the mouth of
two or three witnesses, denotes that there must be the agreement
of many truths, and thus the conjunction of good with truth, and
truth with action; and this in deciding as to the quality of evil and
the confirmation of good, 4 1971

, 5 194, 4010, 5075, 5964, 5817, 8760.

16. An unrighteous w it ncss rising up against any man to testify
against him of wrong doing, denotes, when a man of the church
is persuaded from the influx of evil which is opposed to his cherished
good principles, that he has confirmed him self in the evil that
tempts him, 89083, 5964, 5755, 7165, 7168, 1668.

17. Both the Olen between whom the controversy is, standing before
the Lord, before the priests, and the judges, which shall be in those
days, denotes that then both the evil and the good principles by which
such a man is influenced, are tested by celestial good and spiritual
truth derived from the Lord, and thus the real state of the man
of the church is investigated, 89683, 158, 6764-5, 3136, 2001, 1728 ,
2258, 487.

18. 'The judges makinj; diligent inquisition, and the witness being
a false witness, and testifying falsely against his brother, denotes
that such investigation is exactly according to the Divine Truths
of the \Vord, which se...arch the hearts of Olen; and if it be dis
covered that the accusation of such evil spirits is false, because good
and truth are the ruling principles of the mans life, 2258, 94 25,
89083, 2360.

19· Doing unto the false witness as he had thought to do unto
his brother, and so the evil being put a\\'ay Irorn the midst of thee,
denotes that then the evil really rebounds on the spirits who
tempted, and is remitted to him who i~ established firmly in good,
8223, 2360 , 4551- 2, 8206, 200, 8391.

20. Those remaininp hearing and fearin~ and henceforth commit
ting no more any such evil in the midst of thee, denotes that thus
the spiritual life of I11an is strengthened and confirrned by the
temptation, both as to faith and as to love, and as to life; and that
ju~t in proportion as this happens, he ceases to be tempted by such
evil, 5897, 3163, 2826, 5755, 4889, 200.

21. Thine eye not pitying; and life going for life, eye for eye,
tooth for tooth, hand for hand, and foot for foot, denotes that truth
from .good cannot have any sympathy with evil; while every selfish
affection, every false principle, and every confirmation of falsity and
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evil, and thus alike the evil of the internal man, and the evil of the
external together, brings punishment upon itself, 2148, 7051, 9048
9°5 2, 5327-~, 8223.

In reflecting upon all the things, now formally stated and demon
strated in the foregoing account, and considering that they refer to
the state of the angels in heaven, as well as to the Ulan of the church
on earth, we may wonder very much in what \vay they can be
understood of the aflgels, with whom evil and falsity are no longer
active. The general truth, however, which shows that they can be
so understood, is that angels are finite beings, and must so remain
for ever. Hence then, in SOI11e \vay which we cannot now fully
comprehend, we olay be sure that our chapter contains SOIne lessons
for them, corresponding to those which the internal sense contains
for the man of the Spiritual Church. Leaving this mystery there
fore, until the time comes when we shall be in heaven ourselves,
through full and complete regeneration, it is sufficient, at present,
to study these subjects as they apply to ourselves.

And to begin with, even now there is a sense in which, as
members of the church, we dwell in the cities, once belonging to
the encmv. For, [rom the time when each of us decided, in free
dorn and ~ with good reason, to serve the Lord and not ourselves,
we have been, potentially, and in some degree, actually, inhabitants
of the heavenly country; and so \VC may see slightly, how it is that
our life is fixed. \Ve know indeed that we olay still abandon our
position, if we like; but, of course, we have made up our minds, and
\\'C do not intend to do that. Love to the Lord and love to our
neighbour. with the faith thence derived, are now our dwelling place,
each of us living in a certain city, and having a certain function
therein. But still, we are liable to make mistakes ; and conse
quently, besides the cities in which we dwell, there are cities of
refuge, that is, there is protection against evil and error committed
i~norantly, a nd innocently, and without our own fault. And these
arc our cities of refuge of which at first, it is said, there are only
three. And, of course, it means that we have complete protection,
for three signifies this.

Bu t w ha t is it thn t protects us? I t is the truth of chari ty, of
faith, and of obedience, which is confirmed in us; or rather it is the
Lord, by 1l1PanS of this. And the three parts into which the borders
are to be divided, are charity, faith, and obedience themselves,
distinctly nck now ledjrcd as th·e g overning principle of our lives,
frOI11 tile Lord. For therein we must abide, not withstanding our
weakness and ignorance, and therein alone is the protection we
need.

But we proceed to notice the other parts of the section. We may
violate the laws of our life through the influence of our merely
natural afTections, without intending to do so, or we may be
injured by falsities in religion, or may injure others in this way,
even when we are zealous for what we conceive to be the truth;
and in this case also, we need protection when we unwit tingly do
wrong, And this is what is described by going to cut wood in a
forest. For we rnay dispute about good; and in our earnest zeal
for gooel, tllay receive injury from others. or may do injury to them
without at all desiring to do so. In this case also, therefore, we
need the protection of our cities of refuge, and it is certain that we
shall be protected. For even ;dthough our good nlay be con
tanlinated \\'ith an idea of oleritin~ thereby, or although our truth
Inay be falsified, the Lord kno\\'s \\'C desire to serve Him faithfully,
and is \vith us if \\'c abide \vith I liln.

Now, however, we have to notice that, according to the progress
we make in regeneration, that is, as our heavenly border is enla.rge,d,
we need three other cities of refuge, and that these really signify
protection also, even when we have conquered more of pur spiritu~l

enemies. For the truth is that even when our external man IS
conjoined with our internal by victory in the spiritual conflict, \:'c
nlay still unwittingly err as in our earlier states, and we shall still
need to seek refuge from the avenger of blood. For unless the
Lord provided for this we should be certainly lost. And indeed,
how can a finite being presume, that he will ever be able to act
independently of the Lord, or from hi~lself alone? A.nd hence,
therefore, our section concludes by showing that there IS no pro
tection for deliberate wickedness.

The second and third sections, although distinct, may still be
taken together, because the one has relation to the p:eservatioo of
good, and the other to the complete separation of evil from good.
The Hebrew word translated "landrnark" in ver, 14, means a
boundary or limi t; and it is said to h~ve been set by ~loses ?f old
time. And this leads us to observe, since the Lord Himself IS the
origin of all things, and is called the 4& Ancient of Days " as to His
Divine Love, 94io, therefore, in the suprclllc sense, these are land
marks or boundaries from Him, which are the laws of His Divine
Order and cannot be removed or altered. And the eternal distinction
between good and evil is one of these laws, So also is the distinction
between Divine Love, Divine Wisdom, and Divine Energy. And
thence also are the eternal distinctions between the three heavens,
between one angelic society and another, between one angel and
another and between one man and another. And therefore it is the
duty of' the man of t.he churc~ to recogni~e t~ese eternal distinc
tions; and the more highly he IS advanced In hIS stat~ of regene.ra
tion, the more exactly will he do this; and further a ht~le reflection
will certainly show how very much the eternal happiness of the
heavenly life is incr~'lsed"?y so doing. tlence ther;. we may ~O\V
see, in a very comprehensive and clear. :vay. th~ spiritual me~nl~lg'

of ver. 14, which we have made a section In Itself. beca'-!se It In
volves so much, and also because so much unhappiness IS caused
by interfering [rom selfish love, and false notions of things, by the
endeavours we make to violate this universal law, by persisting in
wrong associations. and therefore our gn"at practical lesson here,
is to be verv careful as we pass through li fe, not to in fringe on the
just rights of others, which is a very common \vay of removing our
neighbour's Iandrnark.

But now, not only is it necessary to attend to these distinctions
all through our livr-s ; we have also to remember that before we can
do this properly, evil and error are to be separa ted, and. that they
cannot be separated in any arbitrary \\'ny, but only according to ~h("

law of Divine Order contained in the spiritual sense of ver. IS, which
also is placed by itself on account. of its great i.nlJX>rtance i~ practical
life. Call anyone have prosper ity and happiness even In worldly
things, if he neglects the laws of life on the natural plane? .And
neither can he do so if he npglects the laws of life on the spiritual
plane? But one of t he first laws of the spiritual life is, that man
should reject evil. And in order to do this he must k now what
evil is. l\lerelv kno,,\'ing this, ho\\'ever, \\'ill not enable hiol to
reject it; but in addition- he Inust desire to reject it, and he nlust
understand ho\v this is to be dOIH". lIenee in this Inatter there Blust
be t\\"o or three \\'itnesses and not one onl\'. But nCHV. \\'hat \\'ill
condemn a person to a pprnlanent state of evil? \\"ill loving the
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evil by itself do this? Not so, because man is born in sin and shapen
in iniquity, and although we cannot help it, yet it is a fact that we
love evil, because we love the cause of it, that is, we love ourselves,
and are full of self-in terest from our birth. And yet this will not
condemn us, just because we could not help being so born. But we
are condemned, nevertheless, if we consent, and determine to remain
in the love of evil. And the reason for this is, that we are also
born, by virtue of our reception of life from the Lord, into the
capacity to love good. And we could no more help being born in
this way from the Lord than we can help being born in evil from
our parents. And so then we are born in a state of freedom to love
either good or evil; for the life we have from the Lord, as our
Creator, is of such a character, that it will not compel us to be good;
and. all the same, the life that we have by heredity from our parents
is of such a character, that it cannot compel us. Thus then we can
choose between good and evil, since it is of the Divine Providence
that we not only can love, we can also understand, and we can
understand the difference between good and evil. And thus we see
that if we decide from our freedom and from our understanding both
together that we will be either good or evil the two witnesses are
evidence of this. And also much more is a third witness, that is,
our action or our doing. For again, we are not compelled by any
force at all to do either good or evil. And yet if we decide to do
good or to do evil both from our will and understanding, again the
three witnesses settle the matter, But why ? It is because the love
of evil on the one hand and the love of good on the other, combined
with the consent of our understanding, confirmed by our action,
fixes what our eternal life shall be. 'That is, the three witnesses
condemn us if we choose the life of evil. And here it is to be care
fully noticed that, if we choose good, consent to it, and do it, we
are in harmony with the Divine intention in regard to every man.
For the Lord's life is such that it wills the salvation of every man,
whereas, if we choose evil we know that it is such that it cannot
be in harmony with the Divine Life and Love. This then, we
conceive is a just understanding of the subject of our section, and
accounts for the permanency of both heaven and hell. And the
lesson is so obvious as not to need more than common sense to
perceive it. \Ve are not obliged to choose evil and confirm it; and
we may willingty choose good and confirm it. \Ve pass now, there
[ore, to our last section.

And the very first thing- that appears, in the internal sense, is
realized in the course of his regeneration by everyone. Spiritually,
false witnesses rise up against him. But this does not mean that,
when a person is tempted by evil spirits, there is not any evil in the
man, because we have already learned that evil spirits are notallowed
to tempt man through his hereditary life, but only through some evil
which the man himself has made actual, 166i end. U niess, there
fore, there is evil in a man in this way, he cannot be tempted. But
on the other hand, when evil in general, and essential evil have
been conquered by man, then potentially, although not, as yet, fully,
his ruling life is good frorn the Lord. But also, it is needful that
man should be tempted as to particular evils, which are included in
evil in general, denoted by the Arnor ites, and in essential evil denoted
by Og the king of Hashan , chap. ii. 33. iii. 3. And hence therefore
\VC see that, so far as we are established in good; so far the evil
spirits who infest us arc false witnesses :lgainst us. And this is
really what is meant by the false witness rising up against us. And,
of course, being established in good, when thus tempted, we again

overcome by the po\ver of the Lord. The temptation, however, is
still real, and so, for the time being, we seem to ourselves actually
to be in the evil through which we are te1pted, and this experience
enables us to confirm ourselves against it. Hence now we see the
use of the temptation. But secondly we are to note that our state
is known to the Lord both as to its falsity and as to its truth, and
is manifested to ourselves. For we begin to realize more and more,
that we are can firmed in good, and that this is so, since the truths
of the Word, which we have made the governing principles of our
lives, are conjoined with our good from the Lord; and consequently
they will not, in the judgment, condemn us. And this is repre
sented by all that is said in verso 17-18. But thirdly we see from
ver. 19, and also distinctly from ver. 21, that evil rebounds upon
him who is in it, and consequently carries with it its own punish
ment, and that hence, by the process of the Judgment , evil spirits
are entirely separated from the man who is in g-ood, and that there
fore he can no longer be tempted. For he is now fully in good and
truth conjoined as to the external man as well as the internal, which
is signified by the words of ver. 20, which show, in their spiritual
sense, that evil is so fully rejected that man no more is guilty or
can be guilty of deliberate sin. And this being so, it is impossible
that he can return evil for evil, or take revenge as the literal sense
seems to teach. Concerning this however we add the following words
in conclusion: U I t very frequently happens in the other life, that
the wicked, when they are desirous to occasion evil to the good,
are grievously punished ; and that the evil which they intend for
others returns upon themselves. This appears at the time as if it
were revenge from the good; but it is not revenge, neither is it
from the good, to whom, in such a case opportunity is given from
the laws of order; yea, the good do not will evil to thern : but still
they cannot take a\vay the evil of punishment, because, at such
times, they are kept in t he intention of good, just as a judge, who
sees a malefactor punished, or as a father w hen he sees his son
chastised by a master; the wicked, when they inflict punishment,
do it from the lust of doing r-vil , but the good from the affection
of doin~ good. From these considerations it may appear what is
meant by the Lord's words about loving an enemy in Matthcw ;
and about the law of retaliation, which was not repealed by the
Lord but explained, namely. thatlhose who are in heavenly love
ought not to delight in retaliation, or revenge, but in doing good;
and that the very law of order, which protects the good man, does
it of itself by means of the wicked." 8223.
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approach and speak unto the
people,

predominant with him, and is
conjoined with truth by influx.

SU~l~tARY OF' TIlE SPIRITUAL SENSE

THE CONTENTS OF EACH VERSE

1. In spiritual temptutions, man ought not to Iear his enemies,
although they l11ay appear to be more powerful than hirnself, because
the Lord is with him, and good is predominant in the internal man,
encouraging him to obedience, to fearlessness, and to dependence
upon the Lord who fights for him, verso 1-4.

2. But he who has established himself in truths from a principle
of good; he who has acquired a store of truths; or he who has,
(rOl11 a principle of truth, entered into the affection of truth, which
precedes the conjunction of good and truth as well as he who is in
a state of selfish fear, and yet has not truly acknowledged the Lord
in ternally according to his state, before engaging in temptation ought
to do so lest he should fail and die spiritually by confirming evil
and falsity in himself. And also it is to be remembered that before
temptation, the rational man is adequately prepared for the conflict.
verso 5-9.

J. Further particulars are described concerning temptations, which
follow in their order, verso 10-20.

5· And this is effected by
means of spiritual truth in
t~e .natural man flowing in and
g-lvlng the perception, that
every one who has established
himself in truths from a prin
ciple of good, and yet has not
fully ackno\vledged that good
to be from the Lord, before
eng-aging in temptation is to
make this ackno\vledgment,
lest he should fail in the con
flict and become confirmed in
evil.

4· For good conjoined with
truth Irom the Lord is with
him inmostly and enables him
as from himself, to contend
against evil and secure his
salvation.

3· And thence he has per
ception that he is to be obedi
ent, that he must necessarily
cndure temptations from evils,
that he is to stand firm in his
ruling love of good, and that
from every degree of his life
selfish fear is to be banished.

6. Also that everyone who
has acquired a store of truths
and yet has not sincerely ac~
knowledged the Lord, before
cngag-ing. in temptation ought
to do t his , and thus acquire
the Rood of truth, lest he
should fail in the temptation,
and he vasta ted as to all
truths, or in other words be

fi · ,
con irmed In falsity.

5. And the officers shall
speak unto the people, say
ing, -What man is there that
hath built a new house, and
hath not dedicated it? let
him go and return to his
house, lest he die in the
battle, and another man
dedicate ito

4. For the LORD your
God is he that goeth with
you, to fight for you against
your enemies, to save you.

3. And shall say unto
them, I-lear, 0 Israel, ye
draw nigh this dav unto
battle against your enemies:
let not your heart fai nt; fear
not, nor tremble, neither be
ye affrighted at them;

6. And what man is there
that hath planted a vine
yard, and hath not used the
fruit thereof? let him go
and return unto his house,
lest he die in the battle, and
another man use the fruit
thereof.

I. \ Vhen the spiritual man
is let into temptations, and
has to contend against his
spiritual enemies, which are
evils, and are supported by
intellectual po\\"crs, and false
doctrines, apparently more
powcrful than truths both ex
tcrnal and internal, he is not
to fear them, because he is
defended by the Lord, Who,
through the work of redemp
tion delivered him Irorn the
bondage of the merely natural
rnan.

10 When thou goest forth
to battle against thine
enemies, and seest horses,
and chariots, and a people
more than thou, thou shalt
not be afraid of them: for
the L.ORI> th v Goel is wi th
thee, which brought thee up
()u t 0 f the Iand 0 f l~gyp t .

2. j\ nd itsha II be, \vhen
yc draw nigh unto the
battle, that the priest shall
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2. l\ nd it happens w hen
man enters into temptation,
that the principle of good is

i· And what man is there
that hath betrothed a wife,
and hath not taken her? Jet
him go and return unto his

i· 1\nd aIs0, eve ry 0 ne w h0

has f rom a principle of truth
entered into the affection of
truth which precedes the
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house, lest he die in the
battle, and another man take
her.

8. And the officers shall
speak further unto the
people, and they shall say,
What man is there that is
fearful and faint-hearted?
let him go and return unto
his house, lest his brethren's
heart melt as his heart.

9. And it shall. be, when
the officers have made an
end of speaking unto the
people, that they shall ap
point captains of hosts at
the head of the people.

10. When thou drawest
nig~ unt.o a city to fight
against It, then proclaim
peace unto it.

II. And it shall be, if it
Blake thee ariswer of peace,
and open unto thee, then it
shall .be, that all the people
that IS found therein shall
become tributary unto thee,
and shall serve thee.

conjunction of goodness with
truth, before engaging in
temptation, ought to have that
conjunction inwardly realized,
lest he should fail in the con
flict, and evil be conjoined
with falsity in him.

8. And further spiritual
truth in the natural man flows.
in and gives the perception,
that everyone who is in a
state of selfish fear both as to
understanding and will, before
engaging in temptation, ought
to cast out fear from a prin
ciple of good, lest he should
fail in the conflict, and confirm
that fear inwardly as well as
outwardly,

9. And lastly it will happen
that when man has received
full instruction through the
medium of spiritual truth in
the natural degree, the rational
faculty of the natural man will
he prepared, and will be fur
nished with truths adequate
to the conflict against his
spiri tual enemies.

10. /\gain the spiritual man
is instructed that all conflict
against evil and falsity, must
involve a state of peace and
innocence internally, which
powerfully affects the evil
spirits who are the cause of
the temptation, and strength
ens the man who is the subject
of it.

I I. And it nlay be, never
theless, that the natural man
in its state of opposition to
the spiritual might seek a
merely outward agreement
with truth, and be willing' to
submit to the goyernment of
the spiritual from selfish

12. And if it will make no
peace with thee, but wil l
make war against thee, then
thou shal t besiege it:

13. And when the LORD
thy God delivereth it into
thine hand, thou shalt smite
every male thereof with the
edge of the sword :

14. But the women, and
the little ones, and the cattle,
and all that is in the city,
even all the spoil thereof,
shalt thou take for a prey
unto thyself; and thou shalt
eat the spoil of thine
enemies, which the LORD
thy God hath given .thee.

IS. Thus shalt thou do
unto all the cities which are
very far off from thee, which
are not of the cities of these
nations.

16. But of the cures of
these peoples, which the
L,ORD thy God giycth thee
for an inheritance, thou
shalt save alive nothing that
breatheth:

17. But thou shalt utterly
destroy them; the Hittite,
and the Arnorite, the
Canaanite, and the Periz-

motives, and thus to claim
merit for obedience and ser
vice.

12. But if the man of the
church perceives his error, and
that the natural man cannot
thus be in harmony wi th the
spiritual, but is still opposed
to it, he Blust resist the natural
man.

13. And when, from a prin
ciple of genuine good con
joined with truth, he conquers
the tendency to claim merit,
he must reject every false
thought by means of Divine
"[ruth.

14. But he must preserve
for heavenly uses, every
natural affection for know
ledge, every incipient good of
innocence, all good natural
affections, and in short, all
the powers of the natural man
thus made subordinate, and
shall appropriate them as his
from the Lord.

15. And this law is to be
observed with regard to all the
natural powers remote from
the spiritual, because of the
tcndency to obedience only
from selfish motives, and yet
not from a radically evil state.

16. But every false doctrine
and every evil in which it
orig-inate;, which oug-ht to he
devoted to destruction, be
cause it is opposed to the truly
natural mind, is to be corn
pletcly rejected.

17- For all falsities and
evils 1l111St be utterly destroyed,
namely every falsity from evil
and every evil itself which is
internal; every evil and its
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zite, the Hivite, and the
Jebusite; as the LORD thy
God hath commanded thee:

18. That they teach you
not to do after all their
abominations, which they
have done unto their gods;
so should ye sin against the
LORD your God.

19. When thou shalt be
siege a city a long time, in
Inaking war against it to
take it, thou shalt not de
stroy the trees thereof by
wielding an axe against
thern : for thou mayest eat
of them, and thou shalt not
cut them down ; for is the
tree of the field man, that it
should be besieged of thee?

20. Only the trees which
thou knowest that they be
not trees for meat, thou shalt
destroy and cut them down ;
and thou shalt build bul
warks against the city that
maket h war with thee until
it fall. '

falsity which is external; and
indeed every evil in which
there may appear to be some
thing of good; and every
falsity in which there may ap
pear to be something of truth;
for these are wholly opposed
to the influx and reception of
life from the Lord in its
integrity;

18. And thev delude the
understanding by drawing it
into abominable evils, which
are called good from false doc
trines, and lead to wicked
actions, which cause aversion
from Divine Good conjoined
to Divine 'Truth.

19. l\loreover, the spiritual
man, in resisting false doctrine
and the evil from which it
springs, through a long course
of temptations, is to De ever
on his guard, lest, while doing
so, as from himself, he should
do injury to any perception of
truth by claiming merit to
himself on account of it; for
indeed he may appropriate
such perceptions as from the
Lord in him, but not as his
own ; and perceptions of truth
and good are not from the self
hood of man, and therefore
ought not to be violated.

20. But perceptions of fal
si ty because they do not pro
mote g'ood, are to be rejected
with evil both in will and
thought; and therefore the
spiritual man is, in tempta
tions, to be persistent in de
fending himself against falsity
and evil, by the literal sense
of the \\"o~d, in its genuine
meaning, until they are entirely
overcome.

I~EFERE~CES A~I) NOTES

I. Going forth to bat tie against thine enemies, and seeing horses
and chariots and a people more than thou, denotes that the spirituai
man is let into temptations, and has to contend against his spiritual
enemies, which are evils, and are supported by intellectual powers,
and false doctrines, apparently more powerful than truths, both
internal and external, 3335, 1664, 2851 , 2150, 2762, 5945, 1259, 6172,
3654; not being afraid of them, denotes evidently not fearing, 2826;
and the Lord thy God being with thee, which brought thee up out
of the land of Egypt, denotes because he is defended by the Lord,
Who through the "work of redemption delivered him from the
bondage of the merely natural man, 8864, 8866.

2. It being that when ye draw nigh unto the battle, the priest shall
approach and speak unto the people, denotes that it happens when
man enters into temptation, that the principle of good is pre
dominant w ith him, and is conjoined with truths by influx, 1728,
10,021, 295 I, 1259 .

3. Saying "Hear, 0 Israel, ye draw nigh this day unto battle
against your enemies;" denotes that thence he has perception that
he is to be obedient, and that he Blust necessarily endure temptations
from evils, 1822, 2542, 10,02 J, 48j, 1664, 285 I; and not letting the
heart faint, not fearing, not trembling, nor being affrighted at them,
denotes that he is to stand firm in his ruling love of good, and that
from every degree of his life selfish fear is to be banished, 1272,
3820, 2826.

4. The Lord your God going with you to fight for you against
your enemies to save you, denotes that good conjoined with truth
from the Lord is with him inrnostlv, "and enables him, as from
himself to contend against evil and secure his salvation, 2001, 3335,
63, 285 1 , 8595, Num. xiii, 8, 3654.

5. The officers speaking unto the people ~aying, denotes that this
is effected by means of spiritual truths in the natural man flowing
in, and giving the perception, jIll, 2951, 1259, 1822, chap. xvi, 18;
a man building- a new house, and not dedicating- it, denotes everyone
who has established himself in truths from a principle of good,- and
yet has not fully acknowledged that ~ood to be from the Lord, 158,
4390, 10662 , 10,227; and his going and returning to his house lest he
die in the battle and another man dedicate it, denotes that before
engaging in temptation he must make this acknowlcdarnent, lest he
should fail in the conflict and become confirmed in evil, 3335, 2288,
2233, 304, 1664, 10,22j, 361.

6. :\ man planting a vineyard, and not using the fruit thereof,
denotes everyone who has acquired a store of truths, and yet has not
sincerely acknowledged the Lord, by a good life, IS8, 1069, Lev, xix,
24; and going and returning to his house, lest he die in the battle,
and another man use the fruit thereof, denotes that before engaging
in temptation he ought to do this, and thus acquire the good of
truth, lest he should fail in the temptation and be vastated of all
truths, or in other words be confirmed in falsity, 3335, 2288, 2233,
304, 1664, 10,227, 361, Lev. x ix , 24.
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7. A man that hath betrothed a wife, and hath not taken her,
denotes everyone who has from a principle of truth entered into the
affection of truth which precedes the conjunction of goodness and
truth, 158, 8996, 1468; and g-oing- and returning to his house, lest
he die in the battle and another man take her, denotes that, before
engaging in temptation, he ought to have that conjunction inwardly
realized, lest he should fail in the con flier, and evil be conjoined
with falsity in him, 3335, 2288, 2233, 304, 1664, 1468, 5 138.

8. The officers speaking further unto the people and saying,
denotes that spiritual truth in the natural man flows in and gives
the perception, 711 I, 2951, 1259, 1822, chap. xvi. 18; the man that
is fearful and fainthearted, denotes everyone who is in selfish love
both as to understanding and will, 158, 2826, 7272, 3820; and going,
and returning to his house, lest his brethren's heart melt as his
heart, denotes that before engaging in temptation he ought to cast
out fear from a principle of good, lest he should fail in the conflict,
and confirm that fear inwardly as well as outwardly, 3335, 2288,
2233, 2826, 7272, 3820, 2360.

9. I t happening that when the officers have made an end of
speaking unto the people, they shall appoint captains of hosts at
the head of the people, denotes that lastly, it will happen, that
when man has received full instruction, through the medium of
spiritual truth in the natural degree, the rational faculty of the
natural man will be prepared, and will be furnished with truths
adequate to the conflict against his spiritual enemies, 4979, 71 I I,

3586, 295 1 , 1259 , 5288, 4790,7236, 3728, 1 Kings v. I, A.H. 337, 832.

10. When drawing nigh into a city to fIght against it proclaiming
peace unto it, denotes that all conflict against evil and falsity, must
involve a state of peace and innocence internally, which powerfully
affects the evil spirits, who are the cause of the temptation, and
strengthens the man who is the subject of it, 10,02 I, 9378, 402,

1664 , 6840, 3780.

I I. I t shall be, denotes that it will happen, 49i9; rna king thee an
nnswer of peace, and opening unto thee, denotes that the natural
man in its state of opposition to the spiritual might rest in a merely
outward agreelllent with truth, 2919, 3780, 2851; and all the people
therein bt l C0 l11in g tributary unto thee, and serving thee, denotes being
willing to submit to the governInent of the spiritual from selfish
motives, and thus to claim rnerit for obedience and service, 1259,
40 2 , 6394, 1097.

12. I f the city will make no peace with thee, but will make war
against thee, then besieging it, denotes that if the man of the church
perceives his error, and that the natural man cannot thus be in
harmony with the spiritual, but is still opposed to it, he must resist
the natural man, 402, ver. I I, 1664, 28513.

13. When the Lord thy God hath delivered the city into thy hand,
smiting every male thereof with the edge of the sword, denotes that
when from a principle of g-enuine ~ood conjoined with truth, he
conquers the tendency to claim merit, he must reject every false
thought by means of Divine Truth, 2001, 8899, 9 13 3 , 4251, 24663,
2799·

14. The women denote every natural affection for knowledge, and
the little ones denote every incipient good of innocence, 5946 , .430 ;

the cattle and all that is in the city, denote all good natural affections,
and in short, all the po\\'ers of t~f' natural !1:a n , 6134, 40 2 ; e:ren ~ll
the spoil thereof, denotes celestial and spirit ual good acquired In
temptations, 1851; taking for ~ ..~ prey unt? thys(:lf, denot.es to. be
made subordinate, 3242·t; and eating the spoil of thine enemies which
the Lord thy God hath given thee, denotes appropriation from the
Lord, 2187, 1851, 2851, 2001, 8899·

15. Thus doing unto the cities that are very far off from thee,
which are not of the cities of these nations, denotes that this law
is to be observed with regard to all the natural powers remote from
the spiritual, because of the tendency to obedience only from selfish
motives, and yet not from a radically evil state, 5755, 40 2 , 89 18,

1259, 6306.

16. Of the cities of these peoples, which the Lord thy God giveth
thee for an inheritance, not saving alive anything that breatheth,
denotes that every false doctrine, and every evil in which it origin
ates, which ought to be devoted to destruction, because it is opposed
to the truly natural mind, is to be completely rejected, 40 2 , 1259,
2001, 8899, 2658, 5679, i4 1 J.

17. Utterly destroying those nations, denotes that all f~lsities and
evils must be utterly destroyed or devoted to destruction, 9193;

the Hittite, and the Arnorite, denote every falsity from evil and
every evil itself which is internal, 1867; the Canaanite, and the
Perizzite denote every evil and its falsity which is external, 1573;
the Hivite denotes every evil in which there may appear to be
something of good, 6860; and the jebusite, denotes every fals~ty
in which there may appeat: to be sOIllething of truth, 6860; while
as the Lord thy God hath "commanded thee," denotes that these are
wholly opposed to the' influx and reception of life from the Lord in
its integrity, 2001, 5486, 3654-

18. " That they teach you not to do after all their abominations,
which they have done unto their gods," denotes that they delude the
understanding by drawing it into abominable evils, which are called
good from false doctrines, iooi, 5i55, 7454, 8867; and U so should
ye sin against the Lord your God." denotes that these evils cause
aversion from Divine Good conjoined to Divine Truth, 4997, 2001.

19. Besieging a city a long time in making war against it to take
it, denotes resisting false doctrines and the evil from which it springs
through a long course of ternptat ions, 285 I, 2625, 1664; not destroy
ing the trees thereof by wielding an axe against. them, and cuttiI:g
them down, denotes that he is to be ever on hIS guard lest while
doing so, as from himself, he should do injury to any perception of
truth by claiming merit to himself on ac~ount of it, 2682! 901 I ;

eating them, denotes that he may appropnate such perceptions as
{rOITI the Lord in him, 2 lSi; not cutting them down, denotes not
claiming them as his ow n , 90 I I ; and U I s the tree of the field man
that it should be besieged of thee?" denotes that perceptions of truth
and good are not from the selfhood of man, and therefore ought
not to be violated, 26~2, 29il, 429, 7120, 8908, 2RSI, 3654, NUll1.
xxiii. 19.

u
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20. OI~ly the trees which thou knowest that they be not trees for
Ine~t being destroyed and cut down. denotes that perceptions of
falsity, because they do not promote good are to be rejected with
evi.l ~oth in will and t.hought, 2.682, 2230, 678, 2395, gOll, 683; and
~ul1dlng bulwarks agaInst the city that maketh war with thee until
It fall, de!lotes ~hat ther~fore ~he spiritu~l man is, in temptations,
t.o be persistent In defen~ul~ hlmse.If agaln~t falsit~ and evil, by the
literal sense of the Word In ItS genuine meaning, until they are entirely
overcome, 1304, 72973, 1689.

It is generally understood in the Christian Church that the wars
mentioned in scripture are symbolical of the spiritual warfare; that is
of. the conflicts that arc carried on in the mind of man, between
evil on the one hand and good on the other. But it is not so well
known that each account of wars there recorded describes that con
~ict, in the internal sense, in a different \vay, so as to involve instruc
tion concerning it which is very useful in helping the man of the
church to be successful against his spiritual enemies, who nlay either
be. r.egarde~l. as evil tendc!lcies and impulses, and thoughts, or as evil
spirits exciting such feelings and thoughts. But such is really the
cas<:, and. therefore we must here note the particulars of our first
section With care, And the first thing stated involves the fact that
evil spirits a lways begin the warfare, and not that the person who
is te~pted, does ~o. For we are taught to pray that we may not
enter Into te~ptatlon .(~1a~t. xxvi. 41~; and we know from experience
that temptation con~lsts In the excitement .of our evil passions by
~olne ou.t\'lard occasion and. at the same tune by the using up of
Il1w.ard Inlpulses,. and that then it is that we must go to battle
against o~r enemies, and that we have to contemplate, to begin with,
the opposing forces, described as horses, and chariots, and a people
!110re than ourselves. An~ horsesr ,as the references show, signify
Intellectual. powers called Into activity by our selfishness; chariots,
false doctnnes; and people falsities from evil in g-eneral. I n fact,
w.e all know, or ou~h~ to know, each for himself, the plague of
his own heart; and It IS well that we should feel that our enemies
are more powerful than ourselves. For from ourselves we have no
P?\ver against ~vil; a~d no person ever conquered by trusting to
h!InSelf; but J~elther did h~ c.ver do so without contending, as from
himself, or. with th~ conviction that he must resist the tempters,
by po\ver given to hun from the Lord. For it is because the Lord
by corning in.to the world, and contending for man against all the
powers of evil and hell, redeemed all mankind, and thus preserved
!luln~n freedom, that each man has power from Him to do the same
III his own part~cular c~se. 'This then, is the rest of the teaching
of the first section, which shows that he who is tempted has no
cause f?r selfish fear. \Ve are bound therefore, to recognize this
conne~tton,. between the work of Redemption accomplished by the
I-:0r:d In His Hum~n Nature, and His redemption also of every in
dividual, rcmernbering, at the same time, that He does not do for
man, what we each have to do for ourselves. We are not, person
ally, to be afraid of the enemy.

These things, ho~ev.cr, \ve have had a ~eneral idea of; and \'le
all kno\v, .too, t!lat It IS the Lord, \Vho fights for us, ,vhen \ve co
o~crate \vlth 1:1 lin.. But \v~ arc not so ,veIl acquainted, perhaps,
\\ lth the teachl~g .Involve~ In the part that the priest takes before
t!le battle; and .. t IS on thiS account worthy of our particular atten
tion. . Jn the hlp;hest sense the priest represents the Lord Himself.
But sInce the Lord is also spoken of as man's actual Redeetner
and as He \Vho fights for us, the priest, in this connection, represents

good from the Lord in ourselves. For no man can overcome in
telnpta~ioI1, unless he be I?rincipled i.1l good, and unless he fights
!rom his s~ate of good agaInst the evil by which he is tempted. It
1S no use simply to. contend against evil because it is injurious to us,
or because we desire to be saved, or to go to heaven. These are
certainly included in our state of good; but they are not the state
of good itself: .For. that, really, is our ruling love of use from the
Lord, and dlst1ng~lshes us from every other person. And it is
because we have this love, that we can overcome, and cast out fear.
Hence then is the importance of the teaching derived from our state
of good. For it urges us to be obedient; it assures us that the
conflict is necessary; and it renders us firm in our determination to
conquer, and all the more so, because it is assured that the Lord
from Whom all good COI1leS is omnipotent to save those who faith
fully trust in 1-1 irn,
. And no\~ COIl1iJ.1g to t!le ~econd section, we Inay also note, how
Important IS the Instruction It contains generally, and how interest
ing are the distinctions here made l \Ve can ali recognize the value
of the Lord's teaching in Matt, vii. 24-27, about building our houses ·
that it is to be understood spiritually; and that there nlay be a good
and a bad foundation on which we build. It is the same here. 1"'0
establish ourseJve~ in truth apparently as a dwelling place for good,
and yet not to dedicate ourselves to the Lord, is to build on the sand :
and such a one c~nnot be a victor in temptation. And yet how many
attempt to do this, and do not reflect that they must be in good by
the acknowledgment of the Lord, from Whom all good comes, before
they can conquer! And hence we see what is meant by returning
to our house, namely, that \\"C must have good from the Lord, because
~~e can?ot properly contend from selfish love. Again, we know that

the vineyard o.f the Lord of Hosts is the house of Israel, and the
!Hen of Judah his pleasant plant" (Isaiah v. 7), or that the vineyard
1~ the chur~h .of the Lord..in ourselves; and hence tha t to plan t a
vineyard, signifies to acquire a store of truths. But if we do this
without ': using the fruit thereof tt (Lev..xix. 23-25), that is, without
consecrating ourselves ~o. the Lord in ~the fruits of a good life, we
ca~~ot overcome our splntu~~ foes. we ought, therefore, here also,
to return. to our house, spiritually as before, for otherwise spiritual
death awaits us. But there is a third case. For we have learned
also from the Lord in the Gospel (Matt. xxii. 2) that the kingdom
of heaven, or. the church, in us, is like unto a certain king which
made a !narnage for .his ~on, or in the spiritual sense, that there
must be In. us the conjunction of truth with goodness, and therefore
that the \':Ifc must be. bet~othed, which signifies that there must be
a preparation by entenng Into the affection of truth and that if the
!Harriage o.r conju..nction does not follow, then victory in temptation
IS not pos~lble. for no one can conquer, who is not conjoined with
the Lord Internally by love, or good; and also, if this conjunction
doe~ .not .take J?lace, .ther? will inevitably be in us the conjunction of
falsity with eVIl! \vhl~h IS represented by another 111<1n taking her.
Hence then agaIn \\"e see that there nlust be a return to the house
or that \ve nlust be conjoined \vith the Lord by love or good in~
ternally before \\'e can be truly so conjoined externally. And yet
\ve have to add another case. For \\·e l11ust renlenlber that no one
c~n have true courage, \\"ho a110\v5 selfish and \vorldly love to rule
him; and t~at, therefore, tnerely to be in such love and from it to
se~k salvatIon ~ndcr the fear. of punishl.nent is an altogether vain
thIng. l\nd so It appears plalnlv, that In all cases \vhere there is
to be temptation, there I11USt first ·be the ackno\vledgnlent of the Lord
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our God, frorn g ood inwardly, and from the truth of the Word out
wardly, so that there must be, either the adoption of good, or the
confirmation of evil in perfect freedom with everyone; and that if a
rnan does not return to his house by choosing good, he must do so
by choosing evil; and also that, in the latter case, there must be an
entire separat ion of evil frorn good since, so long as evil remains,
and therefore in every temptation, there is a certain degree of fear;
and that this can only be eliminated by the supremacy of good.
But there is something else besides good which must prevail in
ternptations ; and this is represented in our section by the choosing
of captains of hosts at the head of the people. For in the matter
of our salvation it is clear that a free choice implies the capacity to
discern between evil and good, and also to be governed by the truth
according to l{eason.And it is quite evident that the permission to
eat of every tree of the garden in Genesis, but at the same time
the command not to eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and
evil, carries with it the truth that the earliest men were gifted with
the perception of what was true and thence with the perception of
what was not true, A. C. 125. And therefore the understanding of
man or his Rational faculty must play an important part in con
nection with the spiritual conflict. And indeed, good never fights;
but the spiritual warfare is carried on by means of truths, so that
without truths there can be no successful spiritual temptation, since,
H He that has not in himself truths of faith from the Word, by which
he may combat, thus who has not any spiritual life from them,
is not admitted into any combat, for he would yield; and if a man
yields, his state after temptation becomes worse than before it, since
evil in such case, has acquired po\ver over good, and falsity over
truth," 8964. But this truth is evident from man's experience in
ternptnt ions ; for he knows that he continually defends himself by
truths frorn the Word, which occur to him at the time of the conflict·
nor can it be otherwise, because the Lord alone fights for him, and
leads him mysterinuslv (Mark xiii. II). L..et us all therefore trust in
II im as the great Captain of our salvation, being assured that He
will never leave us nor forsake us, whatever the outward appear
ance rnay be.

In the third section there are several interesting points; and it
will be useful to take a general review of them, And the first is an
example of the truth put before his disciples by the Lord when He
said, H In the worId ye shall have tribulation," even when He had
just said to them, H These things I have spoken unto you that in
Me ye l1light have peace" (John xvi. 33). For if we are inwardly
in love to the Lord, or in good, then we are inwardlv in peace and
innocence, 5662. Thus we see the deep signification of ver. 10.

But now, when we consider the next verse we see that there may
be peace externally but not internally, which is signified by the
city Tnaki~g :l!1 answer of peace, and becoIll.ing tributary; for there
IS a cor ta in kind of peace, when we are wi lling to serve the Lord
even Irorn selfish Illatives as is here described. But next, it is to
be carefully observed that while man in temptation is utterly to
destroy all falsities, that is to separate them from his life, vet care
is to b: t?kcn to preserve every natural affection for knowledge, and
every incipient good of innocence, all good natural affections, and,
in short, all the powers of the natural man , with all celestial and
spiritual good acquired from the Lord. And this is so, because man,
by regeneration does not lose any of the affections and powers, which
properly belong to him as a man, but must continue to use them
in heaven to eternity, in order that his angelic life may be perfect
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from first to last, or in other words from the highest degree to the
lowest. And this instruction, which extends to the end of ver. IS,
ought really to be a great stimulant to every member of the church
militant, properly to cultivate those natural po,vers which are given
to him by the Lord, and by no means to imagine that in order to
lead a true heavenly life, it is incumbent upon him, so to crush his
natural life as to utterly destroy it. However, it is very well known
that in the historv of former churches this mistake has been made ;
and this renders the teaching here given all the more valuable.

Turning now, therefore, to the other aspect of the subject, we
find that, as described in verse 16-18, it is the duty of the spiritual
man, in his conflicts of temptation, to utterly destroy in himself
everything evil and false, yea, every evil in which there may appear
to be something of good, and every falsity in which there may
appear to be something of truth. For it is impossible that the fully
regenerated man can at all act from any evil affection, or promote
the uses of the heavenly life by means of any untrue thought. But
in conclusion, there are two or three things in the rest of the section
that require a little special notice. Temptations may continue, with
man, for a very long time, and therefore, we may thence infer that
great, patience and perseverance are required in overcoming our
spiritual enemies, so that it is well that the Lord has said in respect
to this matter, "He that endureth to the end shall be saved "
(Matt. x. 22). Secondly, perceptions of truth from the Lord, are
never to be destroyed in ourselves, nor are they to be contaminated
with any thought of claiming merit. We notice thirdly also, that
the fruit of the trees is to be eaten. That is, we may appropriate
the good that we receive from the Lord by means of truth. For it
is said in the beginning, "Of every tree of the garden thou mayest
freely eat" (Gen. ii. 16). But also it is irnrnediatedly added, "Of
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil thou shalt not eat of it."

.And so, in our section, we read that trees not trees for meat are
to be cut do,.... n and de;troyed. That is, all perceptions of falsity
which do not properly nourish the soul, are to be rejected. And
then, the last teaching of the chapter is by no means the least
important. For unless we persistently apply to the literal sense of
the Holy Word in its genuine meaning for the purpose of resisting
evil and error of all kinds, we shall never succeed, since, indeed,
there are no other means of conquering our spiritual enemies than
THE TRUTH.
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an heifer of the herd, which
hath not been wrought with,
and which hath not' drawn
in the yoke;

affections in their first develop
ment are in the innocence of
ignorance, and therefore have
not willingly served falsities or
confirmed evils;

SU~IMARY OF THE SPIRITUAL SENSE

THE CONTENTS OF EACH VERSE

CHAP"fER XXI

I. Concerning good and truth extinguished in a state of the inno
cence of ignoran~e in. the External of the church; and concerning
the means of purification, under such circumstances, verso 1-9.

2. Concerning the conjunction of the natural, or external man
with the spiritual or internal, as the result of victory in temptation,
verso 10-14.

. 3. Concerning thepriorit.y of faith and charity, or truth and good
In the course of regeneration, and when that process is completed,
verso 15-17.

4. Concerning the falsity and evil of the natural or external man
and their rejection, in order that the natural may be made sub:
servient to the spiritual, verso 18...21.

. 5. ~nd lastly conce.rning the total rejection of evil during regenera
tion, Ir; order that It may not become perpetual with man, since
otherwise the heavenly state would be imperfect and impure, verso
22-23·

4. And that this happens in
a low state of the mind when
there is zeal for truths so
called; when the ground of the
g-ood heart has not been pre
pared, and the seed of Divine
Truth has not been sown
therein; so that there can be,
as yet, no conscious conjunc
tion with the Lord, and at the
same time no condemnation.

6. And thus those who are
in this first state of imperfect
good in the natural man, are
seen to be purified from falsity
by their state of innocence,
and the evil of their life is
regarded accordingly.

5. But still there is a pre
vailing state of good and truth
thence internally and, by this,
help is afforded, and conjunc
tion is effected with the Divine
Human; also according to
good and its truth every con
flicting- state of the under
standing- is harmonized, and
every opposing- state of the
will is removed.

5. And the priests the
sons of Levi shall come
near; for them the LORD thy
God hath chosen to minister
unto him, and to bless in
the name of the LORD; and
according to their word shall
every controversy and every
stroke be :

4. And the elders of that
city shall bring down the
heifer unto a valley with
running water, which is
neither plowed nor SO\VD,

and shall break the heifer's
neck there in the valley:

6. And all the elders of
that city, who are nearest
unto the slain man, shall
wash their hands over the
heifer whose neck was
broken in the valley:

I. When, in the Spiritual
Church, truth and good are
extinguished, although they
are the gifts of the Lord to
hold as if they were man's
own, and this takes place in
the external church, owing to
a s tate of ignorance in inno
cence,

I. If one be found slain
in the land which the LORD
thy God giveth thee to
possess it, lying in the field,
and it be not known who
hath smitten him:

2. Then thy elders and
thy judges shall come forth,
and they shall measure unto
the cities which are round
about him that is slain:

3· And it shall be, that
the city which is nearest
unto the slain man, even the
elders of that city shall take
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2. Then, nevertheless, those
who are in good and truth
spiritual and active, and in
vestigate the quality of the
doctrine of such as unwittingly
extinguish good and its truth:

3. And it is discovered that
this evil appertains to those
who belong to the external or
natural man, and that their

7. And they shall answer
and say, Our hands have not
shed this blood, neither
have our eyes seen it.

8. Forgive, 0 LORD, thy
people Israel, whom thou
hast redeemed, and suffer
not innocent blood to re
main in the midst of thy
people Israel. And th-e

7. For they will both feel
and think th~t they have not
wilfully violated charity, nor
from their understandings con
sented to do so.

8. Nevertheless they ac
knowledge that, of themselves.
they are evil; that the Lord
alone has redeemed them; and
that He alone can preserve
them in a state of genuine
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blood shall be forgiYen
them.

9. So shalt thou put a\\Oay
the innocent blood from the
midst of thee, when thou
shalt do that which is right
in the eyes of the LORD.

10. When thou goest
forth to battle against thine
enemies, and the LORD thy
God delivereth them into
thine hands, and thou car
riest them a\vay captive,

I I. And seest among the
captives a beautiful woman,
and thou hast a desire unto
her, and wouldest take her
to thee to wife ;

12. Then thou shalt bring
her horne to thine house;
and she shall shave her
head, and pare her nails;

13. And she shall put the
raiment of her captivity
fr0l11 ofT her, and shall re
main in thine house, and
bewail her father and her
mother a full month: and
after that thou shal t go in
unto her, and be her hus
band, and she shall be thy
wife,

14. And it shall be, if
thou have no delight in her,
then thou shalt let her go
whither she will : but thou

innocence; and therefore their
unintended evil is remitted.

9. And thus evil without its
fault is separated from the
man of the church internally
and externally, by a deliberate
and will] ng obedience to
Divine Truth from Divine
Good.

10. Again, \\ hen the spmt
ual man engages in conflict
against his spiritual enemies,
or the foes of his own house
hold, or his perverted natural
powers, and overcomes them
by the power of the Lord, and
makes them subordinate;

I I. Arid yet recognizes that
these natural affections, in
their state of order, are Irorn
the Lord, and earnestly desires
to conjoin them with the in
ternal in the heavenly mar
riage;

12. Then that conjunction
shall be initiated; and the
natural affection for truth shall
be purified from falsities In
ternal and external;

13. L\l1 mere appearances
of truth shall be rernoved ;
inferior conjunctions shall first
be effected; hereditary evil and
falsity shall he rejected; in a
pure st.ate of truth and by
terript a trons : and then con
junction shall become actual,
good conjoining itself with
truth, and truth with good,
freely and reciprocally.

14. But it shall happen, if
particular natural truths can
not be conjoined with spiritual
g-ood, that then such truth

shalt not sell her at all for
money, thou shalt not deal
with her as a slave, because
thou hast humbled her.

IS. If a man have two
wives, the one beloved, and
the other hated, and they
have borne him children,
both the beloved and the
hated; and if the firstborn
son be hers that was hated;

16. Then it shall be, in
the day that he causeth his
sons to inherit that which he
hath, that he may not make
the son of the belayed" the
firstborn before the son of
the hated, which is the first
born:

17. But he shall ack now
ledge the firstborn, the son
.of the hated, by giying him
a double portion of all that
he hath: for he is the begin
ning of his strength; the
right of the firstborn is his.

18. If a 111an have a stub
born and rebellious 'son,
which will not obev the
voice of his father, or the
voice of his mother, and

shall be removed in f rceclom ;
but it shall not be aliena ted
and conjoined with falsity or
contaminated with evil, be
cause it is still the truth of the
church, and has been con
joined from the affection of
truth.

IS. Again, if the spiritual
man be conjoined with the
Lord, by the affection of truth,
or by faith, and by the affec..
tion of good or by charity;
and in his first state, faith is
preferred to charity, and yet
both have been the means of
increasing- good and truth
wit h him, that is, first faith
and •then charity, and yet
charity is truly the first-born;

I(J. Then it w ill happen,
when the state is changed, and
the affections of good and
truth become receptive of life
fro 111 the Lord, that fa ith w i11
not he preferred to charitv,
which is really the first-born:

17. But on the contrary,
charity will be acknowledg-ed
as prirnary , and the conjunc
tion of charity and faith, or
thc conjunction of the internal
\\0 it h the externa I 111an, w ill be
effected, for all spiritual power
is fro 111 good by t rut h, 0 r fro 01

charity by faith, and hence
charity is really the fir stborn ,
although in the beginning faith
appears to be so.

IS. i\gain, if the natural
man which is derived from the
spiritual man, is found to be
opposed to the good and truth
of the spiritual man, and, in
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though they chasten him,
will not hearken unto them :

19. "[hen shall his father
and his mother lay hold on
him, and bring ~ him out
unto the elders of his city,
and unto the gate of his
place;

20. And they shall say
unto the elders of his city,
This our son is stubborn
and rebellious, he will not
obey our voice; he is a riot
ous liver, and a' drunkard.

21. And all the men of
his city shall stone him with
stones, that he die: so shalt
thou put a\vay the evil f rorn
the midst of thee; and all
Israel shall hear, and fear.

22. And if a man have
committed a sin worthy of
death, and he be put to
death, and thou hang him
on a tree;

23· His body shall not re
main all night upon the tree,
but thou shalt surely bury
him the same day; for he
that is hanged is accursed of
God; that thou defile not
thy land which the LORI)

thy God giveth thee for an
inheritance.

spi te of correction persists in
such opposition;

19. Then it shall be brought,
by the good and truth of the
spiritual man, under the scru
tiny of Divine Good conjoined
to .. Divine Truth, both inter
nally and externally;

20. And confession shall be
made, that this perverted
natural state is in evil and
falsity; disobedient to the
good and truth of the spiritual
man ; and has confirmed itself
in evil and falsity;

2 I. In which case such evil
and falsity shall be entirely
rejected by the po,ver of the
tru ths of good, tha t thus the
natural man as well as the
spiritual may be rendered sub
servient, and this both as to
truth and good.

22. And again, lastly, when
falsity is found to be confirmed
by evil; is thus vasta ted as to
goood and truth; and is con
demned by the spiritual man;

2J. Then this state of the
condemnation of evil and fal
sity shall be perpetual; it shall
be rejected, but the man him
self shall be raised into a new
state of spiritual life; for evil,
or falsity conjoined with evil,
averts itself from the Divine
Truth; and in the heavenly
state, no evil and falsity are
admitted, where all good and
truth are acknowledged to be
from the Lord, and a re yet
appropriated by man as if they
were his own,

REFERENCES AND NOTES

I. One being found slain in the land which the Lord thy God
giveth thee to possess it, denotes that when, in the Spiritual Church,
truth and good are extinguished, although they are the gift of the
Lord to hold as if they were man '5 own, 890 2 1 6 , 370 5, 566, 8899,
2658 ; and lying in the field, it not being known who hath smitten
him, denotes that this takes place in the external church, owing to
a state of ignorance in innocence, 90, 9262, 2230, 4251.

2. The elders and the judges coming forth, and measuring unto
the cities which are round about him that is slain, denotes that then,
nevertheless, those who are in good and truth spiritual are active

. and investigate the quality of the doctrine of such as unwittingly
extinguish good and its truth, 6524-5, 2258, 3335, 4482, 402, 2973,
890 2 16•

3. It being that the city nearest to the slain man, even its elders,
take an heifer of the herd, which hath not been wrought with, and
which hath not drawn in the yoke, denotes the discovery that this
evil appertains to those who belong to the external or natural man,
and that their affections in their first development, are in the inno
cence of ignorance, and therefore have not willingly served falsities
or confirmed evils, 49i9, 402, 2428, 4503, 6524-5, 9262.

4. The elders of the city bringing down the heifer to a valley with
running water, 890216, or again, according to the A. F. and 92623,
to a rough or barren valley, which is neither plowed nor sown,
denotes that this happens in a low state of the mind when there is

'zeal for truths so called, ,,\"hcre the ground of the good heart has not
been prepared, and the seed of Divine Truth has not been sown
therein, 6524-5, 402, 4815, 92624 ; and breaking the heifer's neck there
in the valley, or by the rapid river, denotes that there can be, as
yet, no conscious conjunction with the Lord, and at the same time
no condemnation, 92624, 8902 16.

It ought to be remembered here, that the Hebrew words, rendered
in one place a rapid river, in another a rough. or barren valley, and
also in this verse, a 'Valley with running water, legitimately bear all
these translations.

5. The priests, the sons of Levi corninp near, denotes that still
there is 3 prevailing state of g-ood and truth thence internally, 1728,
489, 38i7, 6843; their being chosen by the Lord thy God to minister
unto him, and bless in the name of the Lord, denotes that by this,
help is afforded and conjunction is effected with the Divine Human,
39004, 2001, 9925, 3514, 2724; and according to their word, every
controversy, and every stroke being, denotes that according to good
and its truth, every conflicting state of the understanding, and every
opposing state of the will is removed, 1288, 9024, 901 I, 4979.

6. All the elders of that city who are nearest unto the slain man,
denote those who are in this first state of imperfect good in thr
natural man, 6524-5, 402, 68-1,], Rq02 1 6 ; and washing their hands
over the hei fer whose neck was broken in the valley, denotes purifica
tion from falsity bv their state of innocence, the evil of their life
being regarded -accordingly, 3147, 890216, 9262".
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7. The elders nnswerinjr and saying, "Our hands have not shed
this blood, neither have our eyes seen it," denotes, that they will
both feel and think that they have not wilfully violated charity, nor
frOIH their understandings, consented to do so, 6943, 8066-7, 1010.

8. "Forgive, 0 Lord, thy people Israel, whom thou hast redeemed,
and suffer not innocent blood to remain in the midst of thy people
Israel" ; and the blood being forgiven them, denotes that nevertheless
they acknowledge that of themselves they are evil; that the Lord
alone has redeemed thern ; and that He alone can preserve them from
falsities internal and external, 4551-2, 257613, 1259, 3654, 6280-1,
1010, 200.

9. 'rhus innocent blood being put a\vay from the midst of thee by
doing that which is right in the eyes of the Lord, denotes that thus
evil without its fault is separated from the man of the church in
ternally and externally, by a deliberate and willing obedience to
Divine Truth from Divine Good, 890216, 4551-2, 200, 5755, 8361, 2001.

10. Going forth to battle against thine enemies, denotes that the
spiritual man engages in conflict with his spiritual enemies, 3654,
1664, 2851 ; the Lord thy God delivering them into thine hand, denotes
that he overcomes them by the power of the Lord, 2001, 88g9, 9133;
and carrying them a\vay captive, denotes that they become sub
ordinate, as is evident from the signification of a captive in the
opposite sense, 7990.

11. Seeing among the captives a beautiful woman, and desiring to
take her to thee to wife, denotes recognizing that the natural affec
tions, in their state of order are from the Lord, and earnestly desir
ing to conjoin them with the Internal in the heavenly marriage,
21 50 , 7990, 253, 9 15.

12. Bringing her to thine house, denotes that that conjunction is
initiated, 6183, 3538; and the woman shaving her head and paring
her nails, denotes that the natural affection for truth is purified
from falsities internal and external, 5247, 3728, 33018.

13. Putting the raiment of her captivity from off her, remaining
in thine house, bewailing her father and her rnother a full month;
and after that going in unto her, being her husband and she being
thy wife, denotes that all mere appearances of truth shall be removed,
that interior conjunction shall first be effected, that hereditary evil
and falsity shall be rejected in a pure state of faith and by tempta
tions; and that then conjunction shall become actual, good conjoin
ing itself w ith truth, and truth with good freely and reciprocally,
3703 16

, 25i6 , 2559, 85 1- 2, 10,5403, 9 15. See also A.E. 554 16
•

14. It being that if thou have no delight in her thou shalt let her
go whither she will, denotes that it will happen if particular natural
truths cannot be conjoined w ith spiritual good then such truth shall
be removed in freedom, 58867; and not selling her at all for Inoney,
nor dealing with her as a slave, because thou hast humbled her,
denotes that it shall not be alienated and conjoined with falsity,
or contnrninated with evil, because it is still the truth of the church,
and has been conjoined from the affection of truth, 58867.

r5. A man havin~ t\VO wives the one beloved and the other hated,
denotes the spiritual man conjoined with the Lord by the affection

of truth or by faith, and by the affection of good or by charity, 4°9;
the one beloved and the other hated, denotes that, in the first state,
faith is preferred and charity is not preferred, 3843, 33 2 2 11, 3325;

bearing hiI11 children both the beloved and the hated, denotes that
yet both have been the means of increasing good and truth with
him, 3919, 489; and the firstborn son being hers that was hated.
denotes that charity is truly the firstborn, 6344.

16. It being, in the day that he causeth his sons to inherit that
which he hath, that he mav not make the son of the beloved the

I firstborn before the son of the hated which is the firstborn, denotes
that it will happen, when the state is changed, and the affections
of good and truth become receptive of life from the Lord, that faith
will not be preferred to charity, which is really the firstborn, 4979.
487, 489, 2658 , ver. 15, 3705, S899' 6344·

17. Acknowledging the son of the hated the firstborn, by giving
him a double portion of all that he hath, since he is the beginning
of his strength (or rather might). and the right of the firstborn is
his, denotes that, on the contrary, charity will be acknowledged as
primary, and the conjunction of charity and faith, or the conjunc
tion of the internal \...·ith the external man, will be effected; for
all spiritual power is from good by truth, or from charity by faith,
and hence charity is really the firstborn, although, in the beginning,
faith appears to be so, 6J44, 8899, 9 10J , 6343-4, 2258.

18. A man having a stubborn and rebellious son, denotes the
natural man which is derived from the spiritual man, found to be
opposed to the good and truth of the spiritual man, 3654, 7272, 1668,
59I 2; not obeying the voice of his father or the voice of his mother,
denotes persistence in disobedience, 2542, 8899; and, though they
chasten him, will not hearken unto them, denotes in spite of
correction, 695, 696.

19. His father and his mother laying" hold of him, and bringing
him to the elders of his city, and unto the gate of his place, denotes
that then it shall be brought, by the good and truth of the spiritual
man under the scrutiny of Divine Good conjoined to Divine Truth,
both internally and externally, 3ioJ7, 24 11, 618 3, 6524-5, 40 2 , 2324,

2625.

20. Saying unto the elders of his city, This our son is stubborn
and rebellious, he will not obey our voice; he is a riotous liver and
a drunkard. denotes confession -mad!What this perverted natural state
is in evil and falsity; disobedient to the good and truth of the spiritual
man; and has confirmed itself in evil and falsity, 1822, 6524-5, 402,
5912, 7272, 1668, 2542, 219, 9252, 1072.

21. All the men of the city stoning him with stones that he might
die; and thus putting 3\\·ay evil from the midst of thee, all Israel
hearing and fearing, denotes that such evil and falsity is entirely
rejected by the power of truths from good, that thus the natural
man, as well as the spiritual may be rendered subservient, and this
both as to truth and good, 3066, 402, 8575, 30 4, 868, 2 oo, 3654,
2542, 2826. .

22. 1\ man having committed a sin w or thv of rleath, being put to
death, and hung on a tree, denotes when falsity is found conjoined
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w ith evil; is thus vastated as to good and truth; and is condemned
by the spiritual man, 2346, 5076, 304, 5 156.

23. 11is body not rerna ining all night upon the tree, and his being
surely buried the same day; being accursed of God; and the land
not being defiled, which the Lord thy God giveth thee for an in
heritance, denotes that this state of the condemnation of evil and
falsity is perpetual; it shall be rejected, but the man himself shall
be raised into a new state of spiritual life; for evil, or falsity con
joined w ith evil, averts itself from the Divine 'Truth; and in the
heavenly state, no evil and falsity are admitted, where all good and
truth are Irorn the Lord, but are yet appropriated by man as if they
were his own, 5 156, 4564, 29 16 , 245, 379, 3705, 10,130 3, 2001, 8899.
z6S8.

I t is a good thing for the man of the church to be made conscious
that it is possible and probable that he should, without intending
and even without knowing it, injure or destroy the truth and good
that he receives continually from the Lord by means of the Word,
and doctrine therefrom. And this is just what is represented in the
first section of this chapter. For a slain man found in a field, is an
emblem of such truth and good destroyed, And also, if each of us
will consult his own experience in life, he will be able to recall such
unconscious acts of wrong doing. I t is not meant, however, that
anything which is from the Lord can be ever really destroyed, but
only that it can be so as far as anyone is concerned who rejects what
is good because he is so much engrossed with the life of selfish and
worldly love that he is not actually aware of his fault. But still it
is a fact that \ve have actually done this thing; and therefore it is
of consequence that we should examine ourselves, and especially
that \\'C should learn from the Word what the real rernedv is in
order that we nlay profitably apply it to ourselves. And in fact we
must understand in what respect our doctrine is wrong, and what
is the matter with our affections; and this is just what is signified
by measuring to the nearest city, and by doing the other things that
are here commanded. For to measure, spiritually, is to ascertain
our quality; the doctrines we have adopted are like a city with its
governlnent and its laws ; and the heifer which has done no work,
and has not borne the yoke is a symbol of a natural affection not,
as yet, brought under proper control. And besides, we may be sure
that, in our innocence and ignorance, especially in the earlier states
of our life, which are external, we rnav easily be led astray.

But also, we have acquired fronl· our religious training, some
good principles and thoughts which will enable us to investigate our
own srate : and these are described as the elders, and judges. And
then, the heifer is brought down to the rapid river in the valley, and
its neck is broken, in order to indicate that truth and good are
destroyed in us where there is no conjunction w ith the Lord, or of
the external man with the internal when the error takes place; but
still there is an interior state of good by which conjunction can be
effected, and by which, therefore evil and falsity can be removed;
and we have often seen, in these expositions, that it is really good
from the Lord that makes atonement. And lastly, how affecting
and irnprr ssive is the teaching symbolized by the washing of the
hands, and by what is added, to the end of the section! Hence,
therefore we I11USt notice, too, what a grand thing it is for us, when
we can f('pl in ourverv hearts, that "'C hnve no intention of viol. ..lt
ing- ,vhat is good, and~ are quite earnest in our desire to be purified
by the truth. And surely \vhere there is good internally, and truth

active therefrom, externally, as is so well described by the" running
water," or by the" rapid river ," it is a great proof that we have
begun to live the heavenly life, and may joyfully hope for final
success.

In considering the second section, there SCell1S to be an interesting
connection, in the internal sense, with the first. For since we Ina)',
without intending it, injure or destroy truth or goodness in OU1-..
selves, it follows that evil is the cause, and that this evil is our
spiritual enemy, against which, besides being purified externally by
the truth, we shall have to contend, and thus be purified internally.
That IS, we shall have to go forth to battle; and when we do this
and conquer, we Inay find among the captives a beautiful woman
with \V~lOln we .shall desire to be conjoined in the heavenly marriage.
And this beautiful woman represents clearly, the natural affections
in their order, as from the Lord, which must be conjoined with the
spiritual affections as the rcsul t of victory, so that here we have
an example of the rib buildcd into a woman, or of the church formed
in the proprium of man (Gen. ii. 22). Two or three thoughts there
fore at once are suggested; and we may reflect upon them. First of
all, the proprium, or proper individuality of man, remains with him
to eternity, and thus, by regeneration, he docs not becorne some
?ther person than the person that he was born. And it is very
Imp~rtant t!lat. we s~ould n.ot forget t~is. 1'he proprium of man,
considered In Itself IS nothing but evil, and this every angel in
heaven ac~no"rledges; .nor can he be in heaven without doing so,
868. ~ut It may be said secondly, "I-Io"r can that which is nothing
but evil become good, by being vivified, or by receiving life from the
Lord through regeneration? tt The answer is not bv the conversion
of e.vil into good, but by the removal of it,' although it cannot be
a!>ohshed a?solutely; and by the reception of good from the Lord,
SInce man IS born, not only nothing but evil from his parents, but
also capa?le of go?d {ron~ the Lord; and evil cannot produce any
fa~ulty, .elt.her bod.lly ~r men!al, that (nan possesses by birth. And
thirdly, If It be said, 110\v IS the evil removed?" Then the reply
is that this rnust be done .by the Lord; when man co-operates; and
he. cannot co-operate unt il he finds out by experience that he is
evil, ~nd ackriowledjjes this, which is a thing everyone is capable
of doing. by means of the freedom and reason which he has from
the Lord, and no~ oth~r\\·ise. I--I~nce then we may see why there is
the process desc:lbed In our section; and that unless we first begin
to co-operate with the Lord by(he rernoval of falsities and evils
th.roug~ a. full state of faith in the Lord we cannot be conjoined
with him In t~e heavenly marriage of faith and love. And lastly
we are t? notice carefully, that in this connection, only truth that
agr.ees with good can be conjoined wit h it, and that permanently,
while yet sorne truth may be adjoined thereto for awhile as means,
but ~ust afterwards be separated, and conjoined with its own good.
And If n?\\', we reflect on 'what actually happens to us in the course
of our lives, \VC shall remember that it has been just so with us.
For. we have had to acquire much knowledge and use it as a means
of improvernent, (or which we have had no real affection; and on
the other hand we have acquired a certain kind of knowledge or
tru!h that we nev:-r gro\v \\'eary of, because it agrees with our specific
ruling love and IS the indication of it. And everyone knows that
hence we hav.e our great men of science, our disting-uished politicians,
o~r famous literary men, or our fine preachers, and eminent theolo
gIans. But \\"e tl1ust proceed to the next section.

And here it is to be observed at once, tha t, considering the Lord's



TIlE BOOK OF DEUTERONOAIY

teaching in Matt, xix. 4-6, it is contrary to the laws of Divine Order
for any man to have more wives than one, and that this is true
naturally and spiritually. And therefore it follows that wherever
polygamy is practised, or has been practised, it has only been per
mittcd, but by no means sanctioned by Divine Law, 1"'0 have two
wives therefore, in the spiritual sense, betokens an imperfect
spiritual state; but still it may be a state leading to perfection, and
therefore we 111ay understand that, during regeneration, we rnay all
have t\VO \\"ives-the one denoting the love of truth, and the other the
love of good. And moreover we all know from experience, that
we are first in the love of truth, and not so much in the love of good,
and afterwards I110re in the love of good, and relatively less in the
love of truth. Or to express it in another way, we first prefer faith
to charity, and afterwards we prefer charity to faith.

But it may be asked, "\Vhich is really the first born in us?"
And the reply must be that it is the love of good or charity,
although this "'does not appear to us, 1555. And that it is really a
fact, may be seen from this: we could not have any love of truth
at all, in the proper sense, unless there were behind it, so to speak,
the love of good, which, however, we are not so conscious of because
the love of ourselves and the world at first, has so much influence
with us.

However, as regeneration proceeds and we overcome this lower
love, the wife that was hated, or the love of good, obtains the
supremacy, and the wife that was loved, or the love of knowledge
or truth takes the inferior position. For good or love was really
the first thing irnplanted in us by the Lord, and knowledge or truth
came afterwards, We know this very well, And we may know
also, that the result of good in us, which is the son of the wife that
was hated, is the true heir, whereas the result of truth in us, which
is the son of the wife that was loved and preferred, is not the true
heir. For certainly, obedience from love to the Lord and the neigh
bour is the true heavenly life, and makes heaven, whereas obedience
only fro III faith, or from a sense of duty, is only a means leading
10 the true 'heavenly life. Both sons indeed have been dear to us,
but charity finally prevails. And what a joy it is, that we can at
last do good because we love to do so, and not only because it is
our duty to do so! These remarks therefore illustrate in a general
wav, what is shown methodically in the foregoing explanation of
this section.

And now \'"C may in considering the remaining' t\VO sections of
this chapter, first observe that the whole five follow one another
in a series, as far as the internal sense is concerned. For we have,
in order, mans state of ignorance in innocence, when he violates
good without intending to do so; conflict with evil, victory, and the
conjunction of the internal and external man; the progress of
r('(fe(1eration in which charity becomes predominant; the total rejec
ti(~ of falsity; and the finai rejection of evil. Hence w e see that
there is a mysterious reason why the accounts of different things in
the literal sense succeed one another in a certain wav, and yet how
each account taken by itself mav be a picture, so to speak, of the
whole of regeneration. And thus the stubborn and rebellious son
spoken of in section four, considered without reference to what
precedes and follows, nlay properly represent the merely natural
man, who does not suffer himself to be regenerated, the two expres
sions stubborn and rebellious, as also riotous liver and drunk ard,
having, respectively, reference to the will and understanding. But
on the other hand when we consider that a son, correspondentially,
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is truth or fal~ity, also that stoning. denotes the punishment of
falSIty,. and notIce as well that comrruttirig' a sin worthy of death
and being hung on a tree, denotes the punishment of evil, then we
discern that, the account of the rebellious son has reference, spirit
ually, to the rejection of falsity, and that of the nlan found worthy
of death to the rejection of evil. 'That is to say, these t\VO accoun ts
represent, respectively, the total rejection of falsitv and evil, when
the process of regeneration is completed, bv the full establishment
of. the life of love and charity in the external as well as in the
internal man, this being signified by the day in which the man with
two wives, mad~ the son of her th-at had been hated, the possessor
of a double portron of all that he had. And then, again, the bury
ing of him who was hung on a tree, signified the total rejection
of evil, which takes place when 111;U1 is made perfect, and therefore
we here learn a very important lesson, namely, that the present
life, which is represented by the day in which the man was con
demned, is the proper time in which to reject evil, or selfishness as
the ruling principle of our lives. For ""C ought well to understand
that if evil i~ not t~us rej~cte.d it will remain as our ruling principle.
And yet agaIn, while burial In one sense represents the rejection of
that which is evil and false in ourselves, yet in another sense it
signifies resurrection to new life, because It is only when evil is
fully .rejected, ~hat we can properly realize the delight of good.
But, In conclusion, let us not forget that the Word in its supreme
sense describes the glorification of the Lord, and therefore that the
hanging of this man upon a tree, represents the crucifixion of the
Lord in His Human life, and thus the making of the Human Divine,
on the one hand by the total rejection of everything derived from
the maternal heredity, and on the other by the full reception of the
Divine Life in the H uman, And knowing as we do, that this great
work of t~e Lord's glorification was the l11ean.5 of the redemption
and salvation of the whole human race to cterrutv, and at the same
time the pattern of our 0\\"'" reg-eneration, wr- Ill;;Y fully understand,
and apply to ourselves the words of the Lord where He says, "And
he that doth not take his cross and follow after me, is not worthv
of me. He that findeth his life sh all lose it, and he that loseth his
life f~r ~y sake shall find it" (Matt, x. 38-39). For if we "find"
our life In merely natural delight, we shall assuredlv "Jose" the
heavenly ,life; but if we "lose" our merely natur'alv or reject it for
the, Lord s sake, we shall llJldoubtedly find the true heavenly life,
which IS more properly "ottfs" when by co-operation with the Lord
we freely choose it. But there !S no other ,,'ay of really losing our
own merely natural or selfish hfe, except bv taking our cross and
h~mbly and patiently following our Lord with all the powers of our
WIlls our understandings, and our energies. And this taking up of
our cross it the true self-denial of the Christian, which he must
exercise every day.

x



CHAPTER xxu
erring brother by endeavour
ing to lead him to repentance,
that thus his perverted affec
tions may be restored to order.

SUl\I~IARY OF THE SPIRITUAL SENSE

I. The spiritual 111an is instructed that he ITIUst practise the duties
of charity to those who wander from the path of rectitude, verso 1-4.

2. The corrupt will ought not to assume the truth of the renewed
understan?ing, nor the renewed understanding the falsities of the
corrupt \v111, ver. 5.

3. In ~he investi~a!ion of tru~hs, the .lov~ of knowledge is not to
be restrained and limited by selfish motives, verso 6-7.

4. Various spiritual laws concerning good and truth that are to be
carefully observed, verso 8-12.

5. Also various laws concerning the conjunction of good and truth
or concerning the heavenly marriage, in the course of regeneration:
a:e .clearly stated; and the conseq.u~nces of violating such laws are
dlstln~tl'y set forth, so that the spiritual man, may be purified from
all evil Internally and externally, and thus have full conjunction with
the Lord to eternity, verso 13-30.

3. And so shalt thou do
with his ass; and so shalt
thou do with his garment;
and so shalt thou do with
every lost thing of thy
brother's, which he hath
lost, and thou hast found:
thou mayest not hide thy
self.

4. Thou shalt not see thy
brother's ass or his ox fallen
down by the ,va}", and hide
thyself from them : thou
shalt surely help him to lift.
them up again.

3. And this is to be done
not only in the case of affec
tions but also in regard to
rnisundcrstundings of truth in
ternal and external, and indeed,
in regard to every principle of
good and truth which, in
another, is injured and in the
spiritual man is uninjured; for
he who is in charity does not
overlook and neglect these
duties of charity.

4. Nor shall the spiritual
man neglect to cherish natural

, good and natural truth in an
other in the course of regener
ation, that are debased and
weakened, but shall surely
render aid in elevating them.

THE CO~TE~TS OF EACH VERSE

I. Thou shalt not see thy
brother's ox or his sheep
go astray, and hide thyself
from them: thou shalt
surely bring them again
unto thy brother.

2. Arid if thy brother be
not nigh unto thee, or if
thou know him not, then
thou shalt bring it h0t11C to
thine house, and it shall be
with thee until thy brother
seek after it, and thou shalt
restore it to him again.

3c 6

I. The spiritual man is in
structed that, when he dis
covers in himself or another
that his natural affections 0;
his spiritual affections are led
astray by evils or falsities he
shall not be uncharitable 'and
careless, but shall endeavour
t? restore such erring affec
tions to a state of true hea
verily order and subordination.

2. Also when the state of
another thus seen to wander
from the path of rectitude, is
remote, and his quality is not
known; then the spiritual man
shall consider the state of his
own imperfect affections under
such circumstances, and he
shall sympathize with his

5. A woman shall not
wear that which pertaineth
unto a man, neither shall a
man put on a' womarr's gar
ment: for whosoever doeth
these things is an abomina
tion unto the LORD thy God.

6. If a bird's nest chance
to be before thee in the wav• .,I'
In.any tree or on the ground,
with young ones or eggs,
and the dam sitting upon

5. Further, the spiritual
man is instructed that his cor
rup.t will cannot lawfully
assume the truths of the re
newed and enlightcned under
standing; nor his understand
ing thus renewed and enlight
ened, adopt the falsities of the
corrupt will ; or in other
words, it is not lawful for a
wicked man to assume the
outward appearance of a good
man, nor for a good man to
put on the outward appear
ance of a bad rnan ; for they
who thus act avert themselves
from the Lord with \'Thom
good is united to truth.

6. \\"hen, by Divine Pro
vidence, in the course of
regeneration, any fact IS

presented to the mind of the
spiritual man for investigation



THE BOOK OF DElJTERONOl'li' CH.4PTER XXII

the young, or upon the eggs,
thou shalt not take the dam
with the young:

i. Thou shalt in any wise
Jet the dam go, but the
young thou rnayest take
unto thyself; that it may be
well with thee, and that thou
mayest prolong thy days.

8. When thou buildest a
new house, then thou shalt
make a battlement for thy
roof, that thou bring not
blood upon thine house, if
any man fall from thence.

9. Thou shalt not SO\V thy
vineyard with t\VO kinds of
seed: lest the whole fruit be
forfeited, the seed which
thou hast 50\Vn, and the
increase of the vineyard.

10. Thou shal t not plow
with an ox and an ass
togetht-r ,

I I. Thou shalt not wear
a mingled stuff, \,"001 and
linen together.

and use, whether it relates to
natural or spiritual things,
and involves good or truth;
and the love of knowledge is
excited, which regards either
voluntary or intellectual life,
then care is to be taken, that
the love of kriowledge is not
restrained, or limited by selfish
motives.

7. For this love must be left
in freedom, from heavenly
motives, in order that genuine.
good Inay be initiated, and the
heavenly life be promoted and
made eternal.

8. Also, when the spiritual
man, by regeneration, realizes
the state of good, then truth
is to become subordinate as a
protection to inmost good, lest
injury be done to good by a
lapse from the state of good to
the state of truth, or from an
internal to an external state.

9. N or must the spiritual
man, who is in interior truths,
confuse natural truths there
wi th, lest the f ulness as to the
state of good in truth be lost,
and both the external and the
internal state be vitiated.

10. Nor, in the preparation
of the mind for the reception
of truth should the state of
good he confused with the
state of truth, or the celestial
with the spiritual state.

I I. Neither should the spirit
ual man, in the application
of truths to the uses of life
confuse the state of truth sep:
arated from good with the
state of truth derived from
good.

12. Thou shal t make thee
fringes upon the four bor
ders of thy vesture, where
with thou coverest thyself.

13. If any man take a
wife, and go in unto her,
and hate her,

14. And lay shameful
things to her charge, and
bring up an evil name upon
her, and say, I took this
woman, and when I came
nigh to her, I found not in
her the tokens of virginity:

IS. Then shall the father
of the damsel, and her
mother, take and bring forth
the tokens of the damsel '5

virginity unto the elders of
the city in the gate:

16. And the damsel's
father shall say unto the
elders, I gave mv da~ghter
unto this man to w ife and
he hateth her; ,

Ii. ;\ nd, 10. he hath laid
sham e f u I t h i ngs to her
~harge, saying, I found not
In thy daughter the tokens
of virginity; and yet these
are the tokens of rnv
daughter's v irgin ity. ...\nd
they shall spread the gar
ment before the elders of- the
city.

12. And lastly, care must be
taken in the heavenly state,
that good shall be in ulti
mates : and this should be the
movinjr principle of truths
most external by which firm
ness and strength are main
tained, and the spiritual man is
protected and adorned.

13. Ag-ain when, in the
cou~s~ of life., truth is eternally
conjoined with good which is
uncongenial,

14. And therefore in a state
of aversion from truth both as
to affection and thought, so
that there is perception v..-ith
the spiritual man, when con
junction takes place, that his
good is not pure because it is
contaminated with falsity;

15· Then it will happen, that
g-ood and truth internal, or
the Lord by them, make ma ni
fest the purity of the state of
good. external, to the state
of good and truth conjoined
there.

.16. For il~ternal good will
gl\·C perception. through ex
~e~nal Rood, !hat natural good
IS Indeed conjoined to spiritual
truth, and yet there is the
sense. of ul~congcniality and
aversion.

17· Because this particular
natural R.ood is not in agree
111:11.t with that particular
spirit un l truth, and that hence
!slthe.out\\·ard appearance of
Inrpurl~Y, \\·hi.le yet, inwardly,
there IS purrty , and this is
made manifest to good and
~ruth conjoined in externals in
innocence.
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18. And the elders of that
city shall take the man and
chastise him;

19. And they shall amerce
him in an hu'i-tdred shekels
of silver, and give them
unto the father of the dam
sel, because he hath brought
up an evil name upon a
virgin of Israel: and she
shall be his wife : he may
not put her a,vay all his
days.

20. But if this thing be
true, that the tokens of vir
ginity were not found in the
damsel:

2 I. Then they shall bring
out the damsel to the door
of her father's house, and
the men of her city shall
stone her with stones that
she die: because she hath
wrought folly in Israel to
play the harlot in 'her
father's house: so shalt
thou put a wav the evil from
the midst of thee.

22. If a man be found
lying with a woman married
to an husband, then they
shall both of them die, the
man that lay with the
woman, and the wornan : so
shalt thou put a\va)r the evil
f rorn Israel.

IS. Hence then the spiritual
man is in error and endures
temptation,

19. I3y which his state as
to the reception of Divine
Truth is rnade perfect, and is
acknowledged to be from
good, or from the Lord, be
cause, in this case, he has not
rightly understood the quality
of the pure good of the' Spirit
ual Church; but nevertheless,
he now discovers, that this
particular good must be con
joined with his own particular
tru th to eterni ty.

20. But when, on the other
hand, the natural good, with
which spiritual truth seeks
external conjunction is dis
covered to be impure,

2 I. Then this state of im
purity is to be manifested and
rejected by good internal and
external, so that good external
is p.urified by the truth, and
receives new life; for cor
rupted good and its falsifica
tions cannot be permitted in
the Spiritual Church· and all
evil both as to good and truth,
I11USt be removed in order that
tl~e hen verily marriage rnav be
effected externally as well as
internally. .

22. \\1'hene\"er in the course
?f III an's sp ir it ua I Iife, fa Is j tY
JS .fo.und conjoining itself with
evil In the case where the con
junction of good with truth
has already taken place, by
the acknowledgment of the
Lor? internally, then evil and
falsity must both be rejected
externally; for in the Spiritual

23. If there be a damsel
that is a virgin betrothed
unto an husband, and a man
find her in the city, and lie
with her;

24. Then ye shall bring
them both out unto the gate
of that city, and ve shall
stone them ~ with stones that
they die; the damsel, be
cause she cried not, being
in the city; and the man,
because he hath humbled
his neighbour's wife : so
thou shalt put a\\'ay the evil
from the midst of thee.

25. But if the man find
the damsel that is betrothed
in the field, and the man
force her, and lie wijh her;
th.en the man only that lay
with her shall die:

26. But unto the damsel
!ho~ shalt do nothing; there
IS In the damsel no sin
wort hv of death: for as
when "'a man riseth against
his neighbour, and slaveth
him, even so is this matter :

2i· I:or he found her in
the field; the betrothed dam
sel cried, and there was none
to save her.

28. I f a man find a dam
sel that is a vire in which. ~ '
1S not betrothed, and lay

Church, evil and its falsity
rnust be entirely pUt a\vay.

23. 1\150 when the pure good
of the church into which spirit
ual truth has been initiated, is
contaminated with falsity of
doctrine,

2-l. Then this evil state as
to good and truth is to be
manifested and acknowledged
and rejected by the po\ver of
the truth, a t the' same time
suffering the punishment of
falsity; corrupted good be
cause it had been initiated
into true doctrine, and yet was
not averse from falsity; and
falsity because it had violated
the heavenly marriage of good
and truth.

25. But if, on the contrary,
falsity contaminates the good
of the church among those
who are remote from true doc
trine, assuming the force of
truth, and thus corrupts good,
then only the falsity is to be
rejected;

26. But good, in this case,
is safe, because it is without
fault on account of the inno
cence of ignorance, just as
w hen falsity is elevated against
genuine charity and desires its
destruction generally speak-
ing; - .

_I' Since injury from fal
sity w a s the result of ignor
ance of truth; good was clearly
avertcd from falsi tv; and true
doctrine was wanting'.

28. 1\ g-a in, w hen fa 1sitv
communicates with a good
affection, which has not 'been
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REFERENCES AND NOTES

I. Not seeing thy brother's ox or h!s ~he('p going :lstray, and
hiding thyself Irom thcm ; but sur('~y. brIngIng tll.elll agall~ un~o thy
brother denotes that when the spiritual 111an discovers m himself
or another that his natural affections, or his spiritual affections, are
led astray by evils or falsities, he shall not b~ unchari~able and
careless, but shall endeavour to restore such errmg' affections to a
state of heavenly order, 2150, 1222, 278 1 10, 2088, 26i9, 61 32 , 5 125.

2. Thv brother not being nig-h unto thee, or not being- known,
dr-notvs -w hen the state of another is remote, or his quality is not
known, <)JiR, 2230; bring-ing- it horne to thine h~lIse, den?tes that
t h« spiritual [nan shall consider the state of hIS own imperfect
nflr-ct ions. 6d~J. 49i3; it being with thee till thy brother se:-k af~('r
it, de-notes that under such circurnstances. he shall sympathize with
his erring brother by endeavouring to lead him to repentance, because

hold on her, and lie with
her, and they be found;

29. Then the man that lay
with her shall give unto the
damsel's father fifty shekels
of silver, and she shall be
his wi fe, because he hath
humbled her; he may not
put her a\vay all his days.

30. A man shall not take
his father's wife, and shall
not uncover his father's
skirt.

initiated into truth, and
forcibly conjoining itself, con
tarninatcs that good affection,
and the spiritual man becomes
aware of that state in him
self;

29. Then he shall be re
deemed by a state of fulness
as to truth acknowledged to be
from the Lord through internal
good, and thus the heavenly
marriage shall be effected, be
cause the conjunction of falsity
with good arose from defect,
of truth, and the good affec
tion now conjoined with truth
cannot be separated there
Irom.

30. But above all things the
spiritual man is forbidden to
profane good by ccnjoining
falsity with it, or to profane
truth by conjoining evil with
it; or in other words , to pro
fane good by conjoining evils
with truths, or to profane
truth by conjoining falsities
with truths.

"to be with thee," evidently denotes to occupy the feelings and
thoughts, and" until thy brother seek ~fter. it," ~o do t~le work of
repentance, 1222, chap. iv, 2y; and restoring It to him again, denotes,
that thus his perverted affections Ina)' be restored to order, 5125.

3. Doing so with his ass, and with his ga.rnH~nt, denotes. that this
is to be done not only in the case of affections, but also In regard
to misunderstandings'" of truth internal and external, 5755, 1222,
27811°, 9212; and doing so with every lost thing of ~h~ brother's,
which he hath lost and thou hast found; and not hiding thysel f,
denotes, indeed, with regard to every principle of good ,?r. truth
which, in another, is injured, and in the spiritual man is unlnJur~d;

for he who is in charitv does not overlook and neglect these duties
of charity, Si55, 9 159, j'222, 9 133, 6132 •

4. Not seeing thy brother's ox or his ass fallen down by the way,
and hiding thyself from them, but surely helping him to lift them
up again, denotes that the spiritual man shall not neglect to cherish
natural good and natural truth in another, in the course of reg-el:er~ ...
tion, that are debased and weakened, but shall surely render aid III

elevating them, 2150, 2iR1 10, 1222, 90H6, 2234, 6'32 , 53 2 H, 3 1i J.

5. A woman not wearing' that which pertaineth to a man, nor a
man putting on a woman '5 garlnent, because whosoever doeth those
things is an abomination to the Lord thy God, denotes that the
corrupt will cannot lawfully aSSUl11C the truths of the renewed and
enlightened understanding; nor the understanding thus renewed and
enlightened, adopt the falsities of the corrupt will ; or in other words,
it is not lawful for a wicked man to aSSUOle the outward appearance
of a good man, or for a good man to put on the appearance of a
bad man ; for they who thus act avert themselves from the Lord
with whom good is united with truth, 19 1 , 3i35, i454, 2001.

6. 1\ bird's nest, because it contains the bird, denotes a fact pre
sented to the mind containing truths for investigation, 7i()'; chance
denotes what is of Divine Providence, 6494; being before thee,
denotes what is presented to the mind as is evident, 5113, 10,55°;
in the "'3y, denotes in t he course of regenera tion , 2234; in any tree
or on the ground, denotes relating to either spiritual or natural
things, 105, 90, 268; with young ones or eggs, denotes good or
truth, 43iS-9; the dam sitting on the young or on the eggs, denotes
the love of k now lcdrre excited which reg-ards either voluntnry or
intellectual life, 32 19 , 558., Luke xiii. 34; and not taking the darn
with the young, denotes that the love of knowlcdjrc is not to be
restrained by selfish motives. 32 19, 5581, 9348fi.

i· Letting the darn go, denotes t ha t love must, from heavenly
motives be left in frr-cdorn, 7439, 3310, 99, Lev. x iv. i; taking- the
young- unto thyself. denotes the initiation of genuine good, 43i8-q:
and it being \\"eII, and the days being prolonged, denotes that the
heavenly life Inay be promoted, and olay be eternal, 4258, 88g8.

8. "~hcn thou buildest a new house, nlaking a battlement for t11\·
roof, that blood be not brought upon the house, if any man Ia ll
from thence, denotes that, when the spiritual man by regeneration,
realizes the state of good. then truth is to hecorne subordinate, as a
portection to inmost good, lest injury be done to good, by a lapse
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from the state of good to the state of truth, or from an internal to
an external state, 9274", 4390 , °4 19, 10, 184, 374, 9086.

9. Not sowing thy vineyard with t\VO kinds of seed, lest the whole
fruit be forfeited, the seed which thou hast sown, and the increase
of thy vineyard, denotes that the spiritual man, who is in interior
truths, must not confuse natural truths therewith, lest the fulness as
to the state of g-ood in truth be lost, and both the external and the
internal state be vitiated, 92744, 6154, 3519, 6297, 10,184.

ro. Not plowing with an ox and an ass together, denotes that, in
the preparation of the mind for the reception of truth, the state of
good should not be confused with the state of truth, or the celestial
with the spiritual state, 9274-

I I. Not wearing a mingled stufT of wool and linen together,
denotes that neither should the spiritual man in the application of
truths to the uses of life, confuse the state of truth separated from
good with the state of truth derived from good, 9274, 94706.

12. Making' fringes upon the four borders of thy vesture, where
with thou coverest thyself, denotes that care must be taken, in the
heavenly state, that good shall be in ultirnates ; and this should be
the moving principle of truths most external, by which firmness and
strength are maintained, and the spiritual man is protected and
adorned, 257 6 1 5 , 94687, 9494.

13. A man taking a wife, going in unto her, and hating her,
denotes w hen , in the course of life, truth is externally conjoined with
good which is uncongenial, 915, Ig08, 5061. .

14. I__aying shameful things to her charge, and bringing up an
evil narne upon her, denotes a state of aversioas.Irorn truth, both as
to affection and thoug-ht, j er. xi. 13, 4839, 145; saying, denotes per
ception, 1822; and "I took this woman, and when I came nigh to
her I found not in her the tokens of virginity," denotes that when
con j unction takes place his good is not pure because it is con
tamiuatcd with falsity, vcr. 13, 74561.

15· 'T'h(,11 the father and the mot her of the damsel taking and
bringing forth tho tokens of her virginit\, unto the elders of the city
in the gate," denotes that good and trlithinternal, or the Lord by
them, make manifest the purity of the state of good external, to the
state of good and truth conjoined there, 3 7()J~, 2362, 74561, 6524-5,
40 2 , 232 4.

J(). The darnsc-ls father saying unto thc eldr r s , "I gave nlY
daughter unto this m.in to wife. and he hatr-th her," denotes that
ill tvr nal good will give; perception, through e xtcrnn l good, that
na t ural go(xl is indeed conjoined to spiritual t ruth, and yet that there
is t hr- srn se of 1I1lcongeniaiity and aversion, 2362, 37032,' 1822, 65 2 4-5,
9 IS, s06r.

Ii· "And 10, he hath laid shameful things to her charge, saying,
J found not in thy dnujrhtr-r thr: tokens of \'irg-inity; and yet these
a.r e the tokcns of Iny daug-hter's virjz ini tv." denotcs that this par
ticular natural good, is not in agrccInent with that particular spiritual
truth, and that hence is the outward appearance of impurity, while

CHAPTER XXII

yet, inwardly there is purity, ver. J 4, 2362; and spreading- the gar·
ment before the elders of the city, denotes that this is made manifest
to good and truth conjoined in externals in innocence, 4035, 9212,
6524-5, 4°2.

18. The elders of the city takirur the man and chastising him,
denotes that the spiritual man is in error and endures temptation,
6524-5, 3654, 6g6.

19. Amercing him in one hundred shekels of silver, denotes by
which his state as to the reception of truths is made perfect, 9045,
1988, 425; giving them unto the father of the damsel, denotes
acknowledgment that it is from the Lord, 10,227, 37032, 2362;
because he had brought up an evil report upon a virgin of Israel,
denotes, in this case because he had not rightlv understood the
quality of the pure good of the Spiritual Church, 9 4hi 4, 2362, 3654;
and she being his wife, and his not putting her away all his days,
denotes that he now discovers that this particular good must be
conjoined to his own particular truth to eternity, 9 15, 2740, 487.

20. The thing being true, that the tokens of virginity were not
found in the damsel, denotes that when, on the other hand, the
natural good with which spiritual truth seeks external conjunction,
is discovered to be impure, 50i5, 1728, ver, 14.

21. Bringing- out the damsel to the door of her fathcr's house,
denotes that this state of impurity is to be manifested, ver. 14, 1806,
2156, 3io , 2, 439 0 ; the men of the city stoning- her with stones that
she die, denotes the rejection of the state of impurity, and also that
good external is purified by the truth and receives' new life, 447 R,
.~I56, 8575, 540 j , 1408, ~J26; "because she hath wrought folly in
Israel, to play the harlot. in her father's house," denotes that' COI-

rupted good and its fnl:.;ifications cannot be perrnittcd in the Spiritual
Church, ver. 20, 5iS5, 444,:;, 3654, 24()6,. 3i032, 4~90; and thus putting
away the evil Irorn the midst of thee, denotes that all evil both as to
vood and truth. Blust be rernovr-d, in orde-r that the heavenly mar
ri

6ag-e
may be effected ex ternally as \\'('11 as internally, 4544, 4839, 200,

3 54·

22. ~.\ rna n f 0 11nd I\"i n~ w i t h a xv0 J11~l n n1[, r r i(.d to :l h 1I Sba nd .
denotes falsity found conjoining- itsr-lf w i th »vil, in the case whore
the conjunction of ~ood w it h truth has alrp~,(l~' taken place by the
acknowledurnent of t hr- Lord internally, ()"4~: both of thorn dvinrr.
denotes t ha t evil and fal sitv must borh b; rejected externallv, and
thus complr-telv, 5407: the man t hat Iav with the woman, and t hr
woman. denotes the fn lsi tv which adultr-rntes a nd profn nr-s the rrood of
the church. and also that corrupted ~o()d, ()'-l~. IJe\·. xx. IO, xviii. 20:

and so ('vi! bf'in~ put a~\'ay frorn Israr-l. drnotr-s that in the Spiritual
Church evil and Its falSity rnust be ent irr-lv put :l\\'~~', ~hS4, 4.=)44.

2 J . A d a 111S e I t hat is :l v i r~ in h f' t r()t h ('d t n ~ h u Sh~ nd. dp notesth('
pure g-ood of the church info which truth hns ber-n init ia tcd, 108r,
R()q6; :l.nd ~ ~l1nn. finding' her in thr- r i tv , and l\'ing with her, denotes
contamination with falsity of doctrine, 72 I, 2384, 402, 33qR.

24· n.ring-in~ thr-rn both nut t () t he ~ntf' of the city, and stonin~
them with stones that thr-v die. denotes that this evil state a s to rrood

and truth, is to be manifested and ack nowlcdj-r-d, and rejected by 'th~
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power of the truth, at the SaI11C tiI!1e suffering the punishment of
falsity, ]806, ver. 23, 2324, 402, 5 156, 8575, 54°7; the damsel becau~e
she cried not, being in the city, denotes corrupted good because It
had been initiated into true doctrine, and vet was not averse from
falsity, 3081, 8996, 5°16, 4°2;. the man because h~ hath humbled his
neighbour's wife, denotes falsity because It hath violated the heavenly
marriage of good and truth. ver, 22.

2". The man finding the damsel that is betrothed in the field,
forcing her, and lying with her, denotes if, on the contrary falsity
contaminates the good of the church among those who are remote
from true doctrine, assuming the force of truth, and thus corrupts
true doctrine, 721, 2384, ver. 23, 297 I, 7407, 6343, 3398 ; at;d t.he man
only that lay with her dying, denotes that then only falsity IS to be
rejected, 721,5407.

26. Unto the damsel, doing nothing, denotes that good, in' this
case, is safe, 3081, 8996; there being in her no sin \~·orthy of death,
denotes without fault on account of the innocence of Ignorance, 4839,
540 j ; and" as .,vher: a man riseth against his neighbo~r, ~nd slayeth
him even so IS this Blatter," denotes as when falsity IS elevated
against charity, and desires its destruction, generally speaking, 721,
2401, 24 17, 6767, 5075·

27. Finding the damsel in the field; crying; and none to save her,
denotes since injury from falsity \\'.as the result of ig!10rance of tr~th ;
g-ood \\'3S clearly averted from falsity, and true doctrine was wanting,
721, 2384, vcr. 23, 297 1, 74°7, 50 16 , 40 2 •

28. 1\ man finding a damsel not betrothed; laying hold on her;
lying with her; and their being found, denotes when falsity com
municates with a good affection, which has not been initiated into
truth, and forcibly conjoining itself contarninates that good affection
and the spiritual man becomes aware of that state in himself, 72 I,

2384,3°81,8996,2411,3398.

29. The 111an that lay with her, giving unto the damsel's father
fift·y shekels of silver, and she being his wife, because he had
humbled her; and his not putting- her a wav all his days, denotes
redemption by a state of truth acknowledged to be fr?l1l the Lord,
through internal good, and thus the heavenly marriage effected,
because the conjunction of falsity with good arose from defect of truth,
and the good affection now conjoined w ith truth cannot be separated
therefrom, 721,10,227,37032,3081,2252,425,915,1937,2740,487.

~o. A man not taking his father's wife, and not uncovering his
fatht'r's skirt, denotes that above all things the spiritual man is
forbidden to profane good by conjoining falsity w ith it, or to profane
truth by conjoining evil w it h it; or in other words, to profane good
by conjoining evils w it h truths, or to profane truth by conjoining
falsities with truths, 6348, 3703~o, Lev. xviii. 7-8.

In the first section of this chapter, it is evident that the duties of
charity are taught both as to its literal and spiritual senses; and
certainly \\ hcrr-vcr such duties are performed conscientiously from
the un svlfish motives irnplicd, even in the literal sense, it must tend
to strengthen the spiritual life of him who thus acts; and since this
is so, much more will this be the case if any one in the same wav
helps the spiritual life of his brother. For \\"C have seen that the ox

denotes the natural affections, and the sheep the spiritual affections;
and since affections are the motive power of life, it is most important
with regard to individuals that thev should not go as.tr~y, and tl~at
when they do they should be restored to order. But It IS far easter
to restore to the owner a lost ox or sheep, than it is to prevent our
affections from "going astray," or to restore them to order when
they have done so; and we naturally have to ask, therefore, how
we shall do this? And on consideration we shall find that it is to
be done by the application of the Truths of the 'Yard in a spirit
of wisdom and benevolence. For if we know that our own natural
or spiritual afTections are perverted, or that, those of some one else
are so, it is manifest that nothing but the truth only can set them
right; and more-s-it must be the right kind of 'Truth. For example,
the natural affections of our brother Illay be led astray, by excessive
drinking, by gluttony, by the love of worldly plea~ures, by t~e

desire for fame, or by aspirations after honours, or riches ; and til
each case it will be necessary to apply the truths relating to the
particular state of error, and thus, the laws of temperance, of
practical usefulness, and of the proper use of riches, or honours, or
po\ver not acquired merely for their own sakes. And then, on the
spiritual plane, what are more powerful remedies and restoratives,
than the genuine truths of the \Vord rightly understood and
applied? .

And secondly let us regard the spiritual interpretation of the verses
that complete the section. 1"0 bring the affection of another to our
own house, and preserve it there, is surely to show sympathy from
our own state of good; but suppose our own natural man to be
"lost" in this way, being, that is, U far off" because engrossed for
a little while with what is merely natural. Then, we sec, it may be
preserved through our interior state as to good. But what must
follow? The owner of the natural man, or in other words. ourselves,
must seek after it, and find .it by doing the work of repentance. And
it is just the same, if the thing- "lost" be our spiritual affection,
which is represented by a sheep. And we remcrnber the man who
had a hundred sheep who lost one, and af terwards found it. \Ve 111ay
indeed be in charitv , and vet also, for a time lose it; and when we
do, we must also -spiritualX· seek" for it, and find it, and rejoice
because we have done so. And for everything thus, as it were, lost
by us, we must do the work of repentance, since the fault has ber-n
our own. And hence we see what an active life, the life of the
spiritual man nlay be in a \vay that no one is aware of but himself;
and how correctly the \\:"ord describes his changing states!

And now it follows, that, as it is said, we must not hide ourselves .
or conceal from ourselves the weakness of the natural man as to will
and understanding. We are, however, sornet imes much more ready
to observe the natural weaknesses of others, than our own. But if
we do the former let it be with a sincere desire to help; and when
we do the latter, let us also from our state of good internallv elevate
and strengthen our natur~po\v('rs; for these an") Irorn the Lord and
it is only through evil and its falsity that they are weak and
incompetent.

In the second short section, it does not appear from the literal
sense only, that men and women mijrht not wr-ar sim ilar gnrnH'nts
without its being- an nborninat ion to thr- Lord, Who views all thing~

from eternal ends, and not onlv Irorn the out wn rd act. But if \\'C

go back to the Lord Himself, and consider that there are t\VO thing-s
in Him which make one, narnelv Divine Love and Divine Wisdom I

and yet which are perfectly distinguished, comparatively as substance
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and Iorrn make one, and ryet are perfectly distinguished, we shall
then see, in some slight measure, why all created things have a
reference to love and wisdom and their union or conjunction, and
why therefore there are men and. women, or masculine minds and
feminine minds, Thus then, it is clear, that there never can be an
exact simllarity between the masculine mind and the feminine mind,
and yet that, wonderful as it nlay seem to us, they are destined to
be united or conjoined as the substance and the form of a thing are
united or conjoined. And since, therefore, the masculine mind and
the feminine Blind are destined to be united by creation and yet are
eternally disiinct ; and since also it is a law of Divine Order that
thc outward fonn of anything should exactly correspond to its life,
love, or substance, we now see why the outward forms of the
masculine and feminine minds cannot be alike in a single particular,
and therefore why the law we are considering is a true law J and
also what it represents.

The operations of Divine Providence as to the particulars of the
life of man, are as exact and as rigorous, as they are in general.
things. But while man is able very well to observe the. immutable
character of those operations in the laws of nature generally, he is
not able to do this in regard to particular things. And this is the
reason why so many things appear to happen by chance.

But chance does nothing" Jesus, Lord of all,
Who counts each hair, and marks the sparrow (all,
From love by wisdom has arranged the whole,
And clothed the beauteous earth from pole to pole.

And it is just the same in relation to spiritual things. Moreover
each bird of the air, and each animal in the fields, and each hair of
our heads, is equally under the care of the heavenly Father, because
lie \Vho govcrns all things in general necessarily governs all par
t icular things) and besides) the material things here named, as we
have seen, in this third section, correspond to spiritual things, and
th~r.cfor~ represent. theln,. so that we have. here a fine example of
DIVine I rovidence In relation to both. And If, now we wish to have
our spiritual states perfect we must attend to the spiritual instruction
here conveyed,

A spiritual bird's nest, or an ordinary and simple fact, or feeling,
or th'J~ght ?f human life, may seeIn. to be too insignificant for the
Lord, In HIS Word to make a special law about; but as this has
been done, it is evident that we ought to learn some useful lessons
f;Oll1. it. l\I,ld .therc:fore, in additi~n to teflching us that the Divine
1 rovidcnce JS In things most pnrticular, It also teaches us that we
ought not to neglect to acquire, so to speak, g-ood and truth repre
sented by young. bir~s, or t}leir eggs, out of trifling things. For as
some one has said, lttt!c thIngs Inay be considered trifles; but trifles
go to makr- up perfection, and perfection is no trifle. For also, as
\\"C I~roceed on our journey through life, or in our regeneration, we
require, each of us, support according- to our state; and although
we are taught to depend upon Divine Providence for our daily bread,
t his ~oes not mean that '\'~ are. not ourselves to make any effort to
g-et It, And our parable In this section, assures us that we must
make some effort after natural nourishment. and also after nourish
merit for our souls. For a nest in a tree denotes as we have seen
something' relating to our interior states; \\'C shal! have to climb th~
tree to Ret at it; and we shall also have to look into the nest and
discover the young birds or the eg-gs, and consider their adaptability
to our particular needs, and act accordingly. And as an example of

the necessitv of being careful in this respect, we 111ay reflect on the
kind of literature we should read and utilize as we pass on our way ;
for some of it may be injurious to our souls, even as the eggs of
some birds may be injurious to our bodies; and some of it l11ay be
most excellent, and nourishing in the highest sense of the terrn. But
above all things we are to remember that we must let the mother
bird go free. That is, the affections [rorn and by means of which
we acquire good and truth Blust be left at liberty. For nobody can
be forced to receive and cultivate either. 1\S it is in our choice of
good or evil generally therefore, so Blust it be as to particulars.
And only what we freely imbibe or consume to. support our .un.der...
standings and our hearts, and what we well digest and assimilate
also, will be of lasting good.

But now there is some very useful, and practical instruction in the
five verses which compose the fourth section. And it is first to be
shown that these things are in a series, by observing that verso 8-9
refer to the state of interior good and interior truth; verso 10-1 I, to
the state of exterior good and exterior truth; and vera 12 to the
state of good and truth in the ultimate. The lesson then first is,
that when man is in the state of good which is represented by the
new house, then truth is to be subordinate, and this in order to
prevent a falling back from the state of good to the former state of
truth leading to good, or worse still, to a state of evil. Secondly,
the spiritual man, who is represented by one cultivating a vineyard,
is in cultivating his will and understanding, to be careful that he
does not confuse spiritual and natural thing-s, because this would
evidently prevent the proper growth of either, and would not bring
forth the fruits of a good life. Thirdly, by not ploughing with an
ox and an ass together is meant, that one cannot be in the state of
truth, leading- to good, and also in the state of good, or of the full
conjunction of good and truth, at the same time, the ass representing'
the former state and the ox the latter. And we must remember that
this law does not mean tharwe cannot work with good and truth at
the same time, because this is what every .one oug-ht to do" For a
man is not truly religious by being in the knowledge of truth alone,
nor by having love to the Lord and the neighbour alone without
adequate truths to guy!e that 10\"e. Fourthly, everyone may see
that there is no harm In actually wearing a garInent of mixed wool
and linen; but, spiritually, we ought not to confuse the state of
truth separated from good with the state of truth derived from good.
And fifthly, although there is no necessity to have always fringes
on the borders of our garnlents literally, yet it is absolutely necessary
that the truths we have acquired shall be properly applied to the
uses of Ii fee But we must now proceed to our fifth section for the
illustration of which S0T11e remarks mav be found useful.

Regeneration 111ay be described as ·the continual conjunction of
good with truth, or of truth w it h good in man; and this conjunction
is properly called the hcavcnlv marr iage, And indeed, \\Oe have no
doubt of this; for the Lord Himself is described as the br idegroom
and husband, and the church is described as the bride and wife ; and
this is not a mere cornparison but a real correspondence as well, But
it sometimes happens, or \\OC t11ay say that it often happens, during
regeneration, that good conjoins itself with what appears to be
uncongenial truth or even with falsity, as, for example, when he
who is truly religious is attached to a doctrine or truth which is
mixed w ith er ror , or contaminated with evil, or is otherwise not in
harmony with the particular kind of good by which a person is
distinguished. And it is just such a case as this that is described
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THE CONTE~TS OF EACH VERSE

S{j~I]'IARY OF THE SPIRITUAL SENSE

CH.:\Pl"ER XXIII

I. Concerning certain unnatural states into which men may come,
by which they are excluded from the heavenly life, verso 1-6.

2. Concerning natural states of good and truth from the Lord,
which are the means of introduction into the heavenly life, through
the process of regeneration, verso 7-8. ...

3. Everyone who would successfully overcome evil In himself, must
abstain from deliberate evil actions; must be purified from all un
conscious abuse of the laws of Divine Order in states of weakness
and obscurity; and must co-operate with the Lord in the orderly
removal of all evil and falsity, verso 9-14-

4. And thirdly, several other spiritual laws, to be carefully
observed by the man of the Spiritual Church, are set forth in order
that they may be constantly, and consistently obeyed, verso 15-25.

I. The spiritual man is also
instructed that everyone who,
by a. wicked life, has injured
in himself the holy principle
bv which the seeds of Divine
Truth are formed in him, or
by which holy truths are can..
joined with good, is excluded
from the heavenly kingdom;

I. He that is wounded in
the stones, or hath his ptivy
member cut off, shall not
enter into the assembly of
the LORD.

in the iuterual sense of verso 13-21. But now, a careful perusal of
the internal sense of these verses as deduced from the correspond
ences and given in series in the right-hand parallel colurnn , and its
cornparison w it h the dClnonstr;.ltic)(l~, will tcnd to show how the case
rcallv is, both when the conjunction appears outwar-dly false and
yet IS inwardly true and 111USt therefor~ ~col11e outwardly ~rue as
well, and continue eternally, and when It IS. really unco~genlal and
therefore false, and consequently cannot continue to eternity. Hence
then, from one point of view it l11ay here be ~e~n how persons can
be saved under difTerent outward forms of religion, while yet none
can be saved if the life is evil; and from another point of view, how
an actual marriage I1lay appear to be outwardly uncongcnial., a~d

yet Illay be inwardly a true marriage, the course of regeneratIon 111

the case of each partner, bringing about the removal of external
dissirnilarity , or disagreernent ; but if the .Illarriage is not true
internallv, no external agreenlent can Blake It so.

llaving- from the foregoing example seen that th~ heavenly. l11a.r
riage is the conjunction of good and truth, or of charity and faith, 111

thcman of the spiritual church, it follows that all relations of that
conjunction are deno~cd by all kinds. o.f adultery and. forni:ation in
various \\'ays, accordinjr to the remairung part of this section; and
we find here five special cases. But \\"C Illay easily see, by a careful
study of them both in the series and in the explanations, what the
distinctions are, and thus in what \\'ay we may avoid the f~lse and
evil states rcprescn ted. "re know perfectly well, that, during our
regeneration. we are in a mixed state, and thus that we arc liable to
conjoin fnlsitv w it h evil; and so surely as we do this and confirm
ourselves in such conjunction, our salvation will be irnpossible ; and
we all know too that, although we Inay not proceed so far as this,
\\"C mav allow falsities to contaminatc our spiritual life, either
througll ignorance or wilfulness, in other \vays than those h~re
rnent ioned ; and more than this also, \\'C know that the profanation
of good and truth is a great deal worse than ordinary evils. And
therefore it is our dutv to be very careful indeed, lest we mingle
those things in ourselves, by first -establishing ourselves in what is
good or true from the love thereof, and then going- back to a state
of wickedness. and confinning the love of that also.

2. A bastard shall not
enter into the assembly of
the LORI); even to the tenth
generation shall none of his
enter into the assembly of
the LORD.

2. That everyone whose
life has been formed by the
falsified truths of faith, or by
its corrupted goods, is exclu
ded Irorn the heavenly king
dom, unless by the reception
of remains and consequent
regeneration, he has done the
work of repentance.

3. And everyone who has
confirmed himself in such
falsification of truth, or adul-

3. An Ammonite or a
Moabite shall not enter into
the assembly of the LORD;

y 32 1



32 2 TIlE BOOK OF DEUTERONOAfY CHAP1'ER ~YXIII 323

even to the tenth generation
shall none belonging to
them enter into the assembly
of the LORD for ever:

4. Because they met you
not with bread and with
water in the \vay, when ye
came forth out of Egypt;
and because they hired
against thee Balaarn the son
of Bear from Pethor of
Mesopotamia, to curse thee.

5. Nevertheless the LORD
thy God would not hearken
ur~to Balaarn : but the L,ORD
thy God turned the curse
into a blessing unto thee,
because the LORD thy God
loved thee.

6. Thou shalt not seek
their peace nor their pros
perity all thy days for eyer.

7. Thou shalt not abhor
an Edomite; for he is thy
brother: thou shalt not
abhor an I~gyptian ; because
thou wast a stranger in his
land.

8. l"'he children of the
third generation that are
horn unto them shall enter
into the assembly of the
LORD.

teration of good, has rendered
himself incapable of regenera
tion, and consequently of the
enjoyment of eternal life in
heaven.

4. For such persons have
not been willing', during their
natural life, to promote in
themselves or in others the
reception of good and truth'
from the Lord, and have con
firmed themselves against
charity by using truth for
selfish purposes, and per
vertinjr its knowledges, thus
averting themselves from the
heavenly life.

. 5. I3ut such hypocrisy is en
tircly opposed to Divine Good
united to Divine 'Truth, which
is the cause of the removal of
aversion, and of the conjunc
tion of good and truth with
m an ; and this indeed wholly
Irorn the Divine l\Iercy.

6. And so it is impossible
that falsified truth and cor
rupted good can ever be in
harmony with true spiritual
life.

7. Hence the spiritual man
is not to be averse from
natural good, which is capable
of receiving true doctrine be
cause it is in harrnony with
spiritual good; nor· f rorn
natural truth because in this
the man of the church is first
instructed.

8. And these are capable,
through the completion of re
genera tion, of realizing the
heavenly life.

9. When thou goest forth
in camp against thine ene
mies, then thou shalt keep
thee from every evil thing.

10. If there be among you
any man, that is not clean
by reason of that which
chanceth him by night, then
shall he go abroad out of
the camp, he shall not come
within the camp:

I I. But it shall be, when
evening corneth on, he shall
bathe himself in water : and
when the sun is down, he
shall come within the camp.

12. Thou shalt have a
place also withoutthe carnp,
whither thou shalt go forth
abroad:

13- And thou shalt have a
paddle among thy weapons :
and it shall be, when thou
sittest down abroad, thou
shalt dig therewith, and
shalt turn back and coyer
that which cometh from
thee:

14. For the LORD thy
God walketh in the midst
of thy camp, to deliver thee,
and to give up thine ene
mies before thee; therefore

9. l\gain, when the spiritual
man is prepared, by the
orderly arrangcment of his
truths interiorly to enter into
temptations, he must not allow
evil to come deliberately into
act.

. 10. But if, on the contrary,
In . the course .. of temptation,
evil comes into ultimates or
into the outward act uncon
sciously, or from na tural in
firrnity, this for the time being
will separate thc spiritual rrla~
f rorn heavenly order, and pre
vent the realization of it.

I I. And thcrefore, in that
state of obscurity and weak
ness, he must do the work of
repentance, and be purified by
the application of the truth;
and then when selfish love is
subdued, he shall be restored
to an orderly state.

.1::. Moreover, with every
spiritual man there must be a
state which is intermediate
for the di scrimina tion of truth
and the separation of evil;

13· And then there must be
discriminating truth as well as
defensive truths; and hence it
will happen, that when good
is confirmed and is about to
be appropriated fully, there is
the n105t perfect separation of
evil frorn good, a ternporary
state of apparent retrogres
sion, and a total rejection of
evil.

14. And this happens, be
cause the Lord, in Whom
good and truth are one, oper
ates upon man from the In
most, where there is orderly
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shall thy camp be holy:
that he see no unclean thing
in thee, and turn a\vay from
thee.

15. Thou shalt not deliver
unto his master a servant
which is escaped from his
master unto thee:

16. I-Ie shall dwell with
thee, in the midst of thee,
in the place which he shall
choose within one of thy
gates, where it liketh him
best: thou shalt not oppress
him.

17. There shall be no
harlot of the daughters of
Israel, neither shall there be
a sodomite of the sons of
Israel.

18. Thou shalt not bring
the hire of a whore, or the
wages of a dog, into the
house of the LORD thy God
for any VO\v: for even both
these are an abomination
unto the LORD thy God.

19· Thou shalt not lend
upon usury to thy brother;

arrangement, that he may be
continually delivered from evil
and falsity, and therefore hea
venly good must be established
in the ultimate or lowest
degree of his life, while every
impurity in feeling and thought
must be removed, lest there
should be any aversion from
the Lord in the slightest
degree with the perfected
spiritual man in heaven.

IS. Again, when the natural
man has passed over from the
governolent of selfish love to
the government of heavenly
love, he is not to be allowed
to return to a state of selfish
ness.

16. On the contrary, the
natural man must then abide
with charity even as to its
inmost life, and as to its life
most external, in a state of
freedom according to the state
of affection; nor will charity
use any compulsion in its
government.

17· Also truth is not to be
falsified with the spiritual
man, nor is good to be cor
rupted; or, in other words, the
g-ood affections of the spiritual
man are not to be perverted
by falsity; nor are his truths
to be vitiated by evil.

18. And much less is falsity
from evil to be estimated as
truth to be devoted to the
Lord; or the lust of evil to be
estimated as good for the
same purpose, because both
these cause aversion from the
Lord.

19· And besides this, truth
is not to be communicated,

usury of money, usury of
victuals, usury of any thing
that is lent upon usury:

20. U nto a foreigner thou
mayest lend upon usur)';
but unto thv brother thou
shalt not. lend upon usury:
that the LORD thy God may
bless thee in all that thou
puttest thine hand unto, in
the land whither thou goest
in to possess it.

21. \''''hen thou shalt VO\V

a vow unto the LORD thy
God, thou shalt not be slack
to pay it: for the LORD thy
God will surely require it
of thee; and it would be sin
in thee.

22. But if thou shalt for
bear to YO\\", it shall be no
sin in thee.

23· That which is gone
out of thy lips thou shalt
observe and do; according
as thou hast vowed unto the
LORD thy God, a freewill
offering, which thou hast
promised with thy mouth.

24· When thou comest
into thy neighbour's vine
yard, then thou mayest eat
grapes thy fill at thine ow n
pleasure; -but thou shalt not
put any in thy vessel.

25· \'''hen thou earnest

good is not to be communi
cated, nor is any good action
to be performed, by those who
are in charity, for the sake of
gain.

20. He who is in natural
affection merely may be in
duced to do good for the sake
of reward, but not he who is
in charity; so that conjunction
with the Lord may be pre
served to the spiritual man in
every action of his life, and
this especially when he has
fully realized the heavenly
state and acts from charity as
if from himself.

2 I. And again, when the
spiritual man has decided to
devote his life to the service
of the Lord, he shall not hesi
tate or draw back; for the
Lord desires full conjunction
with man by love, and evil
punishes itself, and thus to act
causes aversion from the Lord.

22. But he who is, as yet,
undecided is not, therefore, in
that state of aversion.

23· However', what the
spiritual man thinks to be
true, that he should do; and
f rom f reedorn he should ac
knowledj-e the Lord, and be
devoted to Him in affection
and thought.

24· Again, the spiritual man
may freely and fully appropri
ate the good of charity, or
interior good Irorn the Lord,
but he may not claim it as his
own,

25· Also he may freely and
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REFERE~CES AND NOTES

I. He that is wounded in the stones or hath his privy member
cut ofT, not entering into the assembly, or congregation of the Lord,
denotes that everyone who by a wicked life, has injured in himself
the holy principle by which the seeds of Divine Truth are formed
in him, or by which heavenly truths are conjoined with good is
excluded from the heavenly kingdom, 246815, 9042, 2468 15, 7843,
2001.

2. ;\ bastard not entering into the assembly, or congregation, of
the Lord; even to the tenth generation none entering into the
assembly of the Lord, denotes that everyone whose life has been
formed by the falsified truths of faith, or by its corrupted goods, is
excluded from the heavenly kingdom, unless by the reception of
remains and consequent regeneration, he has done the work of
repentance, 62398

, 9927, j843, 576, 683.

3. An Ammonite or a Moabite not entering into the assembly of
the Lord; even to the tenth generation none belonging to them
entering into the assembly of the Lord for ever, denotes that every..
one who has confirmed himself in such falsification of truth or
adulteration of good, has rendered himself incapable of regeneration,
and consequently of the enjoyment of eternal life in heaven, 246815,
576, 9927, 7843, 2001.

4· Their not meeting you with bread and water, in the \vay, when
ye carne forth out of the land of 'Egypt, denotes that such persons
have not been willing, during their natural life, to promote in them..
selves, or in others, the reception of good and truth from the Lord,
8662, <)3 23, 8866, 4973; and hiring against thee Balaarn the son of
Bear from Pethor of Mesopotamia to curse thee, denotes confirmation
against charity by using truth for selfish purposes, and perverting
its k no wledjres, thus averting themselves from the heavenly life,
because a hirefing signifies one who uses truth for the sake of
reward, or for selfish purposes, 799j. Balaarn means old age, or
ancient of the penple, or the destruction of the people, and therefore
denotes falsity confirmed, 2348, 1259, 10,510. Beor means burning,
foolish, m ad , and therefore signifies evil, 9055, 42173, 51456, Pethor
means nt tcrin g , interpreting, explaining, and therefore signifies these
things spiritually, :;168, 6620, Mesopotamia, according to the Hebrew,
means Syria of Rivers, and therefore signifies the knowledges of
truth, in this case, perverted, 3051, and cursing denotes aversion,
507 J.

5. The Lord thy God not hearkening unto Balaarn, denotes that
such hypocrisy is entirely opposed to Divine Truth united to Divine
Good, 2001, 2691 ; turning the curse into a blessing for thee, denotes
the removal of aversion, and the conjoining of good and truth with
man, 507 I, 35 14; and the Lord thy God loving thee, denotes this
indeed wholly from the Divine Mercy, 5042.

6. Not seeking their peace or their prosperity all thy days for ever,
denotes that hence it is impossible that falsified truth or corrupted
good can ever be in harmony with true spiritual life, 246815, 10382,
4972 , 340 2 •

7. Not abhorring an Edornite, for he is thy brother, denotes that
the spiritual man is not to be averse from natural good, which is
capable of receiving true doctrine, because it is in harmony with
spiritual good, 3605, 3322, 1222; and not abhorring an .Egyptian be
cause thou wast a stranger in his land, denotes no aversion from
natural truth because in this the man of the church is first instructed,
36 05, 146 1•

8. The children of the third generation that are born of them
entering into the assembly of the Lord, denotes that these are capable
through the completion of regeneration, of realizing the heavenly life,
ver. 7, 62398

, 2788.

9. When going forth to camp against thine enemies, keeping from
every evil thing, denotes that the spiritual man is to be prepared,
by the orderly arrangement of his truths interiorly, to enter into
temptations, and therefore must not allow, on this occasion, evil to
come deliberately into act, 9927, 1664, 8130 , 285 1 , 3382, 4839, 5075.

10. There being among you any man that is not clean by reason
of that which chanceth hini by night, and his going abroad out of
the camp, and not corning within it, denotes that if in the course
of temptation evil comes into ultimates or into the outward act un
consciously, or from natural infirmity, this, for the time being, \\'i11
separate the spiritual man Irorn heavenly order, and prevent the
realization of it, 3654, 158, 10,130, 3693 7

, 9927, 4839, 71933.

1 I. I t being, when evening cometh on, that he shall bathe himself
in water, and when the sun is down come within the camp, denotes
that, therefore, in that state of obscurity and weakness, he must
do the work of repentance, and be purified by the application of the
truth; and then when selfish love is subdued, he shall be restored
to an orderly state, 36<)3 7

, 3 147, 10,584, 4839.

12. Having a place also without the camp, whither thou shalt go
forth abroad. denotes that, with every spiritual man there must be a
state which is intermediate for the discrimination of truth and the
separation of evil, 2625, 10,038, 9927.

13. Having a paddle among thy weapons, denotes that there must
be discriminating truths, as well as defensive truths, because a
paddle, or shovel, denotes such truths, and \veapons denote defensive
truths, 9723-4, 9572, 2686; sitting down abroad, denotes the con
firrnation of good, in this case by the rejection of evil, 23243, 4861 ;
and digging, and turning back, and covering that which cometh
from thee, denotes the appropriation of good, by the most perfect

fully appropriate the good of
truth from the Lord, but he
may not ascribe it to himself.

into thy neighbour's stand
ing corn, then thou mayest
pluck the ears with thine
hand; but thou shalt not
1l10Ve a sickle unto thy
neighbour's standing corn.
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separation of evil from good, a temporary state of apparent retro
gression, and a total rejection of evil, 3424, 10,584, 10,037, 8230.

14. The Lord thy God walking in the midst of thy camp to
deliver thee, and give up thine enemies before thee, denotes that the
Lord, in \Vhom good and truth are one, operates upon man from
the Inmost, where there is orderly arrangement, that he may be
continually delivered from evil and falsity, 2001, 5 19, 200, 4839t
6854, 8899, 285 I; and the carnp being holy, that the Lord may see
no unclean thing in thee and turn away from thee, denotes that
heavenly good must be established in the ultimate or lowest degree
of marr's life, while every impurity in feeling and thought must be'
removed, lest there should be any aversion from the Lord in the
slightest degree with the spiritual man in his perfected state in
heaven, 4839, 8042, 2001, 2807, 10,130, 3654, 6226.

15. Not delivering unto his master a servant that is escaped from
his master unto thee, denotes that when the natural man has passed
over from the government of selfish love to the government of
heavenly love, he is not to be allowed to return to a state of selfish
ness, 5544, 61382, 25677

, 5899, 3654.

16. His dwelling with thee, in the midst of thee, in the place
which he shall choose, within one of thy gates where it liketh him
best, denotes that, on the contrary, the natural man must then abide
with charity even as to its inrnost life, and as to its life most external,
in a state of freedom according to the state of affection, 1293, 200,

~6~5, 3900'. , 23 2 4 , 4538, 19374 ; and not oppressing him, denotes that
charity will not use any compulsion in its government, 9196.

17. No harlot of the daughters of Israel, and no sodomite of
the sons of Israel, denotes that truth is not to be falsified with the
spiritual man. nor is good to be corrupted; or, in other words, the
good affections of the spiritual man are not to be perverted by
falsity, nor are his truths to be vitiated by evil. 2466 , 4S9, 3654,
1600, 2356-9.

18. Not bringing the hire of a whore, or the wages of a dog into
the house of the Lord thy God for any VO\V, because both of these
are an abornina tion to the Lord thy God, denotes that much less is
Ialsity Irorn evil to be estimated as truth to be devoted to the Lord;
or the lust of evil to be estimated as good for the same purpose,
because both of these cause aversion from the Lord, 923 1" , 7997,
2959, 2223, 2001, 7454.

19. Not lending upon usury to thy brother, or money, or of victuals,
or of anything thus lent, denotes that truth is not to be communi
cated, good is not to be communicated, nor is any good action to
be performed by those who are in charity, for the sake of gain, 9210.

20. Lending to a foreigner on usury; but unto thy brother not
doing so, denotes that he who is in natural affection merely may be
induced to do good for the sake of reward, but not he who is in
charity, <)210; and the Lord thy God blessing thee in all that thou
puttest thine hand unto, in the land whither thou goest in to possess
it, denotes conjunction with the Lord preserved to the spiritual man
in every action of his life, and this especially when he has fully
realized the heavenly state, and acts from charity as if from himself,
2001, 35 14, SiS, 3i05, 6901, 2658.

2 I. \Vhen thou vowest a VO\V, unto the Lord thy God, not being
slack to pay it, denotes that when the spiritual man has decided to
devote his life to the Lord, he shall not hesitate or draw back, 3732,
2001, 2454, 38809; and the Lord thy God surely requiring it of thee;
it would be sin in thee, denotes that the Lord desires full conjunction
with man by love, and evil punishes itself, while thus to act causes
aversion from the Lord, 2001, 70 43, 1005,- 4997.

22. If thou shalt forbear to VO\V, it being no sin unto thee, denotes
that he who is, as yet, undecided is not therefore in that state of
aversion, 9258, 373 2 , 4997.

23. That which is gone out of thy lips, observing and doing;
according as thou hast vowed unto the l ....ord thy God, a freewill
offering which thou hast promised with thy mouth, denotes that
what the spiritual man thinks to be true, that he should do; and
that from freedom he should acknowledge the Lord, and be devoted
to Him in affection and thought, 41972 , 3382, 5755, 3732, 2001, 10,097,
2951, 6985·

24. Coming into thy neighbour's vineyard ; eating grapes thy fill
at thine own pleasure; but not putting any in thy vessel. denotes
that the spiritual man may fully and freely appropriate the good of
~harit~ or interior good from the Lord, but that he nlay not claim
It as hIS own, 1853 , Jo6<), 2425, 218j, 629j, 9<)4, 511713.

The last reference shows the interpretation of this verse on the
lower plane.

25· Corning into thy neighbour's standing corn; plucking the ears
with thine hand; but not moving a sickle on it, denotes that also,
he l11ay freely and fully appropriate the good of truth from the
Lord, but that he l11ay not jascribe it to himse-lf', 1~53, 5295, 242 5,
2187, 52 12-1. In this verse also the interpretation J11ay be made on
the lower plane; and hence while the prt-vious verse signifies that
"everyone associating with others, who are of a difTerent doctrine
and religion, may learn and accept their goods of charity, but not
imbibe them, and conjoin them to his own truths," this, denotes
the same thing as to the good of truth in the natural degree, 3580.

Since the assembly, or cong-reg-ation, represents heaven, or the
heavenly state in man during regeneration; and since it is a fact that,
in the \Vord of the Lord, heaven and the heavenly state, are signified
and represented by marr-iage, we may clearly see that everything
which is a perversion of marriage is also significative and represent
ative of the perversion of the conjunction of good and truth in the
church or in the human rnind ; and we have no cause to be sur
prised, therefore, at the contents of our first section. But we notice
something here, which requires sorne explanation; for we observe
that while in the first verse. the prohibition is positive and final
without any qualification, in the second and following verses, there
is a qualification, because, in the cases of illegitimate -offspring, and
also of persons descended from an illegitimate conjunction there is
a possibility of salvation, but it is not so in the first case mentioned.
And of course the word salvo lin" is to be understood spiritually, and
as referri~g to. t~ose represented by the three examples given. But
at the point, It IS to be rernernbered carefully, that every human
being is. both by creation and birth from the Lord, capable of
regeneration, and that therefore the first case is representative of
those who render their own regeneration impossible. And whenever
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it is said in the revelations made for the New Church, as it is
sometimes, 4317, that certain persons could not be regenerated, and
thus saved, thereby is Incant that they would not be, •• because they
did not adrn it it." 1-1 ence now, we see clearly wha t kind of persons
they are, who are represented in the first verse of this chapter.

But from the other part of our section, we learn, according to
the correspondences, that those persons nlay be regenerated, and
thus saved, who are yet in the falsified truths denoted by the Ammon
ites, or in the corrupted good signified bv the Moabites, and that
the reason is, because they can, if they so choose, make use of the
remains, which the Lord stores up with everyone, and which are
signified by the tenth generation. But there is an implication here
that cannot be passed over. For. it is manifest from the account that
the regeneration of anyone may be more difficult, and may therefore
be prolonged by states of falsified truth and of corrupted good. For
clearly, falsities and evils, according to the degree in which they are
indulged or made actual, will necessarily delay the progress of any
person's regeneration. And it must be added also, that since no
state as to heredity, can ever deprive man of his liberty and ration
ality, and thus prevent his regeneration, on account of the Lord's
work of Redemption, we are not so to confuse the spiritual teaching
of the Word with its literal sense, as to suppose that anyone can
through his hereditary state be deprived of the opportunity of being
regenerated. That is, to take a concrete example or two, an illegiti
mate son may himself be regenerated, and so rnav his immediate
descendants; and also neither Moab nor Ammon, nor any of their
descendants, would be incapable of regeneration simply on account
of their birth, but only if they were unwilling to admit it.

However, there is still another thing to be considered in connection
with the first case in the section. For although it is quite certain
that what is there represented is the impossibility of regeneration on
account of a wicked life, or because good cannot be conjoined with
truth, yet we also have to remember that because some one has been
Blade a eunuch, he is not on that account incapable of regeneration,
and consequent salvation (Acts viii. 25-40). And also, we kriow from
the internal sense of the Lord's own teaching concerning eunuchs,
that the term has a good signification as well as a bad one. For
we read: "1"'hey are called eunuchs who are in the celestial marriage;
those who are born eunuchs from the womb, denote those who
are like the celestial angels; those who are so made bv men, denote
those who are like the spiritual angels; and those \\'110 have made
themselves eunuchs, denote those who, like angelic spirits, act not
~o much from charity as from obedience," 394 (Matt. xix, 12), and
It may be added, that as Cain signifies faith without charity, so does
:t eunuch; that as a mark was set upon Cain to denote that yet this
faith separated, was distinguished in a particular manner, so a
eunuch denotes the same, that is, one capable of regeneration bv
faith as a means, or principle of action, And thus we see whv
marringe and eunuchs are spoken of in connection with Cain, and
why the Lord spoke of eunuchs in connection with marriage; with
a good signification.

But COIning to the second section, we now see how, by means of
faith, a state of natural good from the Lord, with doctrine adjoined,
nlay be initiated, and how the spiritual man ought not to despise this
state of natural good. And also neither should he despise a state
of natural truth, because, without being instructed in natural truth,
he cannot have the knowledge, necessary for the formation of faith,
and thence for the reception of charity from the Lord, which at first

appears as natural good. And, at this point, therefore, we may
understand why a eunuch, an illegitimate child, an Ammonite, a
Moabite, an Edornite and an Egyptian, arc named in a certain
order, so that, in the internal sense the series may be adequately
maintained. For herein are described the successive states of man
from the time when he is apt to fancy that he becomes really pure
and holy simply by outward self-denial and devotion, through a
gradual course of purification, to the time when he realizes the con
junction of the external man with the internal, and consequently
that it is the internal man which brings the external into conformity
with itself, and by no means the reverse.

And therefore it now follows in the third section that, in prepar
ing for the spiritual conflicts, by which all evil things are to be
exterminated, there are some preparatory states. And certainly the
first of these is that no man, having begun to serve the Lord in
ternally, shall ever be guilty of deliberate acts of wickedness, It
is quite impossible indeed, in the course of his regeneration, that
he can be absolutely pure in feeling and thought, because he is
subject to evil influences from the spiritual world, these being, so
to speak, necessary in order that his own evils may be made mani
fest to himself. But it must be evident to everyone that, if he
indulges in positive evil actions, then he is guilty, and his progress
will be checked. Hence then, we see the importance of the teaching
both in the literal and in the spiritual sense of ver. 9. And now
therefore, it may be useful, in considering what follows, to have a
clear idea of the distinction between night and day spiritually. For
all states of obscurity are compared to night, and all states of clear
ness are compared to day; and this being so, every unconscious act
of sin, is denoted by that which chanccth a man by night, and
consequently such unconscious act takes him out of the camp, and
pr~,,:ents him from corn~n!5 into the camp. That is, it prevents the
spiritual man from rcahzln~.the heavenly state, or from having his
affections and thoughts disposed into heavcn ly order. Hence then
by taking this general view without excluding any particular in
volved, we have a .rnore extended lesson, and may reflect generally
that all truths, which are, as it were, superabundant with us, and
which are not applied to life, in an orderly wav, are the result of
impure states in us and which make purification, by repentance,
necessary, ,:'hic~ is represented by bathing in water in the evening,
and by cOIl."lIng Int<? the. camp, when .the sun is down, the setting of
the sun evidently, In this case, denoting selfish love subdued.
. ~gai~, understanding that the camp represents the heavenly state,
It IS evidertt that a place without the camp, denotes a state which is
not heavenly, and at the same time a state which is not evil, and
thus an intermediate state, Arid if, as before, we reflect on this
state in general without excluding any particulars, then we recognize
the general truth, name lv, that all falsity and evil must be removed
in an intermediate state. And w e must recognize also, that the
di~cr!nli~ation of truth by its separation from falsity, and the dis
cnr11lnatt<?n of go<XI by its separation Irom evil, are perpetual in
rege~eratl0n; also that they are heavenly functions and processes,
and Inde~d, so much so, that they must continue not only during
regeneratIon, but afterwards to eternity, because human beings can
never be more even in heaven, than continual recipients of truth and
of goodness, because thev never can be otherwise than finite. Under
any circumstances whatever, therefore, "'C are not only to regard
states of discrimination as intermediate states but also as clean
places (Num. xix, 9), because such places without the camp, evidently
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denote that states of discrimination and separation are pure, and
ought to be so regarded. But, in continuation, since there are with
us .all, s.tat~s ?f ~iscriInination, there are also truths by means of
which discrlminations are made, and these are represented by the
paddle; and thinking about this in the general \vay indicated, an
illustration. of spiritual discrimination is found in the greatly im
proved sanitary arrangements made in all our large cities and towns
within the last fifty years; and this alone will show us the great
importance of a just discrimination in our spiritual life, and how we
must be continually using this faculty, if we would become pure in
heart and pure in life. And, of course, it is almost needless to add
that all falsity and evil must be removed and covered up, so that
th~y nlay no. lon~er trouble us, or defile ou.r heavenly camp, in the
nll~st of which IS ~he Lord God our Saviour Who is purity and
holiness ; and yet Who condescends to dwell with us, and to remove
our spiritual enemies in order that we may be purified and sanctified
for ever. I t .is not in vain therefore, that any law of Moses, how
ev~~ st~ange It m~y outwardl~ appear to us, has been given for our
edification. And If we are \VISe, we shall utilize them everyone, as
t~ley. ar<: now Ito be understood and applied in their spiritual
signification,

And we have now to review and reflect upon the last section, and
note the meaning and force of its several spiritual laws. And the
first relates to the management of the natural man when he has
been deliver~d. from the tyranny of selfishness to serve, in an orderly
\vay, the spiritual man. In the first place, he is now free so far
as he is submissive to the spiritual man. He can choose his own
dwelling; and it is in one of the gates, this natural man because it
is still natu~al, ~n.d its f~nctions are natural. ~or regen~ration does
not make It spiritual, In the sense of removing it from its own
degree or its O\VI1 plane. And it is worth while to remember this
since so nla~y persons imagine that when they go to heaven the
~atural ma~ IS no more, But the government of the spiritual man.
111 heaven IS the government of love, because there is no other
government there, and so no oppression. But the next law shows'
how this is possible; for in heaven, there can be no falsifying of
th~ truth, and no corruption of man's good affections, the reason
bCI~g th?t the. heavenly ma~riage is accomplished since there is full
conjunction with the Lord In every respect. And \VC observe next
that therefore .there ca~ be no. mistake by substituting falsified
truth for truth In worship, or evil for good. And then, we advance
~nothe~ step. There was a time, indeed, when we considered it
impossible to do good without any wish for reward, and the struggle
has bee~ long- bet~\'een selfishness and true charity. But now, we
have gaIned the victory ; and therefore, the very idea of working
!o~ re\var~l, or of ~lailning merit is far from us. And how grand
It IS to think that, In heaven, conjunction with the Lord is so strong
~lnd permanent that there can be no performance of uses frorn self
Interest. However, we must notice the qualification; for it is im
portant that we should. Do not let us think that, when we are
angels, we shall exact usury, or claim interest for services, from
those \vh<? ar~ not angels, or from the wicked ; for the very spirit of
true charity IS. opposed to such conduct. But the meaning is, that
when b~ our Influence, \\'e. cannot get others to do good from the
love of It, we may yet so Influence them that they will at least do
go.ad. for the sake of gain, or avoid evil for the same reason. And
this IS bett;r tI:an doing evil; while moreover those we thus influ
ence may, In this \vay, be led out of evil, and become regenerated.

And further, verse 21-23, show that the perfect man exercises per
fect freedom and rationality in his heavenly state; nor is he required
to perform any uses, for which by regeneration, he is not fitted.
And this is the force of ver. 22, in regard to him, at the same time
that there may be some things about which he mav have to think
deeply before deciding to act. And thus the life of the angels is not
a monotony, bu.t a delightful and agreeable variety of feeling,
thought, and ac.tlon according to the particular genius and function
~f each. In this world we really cannot always be ourselves, but
In heaven we shall never need to be anything but ourselves. And
lastly, with regard to the internal sense of the last t\VO verses, it
confirms what has just been said, the first referring to the internal
man, and the second to the external. And the application is not
only ~o the spiritual Inan during regeneration but also to the perfect
!Uan In heav~n. And another truth. involv~d here concerning him,
IS. that he \v~ll not so act as to claim to himself or .appropriate to
himself the hfe that properly belongs to another, while yet the life
of 0I?e person may be wonderfully helpful to the life of another;
a~d Indeed the!1ce he .may ?erive both internal and external good,
WIthout at all interfering with the proper life and freedom of that
oth~r; and sirni1~rly he may communicate his own good to others,
while yet they \\'111 not encroach upon his own functions. How very
complete and happy, therefore, will be all heavenly associations!
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SU1\I1tfARY OF THE SPIRITUAL SENSE

THE CONTENTS OF EACH VERSE

CHAP'T'ER XXIV

I. Concerning the heavenly marriage, and thus concerning the
conjunction of the external man with the internal, and that it involves
the separation of all evil and impurity in the natural man suc
cessively, verso 1-5.

2. No one is to be deprived of the means of promoting his spiritual
life ;' the spiritual man may not ascribe to himself the good and truth
of the church; he must be carefully on his guard lest he profane
the truth; in communicating truths to another, he must leave him
free to adapt them to his state as to good; and he must not con
demn those who in the beginning of regeneration do good for the
sake of reward, verso 6-15.

3. Everyone is to be condemned only on account of his own aver
sion from good; and therefore those who are in truth but not yet
in good; those who are in truth, and desire good; and those who are
in good and desire truth, are neither to be condemned nor deprived
of the little truth they have; for all need redemption, verso 16-18.

4. And lastly those who have realized good in its different degrees,
will no longer act from selfish love, but will act from heavenly love
towards all who are preparing to receive good, verso 19-22.

5. So that, in this new state
of the heavenly marriage in
himself, all temptation ceases;
he no longer performs uses,
from compulsion or from
selfish motives ; he has realized
the eternal state of the hea
venly life; and thus the in
ternal man fills the external
man also with heavenly joy
and delight.

4. And, in this case, it will
not be lawful for him again to
conjoin himself with his
natural man, as to his love of
knowledge, or as to the most
intense impurity of the merely
natural affections, because
that would be contrary to Di
vine Good, and therefore his
natural man must not remain
in its state of impurity, but
must now become harmonious
with the spiritual man through
the conjunction of good with
truth from the Lord;

3. And if the spiritual man
then perceives, even more
clearly, the intense impurity
and opposition of his natural
111an, he will again confirm
himself', in his affection for
truth, against that state of
impurity and opposition wi th
greater po\\"er, and will separ
ate it Irorn his state as to
good, or in other words, he
will cease to act from the
affection of truth merely, and
will realize the state of good.

6. No one, for the sake of
protecting his own spiritual
life, is allowed to take away
from another the means of
preparing good and truth for
practical use; for thereby he
takes a\vay the spiritual life of
his brother.

6. No man shall take the
mill or the upper millstone
to pledge: for he taketh a
ntan's iife to pledge.

s. \Vhen a man taketh a
new wife, he shall not go
out in the host, neither shall
he be charged with any
business: he shall be free
at home one year, and shall
cheer his wife which he hath
taken.

4. Her former husband,
which sent her a\vay, may
not take her again to be his
wife, after that she is de
filed; for that is abomina
tion before the fJORD: and
thou shalt not cause the land
to sin, which the LORD thy
God giveth thee for an
inheritance.

3. And if the latter hus
band hate her, and write her
a bill of divorcement, and
give it in her hand, and send
her out of his house; or if
the latter husband die,
which took her to be his
wife;

2. And when the natural
man, as to its impurity, is
thus separated, it can be again
conjoined to the spiritual man,
as to his affection for truth.

I. When the spiritual man,
as to his love of knowledge,
conjoins the natural man to
himself, then it will happen,
if, through this love, he dis
covers the impurity and want
of innocence there, that this
impure natural affection must
be opposed by confirming him
self in his love of knowledge
against it with power, and by
separating it from his state as
to good.

2. And when she is de
parted out of his house, she
J11ay go and be another
man's wife.

I. When a man taketh a
wife, and marrieth her, then
it shall be, if she find no
favour in his eyes, because
he hath found some un
seemly thing in her, that he
shall write her a bill of
divorcement, and give it in
her hand, and send her out
of his house.

334
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. 7. If a man be found
stealing any of his brethren
of the children of Israel, and
he deal with him as a: slave,
or sell him; then that thief
shall die: so shalt thou put
a\vay the evil from the midst
of thee.

8. 'fake heed in the
plague of leprosy, that thou
observe diligently, and do
according to all that the
priests the Levi tes shall
teach you : as I commanded
them, so ye shall observe to
do.

9. Remember what the
LORD thy God did unto
Miriam, by the \vay as ye
came forth out of Egypt.

10. When thou dost lend
thy neighbour any manner
of loan, thou shalt not go
into his house to fetch his
pledge.

I I. Thou shalt stand
without, and the man to
whom thou dost lend shall
bring forth the pledge with
out unto thee.

12. And if he be a poor
man, thou shalt not sleep
with his pledge:

7. \Vhen anyone in the
church claims to himself the
good and tru th thereof,
making use of them for
selfish and worldly purposes,
or alienating them, then he
will deprive himself of spirit..
ual life; or he must reject
such evil state, so that his
internal good may become ex .. '
ternal also.

8. It is the duty of the
spiritual man to be carefully
on his guard against the pro..
fanation of truth; and in the
removal of such profanation,
he must act to the utmost of
his power according to the
pure principles of love and
charity, because these are
from the Divine Truth; and
only by obedience thereto, can
man escape from the evil of
profaning.

g. And it is to be rernern
bere~ th.at whenever the good
of faith IS corrupted by admix
ture with selfish motives pro
fanation is the result, and
takes place while man is pass
ing from a state of selfishness
to a state of charity.

10. When truths are com
municated to another, it shall
not be done by unduly per..
suading or compelling him to
accept such truths;

I I. But on the contrary,
care must be taken to leave
him at liberty, so that he may
freely receive and adapt those
truths to his own good.

12. And if he be one in ob
scurity as to truths and their
recipients; or if he receives
truths misled by the fallacies

13. Thou shalt surely
restore to him the pledge
when the sun goeth down,
that he may sleep in his
garment, and bless thee:
and it shall be righteousness
unto thee before the LORD
thy God.

14. Thou shalt not op
press an hired servant that
is poor and needy, whether
he be of thy brethren, or of
thy strangers that are in thy
land within thy gates:

15- In his day thou shalt
give him his hire, neither
shall the sun go down upon
it; for he is poor, and set
teth his heart upon it: lest
he cry against thee unto the
LORD, and it be sin unto
thee.

16. The fathers shall not
be put to death for the
children, neither shall the
children be put to death for
the fathers: ever}" man shall

z
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of the senses, and by reason
ings, so that his confidence in
his own truths is shaken, he
nlay not be left in this uncer
tain state, which is merely
natural;

13. But he must be allowed
to form his conception of the
truth according to his own
state as to good, that thus he
may rest in his own truths,
at the same time having con
junction by charity with him
who communicates truths from
charity, and thus he who com
municates truths will be con
scious of acting justly accord
ing to the principle of charity
and faith conjoined.

14. I t is not lawful for the
spiritual man to condemn
those, who, in the beginning
of regeneration, do good for
the sake of reward, in their
ignorance of truth and need
of instruction, whether thev
be members of the church, or
persons in the course of pre
paring for such membership
in merely external worship.

15- According to their
state, so shall such persons
be treated, lest they should
be hindered from the reception
of charity; and although they
seek reward through ignor
ance of truth, they may yet be
inwardly in good; for other
wise their spiritual life would
suffer injury, and the man of
the internal church would be
wanting in charity.

16. Those who are in charity
moreover , are not to 'be con
demned because the persons
fail to receive charity and
conjoin it with faith; neither
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I{EFERE~CES AKD !\OTES

I ..A man taking a wife and marrying her, denotes that the
spiritual man, as to his love of knowledge, conjoins the natural man
to himself, because a man, in this case, denotes truth, and a woman
good, 915, 155, and marriage denotes the conjunction of truth with
good, 2-l66, but it is said" the spiritual man as to his love of know
ledge, because the series is considered as proceeding from external
states to internal states, and the love of knowledge is the first means
of the conjunction of the natural degree with the spiritual in
regeneration, 1461; the woman finding no favour in his eyes because
he hath found some unseemly thing in her, denotes the discovery of
the impurity and want of innocence in the Natural, and aversion as
the consequence, because finding no favour, or no grace, in his eyes,
evidently denotes the aversion of the love of knowledge, 598, 2403,
and an unseemly thing, denotes impurity and want of innocence,
9960, SOiS; writing her a bill of divorcement and giving it into her
hand, denotes opposition to the impure natural affection, by con
firmation, from his love of knowledge, against it with po\ver, because
to be w ritten in a book denotes to be impressed on the life, and thus
confirmation. 2256, divorcement clearly denotes separation, and op
position, 2i40' and the hand denotes power. SiS; and sending her out
of his house denotes separntion Irom a state of good, 2233.
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22. For he remembers that
he had been in the slavery of
sin, and therefore he is im
pelled to obey the Lord from
love.

2 I. And lastly in every
realiza tion of the good of
charity, he no longer acts
from selfish love, but again,
is desirous to instruct those
who need instruction; to help
"those who are in truth and
desire good; and to minister
to those who are in good and
desire truth.

acts f rorn selfish love, but is
desirous to instruct those who
require instruction; to help
those who are in truth and
desire good, and to minister
to those who are in good and
desire truth.

22. And thou shalt re
member that thou wast a
bondman in the land of
Egypt: therefore I com
mand thee to do this thing.

21. \ Vhen thou gatherest
the grapes of thy vineyard,
thou shalt not glean it after
thee, it shall be for the
stranger, for the fatherless,
and for the widow,

stranger, for the fatherless,
and for the widow.

19. In every state of the
realization of the good of
truth, the spiritual man ought,
when truth from good is
abundant, orderly, and pro
mising, no longer to act from
selfish love, but be desirous
to instruct those who require
instruction; to help those who
are in truth and desire good;
and to minister to those who
are in good and desire truth;
for thus the conjunction of
good and truth with him is
intensified by every action
from the principle of good.

18. For the spiritual man
must remember that he also
has been a slave to the natura!
man, and that he ,vas re
deemed by the Lord; and
hence he ought to be obedient
to the laws of charity.

20. Also in every realiza
tion of the good of celestial
love, according to his degree,
the spiritual man no longer

Ii. Neither are those who
are under instruction, and not
yet in good while yet they
desire to be so, to be con
demned; nor arc those who
are in truths and are yet de
ficient in good, while yet
earnestly desiring it, to be
condemned; nor are those who
are in good to be deprived of
the little truth they have.

are they to be condemned who
through instruction have con
joined charity with faith, be
cause their teachers have been
void of charity; for everyone
who is not in charity, is re
jected on account of his own
aversion therefrom.

18. But thou shalt re
member that thou wast a
bondman in Egypt, and the
IJoRD thy God redeemed
thee thence : therefore I
command thee to do this
thing.

19. "Then thou reapest
thine harvest in thy field,
and hast forgot a sheaf in
the field, thou shalt not go
again to fetch it: it shall be
for the stranger, for the
fatherless, an-d for the
widow : that the LORD thy
God may bless thee in ail
the work of thine hands.

20. When thou beatest
thine olive tree, thou shalt
not go over the boughs
again: ,it shall be for the

17. Thou shal t not wrest
the judgenlent of the
stranger, nor of the father
less; nor take the widow's
raiment to pledge:

be put to death for his own
sin.
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2. \Vh~n she is departed out of his house going to be another
!l1tll1 's wife , dcnote~that when the natural man, as to its impurity,
IS thus ~eparate?, It can be again conjoined to the spiritual man,
a~ t.o.. hIS afTect!on for truth, because departing out of his house
signifies separation from the fanner state of good, which was the
l~)ve of. kno\vledg.e~ and being another rnans wife denotes conjunc
tion :vlth the splnt!Jal 111an by SOIne other principle, which is the
affection of truth, since this, in the course of regeneration, succeeds
the love of knowing' merely, ver. I, 1495.

3· The la~t:r h~s?and hating her and writing her a bill of divorce
merit and gl~lng It 1t~t? her hands and sending her out of his house;
?enotcs !hat 1~ the spiritual I.nfln then perceives even more clearly, the
Intense Ullpunty ~nd ?PPOSltI0!1 of his natural rnan, he will again
~onfin? himself I~. his ~ffectlon for truth, against that state of
l!,!lpunty and opposttion with greater power, and will separate it from
his state as .to g?od, ver. 1; and the latt~r husband dying which took
her to be Ius WIfe, denotes that the spiritual man will cease to act
fr~(n the affection of truth, and will realize the state of good, since
this succeeds the state of the affection of truth, ver, I, 1495, 3326.

.4· If er former husband not being allowed to take her again to be
hIS wife after that. she is defiled, denotes that, in this case, it will
not be l~,vful for hun again to conjoin himself with his natural man
as to his love of kn~:)\vledge, or as to the intense impurity of his
merely natural affections, ver. I, 9960, 9274; being an abomination
b,efore the Lord, denotes that such a state is contrary to Divine
Good, 7454-6; not causing the land to sin, denotes that- the natural
~1an. must not remain in i!s state of impurity, 3705, 5076; and
wh~ch the Lord thy God giveth thee for an inheritance," denotes

that It must now become harmonious with the spiritual man through
the con junction of good with truth from the Lord, 8899, 200 I, 2658.

$. \\:h(,t~ a 111an taket!l a new wife, not going out in the host,
neither beIng charged with any business, denotes that in this new
state of tl~e. heavenly marriage in himself all temptation ceases,
and the splrltl~al man no longer performs uses from compulsion, or
f~)r selfish motJ.ves, because taking a new wife signifies the conjunc
tl<;n of truth. with good, and thus the conjunction of what is internal
with what IS external, or of the Spiritual with the Natural 9 15
J~?, 2466, not going out. in the host, ~enotes that .all temp'tatio~
C<-.lSCS, 1664, and not being charged with any business, Signifies
that. uses are no longer. performed from compulsion or from selfish
n~ott~~s, 8~90-1; and being- free at horne one year, a!1d cheering up
hIS \\ ife that he hath taken, denotes that he has realized the eternal
state of the he~venly life, and that thus the internal man fills the
f>:ternal also with heavenly joy and delight, 892, 223. 2906, 44348 ,

4.)72 •

6. No man taldn~ the mill or the upper mjllstone to pledge : for
he taketh. a Il1;~n 's Ii fe to pledge. denotes that no one, for the ~ake
~f protecting his 0\\"11 spiritual life, is allowed to take 3\\"ny from
another the means of preparmrr g-ood and truth for practical use; for
thereby he takes a \vay the spiritual life of his brother, 4335 0&, 92 133 •

,. A man four~d stealing any of his brethren the children of Israel,
denotes anyone In the church who claims to himself the good and
truth thereat, ISH, 8906, 3303, 3654; deating with him 3S a slave,

denotes making use of them for selfish and worldly purposes, 6666;
selling him denotes alienation, 4758; the thief dying, denotes the loss
of spiritual life, 5605; and putting away evil from the midst of thee,
denotes the rejection of such evil state so that his internal good may
become external also, 4544, 4839, 200, 3654.

8. To take heed, evidently denotes that the spiritual man should
be on his guard; the plague of leprosy, denotes the profanation of
truth, 6g63; observing diligently, and doing according to all that the
priests the Levites shall teach you, denotes to act to the utmost
of his power according to the pure principles of love and charity,
because these are from the Divine Truth, 3382, 5755, 1728, 3877.
7007; and "as I commanded them, so shall ye observe to do,"
denotes that only by obedience thereto can man escape from the evil
of profaning, 70 10 , 5486, 3382, 5755.

9. Remembering denotes to have perpetually in the thought, 8884;
and what the Lord thy God did to Miriam, by the way, as ye carne
forth out of Egypt, denotes that whenever the good of faith is cor
rupted by admixture v..ith selfish motives, profanation is the result
and takes place while man is passing from a state of selfishness to
a state of charity, 2001, 2618, 8337, 3123, 8866, Num. xii. 1-16.

10. \Vhen thou dost lend thv neighbour any manner of loan, not
going into his house to fetch -his pledge, denotes that when truths
are communicated to another, it shall not be done by unduly per
suading, or compelling him to accept such truths, 92134.

I I. Standing without, and the man to whom thou shalt lend bring
ing forth the pledge unto thee, denotes that Care must be taken to
leave him at liberty so that he may freely receive and adapt those
truths to his own good, 921,35.

12. If he be a poor man, not sleeping- with his pledge, denotes that
if he be one in obscurity as to truths, and their recipients, or if he
receives truths misled by the fallacies of the senses, and by reason
ings, so that his confidence in his own truths is shaken, he may
not be left in this uncertain state, which is merely natural, 92°9,
9216.

13. Surely restoring to him his pledge when the sun goeth down,
that he may sleep in his garment and bless thee, denotes that he
must be allowed to form his conception of the truth according to
his own state as to good, that thus he may rest in his own truths,
at the same time having conjunction by charity with him who
communicates truths from charity, 92 J 2-9216; and it being- righteous
ness unto thee before the Lord thy God, denotes that thus he who
communicates truths, will be conscious of acting justly, according
to the principle of charity and faith conjoined, 1813, 2001.

14. Not oppressing a hired servant that is poor and needy, whether
he be of thy brethren, or of thy strangers that are in thy land within
thy gates, denotes that it is not Iawful for the spiritual I11an to
condemn those who, in the bf'ginning of regeneration, do good for
the sake of reward in their ignorance of truth and need of instruction,
whether they be members of the church, or persons in the course
of preparing for such membership in merely external worship, 9196,
80024 , 9209, 1222, 1463, 3705, 2324.
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15. In his day, giving him his hire, neither the sun going down
upon it, denotes that, according to their state, so shall such persons
be treated, lest they should be hindered from the reception of charity,
487, 8002", <)213 ; his being poor and setting his heart upon it, denotes
that althoug!l they s~\('k reward through ignorance of truth, they
1l1ay yet be inwardly 111 good, 92°9, 7272; and" lest he cry against
thee unto the Lord, and it be sin unto thee," denotes that, other
wise, their spiritual life would suffer injury, and the man of the
internal church would be wanting in charity, 375, 365~, 2001, 50 76.

16. The fathers not being put to death for the children, neither
tl!e children for the fathers; and every man being put to death for.
his own sin, denotes that those who are in charity, are not to be
condemned, because the persons \\'hOI11 they have instructed, fail to
receive charity, and conjoin it with faith; neither are they to be
cO!ldeIllned, who, through instruction, have conjoined charity with
faith, because their teachers have been void of charitv : for everyone
who is not in charity, is rejected on account of his' own aversion
therefrom, 8876, 56°5.

17. Not \\'rt\sting the judgment of the stranger, nor of the father
less, nor taking the widows raiment to pledge, denotes that those
who are under instruction and not yet in good, are not to be coo
dernned, since they desire to be so; neither are those who are in
!ruths and are yet deficien~ in good while yet they earnestly desire
It; nor are those who are In good to be deprived of the little truth
they have, 9198, 2258, 9212.

18. Rcmember ing that thou wast a bondman in Egypt, and the
Lord thy God redeemed thee thence; and that therefore thou art
commanded to do this thing, denotes that the spiritual man must
remember that he also has been a slave to the natural man, and that
he was redeemed by the Lord; and that hence he ought to be obedient
to the 1<1\\"5 of charity, 8884, 8866, 2001, 5486, 5755, 5075.

19. \Vhen tl1C~U reap(:st the harv.est in thy field, and hast forgot
a sheaf, not gOing agam to fetch It, denotes that in every state of
the realization of the good of truth, the spiritual man ought, when
truth from g?od is abund~lnt, orderly, and promising, no longer to
act from selfish love, 10,669, 5295, 5170, 92952, 2454; it being for
the stranger, the fatherless. and the widow, denotes instruction for
those who require it, and help for those who are in truth and desire
good, arid also for .. those \\'.ho are in good and desire truth, 9I98;
and the Lord thy God bleSSIng thee in all the work of thine hands,
denotes that thus the conjunction of good and truth with him is
intensified by every action from the principle of good 2001 3514878."' , , ,

2(? 'Vhel~ thO~l ben test thine olive trr-e , not going over the boughs
:1galn, but It being for the stranger, the fatherless, and the widow,
denotes that in every realization of the good of celestial love, accord
il1~ to his df'grcp, the spiritual man 110 longer acts from selfish
love, but is dcsi\ous to instruct those who require instruction, to help
those who arc In truth and desire good, and to minister to those
who are in good and desire truth, 9 139"'. 2454, 9198.

2 I. When thou gatherest the ~rapes of thY vine\"ard not gleanio~

it after thee, but it being for the stranger: for the f~therless, and

for the widow, denotes that in everv realization of the good of
charity, he no longer <lets from selfish love, but again is desirous
to instruct tl~ose who need ins.tr~ction, to help those who are in
truth and desire good, and to munster to those who are in good and
desire truth, 9 139, 2454, 9 198.

22. U And thou shalt remember that thou wast a bondman in
Egypt; therefore I command thee to do this thing," denotes that he
remembers that he had been in the slavery of sin and therefore he
is impelled to obey the Lord from love: S884, '8866, 2001, 5486,
5755, 5°75·

I t has. bec.11 sho\\"~ more than once .in these expositions that
rcgeneratron IS a continual heavenly rnarrrage ; and the first section
of ~his ~hapter illustrat~s this. I t also shows that, these spiritual
conjunctions are successive; and finallv that they culminate in an
eternal ~tate, of conjunction with the"' Lord; of -'the conjunction of
truth with good or of the understanding with the will : and can..
s~quently, of the ~xterna! man. with the inte~nal. But the par
ticulars ~re very Interesting, SInce they explain exactly how the
~e~eneratlon of man pr.ocee~s, namely that the spiritual man is con
JOIned, or rather, c~nJolns himself, with the natural by means of the
love of knowledge In the first place, bv means of the love of truth
in the second place, and by means of "'the love of good in the third
place; and that th:n .the process is completed, and the eternal state
IS rea~hed. And It IS. to be carefully noted that this is exactly
according t~ the. expenence of those who are regenerated, is really
\~"hat the \\ ord It.self te~ches; and is not a piece of mere irnagina
tion, or ?f mere mgenuity on the part of the Lord's servant, who
was appointed by Him to unfold the internal sense, or of the teachers
who have the privilege .of following in his footsteps.

But we ~ave to notice now that, in the course of regeneration,
there are dlvo~cenlents, and. yet that when the work is completed,
there are no. divorcements. • Why ? Because so long as the process
lasts, there IS some hardness of heart, but that when it is ended
there !s none (Matt, x ix, 8): And indeed we may all be very sorry
for this hardness of heart In ourselves, while Yet we rejoice in its
removal by the Lord. For this wonderful removal is not the least of
the marvellous things that happen to us in our life's journey.
HO\\'e~"er, \\'C see .the reason for these divorcements also from the
foregoJr_lg explana!lon; but while "'e. do this, \\"~ are not to fancy
that b~ regeneration. we do n.ot retain the genuine love of know
!edge, an.d the genuIne affection for the truth, because these are
I~volved In, ~ur .10\:e of good as it is Inan.ifested in the regenerated
Natura~, \\ hile It IS the selfishness that IS removed and 111Ust not
be again a l!leanS of contarninat ion. Observe therefore, that the
love of truth IS les~ selfish than the love of knowledge, and also that
the love of g~od IS not selfish at all. 'That is to say, these three
Iorrns of love In the natural de~r('e an' in fact different forms of the
love of knowledge, .But who is the other man, whose wife this love
bl\~'~nles under. a different Iorm ? And the reply is that it is the
spiritual man In a new Iorrn , For not only is the natural man
changed by rt"gpneration, but the spiritual man also, because in the
first state of tllarriage the spiritual man is contaminated with
selfishness as ,v~1l as the natural, and in fact, before regeneration,
the whole 111~n IS selfish, as far as his own consciousness is con
cerned, that. IS correspondentiallv, from the sole of the foot to th»
head, the.re IS no .soundness in hiln (Is. i. 6). 'rhus \\'e see different
persons In the ltteral sense, denote different states in the s:J.me



person in the spiritual sense; and this must not be forgotten. We
notice .now , however, the immense importance of the spiritual
teaching in ver, 4, and pass on to reflect a moment upon the final
marrlage described in the last verse of the section. For when that
takes place in us, there will be no more warfare ; there will be no
more selfishness; and there w ill be eternal conjunction with the
Lord; the eternal conjunction of good with truth in the individual;
the same conjunction of the internal man with the external; and
as the result of all these in the individual, the same conjunction
of heavenly married partners, the husband properly representing the
internal, which rejoices in tensely in conjoining the external with
itself, and the wife being the external, which rejoices intensely in .
being thus conjoined, this being the Divine, the spiritual, and the
spiritual-natural truth involved in the expression, U shall cheer his
wife which he hath taken"; and the perfectly free, and therefore
perfectly delightful eternal state of heavenly bliss and peace, being
signified by being free at home one year. And let us observe finally,
that it is not possible to conceive or to imagine, in our present
imperfect state, the ever increasing eternal happiness involved in
this heavenly marriage as viewed from all the points named taken
together, and resulting not only in the perfect conjunction of two
souls, but also in perfect heavenly associations for the performance
of uses, and the mutual enjoyment of heavenly delights in every
other respect. For who can think of becoming a specific form of the
genuine love of use, which is at the same time surrounded with
uncongenial forms of other uses?

But in order to prepare ourselves for such a state of perfection, we
must, as spiritual men, avoid all the evils and errors indicated in the
remaining sections of this chapter. Let us therefore briefly consider
them. I t is evident, to begin with, that no one, in taking due
care of his own spiritual life, ought to deprive others of the means
of doing the same, For the soul requires proper nourishment as well
as the body; and, moreover what nourished the soul in heaven also
nourishes the spiritual body; nor does any person in the heavenly
state desire to violate this first prohibition. Again, a member of
the Spiritual Church may not claim as his own, or alienate from its
legitiInate use the good or truth thereof, because these are from the
Lord; and he who thus abuses them, will thereby inevitably separate
himself from the Lord and thus sutTer spiritual death; but if he
rejects these evil tendencies, he wil! preserve his spiritual life. And
if we examine ourselves, we shall discover these inclinations in our
selves, and being enlightened and aided by the Lord, shall refuse
to gratify them. But now, there is a third evil tendency in the
spiritual man which, in a certain respect is worse than the other
two. He tnay profane the truth. However, there are so manv
degrees and kinds of profanation, which nre described in the \Vonf,
as we have seen in our former studies, that we only have to remember
them, and the laws enacted concerning thorn, in order to be on our
~uard against this sin. And indeed, as well as the case of ~firiarn

as recorded in Nurn. xii, \VC may reflect on that of Gehazi as it is
related in 2 I{ings V. 20-27; consider the two different forms of
profanation here set before us; and also note the merely natural
tendency in our own minds to profane through the love of dominion
in spiritual things on the one hand, and through sordid avarice on
the other. For here we must remember that it is good for us to
he aware of the spiritual enemies that we have to overcome, and
to notice how much better it is to reject and abhor an evil feeling
or an evil thought in ourselves than to have to repent of it after it

has become an evil action or an evil word, since we are not really
guilty because we have bad feelings and thoughts, but only become
so when we indulge them, or act in any way according to them,

However, we have t\VO more cases in our section yet to consider
a little; and they are interesting. And these are also of a different
character, since they relate to certain good things to be done, more
than to evils to be avoided. Also it must be observed, that the first
case has reference to the cornrnunication of truths in such a way as
to do good, and that the/second has reference to the doing of good
by not condemning another when he acts in ignorance of truth. And
with regard to the communication of truths, we see from the formal
statement of it in series according to the correspondences, how
really wise the teaching of the spiritual sense is. And we may
properly compare such wise action, with the conduct of those who,
in corrupt states of the church in former times, sought to compel
others to accept what they conceived to be the truths of Christianity,
even by causing them to suffer severe penalties, or to perish in the
flames enkindled by a cruel and relentless bigotry. But happily
the day is past for such practices to be again adopted among
Christians. For the New Age is commenced in which true charity
shall flourish, and in which a true understanding of the Word will
lead to the communication of truth exactly according to the needs
and to the genius of those who require it. And with regard to the
last case which is the doing of good, experience shows that it is very
often better to leave men in states of ignorance as to truths, than
to injure the spiritual life by disturbing the external states as to good
in which they are; and besides, the various' forms of religion which
exist in the world, some of which have continued for ages and ages
notwithstanding their falsity, show clearly that the purer forms of
Divine Truth, would be incomprehensible to persons in certain
states as to affection or good, and also that the main object in
religion is the reception of good from the Lord-by means of truths,
or appearances of truth, or even of falsities supposed to be truths
accommodated to the state, and taking the form of charity, or love
to the neighbour.

Corning to the third section, we at once notice the difference
between this law and what is stated in Exod. xx. 5-6, Deut. v. 9- 10 ,

which clearly has relation to the hereditary transmission of evil
in its literal sense, and the prolification of evil or its continual in ...
crease, with the wicked, in the spiritual sense; whereas what is here
taught is, in the literal sense. that fathers shall not be punished
or sutTer for the wickedness of their children, nor the children for
the wickedness of their parents, and in the spiritual sense, that those
who are in charity are not to be condemned because the persons
whom they have instructed fail to receive charity and conjoin it
with !heir faith; nor are they to be condemned, who, through in
structron have conjoined charity with faith, because their teachers
have been void of charitv. And therefore it follows also in the
literal sense, that every man shall be put to death or suffer for his
own sin, and in the spiritual sense, that everyone who is not in
charity is rejected on account of his own aversion therefrom. Now
this is a verr important distinction, and it ought to be well under...
stood. For. It 5110\\'5 that no accumulation of hereditary evil, how
ever great It may be, can deprive man of his free-determination, or
of his freedom of choice between good and evil. And the reason
of this is, because the Lord has always provided that the equilibrium
between good and evil by virtue of which man has this freedom
shall never be destroyed; and because, when it was in danger of
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SU1\I~IARY OF THE SPIRITCAL SE~SE

THE CO~TE~TS OF EACII VERSE

1. JudgBlen~ ~et\\'een truth .and fa!sity Ill,!st be according- to Divine
Truth from Divine Good; evil and Its punishment 111USt be in exact
proportion; and the natural man must be left free to appropriate
good in the course of regeneration, verso 1-4.

2. Concerning the preservation and continuation of the church in
its decl!n.e, when ch.arity becomes extinct, vers. 5-10.

3. DIVIne laws with regard to controversy concerning truths which
are of great practical importance, verso 11-16.

4. That man in the process of regeneration does well to reflect
upon h~s .Fast evil states; and that, although, in the heavenly state,
the actrvity of Ialsitv fro..m interior evil, with its influx, is entirelv
e.xtinguished, yet it is not entirely forgotten, because everyone con
tmues to acknowledge that .of himself, he is nothing but evil, and
that he receives all good from the Lord continually, verso 17- 19.

I. "·hen, with the man of
the. church, any matter con
cerning- life or doctrine comes
into dispute, and it is neces
sary to decide, then the de
cision must he according to
truth derived from good,
which alone shows the distinc
tion between right and wrong.

3. So that the effects of evil
are in fulness but are not ex
cessive; for if they should be
excessive, and proceed from

c. And it must happen, in
the case of those who are in
error or in evil, that they are
humiliated, and suffer the con
sequ~n~es of evil, in the light
of DIVIne Truth, according to
the quality of their sin;

I .. If there be a oontro
versy between men, and
they come unto judgement,
and the judges judge them;
t~en they shall justify the
r ighteous, and condemn the
wicked :

3· Forty stripes he may
give him, he shall not ex
ceed: lest, if he should ex
ceed, and beat him above
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2. Arid it shall be, if the
wicked man be wort h v to he
beaten, that the judge shall
cause him to lie down , and
to be beaten before his face,
according to his wickedness,
by number.

being destroyed through the accumulation of evil, He came into
the world and redeemed the hUI11an race, by overcornirig the power
of evil; by preserving the equi librium ; and by providing, in His
glorified II urnan , the means by which it can never be destroyed,
whatever may be the accumulation of evil, 62Si. But the rest of this
section goes on to show appropriately, in the internal sense, that
the general redemption of mankind by the Lord in His HUI11an
involves the redemption in particular of every individual desiring to
be redeemed from the actual po\\'cr of evil; for by the stranger, or
sojourner, are denoted those who are under instruction; by the
orphans, or fatherless, are denoted those who are in truth, but are
~"et deficient in good; and by the widows are denoted those who are.
In good, and earnestly desire truths, the application, of course,
being to the Spiritual Church, 9198, ver. 17 teaching particularly,
that the church is wherever there is good, and that where there is
~ood there is always a little truth, denoted by the garment of the
w idow ; and moreover, that such persons are not to be deprived of
it. For the meaning is, that there is the conjunction of good with
truth in the Internal only but not, as vet, in the External. And
indeed the whole three tern1s we have just mentioned evidently
imply and involve a capacity for regeneration by being grounded in
good, this requiring to be carefully noted, 9200 end.

And now it is only necessary to say a few words in commenting
on the last section. It will have been observed that the terms
stranger and fa therless, and widow, are here three times mentioned
together, and since they all signify what relates to the external man,
or church, we see that the subject of the whole section is the opera
tion of the Internal upon the External, and further that, because
the harvest signifies the consummation of the age, or as it is said
the end of the world (Matt, xiii. 39), therefore these verses relate to
the Judgrnent of every individual after death, when the external man
bf'C0I11eS, by regeneration, the full recipient of the life of the
i~ternal. Also we note that this n1ust take place in a threefold \vay.
I-or first of all, we here see, the natural man becomes receptive of
the life of the internal, generally, by realizing the good that has
come by obedience ~o ~he truth, which is represented by forgetting
a sheaf; for corn Signifies the good of truth, 5295, and forgetting,
d.('notes the removal of selfishness, 5170, 3615, 4350, or the realiza
tion of good in the natural degree. But secondly the reason is,
bC'cause. there is now the immedia te in flux of celestial good, through
the H.atlo~lal into the Natural, 3616,. which is si~nified by the beating
of the olive tree, as the explanation previously given shows, and
a lso the med iare influx through the truth of the Rnt ionnl into the
!rutJ.l o.f. t lu- Natural, and .throug-h this into the ~nod therein, which
IS slglllfr('d hy t h« gath(lnng of the grapes of the vinevard. And
hence we S('(' w hy the order her-e is first the field, then the olive tree,
H!ld then the viIH'\yar~l, and not, as we might have expected, the
vincynrd before t}~e olive t:ee. But see also 3563, 35i3 for a more
complete explanation of th is mystery ; and note, in conclusion, that,
even when we are thus Blade perfect, by regeneration, we shall not
for~et that we were "bondtnen in Egypt," or spiritually, that, we
were redeemed by the Lord, as well as that of ourselves alone,
\:"e are nothing bu.t evil, 868. Such is the perfection of the descrip
tlOI1. of .regeneratlon, and in the supreme sense, of the Lord's
glonfica tion in the \Vord of the Lord.
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these with many stripes,
then thy brother should
seem vile unto thee.

4. 'Thou shalt not muzzle
the ox when he treadeth out
the corn.

5. If brethren dwell to
gether, and one of them die,
and have no son, the wife
of the dead shall not marry
without unto a stranger:
her husband's brother shall
go in unto her, and take her
to him to wife, and perform
the duty of an husband's
brother unto her.

6. And it shall be, that
the firstborn which she
beareth shall succeed in the
name of his brother which is
dead, that his name be not
blotted out of Israel.

7. Arid if the J11an like not
to take his brother's wife,
then his brother's wife shall
go up to the gate unto the
elders, and say, My hus
band's brother refuseth to
raise up unto his brother a
name in Israel, he will not
perform the duty of an hus
band's brother unto me.

8. Then the elders of his

any error of judgment, charity
would be violated.

4. But in the course of the
separation of falsity from
truth, or of evil from good,
the natural man must be left
free to appropriate good and
truth as of himself.

s. If, in the beginning of
the church, charity and faith
be conjoined, and yet after
wards charity becomes extinct,
and consequently there is no
genuine faith, the church
cannot be continued by the
conjunction of the affection
for good wi th what is false,
but it may be conjoined to
consanguineous good and
truth; which appears as if it
were genuine, that is charity
may be adopted as a principle
of life, and thus the church
may be continued on a lower
plane.

6. And, in this case, the
faith thence derived is appar
ently in the first place, instead
of chari ty , w h ich is for the
time being, extinct, in order
that genuine charity conjoined
with gcnuine faith nlay not
be lost from the church.

i. But if, with some, faith
be separated from the prin
ciple of charity, then the
church will become merely ex
ternal, although professing to
be still internal, because in
good from simple obedience;
and it will be perceived that
faith without charity is pre
dominant, and cannot preserve
the church in its integrity.

8. And yet the principle of

city shall call him, and
speak unto him: and if he
stand, arid say, I like not to
take her;

9. Then shall his brother's
wife come unto him in the
presence of the elders, and
loose his shoe from off his
foot, and spit in his face;
and she shall answer and
say, So shall it be done unto
the man that doth not build
up his brother's house.

10• And his name shall
be called in Israel, The
house of him that hath his
shoe loosed.

II. \\Then men strive
together one with another,
and the wife of the one
draweth near· for to deliver
her husband out of the hand
of him that smiteth him, and
putteth forth her hand, and
taketh him by the secrets:

12. Then thou shalt cut
off her hand, thine eve shall
have no pity. J

13· Thou shalt not have
in thy bag divers weights, a
great and a small.

'4. Thou shalt not have
in thine house divers

g-ood in that state, of simple
obedience, will perceive and
expose the error of faith with
out charity, in which, if the
man of the church persist,

9. Then shall the affection
of good and truth in the
church, from a principle of
obedience reject faith separ
ated from charity externally
and internally, and it will
clearly appear, indeed, that
those who are in faith without
charity, separate truth from
good in the natural man, and
corrupt g-ood in the spiritual
man.

10. And thus the quality of
the church with persons of this
character, will be that of good
in appearance and from pro
fession, but of the absence of
good in reality.

I I. \\Then there is a con
troversy in the church con
cerning truths, and the per
verted natural affection of one,
seeks for victory in argument
against his opponent. whose
reasons are stronger, by a
powerful appeal to sensual
love, which violates the in
ternal and external man,

12. Then sensual love shall
he deprived of all power, and
the evil shall rebound upon
him .who practises it, by ob
scuring his understanding.

13. For the spiritual man is
not allowed to estimate the
quality of good, from charity
on the one hand, and from sel
fishness on the other,

14· 1\or to judge of the
quality of truths on the one
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measures, a great and a
small.

IS. A perfect and just
weight shalt thou have; a
perfect and just measure
shalt thou have: that thy
days may be long upon the
land which the LORD thy
God giveth thee.

16. For all that do such
things, even all that do un
righteously, are an abomina
tion unto the LOHI) thy God.

17. Remember what Ama
lek did unto thee by the v;ay
as ye carne forth out of
Egypt;

18. How he met thee by
the ,,·ay, and smote the
hindmost of thee, all that
were feeble behind thee,
when thou wast faint and
\veary; and he feared not
God.

19. Therefore it shall be,
when the I-JoRD thy God
hath given thee rest from
all thine enemies round
about, in the land which the
IjORD thy God giveth thee
for an inheritance to possess
it, that thou shalt blot out
the remembrance of Amalek
from under heaven; thou
shalt not forget.

hand and falsifies on the other
by any appeal to merely ex
ternal things, or to the feel
ings alone;"

IS. But he must judge ac
cording to good and truth con- .
joined, both in regard to life
and doctrine; for thus only
can the heavenly state be
formed and established to
eternity.

16. And all who act con
trary to what is just and right,
or good and true, avert them
selves from the Lord.

17. Moreover the spiritual
man is conscious of and re
flects upon his former state,
when falsities from interior
evil assaulted him, after his
deliverance from the bondage
of the natural man.

18. How this falsity insidi
ously opposed his heavenward
progress by operating upon
his natural affections, in their
wealcness from temptation, as
to evil and falsity; and how
it was utterly opposed to
Divine Truth.

19. And on this account,
even in the heavenly state.
when all temptation has
ceased, and the external man
as well as the internal is in
the delight of good and truth,
the spiritual man is aware
that the falsity of interior evil.
is extinct with him, abiding
only in the menlory, and con
tributing to a state of true
humility.

I{EFEHE~CES A~D l\OTES

1. There being a controversy between man and 111an, and they
come unto judgment, and the judges judge them, denotes that when,
with the man of the church, any matter concerning life or doctrine
comes into dispute, and it is necessary to decide, 90 24, 429, 2258 ;
and the judges justifying the righteous and condemning the wicked,
denotes that the decision must be according to truth derived from
good, which alone shows the distinction between right and wrong,
2258, 92 63, 7 J 0 2 , 6765.

2. It being that, if the wicked man be worthv to be beaten, the
judge shall cause him to lie down, and to be beaten before his face,
according to his wickedness by number, denotes that it must happen,
in the case of those \\·110 arc in error or in evil, that they are
humiliated, and sutTer the consequences of evil, in the light of Divine
Truth, according to the quality of their sin, 4979, 6765, 2258, 6567,
358.

3. Forty stripes being g iven to him, without excess, lest, if he
were beaten with many stripes, his brother should seem vile unto
him, denotes that the effects of evil are in fulness, but are not
excessive; for if they should be excessive, and proceed from any
erro~ of judgment, charity would be violated, 943i, 967, 76432, 8214,
1857 , 2360.
. The connection between ~xceeding and the brother seeming vile
In ~onsequence, docs not quite appear upon the surface; but it ~ay

be Illustrated by the case of a father punishing his child, or by that
of a maste~ p~ni'ihing his disobedient pupils. So long as this is done
from a pnnclple of love <:tr g-ood, notwithstanding that it is the
o~ender \\"110 ~s r~ally the c~use of his ow n punishrne-nt , there is
evidently no vlolat.lon of chanty, but when the punishment is made
1~10re :evere. tha!1 It should t;e, on .ac~ount of t he :Hlg-~'r, :>r spirit of
\ engeance, In hun who punishes, It IS clear that chanty IS VIolated.
and the culprit is no long-er regarded Irom good, as a brother but
fron! evil, as being vile, or deg-raded, and thus as if he would only
do right from the fear of suffering, 696.

. 4. Not ruuzzlirur the ox which treadet h out the corn, denotes that,
In the course of the separation of Ialsitv from truth, or of evil from
good, the natural man must be k-It free to appropriate good and
truth, as of himself. because in this case being muzzled, or rendered
unable to eat, denotes non-appropriation, 218i; the ox denotes the
natural .J11aJ~, 218<:>; corn denotes natural g-ood, 5295; and treading
out, which .IS equivalent to the work of the threshing-floor. denotes
the separation of the chaIT Irorn the corn, and thus the separation
of falsity and evil, 10,019 on Luke x. 19, 653i, 36144.

5. U I f brethren dwell tog-ether, and one of them die, and have no
son, the \\·ife. of. the dead shan not J11arry without unto a strang-er,"
den?t~s that If, In the beg-inning- of the church, charity and faith be
conjoined, and yet, afterwards. charitv becomes extinct, and con
sequently t~ere i.s nO.fenuinp fai~h, the church cannot be continued
by the conjunction 0 the affection for good with what is false,
AJ835:! , 36i , 1293 , 494, 48g, 9'5, 2049 ; and "her husband's brother
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shall go in unto her, and take her to him to wife, and perform the
duty of a husband's brother unto her," denotes that it may be con
joined to consanguineous good and truth, which appears as if it were
genuine, that is, charity may be adopted as a principle of life, and
thus the church may be continued on a lower plane, 48353

•

6. It being- that the firstborn which she beareth shall succeed in
the name of his brother which is dead, that his name be not blotted
out of Israel, denotes that, in this case, the faith thence derived, is
apparently in the first place instead of charity, which is, for the
time being, extinct, in order that genuine charity, conjoined with
genuine faith, may not be quite lost from the church, 4835 3

, 332 5,
3()7, 494, 145, 10,5 0 5, 3654. -

7. "And if the man like not to take his brother's wife, then his
brother's wife shall go up to the gate unto the elders, and say, My
husband 's brother refuseth to raise up unto his brother a name in
Israel, he will not perform the duty of an husband's brother unto
me," denotes that, if, with some, faith be separated from the prin
ciple of charity, then the church will become merely external,
nlthough professing to be still internal, because in good from simple
obedience; and it will be perceived that faith without charity is pre
dorninant, and cannot preserve the church in its integrity, 9 15, 2324,
1543, 65 24-5, 402 , 1822, 48353 •

8. The elders of the city calling- him and speaking unto him,
denotes that the principle of good, in that state of simple obedience,
will perceive and expose the error of faith without charity, 6524-5,
402, 2951; and standing, and saying', I like not to take her, denotes
the error of faith without charity persisting, 3136, 1822, 48353.

o. His brother's wi fe coming unto him in the presence of the
elders, and loosing his shoe from off his foot, and spitting- in his
face; and answcrinjr and saying, So shall it be done unto the man
that doth not build up his brother's house, denotes that the affection
for g-ood and truth in the church, from a principle of obedience
rejects faith separated from charity externally and internally, and
that indeed it w il] clearlv appear, that those who are in faith without
charity separate truth from Rood in the natural man, and corrupt
ROod in the spiritual man, 4835., 915, 6524-5, 7864, 66~6, 4835-1, Lev.
X\·. 8, 4390 , 367

10. His name being called in Israel, The house of him that hath
his shoe loosed, denotes that thus the quality of the church with
persons of this character, will be that of good in appearance and
from profession, but of the absence of good in reality, 145, 2233~

7864, 48354
, 4839.

1 I. !\fe!1 s trlvirur tog-ether one with the other, denotes a con
troversy In the church concerning- truths, 6764; the wife of the one
drawinjr near to deliver her husband out of the hand of him that
srniteth hlrn, denotes that the perverted natural affection of one seeks
{or victory in :lr~urllPnt a~ajnst his opponent whose reasons are
strong-er, q 15, .c;88J' 67R4, 67SR; and putting- forth the hand, and
taking him by the secrets, denotes a powerful appeal to sensual love.
which viola tes t he conjunction between the internal and external
man, 7205, 8313,1, 44622.

12. Cutting off her hand, and having no pity, denotes that sensual
love shall be deprived of all po\ver by evil rebounding upon him -\vho
practises it, and obscuring his understanding, 5302, 878, 2150 , 30 63,

9048-9.

13- Not having in thy bag divers \\'eights, a great and a small.
denotes that the spir i t ual man is not allowed to estimate the quality
of good, [rom charity on the one hand, and [rom selfishness on the
other, 3654, 30i9, 3104, 222i, 8458-9, 2429. Great and small denote
good and truth as the references show ; but small Inay also signify
truth without good, and thus selfishness, 242 93

•

14. Not having in thine house divers I11CaSUres, a great and a
small, denotes that neither is he to judge of the quality of truths,
on the one hand, and falsities on the other, by any appeal to merely
external things, or to the feelings alone, 2233, 3104, ver, 13.

IS. Having a perfect and just weight and measure, denotes that
he must judge according to good and truth conjoined, both in regard
to life and doctrine, verso 13-14, 612; and thy day being long upon
the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee. denotes that thus only
can the heavenly state be formed and established to eternity, 487,
370 5, 2001, ~S-9.

16..AII that do such things, or all that do unrighteously, being an
abomination to the Lord thy God, denotes that all who act contrary
to what is just and right, or good and true avert themselves from
the Lord, 5755, 612, 7454, 2001.

I7. U Remember what Arnalek did unto thee. by the ,,,ay, as ye
came forth cut of Egypt," denotes that the spiritual man is conscious
of, and reflects upon, his former state, when falsities from interior
evil assaulted him, after his ·delh·erance from the bondage of the
natural man, 8884, 8593, 2234, 8866.

18. "Tlow he met thee bv the wav, and smote the hindmost of
thee, all that were feeble behind thee, when thou wast faint and
\veary; and he feared not God," denotes how this falsity insidiously
opposed his heavenward progress, by operating upon his natural
afTections, in their weakness from temptat ion as to evil and falsity;
and how it was utterly opposed to Divine Truth, 4247, 2234, 6758,
248, 683, 3820, 3318, 2826, 2001.

19. "I t shall be, when the Lord thy God hath g-iven thee rest from
all thine enemies round about, denotes that, on this account, even in
the heavenly state, when all ternpta tion has ceased, 49i9, 2001 t 851,
285 I, :::973; "in the land which the LOI-d thy GQd giveth thee for an
inheritance to possess it," denotes when the external man , as well
as the internal is in the delight of good and truth, 3705, 2001, 8899,
2658, 2268; and "thou shalt blot out the remembrance of Arnalek
from under hcaveti : thou shalt not forget it," denotes that the
spiritual man is aware that the Ialsitv of interior evil is extinct with
him, abiding- only in t he tllf'lnory, and contributing- to a state of true
humility, 10,5°5, SSR·I, X5()J, 5Iio, 868.

The first section of this chapter has an irnportnnt practical applicn
tion , even in the litr-ral sense; for it plainly shows the proper spirit
in which punishment oug-ht to be inflicted, when it becomes neces
sary_ It is evident that cases of this kind are quite common and

AA
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familiar, not only in regard to legal proceedings in which judgme~t

has. to be exercised according to the la \~ ~f any country, but. also In
fumilies, in schools, and in other associations, where ord~r IS to be
maintained by the infliction of fines or punishments, 1 he p~rson

who punishes, whoever he may be, ought not to do so excessI~ely,

or from any feeling of anger, or venf.?eance. A father nlay.be obltged
to punish his children; a master 1~ls schol~rs, or a n:a~lstrate the
criminals who are brought before him; but In .no case IS It allo\va.ble
to do this from any feelings of enmity, but entlrel,r for the protection
of society, and from a principle ~f justic: a~d rlghteousn~ss: B~t
though it is easy here to recogruze the justrce of the pn!lClple, .It
is not by any means so easy as it. might seem to carry It.ou.t In
practice, since a person I11ay determine to act .fronl a good prIncIple,
and Inay yet be conscious in himself of certain angry fee~Ings, and
even of revengeful feelings in the very act of ende~vounng t? do
his duty when called upon in such circumstances. \\i hat t.hen,. IS he
to do? I-Ie must acknowledge before the Lord, that t~ere ~s evil and
Ialsitv in himself. lie must restrain.... himself, And. thI~ b~lng~ us to
the spiritual aspect of our subject. F or t~e enefl?Y IS \Vlt~u~ himself;
he is the opponent of this enemy; the Judge IS the Divine Truth
he has adopted. as hi~ principle. of li.f~; and. he must use the ~eans

provided in this section for hIS splntu.al improvement. H~ IS ~o

justifr the righteous and condemn th~ wicked, first bJo: confirming ~IS
principle, which is the truth he believes grounded In go~, which
distinguishes between action from selfish love, and action from
heavenly love. He is forbidden to act from the former, and he
must decide to act from the latter.

And now it follows that there is to be the confession that to act
from revenge is his evil tendency ; that this te~?e~cy is ~o ~e
repressed; and that he must c0n:te into the hum!ltatlon \vhlch. IS

sig-nificd by making the offender be down bef?re hIS fa~e .to r:cclve
punishment. And the fact is, that every falsity, or eVl! In himself
actually brings its own punishment, And in the separation of error,
or of eva by {lleanS of suffering, the suffering is ex.actly the measure
or thc resul t of this evil. For j f there were no evil, there would be
no suffering yea not even the suffering of enduring temptation.
But we rllust endure because the evil is there; and there is no other
means of removing it whatever than by tempta~ion and victory to
the full. And this is the sig-nification of forty stripes. But the next
point is that nobody is tempted beyond his .capacity, and .also .!hat
no punishment of the wicked exceeds the limit of necess.Jty, .since
evil bring-s its own punishment. And ~enc~, therefore, It follows
immediately, that the work of reg-eneratl0n. IS a \\ork of Ireedom,
and that ever~r one appropriat~s good according to !lIS !1ec~; ':lor can
any forced abstinence from evil, be of a~lY use, which IS SIgnified by
the ox that treadeth out the corn not being muzzled. However, that
there is sonle use in the punishlllent of the "licked in the hells, \vhere
regeneration is no long-er possible, because it is not desired, is another
nlatter.

l'he second section is very interesting, as it is a revelation in the
internal sense, of the \vay !n \vhich the church is preserved 3nlong
l11en, sonletirnes for a long period, and \vith certain pe~sons, by
l11eans of \vhat is c.l11cd consanguineous good, ,vhen genuIne good,
or charity becomes extinct; for this is \\"hat is represented by a man
perfonning- the duty of a husband's brother, if the husband dies, and
there is no son or daughter. l'he death of the husband denotes the
extinction of charity or of good, and the \\'i£e, as a ,,"idow \vithout
children, denotes the non-continuance of the church; and it is evident

that she may denote either truth without its good,. when . the t\VU
brothers denote different forms of good, or good without ~ts truth
when the t\VO brothers denote different forms of truth, since the
subject may be considered and in terpreted as relating e!ther to the
Celestial or to the Spiritual Church. But that consangumeous good
is but a modified Iorrn of genuine good appears clearly from the
correspondence respectively of a husband and a husband 's b~other,

and also from its being said in 4835, H for truth, in order that It. may
be truth which has life and produces fruit, and thereby continues
that which is of the church, cannot be conjoined with any other tha.I1
its own and consanguineous good." lienee also we see that th is
may be "charity adopted as a principle of life," or a ru~e of conduct,
before it is actually realized, and that the son.of. thI.s charIty, IS
the new faith bv which the man of the church IS justified, and by
which real good' in him is revived in all .fulness. I?u~ these remarks
only ilhrsrrate the first part of the subject, and It IS necessary. to
consider also the second.

For the teaching now is, that the husband's brother, or consan
guineous good, nlay. not in every case choo~e to marry ,his broth~r's
wife, which means VIrtually, that the man himself, who IS the subject
of regeneration will not admit it, and that consequently, the churc.h
must perish with him. Let everyone therefore take heed, lest hIS
faith which is said to be saving, should become in reality faith
alone, which can save no man. And that, indeed, the "husband's
brother," or consanguineous good, now represents this barren faith,
is evident (rom all the particulars that (0110\\', and especially from
the ending of the section. But consider one or two of these. 'The
man says, when examined, "I like not to take her." Arid this,
spiritually, means that such a character will not conjoin charity \v~th
faith or faith w it h charity whichever \vay we may regard it. Again,
look at, carefullv, the conduct of the wife. In the best sense,' she
now represents -genuine good or genuine truth rejecting evil or
falsity. But, in the opposite sense her action Illay describe total
vastation as to everything good and true externally and internally
as the correspondences show, and as her attitude of contempt and
hatred also shows, For it is manifest that genuine good or truth
from good will not so act. And let it be also here observed that, in
a genuine and exalted celestial state of the church among men, we
cannot conceive of the existence of anything but genuine marriages;
while, on the other hand, in every degraded state of the church, it
is not at all surprising that there should be so few genuine marriagcs
on earth; or that such as are not, and cannot be genuine, because
they are only external conjunctions of minds, are nevertheless per
mitred and should be held inviolate. on account of their representa
tion, and heavenly use.

An examination of the series of the spiritual truths of the third
section, ",-hich no\v dernand!' our attention, as it is given in the
parallel colunln, "'ill sho\v the connection of its parts; for it begins
by deprecating an appeal to sensual and external things in con
troversies about truths, and goes on to sho\v that the real truth
cannot be ~rri(red at by reac;oning froJn external things at all, and
that much less can it be discovered by "judging of the quality of
truths on the one hand and falsities on the other, by any appeal to
Inerely exterr:al things alonp," ver. 14. But in addition to this, the
follo\ving \rerse gi\'es us. in the internal sense, the true la\\" of
judgnlcnt. namely that it Blust be fronl good by truths, and thus
that good itself reveals the truth, according to the Lord's teaching
when He says, "I f any man \villeth to do his ""ill he shall kno\v
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of the teaching whether it be of God" (John vii. 17), and also where
lie says, H Blessed are the pure in heart for they shall see God"
(Matt. v. 8). But the section is remarkable from another point of
view also; for its spiritual and literal teaching- make one. And
hence we learn this lesson, narnelv that no truths are of any value
which are not, in some wav, brought out into the life, or into
ultimarcs : for only then are they in their fulness and in their power.
But a perfect weight and a perfect measure upon earth, or ~erfe~t
justice there in everv respect implies a similar state of perfection In
heaven as to good," and as to truth according to the Lord's own
words where Ill' says, H Ye therefore shall be perfect as your heavenly
Father is perfect" (Matt. v. 48). But we pass now, however, to
the last section, which is manifestly connected with this, as showing
1he means of attaining to this heavenly perfection.

And here we are again rem inded of the general purpose of the
book of Deuteronomy, in the internal sense, namely that it describes
the reflection of the I11an of the church, in an advancing state, upon
his past experiences, And especially does he look back to those
states of temptat ion Irorn interior evils in which he was first engaged.
For this is the signification of the Amalekites. But the following
remarks on Exod. xvii. 8, will enable the student to have a clearer
idea of what is Incant by interior evils than any ordinary exposition
thereof: "l\nd Amalek came, signifies falsity from interior evil, as
appears from the representation of Amalek , as denoting falsity from
interior evil of which we shall speak presently. It shall be told first,
who and what sort of persons they are who are in falsity from
iutr-r ior evil. I nterior evil is what lies inwardly concealed with a
man stored up in his will, and in his thought from it, without any
trace of it appearing- in externals, as in the actions, the speech, and
the face; those who are in such evil, endeavour by every method and
art to conceal and hide it under the appearance of honesty and justice,
and that of t he love of the neighbour; and still they think only of
doing- evil, and so far as they can they do it by means of others,
taking care not to let it appear to be from them; they also disguise
the evil itself, so that it rnav not seem to be evil; the greatest
delig-ht of their life is to devise such things, and to attempt them
secretly; this is called interior evil; those who are in this evil are
called evil g-enii, and in the other life are entirely separated from
those who are in exterior evil, and are called spirits. "The evil genii
hnve their hell behind 111an, that is, at his back, and are there in
var ious cnverns : but evil spirits have their hell before man and also
at the sides. These genii, in the Grand Man, appertain to the
province of the ccrr-bcllum , and also to that part of the spinal
marrow which sends out fibrr-s and nerves to the involuntary parts.
It mnv Iurthr-r be r<.'lllarked that the falsity [rom this evil, is not like
that Irom th« evil of evil spirits; for in Itsclf it is evil; those who
an") in this evil do not a ssnult the truths of faith, but its g-oods; for
tll('Y act by depraved affect ions. whereby they pervert g-ood thoughts,
and this is all nl most inc-omprehensible manner. Since these are of
such a quality, their hells are entirely separate [rom those of evil
sp ir it s, so much so, that they have scarcely any communication, and
this w it h a view to their separation Irorn the 111an of the Spiritual
Church, for if they were to flow in Irorn their hells, the man of that
church would be· utterly ruined, for they would act most secretlv
upon his conscience, and pervert it by exciting- his depraved affec
t ions. These in Iernal g-enii never assault any man openly, or when
he is well able to resist them; but when it appears that he is on the
point of yielding, they then suddenly present themselves, and strive

to make him fall absolutely" 'This also is represented by Amalek
now invading Israel; and also afterwards, when the sons of Israel
opposed themselves to Jehovah, and were afraid on account of the
nations of the land of Canaan : ' Then also Arnalek carne down with
the Canaanites frorn the mountain , and smote the sons of Israel even
unto Horrnah ' (Nurn. x iv. 43, 44). From these considerations Illay
appear the quality of those w ho are represented by Arnalek, and why
judgment from Jehovah was upon him, that there should be war
w ith them perpetually; and that their memory should be blotted out
from under heaven, according to these words in the last verse of
the chapter: ' Because the hand of the wicked is against the throne
of Jah, Jehovah will have war with Arnalek from generation to
generation. ' And in Deuteronomy: 'Remember what Amalek did
unto thee in the ,vay when thou wentest forth out of Egypt; how
he met thee in the v;ay, and smote all the feeble among thee, when
thou wast faint and weary ; and he feared not God. When Jehovah
thy God hath given thee rest, thou shalt blot out the remembrance
of Amalek from under heaven ; thou shalt not forget it ' (N urn. xxv.
17- 19)... '. That the memory of Arnalek was to be blotted out, and
all things therein cursed, signifies that there should be no com
munication whatever between the evil genii and those of the Spiritual
Church, for they communicate with those who are not in truths,
but who favour falsities from evil affection," 8593.

Now there is one point here which ought to be explained. The
Israelites represent the Spiritual Church; so that it is quite clear
that their being attacked by the Amalekites, represented the tempta
tions of the spiritual man by interior evils. And yet it is said in
the quotation just given that if those represented by Amalek, "were
to flow in from their hells the man of the Spiritual Church would
be utterly ruined," The mcnning, however, evidently is, that the
spiritual man is tempted by his OUHl in terior evils, and that these
have their correspondence, on a different plane, with the evil genii
whom the Arnalelcites especially represent. And this ought to be
well noted in reflecting on our own interior evils, as being also
signified by the Arnalek ites. For certainly the spiritual man knows
that he has been tempted by his interior evils, and that if he had
not been protected by the Lord, and delivered when this happened,
he would have perished. This then is our great lesson in remember
ing, ""'hat Amalek did unto us."
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CI-IAp~rER XXVI

Sl'1\ll\fARY OF THE SPIRITUAl SENSE

I. 'Vhen man comes in to the heavenly state through the conjunc
tion of his external man with his internal, he will realize in fulness
that all the good he receives is from the Lord, and that it will be
in its proper receptacles in his mind, causing him to reflect on the
process by which this happy state ~a~ been reach~d, !o acknowledge
the Lord most sincerely, and to rejoice before Him In every degree
of his life, verso I-I r ,

2. Concerning the implantation of Remains in the external man
when regeneration is completed, and concerning its beneficent effects,
verso 12-15.

J. And lastly concerning the perpetual state of obedience fro:n love
and truth conjoined, into which man final.ly com.es, throu~h his con
fession of the Lord, and through the reciprocation of HIS love, on
account of its full manifestation outwardly, as well as in the superior
degrees, verso 16-19.

THE CONTENTS OF EACH VERSE

3. Arid thou shalt come
unto the priest that shall be
in those days, and say unto
him, I profess this day unto
the LORD thy God, that I
am come unto the land
which the LORD sware unto
our fathers for to give us.

4. And the priest shall
take the basket out of thine
hand, and set it down before
the altar of the LORD thy
God.

S. And thou shalt answer
and say' before the LORD thy
God, f\ Syrian ready to
perish was my father, and
he went down into Egypt,
and sojourned there, few in
number; and he became
there a nation, great,
mighty, and populous:

3. Moreover , he will ac
knowledge his own specific
good according to his state to
be from the Lord, perceiving
that this had been confirmed
to him irrevocably according
to Divine Good even in his
earlier states of regeneration.

4. And then too will the
orderly arrangement of good
by truth in the understanding
be acknowledged as from the
Lord, and also as the ground
of all worship of the Lord.

5. And thence will arise the
holy thought internally, that
good was first manifested to
him in the knowledge of
tru th, wi th the affection
thereof, that instruction in the
things of the church had fol
lowed according to the quality
of the natural man, and that
good was thus strengthened
as to all the degrees of his
life.

I ..And it shall be, when
thou art come in unto the
land which the LORD thv
God giyeth thee for an in
hcr irance, and possessest it,
and dwellest therein;

2. That thou shalt take of
the first of all the fruit of
the ground, which thou
shalt bring in from thy land
that the IJ-ORI) thy God giv
eth thee; and thou shalt put
it in a basket, and shalt go
unto the place which the
I .. on n th v God shall choose
to cause J his name to dwell
there.

I. I t will happen, when the
spiritual man C0l11eS into the
heavenly state because his
ruling love is there, and his
external corresponds with
his internal life both as to
truth and good,

2. That he will realize in
fulness that all the good he
receives, and seems to acquire
as Irorn himself, is from the
Lord through the conjunction
of good and tru th, and that
this good will be in its proper
receptacle in the will and the
understanding in orderly ar
rangement, and will intensify
the conjunction of good and
truths in the inmost imparting
a heavenly quality;

6. And the Egyptians
evil entreated us, and
afflicted us, and laid upon
us hard bondage:

7. And we cried unto the
L/ORD, the God of our
fathers, and the IJoRD heard
our voice, and saw our
affliction. and our toil, and
our oppression:

8.•And the I.JoRD brought
us forth out of I~gypt with
a mighty hand, and with an
outstretched arm, and with
great terribleness, and with
signs, and with wonders :

6. Also that infestations
from evils then succeeded in
threefold order simultane
ously;

7. Exciting a strong desire
for deliverance by the Lord,
which was followed by the
manifestation of the Divine
Love which perceived from
Divine Truth this threefold
state of temptation, namely,
as to falsities, as to evils, and
as to their conjoint action,

8. And in consequence re
deemed the spiritual man from
his bondage with the full
power of Divine Truth, and
Good internal and external;
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g. And he hath brought
us into this place, and hath
given us this land, a land
Ilowinp' with milk and
honey.

10. And now, behold, I
have brought the first of the
fruit of the ground, wh ich
thou, 0 LORD, hast given
J11e. And thou shalt set it
down before the LORD thy
God, and worship before the
LORD thy God:

I I. And thou shal t rejoice
in all the good which the
LORl) thy God hath given
unto thee, and unto thine
house, thou, and the I ..evite,
and the stranger that is in
the rnidst of thee.

12. \ Vhen thou hast made
an end of tithing all the
tithe of thine increase in
the third rear, which is the
year of tithing, then thou
shalt give it unto the Levite,
to the stranger, to the father
less, and to the widow, that
they nlay eat with in thy
gates, and be filled ;

1J. 1\ nd thou shal t saY

before the LORD thy God,
I have put awav the hal
lowed things alit of mine
house, and also have given
them unto the Levite, and
unto the stranger, to the
fatherless, and to the widow
according to alJ thy com~

9. Thus communicating the
heavenly state inwar-dly and
outwardlv : a state of truth
f rorn go~)(1 inwardly, and of
natural delight outwardly.

10. And therefore the spirit
ual man acknowledges the
Lord in fulness as the giver
of all good, and also as the
givcr of truth whence comes
all real worship,

I I. Causing inmost joy ex
pressed in every action, and
diffusing itself from internals
to externals by celestial,
spiritual, and natural good
simultaneously.

12. Again, when the spirit
ual man is completely regener
ated through the implantation
of remains, and the conse
quent increase of good, then
he is spontaneously desirous
of imparting good, first to
those within the church
secondly to those under in:
struction, and thirdly to those
who arc in truth and earnestly
desire good, and the reverse,
in order that good and truth
may be appropriated by all in
fulness and with satisfaction.

13· And perception is then
given in the light of Divine
Good conjoined to Divine
Truth, that good of everv
deg-ree and kind is not fro~
the propriurn of man; and yet
that man can use it as his
own, and communicate it to
those within the church, to
those under instruction, and

mandrnent which thou hast
commanded me : I have not
transgressed any of thy
comma ndrne nts, neither have
I forgotten them :

14. I have not eaten
thereof in my mourning,
neither have ·1 put a\\'ay
thereof, being unclean, nor
given thereof for the dead:
I have hearkened to the
voice of the IJORD m v God,
I have done according to all
that thou hast commanded
me.

15. Look down from thy
holy habitation, from hea
ven, and bless thy people
Israel, and the ground
which thou hast gi,-en us,
as thou swarest unto our
fathers, a land flo\\-ing with
milk and honey.

16. This day the IJoHD
thy God commandeth thee
to do these statutes and
j udgernents : thou shalt
therefore keep and do t hern
with all thine heart, and
with all thy soul.

1.7. Thou hast avouched
the LORD this day to be thv
God, and that thou should-

to those who are in truth and
earnestly desire good, and to
those who arc in good and
earnestly desire truth, accord
ing to the laws of Divine
Order as revealed in the
Word, And thus the obedi
ence of the spiritual man is
perfect from the Lord, nor
does he forget it.

14. Also the spiritual man
now perceives that he could
not appropriate good when
under states of trial, From
selfish desire, nor when his
evils had been manifested and
he sought deliverance on sel
fish grounds, nor when dead
in trespasses and sins he did
not desire it, but only by
obedience to good and truth
for their own sakes, both in
will and understanding.

15. And hence he now re
members more earnestly, that
he must have conjunction with
the I..ord, and that this must
be the case with all in the
Spiritual Church, inwardly and
outwardly by confirmation in
truths according to the assur
ance giycn in early states, that
man should enjoy both truth
from good internally, and
natural delight externally.

I h. j\ nd now also the
spiritual man is instructed that
obedience to the Lord is to be
eternal both as to the natural
and spiritual degrees of his
life; and that Divine Truths
are to be perpetually before
him in his will and under
standing.

17. For now the confession
of the Lord is full in all re
spects, as to doctrine, as to
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I~EFERENCES AND NOTES

1. It happening, when thou art come into the land which the Lord
thy God giveth thee for an inheritance, and possessest it, and
d wcllest therein, denotes that when the spiritu a! man comes into the
heavenly state, because his ruling love is there, and his external
corresponds to his internal life, both as to truth and good, it will
be evident, 4979, 7498, 3705, 200 I, 8899, 2658, 2451.

2. Taking of the first of all the fruit of the ground which thou
shalt bring in from thy land which the Lord thy God giveth thee,
denotes that the spiritual man will realize in fulness all the good
he receives, and seems to acquire as from himself, is from the Lord
through the conjunction of good and truth, 5144", 90, 72 I I, 88<)9,
2001 ; and putting it into a basket, and going unto the place, which
the Lord thy God shall choose to cause his name to dwell there,
denotes that this good will be in its proper receptacle in the will
and thence the understanding, in orderly arrangement, and will
intensify the conjunction of ~ood and truth in the Inmost imparting
a heavenly quality, 5'44\ 3335, 2625 , 2001, 390 0 \ 2724, 1293.

J. COIning unto the priest that shall be in those days, and saying
unto him, I profess this day unto the Lord thy God, that I am come

est walk in his wavs, and
keep his statutes, and his
commandments, and his
j udgernen ts, and hearken
unto his voice :

18. And the LORD hath
avouched thee this day to
be a peculiar people unto
h imself, as he hath pro
mised thee, and that thou
shouldest keep all his corn
mandrnents :

19. And to make thee
high above all nations
which he hath made, in
praise, and in name, and in
honour; and that thou 111av
est be an holy people unto
the I.JORD thy God, as he
hath spoken.

rituals, as to interior good and
as to interior truths, and in
deed, as to every action.

I R. And nov.' also does the
Lord separate the spiritual
111al1 from all evil, according
to the promises of his \\"ord,
and giye him power to obey
Divine Truths on that ac
count,

19. Raising him above all
evil affections, and above
natural truths which are rela
tively inferior, as to internal
joy, as to interior perception
of tru ths, and as to external
decorum, and thus making
him a perfect form of good
conjoined with truth, which
eternally desires the salvation
of His people.

unto the land, which the Lord sware unto our fathers to give us,
denotes that he will acknowledge his own specific good, according
to his state, to be from the Lord, perceiving that this had been
confirmed to him irrevocably according to Divine Good, in his earlier
states of regeneration, 1853, 1728, 487, 1822, 295 1 , 3705, 2001, 2842,

3703, 8B9g, 3654.

4. The priest taking the basket out of the worshippers hand, and
setting it down before the altar of the Lord his God, denotes that
then too will the orderly arrangement of good by truth in the under
standing be acknowledged to be from the Lord, and also as the
ground of all worship of the Lord, 1728, 5 144\ 878,6725, 851,4541.

5..Answering and saying before the Lord thy God, A Syrian ready
to perish was my father, denotes the holy thought internally that
good was first manifested in truth with the affection thereof, 694J,
1232, 37032; going down to Egypt and sojourning there few in
number, denotes instruction in the things of the church according
to the quality of the natural man, 3335, 5°79, 1463, 4518; and
becoming a nation great, mighty, and populous, denotes that good
was thus strengthened, as to all the degrees of his life, 1259, 2227,

83 15.

6. 'The Egyptians evil intreating them, afflicting them, and laying
upon them hard bondage, denotes that infestations from evils then
succeeded in threefold order simultaneously, 8866, 6663, 1846.

7. Crying unto the Lord the God of our fathers, and his hearing
our voice, and seeing our affliction, and our toil, and our oppression,
denotes a strong desire for deliverance by the Lord, which \vas £01
lowed by the manifestation of the Divine Love, which perceived
from Divine Truth, this threefold state of temptations, namely, as
to falsities, as to evils, and as to their conjoint action, 375, 2001,

37°3, 26g1-4, 2807, 6663, ~8S8, 6657 3
•

8. The Lord bringing them forth out of Egypt with a mighty hand,
and with an outstretched ann, and with g-reat terribleness, and with
signs and wonders. denotes the redemption of the spiritual man from
his bondage, with the full power of Divine Truth and Good, internal
and external, 200 I. 8866, 1085, 986, 7273.

9. Bringing us into this place, and giving us this land, a land
flowing with milk and honey, denotes communicating the heavenly
state inwardly and outwardly : a state of truth from good inwardly,
and of natural delight outwardly, 8764, 2625, 8899, 8056, 3742.

10. Bringing the first of the fruit of the ~round, which the Lord
has given, denotes the acknowledgment of the Lord, in fulness, as
the giver of all good, 5J4.r', 90, 2001, 8899, 561<); and setting it
down before the Lord thy God, and worshipping the Lord thy God,
denotes and also as the giver of truth whence comes all real worship.
6725, 85 1 , 2001, 788.t.

I I. Rejoicing in all the good which the Lord thy God hath giv('n
unto thee, and unto thine house. thou, and the Levite, and the
stranger that is in the midst of thee, denotes inmost joy, expressed
in every action, and diffusing itself from Internals to Externals, bv
celestial, spiritual, and natural good simultaneously, 47213, 2001,

3654, Sg12, 38754, 1463, 200.
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12. 1\Jaking an end of tithing all the tithe of thine increase in the
third year which is the year of tithing, denotes complete regenera
tion through the implantation of remains, and the consequent in
crease of good, 9014, 27886, 6156; giving, denotes to be spontane
ously desirous of irnparting good, 8899; the Levite, the stranger, the
fatherless and the widow denote respectively, those within the
church, those under instruction, those who are in truth and earnestly
desire good, and the reverse, 3875\ 1463, 9200; and eating within
thy gates and being filled, denotes good and truth appropriated by
all in fulness and with satisfaction, 218i, 23 2 4 , 984, 5373 3

•

13. Saying before the Lord thy God, denotes perception given in
the Jight of Divine Truth conjoined to Divine Good, 1822, 2001; "I
have put away the hallowed things out of mine house," denotes that
good of every degree and kind is not from the proprium of man,
68873, 4744:1

, 41, 4544; "and also I have given them unto the Levite,
and unto the stranger, to the fatherless, and to the widow," denotes
that yet man can use it as his own, and communicate it to those
within the church, to those under instruction, to those who are in
truth and earnestly desire good, and to those who are in good and
earnestly desire truth, 8899, 3875\ 1463, 9200; "according to all thy
commandment which thou hast commanded me," denotes according
to the laws of Divine Order, as revealed in the Word, 3382, 5486;
and "I have not transgressed any of thy commandments, neither
have I forgotten them," denotes that thus the obedience of the
spiritual I11an is perfect from the Lord, nor does he forget it, 9156,
33H2, 5 170 •

14. "I have not eaten thereof in my mourning, neither have I put
away thereof being unclean, nor given thereof for the dead," denotes
that the spiritual man now perceives, that he could not appropriate
good, when under states of trial, from selfish motives, nor when his
evils had been manifested, and he sought deliverance on selfish
grounds, nor, when, dead in trespasses and sins, he did not desire
it, 2lS7, 2910, 10,130, 81; and "I have hearkened to the voice of
the l ..ord rny God, I have done according to all that thou hast
commanded me;" denotes obedience to good and truth for their own
sakes both in will and understanding, 2542, 219, 2001, 5755, 7010,
5486, 683.

15. "Look down from thv holv habitation, from heaven, and bless
thy people Israel, and the ground which thou hast given us, as thou
swarest unto our fathers, a land flowing with milk and honey,"
denotes that hence he now remembers more earriestlv that he must
have conjunction with the Lord, and that this must be the case with
all in the Spiritual Church, inwardly and outwardly by confirmation
in truths, according to the assurance given in early states, that man
should enjoy both truth fro In good internally, and natural delight
externally, 10,33 0 , 3084, 948 1, 3514, 1259, 3654, 90, 8~9, 2842 , 3703,
8056, 374 2 •

16. 'This day the Lord commanding thee to do these statutes and
judgments, denotes instruction to the spiritual man that obedience
to the Lord is to be eternal both as to the natural and spiritual
de~rees of his. life, 2838, 200 r, 5486, 5755, 8357; and keeping and
dO.ln.g them with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, denotes that
Divine Truths are to be perpetually before him in his will and under
standin~, 3382, 5755, 2<)30.

17. Avouching the Lord this day to be thy God, that thou shouldcst
walk in his ways, and keep his statutes and his commandments,
and his judgments, and hearken unto his voice, denotes that now
the confession of the Lord is full in all respects, as to doctrine, as
to rituals, as to interior good, and as to interior truth, and indeed
as to every action, 8768,4197,2838,2001,519,2234,3382,8357,
2542 , 2 J9.

18. The Lord avouching thee" this day to be a peculiar people unto
himself, as he hath promised thee, and that thou shouJdest keep
all his commandments, denotes that now also does the Lord separate
the spiritual man from all evil, according to the promises of His
Word, and give him power to obey Divine Truths on that account,
2001, 4'97, 2838 , S768, 295 1 , 3382.

19. ~Iaking thee high above all nations which he hath made, in
praise, and in name, and in honour; and that thou mayest be an
holy people unto the Lord thy God, as he hath spoken, denotes that
the spiritual man is raised above all evil affections, and above natural
truths which are relatively inferior, as to internal joy, as to interior
perception of truths, and as to external decorum; and thus making
him a perfect Torrn of good conjoined with truth, which eternally
desires the salvation of His people, 2148, 1259, 16, 6364, 145, 10,536,
8806, 2001, 2951.

There are two senses in which COIning into the land given to the
Israelites by the Lord their God may be spiritually interpreted. That
is, it may represent either becoming a member of the Lord's church
on earth or an inhabitant of the kingdom of heaven. For unless
we first become the former, we can never become the latter. And
in each case there must be the offering of the first fruits, which
signifies the acknowledgment and the realization that all the good
we receive is from the Lord. Now it is said that we come into the
possession, and into the irrheritance, arid into the land as a dwcllinj;
place because our ruling love is there, because we are neither in the
church on earth nor in the church in heaven, except by virtue of
Jove, the only difference bein~ that at the beginning of our life on
earth as members of the church, "'C are not conscious that it is our
ruling love that places us there. The reason is, that, at first, we
only acknowledge love to the Lord and the neighbour as our rule
of life, and we have not yet overcome our evils, and that we only
realize our own specific Iorrn of that love, when we have gained
the victory and enter into heaven itself. I n either case, however,
it is love that makes heaven and the church, and it is not merely
the place we call heaven, or the associaticn which we belong to
externally, and call the church. And secondly now, the church does
not properly begin with us unless we acknowledge that even the
little love ""C at first realize, and which is called the first fruits, is
really from the Lord in us, and is not Irom ourselves absolutely.

Hence, therefore. wr- see the very g-reat importance of giving
ourselves to the Lord in r-nrly life by this acknowledrrrnent, carryinrr
it with us all along, so to speak, realizing it fully in heaven, and
never parting wit h it. And, of course, thr-se general remarks cover
all our section. But the part iculars are int('resting as \VC have seen
from the explanation. For the basket into which we put this acknow
lodgment of ours is truth as a receptacle. You cannot, it is clear,
put the precious fruit of love, as exhibited in a good life into
any thing else, as there is nothing else to hold it, since our selfish
ness is opposed to it, our love of the world rejects it, and our merely
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natural intelligence does not comprehend how loving the good of
ut hers more than our own good, can be so heavenly. Do not let
us forget then, that if we have not the receptacle "'C cannot carry
the love. Secondly, the basket with its contents is to be taken to the
place which the Lord shall choose. That is, this acknowledgment
of the Lord must be our inmost principle or feeling. For love to the
J.ord and the neighbour is the only place of true worship, and while
it is, in one sense, everywhere, because it pervades all things, yet
ill another, and very true sense, nothing else can be exactly where
that is in us, just as, absolutely, no finite being can be exactly
where the Infinite Being is, that is, in the centre of the Heavenly
Sun. In short, only in love is true worship, And thirdly, the priest
is the highest representative of that love, as he is also of the Lord
in 11is G lorified I-Iuman, "'Thou art a priest for ever after the
order of Mclchizedek " (Ps. ex, 4, Heb. v. 10). And then, putting
the basket before the altar, shows that all worship of the Lord is
from good by truth, or what is the same, from charity by faith
expressed in good works : for the fruit denotes such works. But
more a great deal is involved in this offering of the first fruits than
a mere confession. For the spiritual man in making it describes
his state at the beginning, and how he has been led by the Lord,
from the bondage of sin and spiritual death, into the liberty which
he now enjoys. And the exact distinction between a Syrian ready
to perish, an Egyptian as an instructor, and an Egyptian as a
taskmaster, ought here well to be observed; while at the same time,
the Lord's work of Redemption and its results are also included
in this holy confession, thus showing its completeness in every
respect. Nor is the description of the happy state with which the
account ends to be disregarded, because it ought to be a great stimu
lant to all Christians as they advance in the heavenly life to persevere
in well doing, that they may, at last, realize the reward in the joy
of an obedience to the Lord that springs wholly from a state of
gcnuine love and truth without any taint of selfishness, or world
liness.

The second section, however carries us a step farther. There is,
as we advance in regeneration I and also when we are regenerated
another wonderful operation, which is represented by the tithing,
and this is the implantation of remains. For these tithes or remains
signify all the states of good and truth stored up secretly in man by
the Lord from the beginning of his Ii fe and onwards to the end;
and indeed unless this took place the man could not be regenerated
at all. And concerning this storing up we read as follows : "That
the number ten signiHes remains, in like manner as tenths may
appear from the Iollowinrr passages.... In Malachi : ' Bring ye all
the tithes unto the treasure-house, that there may be spoil in OlY
house, and prove me now in this, if I will not open to you the flood
g-ates of heaven, and pour out a blessing on you' (iii. 10). That
there rnav be spoil in IllY house, denotes remains in the internal
man, which are compared to spoil, because they are insinuated, as
it were, by stealth, among so Inany evils and falsities. It is by
these remains that every blessing comes. That all rnarr's charity is
through remains, which are in the internal man, was represented
in the j ew ish Church, by this statute, that when they had made
an end of gi"ving the tithes, they should give to the Levite, to the
stranger, to the fatherless and to the widow (Deut. xxvi. 12-15).
Because remains are of the Lord alone, therefore the tenths are
called the holiness of jehovah; of which it is thus written in Moses :
'All the tenths of the land, of the seed of the land, of the fruit
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of the tree, they are jehovah '5, the holiness of Jehovah: all the
tenths of the herd, and of the flock, everything that passeth under
the (pastoral) staff, the tenth shall be holiness to Jehovah' (Lev.
xxvii. 30, 32 ) . That the Decalogue consisted of ten precepts, or ten
words, and that Jehovah wrote them on tables (Deut, x. 1-4),
signifies rernains ; and that they were written by the hand of jehovah,
signifies that remains are of the Lord alone; that they are in the
internal man was represented by the tables," 576.

Thus we see that the Lord alone stores up remains in man, and
what they are. But our section has special reference to the implan
tation of these remains in the external man, when he is regenerated;
and this is represented therein by the giving of the tithes to the
Levite, to the stranger, to the fatherless, and to the widow, as
clearly appears frorn the spiritual rneaning of each term; and what
is meant by this is explained as follows : "\Vhat remains are may
be seen n. 1050, 1738, 1906 ..• namely, that they are goods and
truths from the Lord, hidden a\vay in the interior man; these are
sent back into the exterior, or natural man, when man is in a state
of good, but on his COOling into a state of evil they are straightway
withdrawn and hidden again, lest they should be mixed with evils,
and so perish. When man cannot be regenerated, then remains are
well stored up with him in his interiors; but whilst the man is being
regenerated, they are sent back from the interiors to the exteriors
in proportion as he is regenerated; the reason whereof is, because:
by regeneration, the interiors are conjoined with the exteriors, and
act as one ;. and in t~is case, remains are first sent back into generals,
and next into particulars ; and hence as the regeneration of the
natural is here treated of in the internal sense, it may be known
~hat is meant by remains being (or the general principle in the
Natural':' 6156 .. And. hence, too, \ve. now see clearly what is meant
by the tithes being gIven to the Levite , and to the stranger and to
the fatherless, and to the widow. And yet there is one other point.
The withdrawal of these " remains under certain circumstances, as
describe~ in the last quotation, is represented, in ver. 14, the spiritual
sense being, that the mc~n of the church, could not appropriate good,
when under state of trial from selfish motives, nor when his evils
had been manifested, and he sought deliverance on selfish grounds,
nor when, dead in trespasses and sins, he did not desire it, but
only when he was obedient to the Lord from a genuine motive of
doing good for its own sake.

On reading over the last section in the literal sense, the point that
first attracts our attention is, that it is said that the Lord made the
Israelites a people peculiar to himself and that on condition of their
keeping I-lis commandments, they would be 'made high above nJI
nations. Bu.t ~s they dj~ not do this, even though impelled by their
love of dOll111110n to aspire to be the greatest nation in the earth,
therefore, they be~anle de,graded, and \\'e:e scattered throughout the
world, and so still rCI11aul.. And on this account we may clearly
understand that the Israelites were really only the representative
of the true church of the Lord, and that our section teaches con
cern.ing it, that only by obedience to the Lord from the proper
motive can the men of the church prosper; and that only, in this
way can he be superior to all nations. That is to say, ·if anyone
acts from pure love to the Lord and the neighbour and not from
any sel.fis~ and. worldly motive in keeping the Lord's command
~ents, It IS manifest that he takes the very highest possible position,
I~ t~~ general sense; and he who does this, will not aspire to anv
dignities or honours, or to any positions of responsibility, merely for
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SU~I~fARY OF THE SPIRITUAL SENSE

THE CONTE~TS OF EACH VERSE

CHf\Pl'ER XXVII

I. On the establishment of truth; of its conjunction with good;
of the worship of the Lord in the natural or external man; and
thus of confirmation of good and truth there in the heavenly state;
and that this state is one of the reception of Divine Good and Divine
Truth internally. and of obedience to the Divine Commandments
externallv, verso I-JO.

2. That still the internal man with its truths will be the means
of conjunction with the Lord there; and that from it the external
man with its truths will be accurately distinguished, verso 11-14.

3. And thirdly, concerning those things and persons that are inevit
ably condemned and separated from the heavenly state, verso 15-26.

I. There is influx from the
Lord by Divine Truth and
Good, with the man of the
Spiritual Church giving the
perception that the Word of
the Lord is to be obeyed per..
petually.

2. For it will happen, when
man passes into the heavenly
state by the removal of falsi
ties, by initiation into truths,
and by the reception of good
from the Lord, that then truths
will be established in him, be
cause conjoined with good
internally and externally.

3. And these truths will be
the basis for the interior truths
of the \Vord in that state, in.
order that good also may be
established and made manifest
in the external man, bv truths
thence derived, and by natural
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3· And thou shalt wri te
upon them all the words of
this law, when thou art
passed over; that thou rnav
est go in unto the land
which the LORD thy God

2. And it shall be on the
day when ye shall pass over
Jordan unto the land which
the LORD thy God giveth
thee, that thou shalt set thee
up great stones, and plaister
them with plaister:

I . And Moses and the
elders of Israel commanded
the people, saying, Keep all
the commandment which I
command you this day.

the sake of dignity, honour, or power, but only for the sake of being
J110re useful; nor will a true follower of the Lord in the regeneration,
ever desire a position of eminence among his fellows, the duties of
which he is not well able to perform because his character internally
as well as cxter'nally Blakes him fitted for that position. Now it is
very important indeed that ""C should all understand this, and live
according to it. For it is certain, that, since heaven, or the kingdom
of the Lord is properly called the Grund Man, because it really
involves every function proper to human life, therefore those functions
w ill vary, some being much 1110re important than others, while at the
same time, every angel w ill be in his greatest delight and satisfaction
in the performance of the function for which he is fitted whether it
Illay be exalted or humble, Nor must we forget that all the associa
tions of heaven are so perfectly arranged and ordered, that no one
is in the wrong place, nor is anyone surrounded, by others, having
other functions that are not more immediately in sympathy with
his own, according to nearness or remoteness. For in heaven state
and position exactly correspond, and it is the state that gives the
position, and not the position that determines the state.

But there are some particulars. The obedience of man is to be
with all his heart, and with all his soul. That is, with all the power
of the will and the understanding. And this shows us that, in
heaven, all the powers of the Blind will be called into activity; and
that it will there be necessary to distinguish not only the will and
understanding, but also their differen t degrees and powers. And
each day will therefore bring its employment and its satisfactions
with a 1110st agreeable variety. Also we call attention to the avouch
ing, which from the description, is clearly reciprocal. The confession
of the Lord is full, in all respects, as to doctrine, as to ritual, as to
interior good, and as to interior truth. And, on the other hand,
"the I ...ord now separates the spiritual man from all evil, according
to the promises of His Word, and gives him power to obey Divine
Tru ths on that account." And finally U he is raised above all evil
affections, and above natural truths, which are relatively inferior,
as to internal joy, as to interior perception of truths, and as to
external decorum." And hence now , therefore, we see the beauty
and the harmony of the internal sense of this whole chapter, which
sets before us the earliest experiences of the heavenly life, in an
orderly series and connection. But there is one point in this last
sect ion, which must not be forgotten. The particular expression
" this day," in the in ternal sense, denotes what is perpetual. And
hence we learn that, to eternity, the regenerated man will worship
the Lord in all fulness ; and that consequently according to the laws
of Divine Order in heaven I will there be a perpetual progress, and
thus a perpetual intensificntion , so to speak, of every angelic quality
as exhibited in the lise performed with all variety. May the con
sideration of this subject, therefore, stimulate us to patience, to
pcrsevr-rnnce , to thr- cndurnnce of our necessary trials, and also to
the enjoymcn t of all the blessinjrs of this Ii Ie , which is our state
of probation for the heavenly life, and is perfectly adapted for that
purpose.
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giveth thee, a land flowing'
with m ilk and honey, as the
LIaRD, the God of thy
fathers, hath promised thee.

4. Arid it shall be when
ye are passed over Jordan,
that ye shall set up these
stones, which I command
you this day, in mount
Ebal, and thou shalt plaister
them with plaister.

5. And there shalt thou
build an altar unto the LORn
thy God, an altar of stones:
thou shalt lift up no iron
tool upon them.

6. Thou shalt build the
altar of the I~ORD thy God
of unhewn stones: and thou
shalt offer burnt offerings
thereon unto the LORD thy
God:

7· And thou shalt sacri
fice peace offerings, and
shalt eat there; and thou
shalt rejoice before the
LORD thy God.

8. And thou shalt write
upon the stones all the
words of this law ",ery
plainly.

9· ...\nd Moses and the
prresfs the Levites spake
1I.nto all Israel, saying, !(eep
silence, and hearken 0
Israel; this day tho~ art

delight according- to the pro
rnises of the Lord in the earlier
stages of regeneration.

4. And it will happen, when
man is introduced into the
heavenly state, that ultimate
tru th will be established in the
external degree of his life,
where evil had prevailed, and
there also be conjoined with
good and rendered coherent
thereby.

5. Also in that heavenly
state will the worship of the
Lord be according to Divine
Truths; and it will not be
contaminated by self-derived
intelligence.

6. For then the worship of
the Lord will be from pure
truths; and by means of those
truths will the affections of
the heart be adequately ex
pressed in worship,

7· Also this worship will
be perfectly harrnonious in the
natural degree; and good will
be appropriated there in free
dom and heavenly peace, so
tha t heavenly joy will be
present internally and exter
nally.

8. And thus Divine Truths
will be confirmed in the natural
degree in all completeness
and distinctness. '

g. ~Iorco.\·er this heavenly
st?t~ IS ?crl\-ed by influx from
IJlvtne 1 ruth and Divine Good
acting t?gether, and filling the
soul with the consciousness
of the Divine Presence inti-

become the people of the
LORD thy God.

10. Thou shalt therefore
obey the voice of the LORI)
thy God, and do his com
mandments and his statutes,
which I command thee this
day.

I I. Arid l\Ioses charged
the people the same day,
saying,

12. These shall stand
upon mount Gerizim to
bless the people, when ye
a~e passed over Jordan;
SImeon, and Levi, and
Judah, and Issachar, and
Joseph, and Benjamin:

13•.And these shalf' stand
upon mount Ebal for the
curse; Reuben, Gad, and
Asher, and Zebulun, Dan,
and Naphtali.

14· And the Levites shall
answer, and say unto alJ the
men of Israel with a loud
voice,

15· Cursed be the man
that maketh a graven or

matcly , and producing willing'
obedience, and a state of the
reciprocal conjunction of truth
with good.

10. And therefore the obedi
ence of the spiritual man is
internally from good conjoined
with truth, and externally
from truth conjoined with
good; and this perpetually.

I I. And it is the dictate of
Divine Truth to the spiritual
man giving the perception,

12. That still the internal
man with its truths will be the
means of the conjunction of
man with the Lord in the hea
venly state, namely the new
will of good, holy charity,
celestial love, the delight of
usefulness, the celestial of the
spiritual degree, and the spi
ritual of the celestial.

13. And from the Internal
the External will be accurately
distinguished, and that there
evil had formerly prevailed;
and there now the truths con
demning evil are clearly per
ceived, namely, faith in the
understanding, good works,
natural delight, the pure law
of marriage love, the faculty
of clearly discerning truths
and affirming them, and the
positive resistance of the
na tural man to all evil.

14. And thus it will be
clearly perceived from charity
by means of the truths of the
\Vord,

15. That they are separated
from the Lord and from the
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molten inlage, an abomina
tion unto the LORD, the
work of the hands of the
craftsman , and setteth it up
in secret. And all the
people shall answer and say,
Amen.

16. Cursed be he that set
tcth light by his father or
his mother. And all the
people shall say, Amen.

Ii. Cursed be he that
rernoveth his neighbour's
landmark. Arid all the
people shall say, Amen.

18. Cursed be he that
maketh the blind to wander
out of the ,vay. And all the
people shall say, Amen.

I~. Cursed be he that
wresteth the judgement of
the stranger, fatherless, and
widow, And all the people
shall say, Amen.

20. Cursed be he that
lieth with his father's wife :

heavenly state, who outwardly
worship Him from self-derived
intelligence and love which are
totally opposed to heavenly
10\'e because such worship,
while holy in outward appear
ance, is inwardly profane; and
this truth will be perpetually
confirmed by the regenerated
spiritual man.

16. Also it will be clearly
perceived that he is separated
from the Lord who despises
Divine Good and Divine
Truth proceeding from Him;
and that this truth will be
confirmed by the regenerated
spiritual man.

17. Also that he is in a state
of condemnation, who makes
no distinction between good
and evil, or between truth and
falsity; and that this truth
will be confirmed by the re
generated spiritual man.

18. Also that he is averted
from the Lord, who deceives
the ignorant by leading them
into evil and error; and that
this truth will be confirmed
by the regenerated spiritual
man.

19. ,\150 that he is con
demned who perverts the
spiritual life of those who arc
under instruction: corrupts
the minds of those who do not
clearly perceive and realize
what good is, and deprives
those of truths, who are in
good and earnestly desire
them; and that this truth is
confirmed by the regenerated
spiritual man.

20. Also that he is totally
deprived of the heavenly lif~

because he hath uncovered
his father's skirt. ..And all
the people shall say, ..Amen.

2 I. Cursed be he that
lieth with any manner of
beast. Arid all the people
shall say, Amen.

22. Cursed be he that
lieth with his sister, the
daughter of his father, or
the daughter of his mother.
A nd all the people shall sav,
..Amen , . •

23· Cursed. be he that
lieth with his mother in law,
Arid all the people shall say,
Amen.

24· Cursed be he that
srniteth his neighbour in
secret. And all the people
shall say, Amen.

25· Cursed be he that
taketh reward to slay an
innocent person, And all
the people shall say, Amen.

26. Cursed be he that
confirrnet h not the words of
this law to do them. And

who profanes good by con
tarnination with selfish love;
and that this truth is confirmed
by the regenerated spiritual
man.

2 I. Also that he is in a state
of condemnation who, in like
manner, corrupts the good of
the natural man by mixing it
with falsities; and that this
truth is confirmed by the
regenerated spiritual man.

22. Also that he is averted
from the Lord who profanes
the truth by contamination
with falsity in the understand
ing- proceeding either from in
terior hereditary affection or
from exterior, and that this
truth is confirmed by the re
generated spiritual man.

23. Also tha t he is separated
from the Lord, who profanes
the external truths of the
church; and that this truth
is confirmed by the regener
ated spiritual man.

24. Also that he is con
dcrnned who destroys charity
in himself or others by deceit;
and that this truth is con
firmed by the regenerated
spiritual man.

2 s. Also that he is con
demned, who from selfish
motives, violates innocence;
and that this truth is confirmed
by the regenerated spiritual
man.

26. And also, g-enerallv, t ha t
he is condemned, who j{I10\VS

and acknowledges the truth,
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l~EFERENCES AND NOTES

6. Building- the nlt nr of the Lord thy God of unhewn , or whole
stones; and offering burnt offerings unto the Lord thy God thereon,

5· '[here building an altar unto the Lord thy God, an altar of
stones, denotes that also in that heavenly state will the worship of
the Lord be according to Divine truths, 8940-1; and lifting up no
iron tool upon them, denotes that it will not be contaminated with
self-derived intelligence, 8940- r, 153.
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14· The Levites answering and saying unto all the men of Israel
with a loud voice, denotes that then it will be clearly perceived from
charity by means of the truths of the \Vord, 6943, 1822, 3Rii, ISS,
3654, R8IS·

13· These standing upon mount Ebal for the curse, denotes that
from the Internal the External will be accurately distinguished, and
that there evil had former-ly prevailed, 3 J36 , 795, chap. xi. 29, 3i9;
and Reu?en,. Gad, and .:\sh{'~, and Zebulun, Dan, and Naphtali,
denote faith 111 the understandinjr, good works, natural delight, the
pure law of marriage love, the faculty of accurately discerning truths
and affirminjr them, and the positive resistance of the natural man
to all evil, 3863, 386 1, 3934. 3935, 3938, 3939, 3960, 396 1, 3921, 3923,
392 i , 3928.

10. Obeying the voice of the Lord thy God, and doing his com..
mandments and his statutes, which I command thee this day, denotes
that therefore the obedience of the spiritual man is internally from
good conjoined with truth, and externally from truth conjoined with
good, and this perpetually, 63i4, 219, 2001, 5755, 3382, 7010, 5486,
2838.

I I. Moses charging the people the same day, saying, denotes the
dictate of Divine Truth to tIle spiritual Ulan, giving the perception,
i O l O , 5486• 1259, 2838, 1822.

12. 1 hese standing on mount Gerizim to bless the people, when ye
are passed over Jordan, denotes that still the internal man with its
truths, will be the means of the conjunction of man with the Lord,
in the heavenly state, 3 136, 795, chap. xi. 29, 35 14, 1259, 9014, 1443;
and Simeon, and Levi, and Judah, and Issachar, and Joseph, and
Benjamin, denote the new will of good, holy charity, celestial love,
the delight of usefulness, the celestial of the spiritual degree, and
the spiritual of the celestial, 38~, 38i 2 , 38i 5, 3877, 3880, 3881, 3956,
395i, 3969, 5469·

denotes that there the worship of the Lord will be from pure truths;
and by means of those truths will the affections of the heart be
adequately expressed in worship, 153, 454 1, 2001, 8940-1, 923.

7. Sacrificing peace offerings and eating there, denotes that this
worship will be perfectly harmonious in the natural degree, and
good will be appropriated there in freedom and heavenly peace, 923,
218;, 10,09i; and rejoicing before the Loid thy God, denotes the
presence of heavenly joy internally and externally, 47213, 2001.

8. \\rriting upon the stones all the words of this law very plainly,
denotes that thus Divine Truths will be confirmed in the natural
degree in all completeness and distinctness, 10,604, 1288, 3382.

9. Moses and the priests the Levites, speaking unto all Israel,
saying, Keep silence and hearken, 0 Israel, denotes that this
heavenly' state is derived by influx from Divine Truth and Divine
Good acting together, and filling the soul with the consciousness of
the Divine presence intimately, and producing willing obedience,
70 10 , 1728, 3S7i, 295 1, 3654, J822, 81i6, 2542; and" this day thou
art become the people of the Lord thy God," denotes a state of the
reciprocal conjunction of truth with good, 2838, 1259, 2001.

but neglects wilfully and care
lessly to live according to it;
and that this truth is con..
firmed by the regenerated
spiritual man.

3i4

all the people shall say,
Amen.

1. Moses and the elders of Israel commanding the people and
saying, Keep all the conunandrnent which I command you this day,
denotes that there is influx from the Lord by Divine Truth and
Good, with the man of the Spiritual Church, giving the perception
that the Word of the Lord is to be obeyed perpetually, 7010, 652 4-5 ,
3654, 5486, 1822, 3382, 2838

2 •. It being, denotes a succeeding state, 49i9; passing over Jordan
unto the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee, denotes when
man passes into the heavenly state by the removal of falsities, by
initiation into truths, and by the reception of good from the Lord,
90I-&, 4255 2 , 4255\ 3i05, 8899; and setting up great stones and
plaistering them with plaister , denotes that then truths will be
established in him because conjoined with good internally and
externally, 8940-1, 153, 222i, 1299 , 1300.

3. \Vriting- upon the stones all the words of this law when thou art
passed over , dr-notcs that these truths will be the basis for the interior
truths of the \Vord in that state, 8940~I, 10,603-4, 90 14, 42552 • 4255";
going- in to the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee, a land
flo\ving wit h milk and honey, denotes in order that good also may
be established, and made manifest in the external man by truths
thence derived, 3335, 3705, 2001, 8899, 8056, 3742; and U as the Lord
God of thy fathers hath promised thee," denotes according to the
promises of the Lord in the earlier stages of regeneration, 200 I.

3iOJ , 2~)51, 3654-

4. It being, denotes that it w ill happen spiritually, 49i9; passing
over Jordan, denotes introduction into the heavenly state, 9014;
setting up the stones, as commanded this day, denotes ultimate
truth established in the ultimate degree of his life, 8940-1, 153, 1585,
5486, 28J8; in 1110unt Ebal , denotes where evil had prevailed, chap.
xi. 2f); and plaistcring them with plaister , denotes conjunction with
good and coherence thereby, ver. 2.
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IS.' The man being cursed who maketh a graven or molten image,
denotes that they are .separated from the Lord, and fro In the heavenly
state, who outwardly worship Him from self-derived intelligence and
love, 379, 265 , SH69; an abonrination unto the Lord, denotes what is
totally opposed to heavenly love, 745.h 2001; the work of the hands
of the craftsman, denotes what is holy in outward appearance, 88696 ;
setting it up in secret, denotes what is inwardly profane, 10,406, 6354;
and all the people answering and saying, Amen, denotes that this
truth will be perpetually confirmed by the regenerated spiritual man,
1259, 6943, 1822. And the word, Amen, denotes confirmation, because
it means what is true, or the truth.

16. He being cursed who setteth light by his father or his mother,
denotes that it will be clearly perceived that he is separated from the
Lord, who despises Divine Good and Divine "[ruth proceeding from
I Iim , 379, 3i036; and all the people saying, Amen, denotes that this
truth will be confirmed by the regenerated spiritual man, 1259, 1822,
ver. 15.

17, lIe being cursed who rernoveth his neighbour's landmark,
denotes that he is in a state of condemnation who makes no dis
tinction between good and evil, or between truth and falsity, 379,
4883, 8063 , 79843

, 2425; and all the people saying, Amen, denotes
that this truth will be confirmed by the regenerated spiritual man,
1259, 1822, ver. IS.

18. I-Ie being cursed that maketh the blind to wander out of the
way, denotes that he is averted Irorn the Lord, who deceives the
ignorant by leading them into evil and error, 379, 2679, 2383, 10,422;
and all the people saying, Amen, denotes that this truth will be
confirmed by the regenerated spiritual man, 1259, 1822, ver. 15.

19· I Ie being- cursed that wrestcth the judgment of the stranger.
fat herless, and widow, denotes that he is condemned who perverts
th: spiritual life of those who are under instruction; corrupts the
nlln~s of those who do not perceive and realize what good is; and
deprives those of truths, who are. in good, and earnestly desire them,
379, 4844 1°, 9206-7 ; and all the people saying, Amen, denotes that
t his truth is confirmed by the regenerated spiritual man, 1259, 1822,
ver. 15.

20. I-Ie being cursed that lieth with his father's wife, because he
hath uncovered I.lis father's skirt, denotes that he is totally deprived
of the heavenly life, who profanes good by contamination with selfish
love, 634 8 ,. 37032°, 210, 996011, Lev. xviii. 8, xx, 1 I; and all the
people saYing, Arnon, denotes that this truth is confirmed by the
regenerated spiritual man, 1259, 1822, ver. 15.

21. He being cursed that lieth with anv manner of beast denotes
that he is in a state of condemnation who, in like manner' corrupts
the good of the natur~1 man, 46, 1326, 6348, Lev. xviii. 23, xx, 15;
and all the people saymp, Amen, denotes that this truth is confirmed
by the reg'eucrated spiritual man, 1259, 1822, ver. 15.

22. I-Je being cursed that li~th with his sister, the daughter of his
!ather, or the daughter of hIS mother, denotes that he is averted
~ronl the Lord, \vh~ profanes th.e trut~ by contamination with falsity
In the understanding proceeding either from interior hereditary

affection, or from exterior, 379, 6348, 1475, 568, 1815, 1895 ; and all
the people saying, Amen, denotes that this truth is confirmed by the
regenerated spiritual man, 1259, 1822, ver. IS.

23. He being cursed who Jieth w it h his IIIother in law, denotes
that he is separated from the Lord, who profanes the internal truths
of the church, 3i9, 6348, 10,490, Lev. x x , 14; and all the people
saying, Amen, denotes that this truth is confirmed by the regenerated
spiritual man, 1259, 1822, ver. IS.

24. He being cursed that srnitoth his neighbour in secret, denotes
that he is condemned who destroys charity in himself or in others
by deceit, 3i9, 9°12-3; and all the people saying, Amen, denotes that
this truth is confirmed by the regenerated spiritual man, 1259, 1822,
ver. IS-

25. He being cursed that taketh reward to slay an innocent person,
denotes that he is condemned, who, from selfish motives, violates
innocence, 379, 395 6, 4727, 92 6 2 ; and all the people saying, Amen,
denotes that this truth is confirmed by the regenerated spiritual man,
1259, 1822, ver, 15-

26. He being cursed that confirrneth not the words of this law, to
do them, denotes that, generally, he is condemned who knows and
acknowledges the truth, but neglects wilfully and carelessly, to live
according to it, 379. 1288, 3382, 5755; and all the people saying,
Amen, denotes that this truth is confirmed by the regenerated
spiritual man, 1259, 1822, ver. 15.

As the last chapter concluded w ith an account of the implantation
of good in the external man in the church and in heaven, so this
COITImenCes with an account of the establishment of truth there. For
the one certainly follows as a consequence of the other. In the
supreme sense, by Moses and the elders is represented Divine Truth
and Divine Good from the 140rd; and Divine Truth is first mentioned,
because the subject has special reference to truth. But secondly,
commanding denotes influx as we have frequently seen; and hence
we learn that it is by influx as to truth and good that the Lord
governs the man of the church and the angels of heaven. And since
this influx never compels, as it is quite contrary to character of the
Divine to compel, although the external form taken by influx is that
of a command, therefore we must here understand the freedom of the
heavenly life in externals, that is of the perfected heavenly life; and
at the same time, the self-compulsion of the spiritual man in his
preparatory states. For" such as have compelled themselves to
oppose evil and falsity, althoug-h, at first, they thou~ht that this was
from themselves or from thrir 0\\"0 power, yet being- afterwards
enlig-htened to see tha t their endeavour was from the Lord, even as
to the minutest particulars of the endeavour, these cannot in the
other life, be led by evil spirits, but are amongst the happy" (1937 3 ) .

Hence then we see the irnportanrr- of this connection of commanding
and influx; and we come next to consider the establishment of truth
which is represented by setting up g-reat stones. That stones signify
truth, and that to set up, denotes to establish I is evident [rorn the
correspondences in many parts of the Word, as we have seen; and
the fact that this establishment was to take place as soon as the
Israelites entered the promised land, indicates that when we come
into heaven the truths we have learned and practised on earth will
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be fully established in the External by conjunction w ith good. And
moreover, the good is signified appropriately by plaister. But see
another application of these correspondences in Lev. xiv. 40-45; and
we pass on to notice that the" words of this law," had to bc w rit ten
upon the stones. For this is another \vay of expressing the idea
of the full estnblishrnent of truth in the Blind, which is called the
continuation of truth. And whether it be evil and falsity or good
and truth, as in this section, we may easily understand that both
are confirmed by the intellect, and established in the life, either by
speaking or \vriting, and by actions, since these are the ultimates in
which mental and moral principles, or thoughts and atTections become
firmly fixed in the character.

.:\gain, another part of this full and cornplete establishment of
truth, is represented by building an altar. And here the altar is to
be of stones, and not of earth, because the Spiritual Church is the
subject, 8935, 8940. But observe, that all worship is from love; and
that although worship from t.ruth is distinguished from worship from
good, yet good is involved, that is the good of the Spiritual Church,
which is called charity, and which differs from the good of the
Celestial Church, which is love to the Lord especially. And thus
the altar of stones denotes worship from charity by truth, whereas
an altar of earth respectively denotes worship from love to the Lord
by charity, truth, with the Celestial, taking the form of charity which
is called mutual love, to distinguish it from charity with the Spiritual.
But now, the altar which was to be built, and which denotes the
worship of the Lord as just explained, was to be built particularly
of unhewn, or entire, or whole stones, to denote that the worship of
the man of the church and of the spiritual angels is not to be con
tnrninated with falsities; for whereas a tool of iron in the best sense
corresponds to truth, therefore in the opposite sense it corresponds
to falsity arising from self-derived intelligence. And here, we are
not to understand that the intellect, as well as the heart is not to
take part in worship, but that it is not to do so under the influence
of selfish or worldly love, since the very expression worship from
truth, which is denoted by an altar of stone, necessarily involves
the exercise of the understanding and the will together". Let us
then beware of worldly and selfish thoughts in worship, and even in
our preparatory state, let us emulate the perfect obedience of the
ang-els as described in the last t\VO verses of the section.

COIning- to the second section, we discover. on a careful study of
it, that it follows in an orderly "way the implantation of good in the
natural man, and the establishment and confirmation of truth there
when man is made perfect by regeneration; for, in its internal sense,
it describes the just and accurate distinction which is made between
g-ood and evil; shows that by good alone there is conjunction with
the Lord, and by evil alone is aversion from Hirn ; and that when
man is in the state of good, all the principles of his complex life are
arr.uured into order, while Iastlv the External itself, considered as to
good and truth, is completely harmonious, For here are two moun
tains both in the promised ·land, but evidently from the narrative
oppo~itp to one another, Gerizirn denoting good which accuratelv
<iisting-ui~hcs because it means cutters, and Ebal denoting evil ,
be-cause It means II heap that disperses; and therefore we do not
wrindr-r that the blessings were pronounced by those on mount
(;erizim, since good alone gives conjunction with the Lord sig-nified
b.:" bles~ing-, a~d that the curses were pronounced by those 'on 1110unt
Ebal, smce evil alone causes aversion from the Lord. Moreover. it
Inay be seen, that the curses were pronounced first, to denote that

evil must be rejected before the blessings could be realized. And if
we look into the matter a little more minutely, we shall observe,
that the three degrees of good in the man of the church are denoted
respectively, by the six tribes on mount Gcrizim, the six tribes on
mount Ebal, and the Levites ; while the union, or conjunction of all
truths in the ultimate, and their agreement with good, are denoted
by all the people answering, Amen, And to this tnay be added that
the Levi tes were the speakers in this case because it is good in the
ultimate, or good fully expressed in the natural man, which finally
rejects all evil, and this in particular is signified by cursing when
the curses are pronounced by the good; and indeed, especially is it
the case when the spiritual man is made perfect by regeneration.

And now something is to be said on the arrangement of the tribes
on this particular occasion. For we arc assured by the Revelator,
appointed as the instrument for the opening of the internal sense
of the Word, that the twelve tribes of Israel denote all the truths
of the church in general, and that where they are named all together,
and the order of naming them is different, it is on account of the
subject in the spiritual sense, so that some instruction is to be derived
from every case of the kind. Let us therefore consider the presen t
a little in the light of the general teaching here given, namely as
having respect to the full realization of the heaven-life by man, and
the full devotion of man to the worship and service of the Lord to
eternity. In the first place it is to be observed, that the six tribes
on Inount. G~rizim, al} denote relatively internal affections, namely
of good SIgnIfied by SImeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar and Joseph, and
tn;t~ from goo~ signified by Benjamin, these, of course, all apper
tairung to the Internal man; for when we are fully made perfect,
then good, ?r .Iove, and truth flowing: from and conjoined with love
hold the principal place. And secondly we see, that the six tribes
on mount Ebal all denote relativelv external affections namely
I{e~ben, Gad, and Asher slenoting faith, good works, and natural
?ehght; Zebulun denoting the conjunction of the external with the
!nternal man ; and Dan and Naphtali denoting truth now affirmed
In all fulness, and perfect resistance to evil; while the Levites who
are the speakers properly denote all the tribes in the ultimate or
natur~l man, united w ith good, and expressing not only the aversion
of evil from good, bu~ the full deliverance of good from evil; while
by the people answerrng, U Amen," as before observed is denoted
in one expression the completeness of the life of the pe;fect man or
ang-el.

But we may now proceed to the third section, and consider care
fully the v~rious thing-s that are denounced in their spiritual sense,
only observing generally. c.oncerning their literal sense, that they are
all clearly opposed to Divine Order, and therefore cannot but cause
the condemnation of those who are thus g-uilty, since it is not to be
reasonably expected that deliberate sin in any of these cases, can
have any other effect. I)or it is abundantly manifest from all human
cxpe~i('nce, th;~t a life of. g-oodncss and truth alone can produce r(;al
happiness. while the evils and falsities opposed to goodness and
truth, can only produce misery. So that, generally, everyone ought
to know t~at the l~\\'s of the I...ord, as exhibited in nature, and
(-'xpr<;sscd In revcla tion , are unchang-eable, and that nothing but
o.bedrence to those laws can have good results, and that every viola
t ion of them can anI): have bad re...sults. It is quite worth while,
there~or.e, to reflect s~nously upon all these matters, and to determine
that It .IS the be~t thIng even from a selfish point of view, to avoid
everything that IS not according to the manifest laws of life, and a
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much better thine to do so, because such things are sins against the
Lord, and are de~tructive of the happiness and real well-being of our
fellow creatures.

But now, the very first thing that is here condemne~ is all ,,·orsl.lip
from selfish intelligence and love; for this is the real l~olatry, \~·ll1Ch
inevitably separates man from the Lord. Secondly, still more IS .he
condemned who despises the goodness and truth. by mean.s of which
he lives, and must continue to live for ever. Thirdly, he IS lost who
makes no distinction between good and evil, or between truth and
falsity. And fourthly, that person is also lost who deliberately

E

innocence. And twelfthlv, he is averted from the Lord, who acknow
ledges the truth, but neglects wilfully to live according to it.

Before closing the commentary on this chapter, however, we think
a little ITIOre mav be said on the order of the tribes in the second
section, considering that it describes the celestial and spiritual king
doms of heaven, and in addition what nlay be a circle of the perfect
life of man, For the mounta ins Ger izim and Ebal, being both in
the promised land, which signifies heaven, would seem to imply that
evil is there as wel] as good, whereas there is neither evil nor falsity
in heaven; but the reason why still evil is represented is because the
account also relates to the church aIllong men on earth; and also
because every angel in heaven acknowledges that, of himself alone,
he is nothing but evil, and that he continually receives all good from
the Lord, 868. Nor can any angel ever forget that he has been
regenerated by the Lord; a nd therefore this picture of the two
mountains, and of the arrangement of the tribes six on each moun
tain periodically repeating the blessings and the curses, represents
this consciousness of man made perfect, that, apart from the Lord,
he is without good. And now, if we take the six tribes appointed
to stand on mount Gerizim and arrange them into the form of a
semicircle, and also the six tribes appointed to stand on mount Ebal,
arranged in the same way opposite their brethren, we shall have the
circle of Ii fe which has been spoken of, as below, the names being
arranged as in the section, and suggesting what they represent.
And observe that the quarters of heaven are denoted by the capitals,
the east taking the highest position, and the west the lowest, while
the south is on the right of the cast, and the north on the left.l----------*::----------. Ns

deceives the ignorant by persuading them that falsity is truth, and
thus that evil is good. Again, fifthly, he is condemned, who injurc-,
the spiritual li fe of those under instruction; corrupts the minds of
those who do not perceive and realize what good is, because only
in S0I11e truths; and deprives those of truths who are in good and
earnestly desire them, Sixthly, he is totally deprived of the heavenly
life, who profanes good by contamination with selfish love, through
the falsity thereof. Seventhly, he is in a state of condenlnatio~, who,
in like manner, corrupts the good of the natural man, And eighthly,
he is averted from the Lord, who profanes the truth by contamina
tion with falsity in the understanding, proceeding- either from interior
hereditary affection or exterior. Also, ninthly, he is separated from
the Lord~ who profanes the internal truths of the church. Tenthly,
he is condemned who destroys charity in himself or others by deceit.
Eleventhly, he is condemned, who, from selfish motives violates
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l'HE CONTEr\TS OF EACH VERSE

S U~I~IARY OF TIlE SPIRITCAL SENSE

I. Concerning the various spiritual blessings, which the man of
the Spiritual Church will enjoy through his conjunction with the
Lord in every state of his angelic life, if he is earnestly obedient to
ll irn Who is Divine Good united to Divine Truth, in the course of
his regeneration, which blessings indeed, are all involved in his
being raised far above all the evils and errors of the merely natural
life, verso 1-14.

2. Also concerning the vastation of the corrupted man, or the
corrupted church, in its many different aspects, showing that it is
brought about, entirely by his determined and persistent disobedience
to the laws of Divine Order, and consists in complete separation
from all good, and consequently from all truth, and in a final state
of merely natural and sensual love, and compulsory obedience to
truth separated from good, in his own sphere, entirely from the
fear of suffering or punishment, verso 15-68.

8. l"his conjunction also
shall effect the preservation
of g-ood internally; the exer
cises of good interiorly; and
the life of the external man.

9. And Divine Good will
establish the man of the
church in Divine Truths, par
ticularly according to the sure
promises of the Word, pro
vided he shall be in the \villing
reception of good inwardly,
and of truth outwar-dly by
living according to them.

to the con junction of doctrine
with life inwardly and of doc
trine with life outwardly,

4- And indeed it will involve
conjunction with the Lord as
to interior good, and as to in
terior truth; as to exterior
good, and as to exterior truth;
and as to innocence derived
from the good of charity.

5. Also it will have respect
to the receptacles of truth in
the understanding, and to the
receptacles of good in the will,

. 6. And to every change of
state as to advancement from
Exteriors to Interiors, or from
I ntcriors to Exteriors.

7- Moreover, in this state
of conjunction Divine Good
will give to the spiritual man
full power to repress the evils
that are excited in him; for
they will be manifested in tem
porary states of truth without
good, but will be overcome
and dispersed in the sabbath
state of truth conjoined with
good.

in the city, and blessed shalt
thou be in the field.

8. l""he LORI) shall C0I11

mand the blessing upon thee
in thy barns, and in all that
thou" puttest thine hand
unto; and he shall bless
thee in the land which the
LORD thy God giveth thee.

9. The Lord shall estab
lish thee for an holy people
unto himself, as he hath
sworn unto thee; if thou
shalt keep the command
ments of the LORD thy God,
and walk in his' \\·ays.

4. Blessed shall be the
fruit of thy body, and the
fruit of thy ground, and
the fruit of thy cattle, the
increase of thy kine, and
the young of thy flock.

s. Blessed shall be thy
basket .and thy kneading
trough.

6. Blessed shalt thou be
when thou cornest in, and
blessed shalt thou be when
thou goest out.

7. The LORD shall cause
thine enemies that rise up
against thee to be smitten
before thee: they shall come
out against th~e one \vay,
and shall flee before thee
seven \vays.

2. 1\150 he will have con
junction with the Lord inter
nally and externally, if he is
thus obedient.

3. For this will have respect

I. It will happen, if the
Spiritual man is earnestly
obedient to the Lord, Who is
good conjoined with truth;
and if he makes use of his
understanding that he nlay
discern truth, and thus prac
tise truths in every state, that
he will be elevated by the
Lord above all the evils in
the church corrupted, or in the
unregenerated external man.

2. Arid all these blessings
shall come upon thee, and
overtake thee, if thou shalt
hearken unto the voice of
the LORD thy God.

3. Blessed shalt thou be
382

I. And it shall come to
pass, if thou shalt hearken
diligently unto the voice of
the l~ORD thy God, to ob
serve to do all his command
ments which I command
thee this day, that the Loan
thy God will set thee on
high above all the nations
uf the earth :
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10. .Ynd all the peoples of
the earth shall see that thou
art called bv the name of the
L.lORD; and they shall be
afraid of thee. "

J I. Arid the LORD shall
make thee plenteous for
good, in the fruit of thy
body, and in the fruit of
thy cattle, and in the fruit
of thy ground, in the land
which the I.JORD sware unto
thy fathers to give thee.

12. The LORD shall open
unto thee his good treasure
the heaven to give the rain
of thy land in its season,
and to bless all the 'York of
thine hand: and thou shalt
lend unto nlany nations, and
thou shalt not borrow,

130 ~;\ nd the LORD shall
make thee the head, and not
t he tail; and thou shalt be
above only, and thou shalt
not be beneath; if thou shalt
hearken unto the command
ments of the I.JORI) thy God,
which I command thee this
day, to observe and to do
them ;

14. And shalt not turn
aside from any of the words
which I command you this

10. And then it will happen
that every faculty of the
natural man w ill perceive the
superiority of what is spiritual,
as having a quality from
Divine Truth : and will be in
spired w ith holy fear grounded
in love.

I I. And, indeed, good will
manifest itself abundantly in·
respect to all interior a.lffec
tions, all exterior affections,
and also in respect to every
thing in the external man,
according to the irrevocable
promises of the Lord to man
in the earlier stages of his
regenera tion.

12. And besides all this, the
obedient spiritual man will
have the interiors of his mind
open to the reception of hea
verily truths according to the
requirements of his states;
and for the full conjunction of
his actions with the Lord; and
while he will be inspired to
communicate truths to every
one, he will be free from the
selfish desire of appropriating
the truths of others.

13. Moreover, good from
the Lord will have pre
eminence with him; nor will
sensual delights prevail; and
he will be elevated bv truths,
and no longer deluded" by falsi
ties, if only he is obedient, in
every statc, to the precepts
of the Word, both in under
standing and will,

14. And does not allow him
self to be led astray by falsi
ties either in affection or
thought; or into the worship

day, to the right hand, or to
the left, to go after other
gods to serve them.

15- But it shall come to
pass, if thou wilt not
hearken unto the voice of
the LOR[) thy God. to ob
serve to do ali his command
ments and his statutes which
I command thee this day:
that all these curses shall
come upon thee. and oyer
take thee.

16. Cursed shalt thou be
in the city. and cursed shalt
thou be in the field.

Ii· Cursed shall be th v
basket and thy kneading
trough.

18. Cursed shall be ·"the
fruit of thy body, and the
fruit of th}' ground, the in=
crease of thy kine and the
young of th)" flock'.

19· Cursed shalt thou be
when thou cornest in. and
cursed shalt thou be when
thou goest out.

20. The L.. ORD shall send
upon thee cursing, discern
fiture, and rebuke, in all that
thou puttest thine hand unto
for to do, un ti I thou be
destroyed, and until thou
perish quickly: because of
the ev il of" til v doi n as

I .. b •
w rerebv thou hast forsaken
me.

cc

of self and the world and into
the falsities thence derived.

15. But, on the other hand,
it will happen, when the man
of the Spiritual Church is dis
obedient to the Word of the
Lord, and neglects to learn
and practise the truths inter
nal and external which that
\\'ord sets forth continually,
that he will be separated from
the Lord, according to the
perver-sions of truth in which
he indulges.

I G. And then he will be
averted from the Lord as to
the doctrine of truth inwardly
and outwardly :

17· Also as to the recep
tacles of truths in .the under
standing, and the receptacles
of good in the will ;

18. Also as to interior good
and as to interior truth; as
to exterior good, and as to
innocence derived from the
good of charity;

I g. Also in cycry change of
state as to advancement from
Exteriors to I nteriors, or from
I nteriors to Exteriors.

20. Also the man who is
disobedient brings upon him
self aversion from the Lord as
to the will, as to the under
standing, and as to his out...
w a r d life in eyery action
thereof, until complete vasta
tion comes upon him, both as
to good and as to truth, on
account of his evil practices
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21. The LORD shall make
the pestilence cleave unto
thee, until he have con
surned thee f rom off the
land, whither thou goest in
to possess it.

22. The LORI) shall smite
thee with consumption, and
with fever, and with inflam
mation, and with fiery heat,
and with the sword, and
with blasting, and with
mildew : and they shall
pursue thee until thou
perish.

23. And thy heaven that
is over thy head shall be
brass, and the earth that is
under thee shall be iron.

24. The I..IoRD shall make
the rain of thy land powder
and dust: from heaven shall
it COIne down upon thee,
until thou be destroyed.

25. The I...IORD shall cause
thee to be smitten before
thine enern ies : thou shalt
go out one \\'ay agai nst
them, and shalt flee seven
wavs before them : and thou
shalt be tossed to and fro
;lI11ong all the kingdorns of
the earth.

26. And thy carcase shall
he meat unto ~ll fowls of the

by which he separates himself
frorn the Lord.

2 I. For thus he brings him
self into a state of the profana
tion of truth, leading to utter
vastation as to all things of
heaven and the church, which
he has received from the Lord
to use as if they were his own.

2~. And thus being deprived
of truth, he will indulge de
praved affections in their
threefold character of sensual
love, worldly love, and selfish
love with their corresponding
falsities, by which all true
spiritual life will be lost.

23. And thus, for the good
of the internal man, will be
substituted merely natural
affection, and for the good of
the external, merely natural
intelligence.

24. Also a state of con
dcrnnation as to both will and
understanding will take the
place of Divine Revelation;
for the vastated man perverts
the influx from heaven, so that
he loses the knowledge of all
truths.

25. And the consequence of
this is, that he has no po\\'er
to resist evil, because his
opposition is only from selfish
love, and he h-as confirmed
himself in Iulncss against all
truths; and thus his intellect
ual powers arc giyen up to
the phantasies of the merely
natural man. -

26. And thus, too, men'
selfish love attracts to itself a ll

air, and unto the beasts of
the earth, and there shall be
none to fray them a\vay.

2i. The LORD shall smite
thee with the boil of Egypt,
and with the emerods, and
with the scurvy, and with
the itch, whereof thou canst
not be healed.

28. The LORD shall smite
thee with madness. and with
blindness, and with aston
ishment of heart:

29 • A nd thou shalt grope
at noonday, as the blind
gropeth in darkness, and
thou shalt not prosper in thy
ways: and thou shalt be
only oppressed and spoiled
alway, and there shall be
none to save thee.

30. Thou shalt betroth a
wife, and another man shall
lie with her: thou shalt
build an house, and thou
shalt not dwell therein:
thou shalt plant a vineyard,
and shalt not use the fruit
thereof.

3 1 • Thine ox shall be
slain before thine eyes, and
thou shalt not eat thereof:
thine ass shalt be violently
taken a,vay from before thy
face, and shall not be re-
.stcred to thee: thy sheep
shall be given unto thine

falsi ties and all evils by w hic h
the remains of truth and good
are consumed; nor can such
falsities and evils be any more
dispersed.

27. Moreover, the vastated
ITIan is spiritually afflicted
from the lusts and fallacies of
the merely natural life, both
internally and externally,
which cannot be removed.

28. And he has rendered
himself insane as to the will
with strong passions, and
blind as to the understanding
with falsities, because his
ruli ng love is evil.

29. The consequence of
which is, that the heat and
light of heaven are thick
darkness and dense obscurity
to him, and he cannot com
prehend any truths; for he is
v astated as to all truth and
good; nor does he any longer
desire salvation.

30 . And thus in the place of
the heavenly marriage of truth
with good is the infernal con
junction of falsity with evil;
the au tward appearance of
good contains within it no
genuine love of good; and the
outward appearance of truth
contains within it no genuine
love of truth.

3I. Arid thus too, natural
Rood is deprived of life by
falsities in the understanding,
nor can it be appropriated;
natural truth is entirely re
jected through the lusts of
evil, nor can it any more be
accepted; charity is alienated)
and appropriated by the truly
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enemies, and thou shalt
have none to save thee.

,,2. Thv sons and thy
daught~rs shall be given
unto another people, and
th i ne eves shall look, and
fail \\"ith longing for them
all the day: and there shall
be nought in the power of
thine hand.

.)3. T IIe f ruitof t hr
ground, and all thy labours,
shall a nation which thou
knowest not eat up; and
thou shalt be only oppressed
and crushed alway :

34. So that thou shalt be
mad for the sight of thine
eyes which thou shalt see.

35. The I-JoRD shall sm ite
thee in the knees, and in the
legs, with a sore boil, where
of thou canst not be healed,
f rom the sole of th V" foot
unto the crown of thy head.

36. The IJORD shall bring
thee, and thy king which
thou shalt set over thee,
unto a nation which thou
hast not known, thou nor
thy fathers; and there shalt

spiritual man; and it is not
possible to deliver the vastated
man from his own confirmed
life.

32. 1\150 all truths and good
affections will be withdrawn
from him, and will be appro
priated by the good, even with
the consen t of the perverted
understanding, which only re
g-rets their loss as a means of
doing evil; nor can the vas
tated man, indeed, perform
any good action sincerely.

33. And besides, intellectual
work done by the vastated
man from fear of punishment
becomes, both as to under
standing and will a benefit
to the good whom now he no
longer understands nor appre
ciates; while in reality he him
self is deprived of all truth and
all good.

34-. So that infernal rage
seizes him on the mere con
ternplation of good, or at the
mere sight of an angcl.

35. Also he brings upon
himself as to the conjunction
of the external with the inter
nal I11an, and as to the exter
nal man itself, the effects of
filthy lusts which are con
tinually : and this happens to
him not only as to his lowest
sensual po\vers, but also as
to his inmost life.

36. Also he brings upon
himself both as to will and
understanding, evils of which,
previously, he has been ig
norant, and which have been
unknown to the corrupted
churches; and in consequence,

thou serve other gods, wood
and stone.

37 ....\nd thou shalt be
come an astonishment, a
proverb, and a bv-word,
anlong all the peoples
wh ither the L.ORD shall lead
thee awav ,

-'

38. Thou shalt carry
much seed out into the field,
and shalt gather little in;
for the locust shall consume
it.

39. Thou shalt plant vine
yards and dress them, but
thou shalt neither drink of
the w ine, nor gather the
grapes; for the worm shall
eat them.

40. Thou shalt have olive
trees throughout all thy""bor
ders, but thou shalt not
anoint thyself with the oil·
for th ine .10 Jive s ha II castit .~
fruit.

4 I. Thou shal t beget sons
and daughters, but they
shall not be thine; for they
shall go into capt iv ity , ..

4 2 • :\JI thy trees and the
fruit of thy ground shall the
locust posses~.

43. The st ranjrer that ;5
in the midst of thee shall
mount up above thee higher

he becomes the slave of In
fernal falsities, these both
affecting his feelings and
thoug-hts.

Ji. And he becomes an
object of contempt in its three
fold character as to the will ,
understanding, and life, even
to those with whom he is
associated.

38. He will indeed still exer
cise his reasoning powers
inmostly, but their results for
any good will be lost through
mere sensuality.

39. He will, in the proba
tionary state, have the out
\\:ard forms of spiritual prin
ciples, and power to cultivate
them, but they will be wasted
by falsities of the lowest kind.

40. And he will ever put on
the outward appearance of
celestial affections, but he will
not appropriate good, for good
will be vastated with him.

4 I. Also, as a corrupted
church, he will seem to de
velop truths and their affec
tions, but he will not reallv
possess them, because the,"
will be the servants of selfisl{
ness.

42" For every perception of
truth and every production of
good thence, will be destroyed
by sensual love. ..

43. Also those who are in
sjrnple good, in such a state
of the church, or those under
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and higher; and thou shalt
come down lower and lower,

44. I-Ie shall lend to thee,
and thou shalt not lend to
h irn : he shall be the head,
and thou shalt be the tail.

45. And all these curses
shall come upon thee, and
shall pursue thee, and over
take thee, till thou be
destroved : because thou
hearkeriedst not unto the
voice of the LORD thy God.
to keep his commandments
and his statutes which he
commanded thee:

46. And they shall be
upon thee for a sign and for
a wonder, and upon thy seed
for ever:

47. Because thou servcdst
not the I.JoRD thy God with
joyfulness, and with glad
ness of heart, by reason of
the abundance of all things:

48. Therefore shalt thou
serve thine enemies which
the LORD shall send against
thee, in hunger, and in
thirst, and in nakedness, and
in want of all things: and
he shall put a yoke of iron
upon thy neck, until he have
destroyed thee.

4<). "rile Lonn shall bring

instruction, w ill really be
superior to their instructors,
while the latter will be really
inferior.

44. For the good, by their
presence, unconsciously sup
port the corruptions of a false
religion,. but these do not
benefit the good, who hold the
higher place while the wicked
a re in the lower,

45. And indeed, the cor
rupted church, and the evil
spirit, are altogether averted,
frOITI the Lord, in thought, in
feeling, and in life, being
spiritually destroyed, because
they are disobedient to Di
vine Truth conjoined with
Divine (;000, and the truths
internal and external thence
proceeding.

46. And this state of a ver
sion will cause astonishment
both outwardly and inwardly
among the good continually,

47. Because the corrupted
church, and the evil spirit,
have forsaken the true worship
of the Lord in heart and in
understanding, in spite of the
abundance of good and truth
f rom II im,

48. And thus it must happen
to the corrupted man, that he
will be the slave of evils, with
destitution as to good and
truth interior and exterior;
and that he will be compelled
to obey the laws of order, in
his own sphere, by truths
separated from good, until he
is utterly vastated.

49. For good will still have

d. nation against thee from
far, from the end of the
earth, as the eagle Rieth; a
nation whose tongue thou
shalt not understand;

50 . ..:\ nation of fierce
countenance, which shall
not regard the person of the
old, nor shew favour to the
young:

5 I. And he shall eat the
fruit of thy cattle, and the
fruit of thy ground, untit
thou be destroyed: which
also shall not leave thee
corn, wine, or oil, the in
crease of thy kine, or the
young of thy flock, until he
have caused thee to perish.

52...\nd he shall besiege
thee in all thy gates, until
thy high and fenced walls
come down, wherein thou
trustedst, throughout all thy
land: and he shall besiege
thee in all thy gates
throughout all thy land,
which the LiaRD thy God
hath giyen thee.

53. And thou shalt eat the
fruit of thine own body, the
flesh of thy sons and (;f th Y
daughters \\"hlch the LORI)
thy God hath given thee; in
the siege and in the strait
ness, wherewith thine ene
mies shalf straiten thee.

all power against evil, although
it is remote therefrom, being
separated from the corrupted
church, yet exercising a direct
and forcible influence there,
through the la ws of order that
the wicked cannot understand
but are compelled to obey.

So. For Divine Good ap
pears to the wicked as anger,
and Divine Truth thence is
inflexible in its operation, and
does not in the least favour
evil, either when it is con
firmed or when it is incipient.

5 I. And the vastated man
will be compelled by fear to
submit both in affection and
thought, to the control of
Divine Truth, and entirely
f rom selfishness, being, at
length, deprived of all natural,
spiritual, and celestial good,
and of every principIe of inno
cence either in the external or
internal man, so that fear
alone prevails.

52. Also the corrupted man
will be brought under the
forcible dominion of Divine
Truth, not only as to the affec
tions internally, but as to the
thoughts externally, until all
opposition to good, even good
as it appears in his own
sphere, is overcome in every
department of his infernal life.

53. And thus he will ap
propriate nothing but his own
evils both as to those of his
ruling love, and as to the falsi
ties and evils thence derived,
in the state of compulsion and
restraint, which his own con
firmed wickedness has brought
upon him.
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54. The 111an that is ten
der alnong you, and very
delicate, his eye shall be evil
toward his brother, and
toward the wife of his
bOS0I11, and toward the rem
nant of his children which
he hath rernaining :

55. So that he will not
give to any of them of the
flesh of his children \"h0I11
he shall eat, because he hath
nothing left hirn : in the
si~ge and in the straitness,
wherewith thine enemy shall
straiten thee in all thy gates.

56. The tender and deli
cate \\"0111an among you,
which would not adventure
to set the sole of her foot
upon the ground for deli
cateness and tenderness, her
eye shall be evil toward the
husband of her bosom, and
toward her son, and toward
her daughter;

5 i· And toward her
young one that cometh out
f rom bet ween her feet, and
toward her children which
she shall bear; for she shall
eat them for want of all
things secretly: in the siege
and in the straitness, where
with thine enemy shall
straiten thee in thy gates.

54. And in this state of
complete vastation, even those
who are not so deeply im
mersed in falsity and evil
thence, will act from the Ials
itv derived from their evil,
towards those who are most
nearly associated with them,
even towards those who are
allied with them in the infernal
marriage, and those who are
in affinity as to lusts and falsi
ties, or as to remains not yet
wholly indrawn with them.

55. For the wicked in the
hells, are void of charity, be
cause they have destroyed
remains, in the state of corn
pulsion and restraint which
they have brought upon them
selves, and in which they are
obliged to submit to the laws
of Divine Order, as to their
outward life and actions.

56. ,\150 those who are not
so deeply immersed in evil and
falsity thence derived, and
who have not so fully imbued
evil in the natural man either
.as to the will or understand
ing, shall act from falsity
derived from evil towards
those who are allied with them
in the infernal marriage, and
towards those who are in
affinity with them as to
thought and affection.

5,· \Pea , even to whatever
is derived in their life of evil,
lrom that conjunction both as
to evil and falsity; for such
persons will appropriate no
thing but their own evils and
falsities because remains have
been utterly destroyed in them,
and they are compelled to sub
mit to the laws of Divine
Order as to their outward life
and actions.

58. I f thou wilt not ob
serve to do all the words of
this law that are w r it te n in
this book, that thou mayest
fear this glorious and fearful
name, TilE LORD TIIY GOl);

59. Then the 1...ORD will
make thy plagues wonder
Iul, and the plagues of thy
seed, even great plagues,
and of long continuance,
and sore sicknesses, and of
long continuance.

60 ...And he will bring
upon thee again all the dis
eases of Egypt, w h ich thou
wast afraid of; and they
shall cleave unto thee .• ' ..

61. Also every sickness,
and e\"ery plague, which is
not written in the book of
this law, them w i ll the LORD
bring upon thee, until thou
be destroyed.

(>2 ....Vnd ve shall be left
Iew in number, whereas ve
were as the stars of heaven
for In ultitude ; ,..because thou
didst not hearken unto the
voice of the IJORD thy God.

sS. And also, this will hap
pen because the wicked have
failed to learn and practise
those laws , which were re
vealed to them, and are in
scribed upon their memories,
that man might choose to
wor-ship according to them in
w ardlv in will and understand
ing, ~~nd thus adore the ONLY
LORD I~ \\T H 0 1\1 DIVI~E LOVE

:\:\D I)IYI~E \\iISDOM ARE

O:-':E:-

59. On this account, there
fore, the wicked bring upon
themselves their own con
firmed states of evil, and per
petuate them both "in will and
in thought, and in action to
eternity.

60, And thus they confirm
in themselves all the evils of
the merely natural state, Ir orn
which man suffers before re
generation, and which now
they have adopted as their
own,

61, But nevertheless, the
evils from which the wicked
thus suffer, both in under
standing and will , are not
derived Irorn Divine 'Truth,
but have been confirmed from
free choice, until they have
vasta ted t hernselves as to all
good and truth.

{,2. 'Thus also they are \vith
out remains. although still
capable of receiving life Irorn
the Lord which they pervert,
wherea s the good have abun
dantly remains in their natural
man ,,' through regeneration,
while the wicked have been
wilfully and persistently dis
obedient.
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l~EFERE='CES A='D NOTES

2. All these blessings coming upon thee, and overtaking thee, if
thou shal~ hearken u.nto t~e \"o~cc of the Lord thy God, denotes that
also he w ill have conjunction with the Lord internally and externally
if he is thus obedient, J514, 61 Ii, 8 J:"S' 2542" 21g, 200 I. '

I. I t ~onli~~ to pass, denotes ~hat it will happe-n spiritually, 4979;
!lcarkenlng .dlltgently unto the voice of the Lord thy God, and observ
Ing and doing all his commandments which I command thee this
day, denotes that if the spiritual man is earnestlv obedient to the
Lord, Who is good conjoined w it h truth: and if -he makes usc of
!lis understanding, that he may discern truth, and thus practise truths
in every st~~te. 254~, 2 H), 200~, 3382, iOlo, 5486, 3654, 2838; and the
Lord thy God settmg thee high above all the nations of the earth,
denotes elevation by the Lord above all the evils in the church
corrupted or in the unrcgenerated external man, 2001, 5288, 2148,
1259, 566-j· ,

63 ....And it shall come to
pass, that as the L,ORD re
joiced over you to do you
good, and to multiply you;
so the LORD wi ll rejoice over
you to cause you to perish,
and to destroy you; and ye
shall be plucked from off the
land whither thou sroest in

. b
to possess 1t.

64....And the LORD shall
scatter thee among all
peoples, from the one end
of the earth even unto the
other end of the earth; and
there thou shalt serve other
gods, wh ich thou hast not
known, thou nor thy fathers,
even wood and stone.

6~. Arid among these
nations shalt thou find no
ease, and there shall be no
rest for the sole of thv foot:
but the IJoRD shall give thee
th~~e a trembling heart, and
fading of eyes, and pining
of soul:

66. And thy life shalt
hang in doubt before thee;
and thou shalt fear night
and day, and shalt have
none assurance of thy life:

6i. Jn the morninjz thou
shalt say. ""ould God it

63. And it therefore happens
that, as the Lord from Divine
Mercy desires their eternal
salvation, by the reception of
good and truth in abundance;
so now while still receptive of
life which cannot be with
drawn, .and which they per
vert, they reject all good and
truth, and deprive themselves
of the felicities of eternal life
in heaven which the Lord is
willing' to give to every one:
who sincerely desires it.

(J4. And thus too, it happens
that the wicked are separated
from all good and truth, while
yet by these they are governed
extern~lly, nor is there any
exception. For they love in
ternally the falsities of their
own acquired life, with their
evils, although they were not
compelled to do this, since
they were born ignorant of
falsity, and were not compelled
to choose evil.

65. And thence also the
wicked have no delight in the
good through which they are
controlled, nor have they any
satisfaction in being com
pelled to obey any ultimate
truths: but they are compelled
by their ruling love of self, bv
their capacity to think as men
and by thei~ need of activit;
thence, to be obedient.

66. But still they have no
certainty of satisfaction in
their lives, and are governed
entirely by their fear of suf
fering in every state, not
h~ving th.e assurance of hap
pIness which good alone gives.

6i. For when, in the enjoy
ment of their delights the

were even ! and at even thou
shalt say, Would God it
were morning! for the fear
of thine heart which thou
sl~alt ~ear, and for the sight
of thine eves which thou
shalt see. ,;

68. And the LORD shall
b~ing th~e into Egypt again
with ShiPS, by the \vay
whereof I said unto thee,
Thou shalt see it no more
again: and there ve shall
sell yourselves unto your
enemies for bondmen and
for bondwomen, and no man
shall buy you.

truth which, to them, is ob
scure, will compel them to
observe its limits; and when
thus in their state of restraint,
they will long for its relaxa
ti?n; for t~e fear of suffering
\\'111 alone Induce obedience in
them, and this will influence
both their wills and under
standings.

68. And thence they will be
come more and more merely
natural through their experi
ences, because they have
averted themselves from the
Lor:d, although they had, in
their state of probation, been
assured of deliverance; and
consequently they will alienate
themselves more and more
from the Lord and from
heaven, and become the wil
ling slaves of selfish and
worldly love; and it will be
imposible for them to realize
good and truth, because these
cannot appropriate evil and
falsity.
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J. Being blessed in the cit v and blessed in the field, denotes the
conjunction of doctrine with life inwardly, and outwardly. 35'4,
4° 2 , Jf>8.

-l: Btling bh)s~('d, denotes conjunction w it h the Lord, 351-l, the
fruit. of t!lY body, and t~lP fruit of thy g-round, denote interior good
and Interior truth, 55 2 , b135; and the fruit of thv cattle, the increase
of thy kine, and tI.le young of thy flock, denote exterior good, and
e x tr-rror truth, and Innocence der ived from charity, 6126, 5198, 10,132.

5. Blessed being thy basket and thy kneading trough, denotes
what ruln tr-s to receptacles of truth in the understanding and recep-
tuck-s of gooJ in the will, 35 14, 5 1..J ·r l

, 7356. '

o. Being .bless~d \~·hel1 thou comest in, and when thou goest out,
denotes conjunction III everv change of state as to advancement from
exteriors to interiors, or [rom interiors to exteriors, 35 1" , 992i.

7: 'The Lord causing thine enemies that rise up against thee to be
S~l1llt('n !)efo~e thee, dcno~e.s that in this state of conjuncrion Divine
(,uod \\'111 gl.ve tc? th<: spiritual man full po\,-er to repress the evils
that. are excited In 111111, 2001, 2H51, 4251, 10,413; and corning out
ag-all1st thee one \,"ay, and fleeing- before thee seven wavs, denotes
that they will be manifested in temporary states of truth without
good, but will be overcome and dispersed in· the sabbath state of truth
conjoined with good, 10,4 13 , 9530, 2234, 1689 , 84.

8. :rhe Lord commanding t~e blessing upon thee in thy barns,
and In all that thou puttest thine hand unto, denotes that this con
jllnct~OJ1 also shal! efT~ct the preservation of good internally, and the
t'xerc~ses of good In t.erlody, 200', 5486, 35' 4, 9552, 7442; and blessing
t!lee III the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee, denotes in the
hfe of the external man, 35 14, 9 13 , 8899.

<)- 'file Lord establishing ] srael as a holy people unto himself as
he hath sworn, denotes that Divine Good will establish the man of
t h» l:hurch in ])}vinc Truths, particularly according to the sure
prouu:«:s of the \\on.I, 2001, Jh:;-l, 9229, 1259, 28-l2; and keeping the
COllllllandlnel~ts of the Lord t!lY God, and walking in his ways,
dr not cs provided he shall be In the w illirur reception of good ill
w.irdlv and of truth out wnrdly by living- according to them, 3382,
200 I, 5 19, 22J-l.

10. All the peoples of the earth seein~ that thou art called bv the
name of the Lord, and being afraid of thee. denotes that then it will
happt:n,. that every !aculty. of the natural man , will perceive the
~~p('nonty of . \\"hat:s ~plntua.t, as having a quality from Divine.
I ruth; and \"111 be inspired w it h holy fear grounded in love 12"9
(PJ,215o,b8S7,2826. '" , :>.'

I I. The Lord making thee plenteous for good, in the fruit of thv
~ody, and in th~ fruit of thy cattle, and in the fruit of thy ground,
In the land '::lllCh the Lord swnr« unto thy fathers to give thee,
denot('~ tha.t Indeed .good w ill ma nifest itself abundantly in respect
to all Inte~10r ;.dTectlons, all exterior affections, and also in respect
to (1\~er.Ytlllng I n the external man, according to the irrevocable
promises of the Lord to man in the earlier stages of regeneration,
2001, 5276, 552

, 612b, go, 3705, 28 42 , 3703, 8899.

.12. The Lord opening unto thee his good treasure the heaven, to
gIve the rain of thy land in its season, and to bless all the work of
thine hand, denotes that besides all this, the obedient spiritual man
will have the interiors of his mind open to the reception of heavenly
truths, according to the requirement of his states, and for the full
~onjuncti(?n of his actions w it h the Lord, 2001, 89i,1, 30482, li33,
S899, 84 16 , 9 13, 3i, 351.1, 10,331, 8;8; and lending- unto many nations
and not borrowing, denotes that he will be inspired to communicate
truths to everyone, and that he will be free from the selfish desire
of appropriating the truth of others, 9'74'

13. The Lord making thee the head and not the tail; being abOVE:
only and not beneath; "if thou shalt hearken unto the command
ments of the Lord thy God which I command thee this dav, to
observe and to do them," denotes that good from the Lord will "'have
pr~-eminence with t~e spir-itual rnan , nor will sensual delights pn.'
vall; and that he wi ll be elevated bv truths, and no longer deluded
by falsit~es, if only he i~ obedient in every state to the principles
of the \\ ord both in understanding- and will, 6Q5 2fl, 2542. 3382, 7010.

5486 , 2838, 683. -

J4. Not turning aside Ir orn any of the words which I C0J1101and
you this day, to the right hand or to the left, to go after other gods
to :e.rve !hcm,. denotes. not allowing himself to be led astray by
falsities either In affection or thought, or into the worship of self
and the world, and into the falsities thence derived, 4816, 1288,
70 10 , 54 86, 2838 , 44 10 , 3 19 1 , 8867, 88i3·

15. It COOling to pass, if thou shalt not hearken unto the voice
o! the Lord thy. God, to observe to do all his commandments and
his statutes, which I command thee this day, denotes that it will
h~ppen, when the man of !he Spiritual Chur~h is disobedient to the
~'ord of the Lord, and -rH~glects to learn and practise the truths
Internal and external, \\'hi~h that \\·ord sets forth continually, 497<.),
254 2 , 21 9 , 200J, ~382, 5486, 2838; and all these curses corning upon
thee and over.taklng thee, denotes that he will be separ-ated from the
Lord, accor)(lIn~ to the pr-rvcrsions of truth in which he indulges,
379, 611 7, ~J55·

Ih. Being cursed in th« city arid in t hr- field, denotes aversion Irom
the L0r.d, as to the doctrine of truth inwardly and outwardly, 379,
40 2 , 36S.

17.. Being cursed as to the basket and kneading-trough, denotes
aversl~)Jl also ~tS to recr-p tnclr-s of truth in the understanding, and
good in the \\"111, 379, 5 144-1, 7356.

18_ Being cursed as to the fruit of t hv body, the fruit of t hv
grour~d, the inc:eas~ of thy kine. and the y()ung of thy flock, denotes
aversion ~lS to Interior good, interior truth, exterior good, and inno
cence derived from the g<X>d of charity, J79. 55 2 , 5198, 10,132.

I(). Being c.urse? whrn thou cornr-st in, and w hr-n thou goest out,
denotes aversron in ('vpry change of state as to advancement from
exteriors to interiors or f rom in ter iors to ex tcriors, 379, 9927.

. 20. The Lord sending upon thee cursing, discornfiturc, and rebuke
In all that thou puttest thine hand unto to do, denotes that the Inan
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who is disobedient brings upon himself aversion from the Lord as
to the will, as to the understanding, and as to his outward life in
every action thereof, 2001, 696, 379, 8616, 4700, 878, 5755; being
destroyed, and perishing quickly, denotes complete destruction as to
good and as to truth, 2397, 683, 5284; and ,. because of the evil of
thy doings, whereby thou hast forsaken me," denotes on account
of his evil practices by which he separates himself from the Lord,
5755, 58 12.

2 I. The Lord making the pestilence cleave unto thee, until he
have consumed thee from ofT the land whither thou goest in to
possess it, denotes that thus he brings himself into a state of the
profanation of truth, leading to utter vastation as to all things of
heaven and the church, which he has received from the Lord to use
as if they were his own, 2001, 3875, 10,219, 10,43 1, 37°5, 3335, 2658.

22. 'The Lord smiting thee with consumption, denotes that the
corrupted man will be deprived of truth, 2001,696,4251,8364, 61J6,
77953

; fever, inflammation and fiery heat, evidently denote depraved
affections in their threefold character of sensual love, worldly love.
and selfish love, 934 3

, 5715, 9144; the sword (or drought), blasting,
and mildew, denote corresponding falsities, 8364, 27991 , 8568, 9277:1.
683; and pursuing thee until thou perish, denotes that all true
spiritual life will be lost, 8136 , 7655.

23. 'Thy heaven that is over thy head being brass, and the earth
that is under thee being iron, denotes that, for the good of the
internal man will be substituted merelv natural atlection, and for
the good of the external, merely natural intelligence, 1733, 425.

24. The Lord making the rain of thy land powder and dust, denotes.
that a state of condemnation as to both w ill and understanding will
take the place of Divine Revelation, 2001, 696, 2445, 3705, 7418;
and it COIning down from heaven upon thee until thou be destroyed,
denotes that the vastated man perverts the influx from heaven so
that he loses the knowledge of all truths, 2445, 84 16, 2395-7.

25. The Lord causing thee to be smitten before thine enemies,
denotes the consequence, nrunt-ly, that there is no power to resist
evil, 2()() I, 696, 4251, 2851, going out one \vay against them, and
fleeing seven \\'ays before t lu-rn, denotes that his opposition is only
Irorn selfish love, and he has confirmed himself in fulness against
all truths, 10,413, 4R61, 1689, 5268; and being tossed to and fro,
or removed from place to place, in all the kingdoms of the earth,
denotes that thus his intellectual powers, are given up to the
phantasies of the merely natural man, 89 183, 3356, ~473, 2547 3

, 913.

26. Thv carcase being meat unto all the fowls of the air, and
un to the beasts. of the earth; and there being none to fray them
a way, denotes that thus too, merely selfish love attracts to itself
all falsities and all evils by which the rcruains of good and truth
are consumed ; nor can such falsities and evils be any more dispersed,
390 0 10 , 21 R7, 1834, 46, 17J], 1835.

27. The Lord silliting thee with the boil of Egypt, and with the
ernerods, :1IH1 with scurvy, and with the itch, whereof thou canst
not be healed, denotes that the vastated man is spiritually afflicted
Irorn the lusts and falsities of the merely natural life, both internally.

and externally, which cannot be removed, 2001, 696, 425 1 , 8364, 752 4 ,
65°2. ..

28. The Lord snuting thee with madness, and with blindness, and
with astonishment of heart, denotes that he has rendered himself
insane, as to the will , with strong passions, and blind, as to the
understanding with falsities, because his ruling love is evil, 2001,

696 , 42 5 1, 5 1456
, 23R3' Lev. xxvi, 32, 7272.

29. Groping at noonday as the blind gropeth in darkness, and not
prospering in thy ways, denotes that the heat and light of heaven
are thick darkness and dense obscurity to him, and he cannot com
prehend any truths, 7711, 9684, 2383, 1839, 4972, 2234; and being
oppressed and spoiled alway, and none to save thee, denotes vastation
as to all truth and good; and no longer a desire for salvation, 9196,
185 1 , 3242 1, 8236.

30. Betrothing a wife and another man lying with her, denotes
that in place of the heavenly marriage of truth with good is the
infernal conjunction of falsity with evil, 8996, 915, 5138, 9 188;
building a house and not dwelling therein, denotes that the outward
appearance of good contains within it no genuine love of good,
4390 , 1293 ; and planting a vineyard, and not using the fruit thereof,
denotes that the outward appearance of truth contains within it no
genuine love of truth, 10&), chap. xx, 6.

3 L 'rhine ox being slain before thine eyes, and not eating thereof,
denotes that natural good is deprived of life by falsities in the under
standing, 2180,4727,9°51,2187; thine ass being violently taken away
from before thy face, and not being restored, denotes that natural
truth is entirely rejected through the lusts of evil, nor can it any
I110re be accepted, 2781, 91(~.J, 2219,9133; thy sheep being given unto
thine enemies, denotes that charity is alienated and appropriated by
the truly spiritual man, 4169, 99i, 9313; and having none to save
thee, denotes that it is not possible to deliver the vastated man
Irorn his own confirmed life, 8236.

32 . Thv sons and thy daughters being gi\"en unto another people,
denotes that aJI truths and good affections will be withdrawn from
him and w ill be appropriated- by the good, 489, 997, 1259; thine eyes
looking, and failing- with longing for them all the day, denotes even
with the consent of the perverted understanding, which only regrets
their loss as a rnean s of doing evil, 2148, 6116, 8910, 487 ; and
naught being in the power of thine hand, denotes that the vastated
man cannot perform any good action sincerely, 1749, 878.

33· Th.e fruit. of thy ground and ali thy labours being eaten up
by a nahan which thou k nowest not, and being only oppressed and
crushed a lway , denotes that intellectual work done by the vastated
Ill.an from Ir-ar of punishment bccomr-s both as to understanding and
\\'111, a benefit to the good, ,,"hOI11 now he no longer understands;
while in rea litv he himself is deprived of all truth and all good,
345- 6, 8888, 21S7, 1259 , 2230, 9 196. 9°56, 487.

34· Bping mnd for the sig-ht of t h ino ('yes which thou shalt see,
denotes that infernal r:-tge seizes hirn on the mere contemplation of
good, or at the mere sight of an angel, 51456, 21,50.
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35. The Lord smiting thee in the knees \\:ith a sore ~oil whereof
thou canst not be healed, denotes that he brings upon himself as to
the conjunction of the external nlan, with the inter!lal, and as ~o the
external man itself the effects of filthy lusts w hich are continual,
200 I, 4251, 6y6, 8364, b502; and frO!l1 the sale of thy foot unto the
tTO\Vn of thy head, denotes that this happens .to .hun no~ only as
to his lowest sensual powers, but also as to his Inmost life, 68 44 ;
37 28.

36. The Lord bringing thee and thy king which thou shalt set over
thee, unto a nation which thou hast not known, thou, nor thy fathers,
denotes that he brings upon himself, both as. to w ill and und.er
standing, evils of which previously he has been Ignorant, and which
have been unknown to the corrupted churches, 2001, 696, 1682, 5288,
1259, 2230, 365-l, 3703 1 3 ; and there serving other gods ~\'?od and
stone, denotes that he becomes the slave of infernal falsities both
afTecting his feelings and thoughts, 886" 8873, 643.

37. Becornirur an astonishment, a proverb, and a byword, among
all the peoples, whither the Lord shall lead thee away, denotes
that he becomes an object of contempt in its threefold character,
as to the will understanding, and life, even to those with whom he
is associated, 'Lev. xxvi, 32, 3898, 25205, 4637, 1 Kings ix. 7, 12 59,
200f, 696, 1937:1•

38. Carrying much seed into !he field, and gathe~in~ little i~,

bvcause the locust shall consume It, denotes that he \\'111 Indeed still
exercise his reasoning po\\'ers inmostly, but that their results for
any good will be lost through mere sensuality, 9500, 880, 90, 7 1 15,

7643 7
, 10,43 I.

3(). Planting vineyards and dressing them, but not drinking of the
wine nor gathering- the grapes, because the worrn shall eat them,
denotes that he w ill , in the probationary state have the outward
Iorms of spiritual principles, and po\\'er to cultivate them, but that
t he v will be wasted bv falsities of the lowest kind, 1069, 10,1, 76437,
s'lX'I, 2 187. .

-l0. Having olive trees throughout thy borders, but not anointing
t hvsclf with the oil, because thine olive shall cast its fruit, denotes
that he wil] even put on the... outward appearance of celestial aflec
t ions, but that he will not appropriate good, because good will be
vast atcd w ith him, <)277, 2973, 9954.

4 r. Begetting sons and daughtprs, but their not being thine be
cause they go into captivity, denote-s that, as a corrupted church,
he will seem to develop truths and their affections, but that he will
not really possess them because they will be the servan ts of selfish
ness, 489, 91G4.

42 . The locust possessing all thy trees and the fruit of thy ground,
denotes that p\'cry perception of truth, and every production of good
thence, will be destroyed by sensual 10\'(', ;6-l3, 2658, 26R2, 34X.

43· The stranger that is in the midst of thee mounting up above
ther' higher and hight'r, and thou coming down 10\\'('r and lower ,
dellotes that those who nre in simple good in such a state of the
church, or t hos« under instruction, w i ll really be superior to their
instructors. wh ile the latter w ill be really inferior, 1461, 200, 5406.

44. He lending to thee, and thou not lending to him, and he being
the head, and thou being the tail, denotes that the good by their
presence unconsciously support the corruptions of a false religio.n,
but these do not benefit the good, who hold the higher place, while
the wicked are in the lower, 9 174, 3728, 6952.

45. All these curses corning upon thee, and pursuing thee until
thou be dr-strovcd. denotes that, indeed, the corrupted church, and
the evil spirits: are altogether averted Irorn the Lord in thought, in
feeling and in life, 379, 1853, 8136, 2395; and not hearkening un~o

the voice of the Lord t hv God, to keep his cornrnandrnents and his
statutes which he cornmnndr-d thee, denotes disobedience to Divine
Truth conjoined w it h Divine Good, and the truths internal and
external thence proceeding, 254 2, 219, 2001, 3382, 5486.

46. Being upon thee for a sign and for a wonder, and upon thy
seed for ever, denotes that this state of aversion will cause astonish
ment, both outwardlv and inwardly among the good continually,
390 0 3 , 1025, 59 12 • •

47. H Because thou servedst not the Lord thy God, with joyfulness
and with gladness of heart, by reason of the abundance of all things,"
denotes because the corrupted church and the evil spirit have for
saken the true worship of the Lord in heart and in understanding
in spite of the abundance of good and truth from Him, 7038, 2001,

4 137, 727 2 , 10,6 19-2 0 •

48. Therefore serving thine enemies which the Lord thy God shall
send against thee, denotes that thus it must happen to the corrupted
111an that he will be the slave of evils, 6666, ,2851, 2001, 696, 7541 ;
in hunger, and in thirst, and in nakedness, and in want of all things
denotes with destitution as to .good and truth interior and exterior,
10,227, 21], 5576; and putting a yoke of iron upon thy neck until
he have destroyed thee, denotes compulsory obedience to the !a\vs
of order in his own sphere, by truths separated from good, until he
is utterly vast ated , 3603, 42 5, 2395, 2-l55.

49. The Lord bringing a nation against thee from far, from the
end of the earth as the - eagle flieth : a nation whose tongue thou
shalt not understand, de-notes that good will still have all power
aaainst evil, although it is remote therefrom, being separated from
tl~e corrupted church, vet exercising a direct and forcible influence
there, through the la\\"s of order that the wicked cannot understand,
but are compelled to obey, 2001, 1259, 2625, 8918, 9081, 39017, 1159,
132 I.

50. A nation of fierce countenance, which shall not regard the
person of the- old, nor sl~o\\' favour to the youn~, .deno~es that [)ivir:e
(;ood appears to the wicked as anger, and Divine 1 ruth thence .IS

inflexible in its operation, and does not, in the least, favour evil ,
either when it is confirmed or when it is incipient, 1259 , 9306, 6()97,
92 932

, 2348.

51. Eating the fruit of thy cattle, and the fruit of tl~y ground,
until thou be destroyed, denotes that the vastatcd man will be corn
pelled bv fear to subrnit both in affection and thought, to the control
of Divine Truth, and entirely from selfishness, 5 149, 55 2 , 6126, 6135,
10,510; and his not leaving thee corn, wine, or oil, the increase of

DD
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thy kine or the young of thy flock until he hath caused thee to
perish, denotes that the vastated man is at length deprived of all
natural, spiritual, and celestial good, and of every principle of inno
cence either in the external or internal man, so that fear alone pre
vails, 7565, 3580, 21872 , 3728, 6126, 5198, 10,132, 7655, 7788.

52. Besieging thee in thy gates, until thy high and fenced walls
come down, wherein thou trustedst throughout all thy land, denotes
that the corrupted man will be brought under the forcible dominion
of Divine Truth, not only as to the affections internally but as to the
thoughts externally, 2851, 8815, 1306-7,6419,4683,1066; and besieg
ing thee in all thy gates, throughout all thy land which the Lord
thy God hath given thee, denotes until all opposition to good, even
good as it appears in his own sphere, is overcome in every depart
ment of his infernal life,· 2851, 1066, 3705, 2001, 8899.

53. Eating the flesh of thine own body, the flesh of thy sons and
of thy daughters, which the Lord thy God hath given thee, in the
straitness, wherewith thine enemies shall straiten thee, denotes that
thus he will appropriate nothing but his own evils, both as to those
of his ruling love, and as to the falsities and evils thence derived,
in the state of compulsion and restraint, which his own confirmed
wickedness has brought upon him, 2187, 552 , 4220, 568, 2001, 8899~

696, 2851, 285110.

54. The man that is tender among you and very delicate, yet his
eye being evil toward his brother and toward the wife of his bosom,
and toward the remnant of his children which he hath remaining,
denotes that in this state of complete vastation even those who are
not so deeply immersed in falsity and evil thence, will act from the

. falsity derived from their evil towards those who are most nearly
associated with them, even towards those who are allied with them
in the infernal marriage, and those who are in affinity as to lusts
and falsities, or as to remains not yet wholly indrawn with them,
158, 4377, 683, 29735

, 2360, 6960, 468, 568.

55. His not giving to them of the flesh of his children whom he
shall eat, because he hath nothing left him, denotes that the wicked
in the hells are void of charity, because they have destroyed remains,
15946

, 3813, 568, 2187, 468; and" in the siege and in the straitness
wherewith thine enemy shall straiten thee in all thy gates," denotes
in the state of compulsion and restraint, which they have brought
upon. themselves, and in which they are obliged to submit to the
la#of Divine Order, as to their outward life and actions, 285110.

56. The tender and delicate woman among you, which would not
adventure to set the sole of her foot upon the ground for delicateness
and tenderness, her eye being evil toward the husband of her bosom
and toward her son and toward her daughter, denotes that those
who are not so deeply immersed in evil and falsity thence derived,
and who have not so· fully imbued evil in the natural man either
as to the will or understanding, shall act from falsity derived from
evil. towards those who are allied with them in the infernal marriage,
and towards those who are in affinity with them as to thought and
affection, 915, 4377, 683, 259, 566, 29735 , 6960, 568.

57. And toward her young one, or after-birth, that cometh out
from between her. feet, and toward her children that she shall bear,

denotes yea, even to whatever is derived, in their life of evil, from
that conjunction both as to evil and falsity, because whatever has
relation to births, denotes what relates to regeneration, or to spiritual
conceptions and births, both in the good and in the bad sense, 33~h

4°0 ; the after-birth, in regeneration, like the ashes of the altar,
denotes, clearly, what is removed after it has served its use, 9723;
coming forth from between the feet, denotes what is derived from
the conjunction of good with truth, or of evil with falsity in the
Natural, 6372; and children denote derivative goods and truths, or
in the opposite sense evils and falsities, 5912; eating her children
for want of all things secretly, denotes that such persons will
appropriate nothing but their own evils and falsities, because remains
have been utterly destroyed in them, 2187, 5912, 10,219, 8230; and
"in the siege and in the straitness, wherewith thine enemy shall
straiten thee in thy gates," denotes that they are compelled to submit
to the laws of Divine Order, as to their outward life and actions,
285110.

58. Not observing to do all the words of this law, that are written
in this book, that thou mayest fear this glorious and fearful name,
THE LORD THY GOD, denotes that the wicked have failed to learn
and practise those laws, which were revealed to them, and are
inscribed upon their memories, that man might choose to worship
according to them inwardly in will and understanding and thus
adore THE ONLY LORD IN WHOM DIVINE LOVE AND DIVINE WIISDOM
ARE ONE, 3382, 5755, 1288, 6752, 8620, 28263 , 6887, 2001.

59. The Lord making thy plagues wonderful, ·and the plagues of
thy seed, even great plagues and of long continuance, and sore
sicknesses and of long continuance, denotes that, on this account
the wicked bring upon themselves their own confirmed states of evil,
and perpetuate them both in will and thought, and in action to
eternity, 2001, 696, 10,219, 7273, 10,249 end, 2227, 5712-3, 10,133.

60. The Lord bringing upon thee again all the diseases of Egypt,
which thou wast afraid of, and their cleaving unto thee, denotes
that the wicked confirm in themselves all the evils of the merely
natural state, from which man suffers before regeneration, and
which now they have adopted as their own, 2001, 696, 5712-3, 5079,
3875.

61. Also every sickness and every plague, which is not written
in the book of this law, being brought upon thee by the Lord, until
thou be destroyed, denotes that, nevertheless, the evils from which
the wicked thus suffer, both in understanding and will, are not
derived from the Divine Truth, but have been confirmed from free
choice, until they have vasta ted themselves, as to all good and truth,
5712-3, 10,219, 8620, 6752, 2001, 696, 10,510.

62. Being left few in number, whereas ye were as the stars of
heaven for multitude, because thou didst not hearken unto the voice
of the Lord thy God, denotes that thus also they are without remains,
although still capable of receiving life from the Lord which they
pervert, whereas the good have abundantly remains in their natural
man through regeneration; while the wicked have been wilfully
and persistently disobedient, 7564-5, 4518, 1808, 1810, 6172, 2542,
219, 200!.

63. I t coming to pass that, as the Lord rejoiced over you to do you
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good, and to multiply you, so the Lord will rejoice over you to cause
you to perish, and, to destroy you, denotes that it happens that, as
the Lord from Divine Mercy desires their eternal salvation, by the
reception of good and truth in abundance; so now, while still recep
tive of life which cannot be withdrawn, and which they pervert, they
reject all good and truth, 4979, 2001, 8672, 2618, 4258, 4574, 696,
7655, 10,510; and being plucked off the land whither thou goest in
to possess it, denotes that they deprive themselves of the felicities
of eternal life in heaven, which the Lord is willing to give to every
one who sincerely desires it, 386, 3335, 2658.

64. 'The Lord scattering thee among all the peoples from the one
end of the earth even unto the other end of the earth, denotes that
thus too it happens that the wicked are separated from all good
and truth, 2001, 696, 1324, 1259, 40609, 1733; and there serving other
gods which thou hast not k nown , thou nor thy fathers, even wood
and stone, denotes while vet by these they are governed externally,
nor is there any exception ; for they love- internally the falsities of
their O\VI1 acquired life, with their evils, although they were not
compelled to do this, since they were born ignorant of falsity, and
were not compelled to choose evil, 1733, 8867, 8873. 2230, 3654, 37°3,
24667.

65. Among these nations finding no ease, and no rest for the sole
of thy foot, denotes that thence also the wicked have no delight
in the good through which they are controlled, nor have they any
satisfaction in being compelled to obey any ultimate truths, 1259,
5723, 851, 259; and the Lord giving thee there a trembling of heart,
a failing of eyes, and a pining of soul, denotes that they arc COn:1

pelled by their ruling love of self, by their capacity to think as Inch,
and by their need of activity thence to be obedien t, 200 r, 696, 986,
7272, 3820, 14602, Lam. iv. 9, 1000.

66. Thy life hanging in doubt before thee; fearing night and day;
and having no assurance of life, denotes that they have no certainty
of satisfaction in their lives, and are governed entirely by their fear
of suffering in every state, not having the assurance of happiness
which good alone gives, 4623, 2338, 2826, 6000, 6578.

67. Saying in the morning, Would God it were even! and at even,
Would God it were morning l for the fear of thine heart which thou
shalt fear, and for the sight of thine eyes, which thou shalt see,
denotes that when in the enjoyment of their delights t~e tr.ut~ which ,
to them, is obscure, will compel them to observe Its Iimits ; and
when thus in their state of restraint, they will long for its relaxa
tion; for the fear of suffering will alone induce obedience in them,
and this will influence both their wills and understandings, 1822,
10,4 13, 2001, 8426, 2826, 7272, 2 ISO.

68. The Lord bringing thee into Egypt again with ships, by the
way whereof I said unto thee, Thou shalt see it no more again,
denotes that thence they will become more and more merely natural
through their experiences, because they have .averted themselves from
the Lord, although they had in their state of probation, been assured
of deliverance, 2001, 696, 8866, 6385, 2234, 70 ro, 1822, 2150, chap.
xvii. 16; and there selling yourselves unto your enemies for bondmen
and bondwomen, and no man buying you, denotes that they will
alienate themselves more and more from the Lord, and from heaven,
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and become the willing slaves of selfish and worldly love; and that
it will be impossible for them to realize good and truth, because
these cannot appropriate evil and falsity, 4752, 4758, ~85I, 2567~

2937, 6458. '
We have seen from the last chapter that everyone who separates

himself from the Lord by ,a wicked life cannot enjoy the heavenly
life; and now it follows in the first section of this chapter that full
conjunction with the Lord in every respect will be the reward of those
who are obedient to Him. And this seems so plain and obvious, as
scarcely to need any confirmation. But as several different kinds
of blessings are here enumerated, it will be well to consider them as
they occur. But this general remark ought first to be made, namely,
that all the outward blessings indicated, are but the shadows of
inward realities which are far more valuable than outward enjoy
merits. However, let it also be said, that it is inconceivable . that
the person who, by regeneration, has attained to those in.d
realities, should be found deficient in external delights, since the
great general law is tliat, in heaven, it is the internal that forms
and moulds the external life, and never the reverse. Hence, there
fore it is more important to everyone that he should realize the
inmost, and interior blessings of life, than that he should rejoice
in outward blessings.

Now the Lord promises the Israelites, to begin with, if they are
obedient, that he will set them high above all the nations of the
earth, And probably a great many of them, but certainly not all,
did look only for earthly blessings as the rewards of obedience. But
the Christian knows that this is absurd. For so long as anyone
is intent on self-exaltation, he can have no heavenly joys at all.
Hence then the real heavenly reward is not being set high above
all nations of the earth but being raised above all the evils and errors
of the merely natural life is that reward. For obedience to the laws
of Divine Order, without any selfish motive, causes the removal of
these evils and errors, and gives that conjunction with the Lord
which is signified by "all these blessings," as we have seen, their
coming upon us and overtaking us, denoting conjunction first in
ternally and then externally, since this is the order of influx. And
now, in proceeding to notice the particulars of the section, we observe
that the injunctions to obedience, are three times given in a two
fold way, first in verso 1-2 by hearkening diligently and hearkening;
secondly in ver. 9, by keeping the Lord's commandments and walking
in his ways ; and thirdly in verso 13-14 by hearkening unto the com
mandments and doing them, not turning aside unto the right hand
or to the left. And as there is nothing superfluous in the Word
of the Lord, there is certainly some reason for this in the internal
sense. And it appears, that obedience at three different points in
regeneration is denoted, namely, at the beginning; while good is
being conjoined with truth; and when it is fully so conjoined. And
further, this therefore indicates, that the course of regeneration is
described in the giving of these blessings first from Externals to
Internals, and secondly from Internals to Externals. And here,
let it not be supposed that there is no practical value in knowing that
regeneration does thus go on in two ways simultaneously. For it
ought to be a great stimulant to everyone to know that, while he
is proceeding slowly step by step, in the onward, upward way, it is
because the Lord is operating upon him all the time, from within
outwards, and from above downwards, Let us not be weary in well
doing; for in clue season we shall reap, if we faint not. And next
we may briefly trace the upward progress of the blessings, or of
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conjunction with the Lord. ' And here are" seven steps in the making
of a man," as it has been said. First there must be a general con
junction of doctrine with life, or of truth from the Lord by the Word,
and of good from the Lord in action. For the city represents
doctrine, and the field, which is outside of it represents good, but
relatively external good. Secondly, there is the fruit, which implies
an advance, and at the same time indicates somewhat of the inward
and downward progress of the influx of good from the Lord. And
remember here, that wherever there is good from the Lord, it involves
innocence, and this especially where infantile life is the representa
tive. Thirdly, there is the gathering of the fruit into the house
represented by the basket, and thus a more advanced state of the
acquisition of truth, while the kneading trough denotes a correspond
ing acquisition of good. Fourthly, corning in and going out denotes
another advance because coming in is first named, and going out
follows as a sign of consequent application to use. Fifthly, another
advance is indicated, by a conflict with enemies, and' victory over
them, clearly denoting the enduring of temptations, in which we
conquer. Sixthly, this leads to the preservation of good internally,
greater activity in the exercises of good interiorly, and a greater
realization of good externally; for we only possess the "land," the
U earth," or the external man, when we have, by the po\ver of the
Lord, driven out our spiritual foes. And seventhly, also by the
Divine Power, we reach the holy state of the heavenly sabbath, in
which truth is firmly established by conjunction with good.

Thus then, we have traced the "con1ing in," and we now trace
the "going out." And what a grand thing it is that in this per
formance of uses, from love, we are in the enjoymen t of heavenly
freedom and do not desire to turn aside to the right hand or to the
left, or to go after "other gods" to worship them. For now first
of all, the external man realizes good from the Lord in its truth,
ver. 10. Secondly, good affections in threefold descending- order are
fully active, ver. II. Thirdly, truths from good are abundantly active
in the regenerated understanding; and fourthly, they are fully
applied to promote good, without a single selfish motive, from the
regenerated will, ver. 12. Fifthly, good from the Lord will have
pre-eminence, nor will sensual delights prevail; and sixthly, man
will be elevated by truths, and he will not be deluded by falsities;
while seventhly, he will be obedient in every state, both in under
standing and in will, ver. 13.

But we have now to turn from this pleasant picture, and, for our
edification also, to contemplate the other side in reviewing the
second section. As blessing denotes conjunction with the Lord so
cursing signifies aversion from Him, and the impressive teaching
of the whole section is that those who deliberately choose evil and
confirm it by falsity, cannot be regenerated, while yet they have
life to eternity, and through the sufferings they endure, and which
they bring upon themselves, are compelled by their fears to conform
to the laws of Divine Order in their own sphere, and upon their own
plane. The first six verses of the section are, evidently, the reverse
of the corresponding part of the former, and then follows a long list
of particular evils which the wicked bring upon themselves. And
the pestilence is first named, as comprehending the whole process of
vastation because it signifies the destruction of spiritual life by the
rejection of truth and goodness; by being pursued continually by
evils and falsities; and by the extinction of remains especially. For
the rejection of good, is naturally followed by the prevalence of evil,
and this also leads to the extinction of remains; not that anything
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good and true, with man is ever really destroyed, but thJt' it is
removed from the consciousness of the wicked and reserved. And
hence we read: "T.here is indeed a communication of the evil, even
of those who are in hell, with heaven, but no conjunction by means
of good and truth, for the instant good and truth flow down out of
heaven, and come into hell, they are turned into evil and falsity,
whence the conjunction is immediately broken off. Such is .the
communication. By means .of the good and truth, however, which
are stored up and reserved in the interiors, there is conjunction; but
the truths and goods there with the evil, have no further effect
than to give them the ability of reasoning, and of thinking and thence
speaking from the sensual, and thereby of confirming falsity, and
defending evil. More cannot be let out from the goods and truths
stored up and reserved with them, for, if more were let out, the
truths and goods would perish, and thus nothing of what is human
~vould remain with them," 7560. Thus then, it may be seen how it
IS to be understood, that remains are destroyed with the wicked in
hell, and yet how they cannot absolutely perish.
. We next, ho.\vever, call. attention to the seven things mentioned
rn ver. 22, as Interpreted In the parallel column, clearly showing a
regular series, and notice that verso 23-24, describe vastation by
another correspondential picture. And then a certain consequence
follows, which is the reverse of what happens to the good, and
falsities and evils consume all good and truth, by appropriating

-nothing but what is congenial to their life, as we see in verso 2S-26.
And then the next three verses show a further degree of spiritual
degradation, because salvation is no longer desired. And if we
review, and reflect upon, the next series, extending to ver. 34, we
see more distinctly the real opposition between the corrupted man
and him who is regenerated; and also how the wicked, .indeed, are
disposed to a life of mere phantasy; how the faculties of their mind
are entirely perverted; and how all their labours from merely selfish
impulses, do not contribute anything to their happiness, while yet
without any desire on their part, they may yet conduce to the general
good. But continuing, we observe the similarity in general, between
this description of the state of the vastated man or church, and the
account of the plagues brought upon the Egyptians. For we have
the boil, denoting filthy lusts, which prevent the conjunction of the
natural man with the spiritual, and the locust, denoting falsities
in the extremes destroying everything good and true. Also, here is
the teaching, that evils will be brought' upon the wicked, of which,
previously they had had no conception. For since the intellect of
the bad man is active from selfishness in the other life, he naturally
plans and contrives the means of doing evil, and this in a more
astonishing \vay, than in the world, he could possibly have thought
of. Also, the corrupted man, before he is totally vastated, can
assume the appearance of a Spiritual Church, denoted by a vineyard,
without realizing the delights of charity; or he may counterfeit the
Celestial Church, signified by the olive trees, and yet never realize
genuine love to the Lord. And we know now from history, that
such things have been done in the corrupted churches of the past.
Also notice, inverse 43-44, how, in the corrupted and depraved
c~urches, ~t is the "strangers" wh~ really take the upper place,
WIthout being aware that they are doing so; for without some good
people in a degenerate age, not even the ,appearance of a religious
community could be maintained. And in fact, the. internal sense,
in this very remarkable chapter, clearly shows that the wicked,
both in this world and the other will be outwardly compelled to



THE BOOK OF DEUTERONOMY

THE CONTENTS OF EAClI \lERSE

SC~I~L\RY OF THE SPIRITl"AL SE~SE

CHAP"rEI~ XXIX

I. Divine Truth is communicated to all in the Spiritual Church,
when, as yet, in a state of adulterated good, and it is given to them
to reflect on their former spiritual experiences that they Inay be more
earnestlv obedient, verso 1-9.

2. Couccrriing the conjunction of man with the Lord in that state
of adulterated good as to every faculty of his mind, verso 10-18. •

3. And concerning the state of profanation and complete vastation
as to all good and truth, into which they will bring themselves, who
despise the instruction and experience that have been given them,
and who persist in believing and persuading themselves that they
can, at the same time live a life of evil, and enjoy conjunction with
the Lord, and a state of heavenly peace, vers. 19-2 9.

I. These are the Divine
Tr uths by means of which the
conjunction of truth with good
and conjunction with the Lord
are effected, when man is, as
vet , in a state of adultcrated
good; besides those promot
ing that conjunction which he
receives in a state of instruc
tion.

I. These are the words of
the covenant which the
LORD commanded Xloses to
make with the children of
Israel in the land of Moab,
beside the covenant which
he made with them in
Horeb.

obedience to the laws of order in their own sphere, as is represented
by a yoke of iron upon the neck in ver, 48.

'These, however, are only a few illustrations, by way of review,
according to the space at our disposal, and yet they may stimulate
us to more closely study the whole of the particulars, and thus to
be convinced of the inestimable value of the \Vord of the Lord, and
of the urgent necessity of carefully examining our own hearts, and
intellects and actions, lest there should remain with us any root of
evil to mar the felicity of the heavenly state the Lord desires for us,
and has provided for our free and joyful acceptance.

And if now we only read over the literal sense from verse 49-59,
and then compare it with the series of the internal sense, and con
sider what it is or either \Vho it is that is signified by the "nation
from far," that shall, apparently do all the terrible things that
follow , we shall see that it is reallv the Lord Himself, from His
Divine Love, by His Divine Truth, ,Vho governs the wicked in their
infernal abodes, while yet this is done, through the laws of Divine
Order in reference to thCI11, through which evil always brings its
own punishment. and through which also, that punishrnent always
tends to the well-being of the wicked, the well-being of the good, and
to the preservation of the universe in its integrity to eternity. And
to the wicked, indeed, as is described, in the literal sense to the end
of the chapter, .the Lord appears as a terrible God, continually
breathing vengeance and in flicting punishments, while yet He is
nothing else, as ver. SH, clearly teaches, in its internal sense, than
Divine Good itself and Divine 'Truth itself united, and thus is Divine
Mercy itself (ver. 59) which continually cares for the wicked as well
as the good. And this is particularly indicated' by the use of the
word JEHOV1\11 by itself to the end of the chapters, in describing
the various and dreadful eviIs which the wicked bring upon them
selves, as the inevitable result of doing evil, and which the Lord,
nevertheless, causes to be of SOIne use to them. For we mav be
well assured, that, according to His own words, where I-Ie teaches
I lis disciples to love their enemies (Matt. v . 43-48), He maketh his
sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and serideth his rain on
the just and the unjust, with unchangeable impar t inlity. For from
Divine Love, it is clear, that nothing can proceed but what is good,
and from Divino Truth nothing can proceed but what is perfectly
in agn,'elllpnt with Divine Love. whatever may be the outward
appearances to the contrarv. And so we therefore, finallv, mav be
perfect even as our Heavenly Father is perfect. ..

2. And Moses called unto
all Israel, and said unto
them, 1'"e have seen all that
the LORD did before your
eyes in the land of Egypt
unto Pharaoh, and unto all
his servants, and unto all his
land;

2. For Divine 'Truth is COlTI

rnunicated to all in the Spirit
ual Church in that state;
giving perception arising from
the truths of the work of re
demption by the Lord, when
man was in a state merely
natural, in which dominioil
over evil was exercised against
merely natural truth internal
and external, and against
merely natural good thence
derived :
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3. "rhe great temptations
wh ich thine eyes saw, the
signs, and those great
wonders :

4. But the [JORD hath not
g"iven you an heart to know,
and eves to see, and ears to
hear, unto this day.

5- .. \nd I have led you
forty years in the wilder
ness: your clothes are not
waxen old upon you, and
thy shoe is not waxen old
upon thy foot.

6. Y e have not eaten
bread, neither have ye drunk
wine or strong drink: that
ye mig'ht know that I arn the
lJORD your God.

7. And when ye came
unto this place, Sihon the
king of Heshbon, and Og
the king of Bashan, came
Oll t against us unto battle,
and we smote them:

8. And we took their
land, and gave it for an in
heri tance un to the Reuben
ites, and to the Gadites, and
to the half tribe of the
1\Ianassites.

9. !{eep therefore the
words 'of this covenant, and
do them, that ye nlay pros
per in all that ye do.

3. And by temptations, ac
companied by manifestations
of Divine power external and
internal.

4. And there is the remem
brance, that the merely natural
man has no capacity to 10\'e
the Lord, to understand truths,
or to be obedient to the Lord.

5. And that yet man is in
structed in the natural state,
and often through tempta..
tions, being preserved in truths
adapted both to the spiritual
and the natural degree of his
life;

6. Although he had not
really appropriated evil and
error externally and internally,
in order that he might, as a
spi ri tual man acknowledg-e the
Lord, both as to good and
truth.

7· And hence that, at length
a state of conflict had arisen,
against falsities in the under
standing of the merely natural
man, and evils in the will
thereof; and that thus the
rnerelv natural man had been
conquered;

R. The consequence of which
was that the spiritual in the
natural had prevailed, and
thus gained possession of the
natural degree, as to faith in
the understanding, as to good
works, and as to the new will
of good.

9· And now, therefore, the
spiritual man is admonished
to preserve . in himself the
capacity for conjunction with
the Lord which he has from

10. Ye stand this dav all
of you before the L,ORD ')'our
God; your heads, your
tribes, vour elders, and
.you r officers, even all the
Olen of Israel,

I I • Your little ones, your
wives, and thy stranger that
is in the midst of thy camps,
from the hewer of thy wood
unto the drawer of thy
water :

12. That thou shouldest
enter into the covenant of
the LORD thy God, and into
his oath, which the LORD
thy God maketh with thee
this day:

13· Thar he may establish
thee this day' unto himself
for a people, and that he
may' be unto thee a God, as
he spake unto thee, and as
he sware unto thy fathers
to Abraham, to Isaac, and t~
Jacob.

14· Neither with you on lv
do I make this covenant and
this oath;

IS. But with him that
standeth here wi th us th is
day before the LORD our

within, by the cultivation of
truths and by the practice of
goodness.

10. For he is prepared to
receive good and truth from
the Lord continually, as to the
inmost things of the will and"
understanding, and as to the
external things thereof, yea
even as to the whole of those
which constitute the church;

I I. As to every incipient
good of innocence, as to every
affection of truth, as to ever~·
state of instruction conducing
to heavenly order; and in
cluding all most external
states, where merit is claimed
for good actions, or man feels
wholly delighted in the ac
quisition of truths;

12. That the spiritual man
may be wholly conjoined with
the Lord, and confirmed in
Divine Truths perpetually;

13· Also that he nlay be de
fended, by establishment in
truths, a~d that the Divine
Truth may be acknowledg-ed
according to influx, and the
irrevocable laws of Order
made known to man in everv
state of the church, celestial
spiritual, and natural. '

4· But not only is conjunc
tion wi th the Lord effected
and confirmation in truths'
with the man of the internai
or Spiritual Church,

5· But also with all in the
external church, who are
under instruction, and who
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C;()d, aud also w i t h h irn t hat
is not here w i t h us this day:

I (). (For y« k n0\\" ho\\- w«
d \\"('1 tin the land of l~gypt ;
and ho w \\'(' came. through
t IIe III ids t 0 f the 11at i()ns
thruugh wh ich ye passed :

I,..\nd \'(' ha vc- seen
t hcir a l iomi nnt io n x. and
t !lei r idols, woor] a nd stone,
silver and ~'old, w h ich wr-n
alllong the;n :)

I S. I.-est t herr- should be
alllong you 111an, or woman,
or Inm i lv, or tribe, whose
heart turncth awav this day
f rom t he LOI~ n our God, tf]
go to se r v« the gods of those
nations: lest there should IH~

:Llll()l1g \'(HI a roo t that hear
et h gall" and worm \\'O(HI :

Iq..Vnd it come to pass,
wlu-n he hcarcr h the words
of this curs{~, that h(~ h){~ss

hilllS('lf in his heart, saying",
I sh:I1J haY{1 peac(', thouo'h
I \\':dk in the stllbhorl1l1(~S
(d In i 11(' heart, to d()str<)V the
Inoist \\,jth the dr\" : "'

2(). "rite I.-OR}) \\·ill not
pardon hinl, but tht'n the
nn~{'r of th(' l.-()I~J) and his
j (.;~ J() 1I SY sha II SIll0 ke ~l g a ins t
that 111~lJl , and alIt he curs (·
that is \\Titten in this hook
shall lie upon lJilll, ;1I1d thl-'

arc, or Illay be, in the capacity
so to he.

I(). (For the internal m.m
knows t lia t once also, he him
self wa « in the external, and
in bondage there; and how he
\va s del ivered fro III the e v i Is
that aHlicted him in his pas
sage frorn the natural to the
spiritual state.

Ii· ..\nd he k now s that he
himself had been ov c rco me
w i t h evils, and had been de
voted to false w orsh ip, both
as to affection and thought in
ternally, and as to thoug-ht
and a ff ec t ion in terna llv in t hat
s t.i tt'.) .

I~. Lest he should yield to
ev i ls of a n v kind indi~·idual1\"
as to thoug.ht or affection or
g-enerallv ;'lnd as to afTec~ion
or thoug.ht, and thus become
~verted f rOI11 the Lord to la pse
Into the worsh ip of self; and
lest there should he w i t h hirn
a nv inrooted e v il or falsity,

19· .Ynd so it should hap
pen, in reflecting- on those
t hing-s (':lllsing- :l~:('rsi()n fn)lll

the Lord and follo\\'ing- ther11.
11(' should irl1;q.~'ille he had ('011

jUI1(,tion \\"ith<' Ilirll and hC;I
\'('nly peace, and thus po\\'cr
to obst inatcI\" confirrn hoth
truth ;lnd falsit\" or to bc-
corne profane. .

20. For all \\·ho thus hecoIll('
profan~), arc no longer c~lpable

of dell\·crance, but are vio
lently and earnestly opposed
to t he Lord in affection and
though t. and hri ng- upon t herl1
sel\'es con IirIllcd sta tes of

L ( q, Il ~ha II b I()tout h is
nann- f rom II ndvr lu-avr-n .

21 • .Vnd the 1..0RI> shall
sepa rate hi In unto t'yi I ou t
of all the tribes of Israel,
according to all the curses
of the cove na n t that is
w r itu-n in this book of the
la xv .

22 ••\nd the gelleration 10

conu-, vou r children that
shall rise up after you, and
the forl~igner that shn i l conu
from afar land, shall sav.
wlu-n they see the plaguils
oft hat 1a n(I. all d t Ite s i('k
nessl'S wherewith the L<)Ju)
hath made it sick:

2" .. 11ld that the whole
land thereof is bri mstone,
and salt, and a burru njr, that
it is not sow n, nor bca ret h.
nor any grass gn)\\'eth
t lu n-i n , Jike t he overt h rov:
of SOdC)1l1 and (;ulllorrah,
..Vdrna h and Zeboiinl, wh ir h
the I .. olu) ()\"erthre\\' in his
anger, and in his \\Tatlt :

24· )':\,(,11 all the natiuns
shall sa\-, \\·herefor"t· hath
the I J 0 J~ J) d (") nl' 1h us tl n to
this land '! \\"hat Illeaneth the
heat 0 f this g rea tan ge r '!

2.~. •r It t' n 111ensIta 11 sa \' ,
I3('cau~t' the\' forsook till'
coyenan t of·t he I.-OR fl. t IF)
God of their fathers, \\"hirh
he Tllade \\'ith tht'ln \\'hen h('

\\'ickcdncss ;l<'('()rding to tilt,
la w s of I Jiv inr: Order r o n
t a inerl in the \\'ord; a nd t lu-v
\vi 11 losc t h(' h ('a \Tn1v Cha r-
acter entirely. .

2 I ..\nd they InUS! be sl'p~lr

a ted f r o m cverv sta te of good
and truth according to the
l a w s of order regarding the
pcrvcr tcd man and church,

').., .\nd thus it w il l h;lf>pcll
to such persolls in every sLltl'
of a declining chur.h, t hn t
t heir condition Ina)' he per
t'ci vcd bv those of t he true
church, (~\Tn that it should hI'
mos t external, as to good and
truth, .md as to states of pro
fanation and spiritual sickness,

- , ...\nd also as to the state
of the vast a tion of good and
truth; so that its inscrninn t ion
of truth, its implant at ion in
g'ood, arid its reception of
k u ()\\"1 ('dg e \\-i 11 be i III poS s ih h-,
and vv i11 rc Sf..'m ble the co m p let c
v a s t a t ion of the .. \ncient
('hurch ;IS to all its principlt,s,
through ;\\'ersioT1 fr()lll tilt'
fJord hoth 111 feeling and
thought.

2-t, .\nd thus inquiry \\-ill })(.
l11ade concerning the cause or
this state ()f ,-astation and
a \"crsion ;

2=) •. \nd it \"ill be discovered
that it is Inan \\,ho separates
hi In sc If fro III the Lord , and
(~()njun('tion \,·ith I--linl, al
t houg"h he has heen instructed,
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J. 'rhe \\'ords of tht' Cu\'C'nant, \\'hich thl' Lord C0l111l1:lndcd ~Ioscs

to Tllake, \\,ith thp children of Isr:u'l in the land of l\Ioab, denote the
I)i\'illl' 'rrllths, by 1l1PanS of \\'hich the conjunction of truth \\'jth
~()()d, :llld conjullction \\'ith the Lord, are effected \\'hen n1an is in
a state ~)f adulterated good,. J2S~, (>(>5-h , 2001, 54g6, iOlo. 3(>54, 246~;

and besl<.le the covenant \\'h1Ch hl~ Illade \\'ith them in :Hurl'b, dellote~

brought t hern forth out of
the Jand of I~gypt;

2()..·\nd we nt and served
other gods, and worsh ipped
t hcrn , ~ods whom t hev kne w
not , a~ld whom he had not
gi\"('n unto t lu-m :

27. Then-Ion: tllp angpr
(If tile I~OI~n was kindled
;lga i Il~t t II is land, to bring
upon It all the curse that is
w r i t ten in this book:

2S ...\ nd the L,OHD rooted
t lu-rn out of their land in
;lngf'r, and in w rat li, and in
great indignation, and cast
t lu '111 i 11to '-a not her 1and, as
at this day. .

2<). 'rile secret things he
J() ng tl n tot Ite L. ()l~ I ) 0 U r
(~()d: hut the things that
.m- rt'\'ealed belong unto us
a ncl to our r h i ld n-n for ('\"er,
that \\'P mn v do all the worcl-,
of this la\\':

and althoug-h he has been re
deemed, and preserved in
liberty of choice between goud
and ev il.

26. Arid further, that man
himself, in the abuse of that
liberty, devotes hi 111 self to
falsitfes and e v il s , and in
t c nsclv lov e s t he m , r-vcn falsi
ties a~HI evils of which in his
state of innoc-ence and instruc
tion he had bce n ignorant, and
which have not their orig-in
f rorn the Lord. ..

_, ..\nd this is the reason
of the appearance of anger
a g- a ins t the 01 fro J11 the I~0 r d ,
and of the appearances of
truth in the letter of the \\"ord,
aclaptcd to the states of the
wick cd.

28. For thcv are utterly
vastatcd as to all the degrees
of their lives by their own
free choice and thus t hev
co me into a confirmed state (;r
selfIshness to eternity.

2<).• \nd, indeed, the Lord
krio w s completely the inmost
states of all 111cn; and cnous- h
of truth is made k now n ~o
ma n in cvcrv sta t c of his life of
probation, that he ma v freely
choose to live accordil;g- to it.

be~ide..; those promot i ru; that conjunction w hich arc rr-ccivr-d III :l

:-;tatc of in ... t r uct ion , 10,543.

2 . .\Io ... l'~ calling unto all l srai-l and saying unto thr-m , dcn o tts
that Div inv Truth is cornm un icn t ed to all in the Spiritual Church
in that state g-iving prrccpt ion, iOIO, 6°47, 6840, Ig22; and" Yc h n v..
seen all that the Lord did before your eyes in the land of Egypt,
unto Pharaoh, and unto all his servants, and unto all his land,"
denotes arising [rorn t hr truths of the work of rr-dempt ion by t hr
Lord, w hcn ma n \\':1S in a st a t« rnr-rclv natural in which dorn in ion
ove-r r-vi l w a-. e xr-r ci sr-d ;Igain ... t nurr-lv natural truth in tr-r nal a nd
»x tr-r n.t l. and :lgain~t mvrr-Iv natural good thence derived, J()54, :2 1:;0,

200 I, 2() J~, 214X, 507l), 254 I, 5(>6.

3. The gH:at t cmpt at ion s w hich t h irn- eyes sa\\', the signs, and
those ~n'at wonders , denotes spiritual tr-mptn t ions. accornpanicd h~'

mnn ifr-st ru ion s of Divine P()\\'f'r e x tr-r nal and intr-rnn l , 2227, 227, 21.·t S ,

'2150 , 72 73.

4. TIn- Lord not having givpn you a heart to k now , and l'y('~ tu
~te, and ear s to hear, unto this day, denotes the rerncmbrance that
the merely natural man has no capucitv to lovr- the Lord, to under
stand truths, or to be obed icn t to the Lord, 2001, ()<j(>, ~S9~), 72i2 ,

2230, 214S, 254 2 , 283~.

5. .\lost's huviru; led t hr-m forty years in the wildor ncss , t h.: r·

clothes not waxen old upon t hern , and their shoe not waxe-n old
upon their foot, denotes that yet rna n is instructed in the natural
<tat e , and often t hroujrh tr-rnp tnt ions , b('ing preserved in trut h-.
adapted both to the spirit ua l and to the natural d,'gree of his life,
iO 10, 73°4, 2;OS, 10;J, 234 S , (.lS44.

6. :\ot ha\-ing eaten bread nor drunk w i n« ur strung drink; t h a t
yc might k n o w that I ;1111 t lu: Lord vo ur (;od, dr-notrs that ho had
not really appropriated r-vi l- .uid errors rx te r na llv and i n tr-r n a llv , ill
order that he Illight, as a spir it ua l mn n , ackllo\\-ft'dgf' t hr- Lord -both
a~ to good :1J1d truth, 21'R;. 4i45, 3 1(>S, SI J3 1G

, hSJ, 22JO, 2()OI.

;-, ('ollling unto t his place. and Sihon the king of l Ie shbon , n n d
()g the king of Ba~h:ln, cOllling out against liS to hat t le , and being
srnit tcn , denotes that. at length, a st a t« of conflict had ar ise n against
falsities in t h- understanding of the nu-rt-lv natural ma n , and evils
in the \\-iII th-reof ; and that thus the I1H'n:1\' natural man had been
conquered, bcc.ru «- place :-;ignitit·s state, 2625; Si hon mr-a ns ro otin e
out , or concl usion . and a", king- he denotes Ia ls i tv in the understand
ing, conjoined w i t h ('\'il, represented by the :\rilorites, 43 1 7 , IS57:!,
IbX2; J'Ieshbon rneans i'l~'C,'tioPl, industry, or thought, or he that
}zcLc;lcus to understand or tu build, 10,33 2 , 62G3' 590, 52S4, 6Si-S,
43qO, and thus clt'arl~' elf'notes thl' rational facuItv, and it is said
of the 1l1en-ly natural fllan, hf'caus{' it had bcl(lIigf'd to both thl'
\Ioabitf'.". and the .\n1orites, '24(lS, IS.)7; ()g Illeans (l ca}?c, and thll~

denotes falsity and ('vil conjoinf'd, 2 J ;7, bt'sid('s \\'hich he signifie~

<.;elfish }o\'(' , \\'hich is eSSt'ntial ,'viI, :1.E. J()',8, and Bash:1n J1H'anS ill

t~z(' l.ooth, ;'.' the h'uTy, in tlzf clz£1llgr, or i1' the sleep, and thus again
sl~ntfies ('\':] in tht' natural 111:1n, 442-}\ (}JS~'P, ,·P3t):! , ISO; COIning
out to battle, d'_'nott·s ,",pirituaJ conflict. or tClllptation, 1664; and
being slllitten dpn()tf'~ b('in~ ClHH.JlIcn'd, -}2.~ I. ,
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8. 'faking all their land, evidently denotes that the spiritual in the
natural man had prevailed, ver. 7; giving for an inheritance, denotes
g-aining possession of the natural degree, 2658; the Reubenites denote
faith in the understanding, 3863; the Gadites denote good works,
3934; and the Mannssites denote the new will of good, 6275.

C). Keeping', therefore, the words of this covenant, and doing them,
and prospering in all that ye do, denotes that the spiritual man is
admonished to preserve in himself the capacity for conjunction with
the Lord, which he has from wirhin , by the cultivation of truths and
the practice of goodness, 3382, 1288, 6oS-6, 5755, 4972.

10. Standing this day, all of yOll, before the Lord your God, your
heads, your tribes, your ciders and your officers. even all the 111cn
of l sraul, denotes t hnt he is prepared to receive good and truth from
the Lord, continually, as to the inmost things of the will and under
standirur, and as to the external things thereof, yea, even as to the
whole of those which constitute the church, 3136, 2838, 2001, 3728,
]85H, 6524-5, 7 1 1 1 , 3654-

I I. Your little ones, denotes as to every incipient good of inno
cence, 430; your wives, denotes as to every affection of truth, 5946;
the stranger in the midst of thy camps, denotes as to every state of
instruction conducing to henvcnlv order, 1461, 200, 4236; and from
the hewer of thv wood, unto the drawer of thv water, denotes includ
ing- all most external states, where merit is cfaimed for good actions,
or man feels wholly delighted in the acquisition of truths, 2784, 3058.

12. Entering- into thc covenant of the Lord thy (iod, and into his
oath, which he makcth with thee this day, denotes that the spiritual
ma nrnay be wholly conjoined with the Lord, and confirmed in Divine
'Truths perpetuallv, 665-6,2001,2842,2838.

I J. Establishing- thee this day unto himself for a people, and his
being- unto thee a God, as he spake unto thee, and as he sware unto
thy fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, denotes that he Inay
be defended bv establishment in truths, and that the Divine Truth
l11ay be ackno\\"ledged according to influx, and the irrevocable laws
of Order mnde known to man in ever," state of the church, celestial
spiritunl, and natural, 665, 3654, 2838: 2001, 1259, 8864, 2951, 2842.
JioJ, 60<)8.

Lt· Not l11aking- this covcnan t and this oath onlv with YOU, denotes
that not only is conjunction with the Lord effected. and confirmation
in truths, with the man of the internal, or Spiritual Church, 665-6,
2842 , 3654.

IS" BUl wit h him that st.mdr-t h here this day with us, before t hr
Lord our C;od, and also w it h him that is not lu-re with us this day,
denotes also with all in the external church who are under instruc
tion, and who are or Inay be, in tho capacity so to be, .3 136, 3654,
200 I, 28J8.

I(l. Kno\\"ing how \\"C dwelt in the land of Egypt, and how we
carne through the midst of the nations through which ""P passed,
denotes that t hr- internal man knows that once also he himself was
in the external, and in bondag-c there: and how he was delivered
Irorn the evils that afflicted him, in his passage from the natural to
the spiritual state, 2230, 1293, 8866, 200, 1259, i 849.

CI-JAPTER XXIX

17. Seeing their abominations and their idols, wood and stone,
silver and gold, which were among them, denotes that he knows he
himself had been overcome with evils, and had been devoted to false
worship both as to affection and thought externally, and as to
thought and affection internally, 2150, 7454, 1205, 24667, 42 5, 1259.

18. Lest there should be among you, evidently denotes lest the
spiritual man should yield to evils of any kind, 3654; 111<1n or ,v~man,

denotes individually as to thought or affection, 915, 725; family or
tribe, denotes generally as to affection or thought, 7833, 3858; whose
heart turneth awav this day from the Lord our God, to go to serve
the gods of those nut ions, denotes becoming averted from the Lord,
to lapse into the worship of self, 7272, 48 16, 2001, 3335, 886j, 8873,
1259; and U le-st there should be arnoruz you a root bearing gall and
wormwood," denotes lest there should be with him any inrooted evil
and falsity, 1488 , 4317-

19. It COOling to pass when he heareth the words of this curse,
or oath, that he bless himself in his heart saying, I shall have
peace, though I walk in the stubbornness of mine heart to destroy
the moist with the dry, denotes that so it should happen in reflecting
on those things causing aversion from the Lord, and following them,
he should imagine, he had conjunction with Him, and heave.nly
peace, and thus po\\'er to obstinately confirm both truth and falsity,
and thus to become profane, 4979, 4404, 1288, 379, 2842 , 35 14 , j272,

1822,92 5, 5 19 , 1\)'510,8185-

20. The Lord not pardoning- him, denotes that all who thus become
profane, are no long-er capable of deliverance, 2001, ~6; the anger
of the Lord, and his jealousy smoking ag-ainst that man, denotes
that such persons are violently and earnestly opposed to the Lord in
affection and thoug-ht, 8875; all the curse that is written in this book
lying upon him, denotes that they bring upon then~s:lvcs confirmed
states of wickedness, according to the laws of Divine Order con ...
rained in the 'Vord, 379, 8620; and the Lord blotting out his name
from under heaven, denotes that they will lose the heavenly character
entirely, 10,505, 145, 1i33.

21. The Lord separating him unto evil, out of all the tribes of
Israel, according to all the curses of the covenant, that is written
in this book of the law, denotes that such must be separated from
every state of g-ood and truth, according to the laws of order regard
ing the perverted man and church, 2001, 696, 4839, 3858, 379, 8620.

22. The g-eneration to come, your children that shall rise up after
you, and the for('igner that shall come [rom a far land, saying', when
they see the plagues of that land, and the sicknesses wherewith the
Lord hath made it sick, denotes that thus it will happen to such
persons in every state of a declining- church, that their condition
111ay be perceived by those of the true church, even that it should be
most external as to good and truth, and as to states of profanation
and spiritual sickness, 9845, 5912,204<),40609, 3075, 1822, 21 48,
10, 2 19, 5i I 2 -3, 2001, 6<)6.

23- Seeing that the whole land is brimstone, and salt, and burnirig ,
denotes perce ivirur the state of the vnstation of good and truth, 2I4R.
566, 1666; not sown nor bearing, nor any grass gro\ving therein,
denotes that its insemination of truth, its implantation in good, and

EE
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its reception of knowledge will be impossible, 9272, 9337, 5201, 2646 ;
like the overthrow of Sodoru , and Gomorrah, Adrnah and Zeboim,
denotes resembling' the complete vastation of the Ancient Church as
to all its principles, because to overthrow is to destroy, 9320, 50<10111

111e~n.s deep secret, or cement, and thus denotes in terior evil by which
falsities are bound together, 8230, 1229-1230, Gomorrah means a
rebellious people, or a fearful people, and thus denotes, falsities from
that evil, 1668, 1259,28263, Admah means earthly or red earth, and
thus denotes exterior evil, 566, 3300, and Zeboim 111CanS deer, goats,
and thus denotes again the falsity of that exterior evil, 64 13, 4 16<J ' ;
and "\vhich the Lord overthrew in his anger and in his wrath;"
denotes through aversion from the Lord both in feeling and thought,
200 I, 096, 579811 683-

24. Even all the nations saying, \Vherefore hath the Lord done
thus unto this land? What meaneth the heat of this great anger?
denotes that thus inquiry will be made conccrning the cause of this
state of vastation and aversion, 1259, 1822, 2001, 6<)6, 2618, 566, 934.
5798.

25. Men saying, Because they forsook the covenant of the Lord
the God of their fathers, which he made with them when he brought
them forth out of the land of Egypt, denotes the discovery that it is
Ulan who separates himself from the Lord, and from conjunction
with him, although he has been instructed, and although he has
been redeemed, and preserved in liberty of choice between good and
evil, 158, 1822,5812,665-6,2001,370313,8866, 146 f, 2954,3158.

26. Going and serving other gods, and worshipping them, gods
whom they kricw not, and whom he had not given unto them,
denotes that man himself, in the abuse of that liberty, devotes him
self to falsities and evils, and intensely loves them, even falsities and
evils of which in his slate of innocence and instruction, he had been
iFr~orant, and which have not their origin from the Lord, 3335, 8873,
886 7, 2230 , 2(}()I, 4097.

. 27. The ang-er of the Lord kindled ag-ainst t'his land, to bring upon
It all the curse that is written in this book, denotes that this is the
reason of the appearance of anger ag-ainst them from the Lord, and
of the aprear~nces of truth in the letter of the Word, adapted to the
states of the wicked, Si()X, 200 I, 934, 566, 696, 379, 8620.

2R.• T'he Lor.d r?otin~ them out o~ their land. in anger and in wrath,
an.d In g-reat indirrrmt ion, and casting' them Into another land as at
this d;:y, .denotes th:1t they are utt{~rly vastatcd as to all the degrees
of their lives by their own free choice,. and that thus they come into
a confirmed state of selfishness to eternity, 2001,696,4317,3705,
5798, 3909, 1683, 10663, 2838.

29" The secret thing-s belonging- unto the Lord our God; but the
things that are revealed belonging unto us and to our children for
ever. that we Illay do all the words of this law, denotes that, indeed,
the Lord knows completely the inmost states of all Olen; and that
enough ~f truth is made known to ITIan, in every state of his life
of probation, that he may freely choose and live according to it, i454,
2001, 5 J 21 2

, )654, 592 1 , 5755, 1288, 7 167.

It cannot ~c too strongly impressed upon the heart and mind of
the regenerating man of the Spiritual Church, that, in order to his

CHAPTER XXIX

regeneration, he is to enter into a continual covenant with the Lord;
that there cannot be a spiritual covenant, which is not free, mutual,
and under stipulated conditions; and that only by keeping the cove
nant, can he secure to himself the blessings of eternal life. Now
we have learned these things before; and \ve perceive from rernern
brance, and reflection on our former states, that we did make a
covenant with the Lord in former times; also we know that the
covenant never means anything else than conjunction with the Lord
by love, and therefore that the covenant in Moab, and the covenant
in Horeb, and the covenant in the promised land are all one, but
yet differ as to the state of instruction, the state of conflict, and the
state of victory. And moreover, we are here again reminded of the
general meaning and use of this book of Deuteronomy, which is not
only a repetition of the Law, a reflection upon it, and an impressive
lesson in life, but is also a new presentation of the Law, and a
forecast of one other presentarion of it, namely, that in which it
will be seen (rom a state of real love for the Lord and the neighbour.
And hence now we notice, the words of the covenant, signify Divine
Truths of Revelation in three senses, which are properly to be called
natural, spiritual, and celestial, or the truths of simple obedience,
of intelligent perception, and of genuine and pure affection.

But there are several points in the section which may be taken in
their order, as a general record of spiritual experience. And first,
the fact of a personal deliverance from Egyptian bondage, or from
the tyranny of the merely natural man, There was a time indeed
in which the delights of merely natural love prevailed, and this was
!10t felt as tyranny; but a chan~e followed, and we were no longer
In that state but longed for deliverance, at the same tirne , that we
were enlightened by the \Vord, while yet it was a very hard struggle,
which resulted in that deliverance. For \VC were not willi ng to give
up, .at ~nce, C?ur selfish gr~ltifi~ations, and to ad?pt a new principle
of life, involving a determination to obey the Divine Law at what..
ever cost to our selfishness. And we know now, 1110rCQVer, that our
fir.st relig}ous life. genuine as far as it went, was yet very much
tainted with selfish and worldly aspirations. And all this is involved
in the temptations, .and signs, and great wonders of our life which
were necessary in order that Pharaoh should no longer be our
governor, but that our rule of life should strictly be the Word of
the Lord as represented by Moses. StilJ, however, \ve have now to
confess, after ~any years of spiritual experience denoted by the forty
years In the wilderness, that our merely natural affections cannot
be regenerated, but must be entirely rejected, And it has taken us
all our time to realize this, so that, even now, it is hard for us to
feel and think that the new natural man is from the Lord alone
since the ultimate forms a~d expressions of that life, are necessarily
the same as t.hey were, SImply because, considered in themselves,
apart f~om evil, they are of Divine and heavenly origin. And yet
our seeing that, docs not enable us well to feel it. We shall do so,
however, ~y and bye, when Judgrnent is over and the pure sphere
of ~eaven IS assured us, and we are no longer in the land of Moab,
which means when we no longer have natural affections, contami
nated more .or .Iess .by evil a.nd its fal~ities. Thence then we perceive,
how much IS implied and Involved In not having a heart to know
and eyes to see, and ears to hear. '

But now, a wonderful thing follows, Although such has been the
case with us, and we are still spiritually in Moab, our truths denoted
by our garments have never been really contaminated with falsity,
nor has our new natural good, been adulterated. with evil, because
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the Lord has miraculously prevented this; and we have not really
appropriated, or made our own, either falsity or evil. Thus then
we have been most mercifully protected by the Lord, beyond our
dcservlngs ; and this is represented by our not having eaten bread.
nor drank wine. Also, in <.~oncillsion,\\"e have certainly had one
more valuable spirit ual experience. For as we have seen from the
spiritual sense of the history. the conquest of Sihon kin,? of the
Amorites and of Og- the king of Bashan represents the victory of
the spiritual man over evil in general, and the essential principle of
evil, which is selfishness, and the occupation of the country on the
eastern side of the Jordan. by the tribes of Reuben, of Gad, and of
the half tribe of Manassch symbolizes that now at least, Faith,
Obedience, and true Natural Good are firmly established in the
control of the new natural man, \Ve have good reason therefore
to be truly thankful to the Lord, and nlay now contemplate, and
think upon the contents of our second section which again treats of
the covenant.

And under the particular state of the spiritual man here described,
not the least is the perfect willingness he exhibits to be fully con
joined with the Lord not only outwardly but also inwardly. For
standing- signifies prescnce; and the Lord's presence with man in
the sense here understood, is exactly according to the willingness
of man to receive what is from Him, Everyone indeed is required
to devote the whole of his powers to the Divine service from love,
before conjunction can be full and complete; and this is taught in
the use of the four terms employed, namely heads, tribes, elders,
and officers, while the rest of the things enumerated describe par
ticulars involved. Hitherto the man of the church has only been
partially \\"illing- to devote hirnself , as is plain from the position of
the Israelites in the land of the Moabites, who denote a state of
adulterated good; but this is about to end, and there must be a full
reception of the Divine life, even to the ultimates represented by the
hewers of wood and t.he drawers of water. And next, we must
notice that although conjunction with the Lord is essentially by love
this also involves the confirmation of truth which is represented by
the oath which the Lord sware with Abraham, with Isaac, and with
.J acob. And if we consider this in relation to the regeneration of
the individual man, we shall see that it involves that there has been
thc conjunction of goodness and truth with him potentially from the
heg-inning", as to his inmost, as to his interior, and as to external
life , or as to all celestial, spiritual and natural principles. And
really, if this had not been so, the external ascending degrees of
conjunction, according to mans experience would not have been
possible. And then, of course, from this point of view, we perceive
that by the covenant being made not only with those present, but
with those not present as well, is properly denoted the eternal con
tinuity of conjunction with the Lord. And therefore the reg-enerating
mnn is led to the reflection at this point, that in his earlier states,
he had not been able to depend upon himself, but had depended
('very moment upon Divine aid. And therefore, now also he knows
and will continue to acknowledge, that of himself he is only evil,
n nd that if he should presume to think and persuade himself that it
is othr-rwise, then, indeed, he would be utterly lost. And thus it is
true, that, as there was not a sirurle person among- the Israelites,
who was not to be a sharer in the covenant with Jehovah, so with
each member of the Spiritual Church to eternity. there must not be
~ltlY feeling- or thoug-ht that partakes of selfishness or worldliness.
Rut in addition to the foregoing remarks, the following quotation

is given as bearing directly on the closing words of the section:
"l'hat gall and wormwood signify evil and falsity mingled wit h
good and truth. is still further evident from these words in Moses :
, Lest there should be arnong you man or woman, or family or tr ilx,
whose heart lookcth back this day [rom Jehovah our God to go and
serve the gods of the nations; lest there be among you a root
bearing gall and wormwood ' (Deut, xxix, 18). Here also gall and
\\"ornl\\"oodsignify the mingling of good and truth with evil and
falsity, which is the case when other gods are worshipped with the
heart, and Jehovah only with the lips; for then the external sounds
like good, and appears like truth, but the internal is evil and falsity.
And when the interiors are evils and falsities, and the exteriors
goods and truths, then both are mingled together with the result
that the good becomes gall and the truth becomes wormwood,
Similarly when man, in his heart. hates his neighbour and denies
the truths of the church, and yet outwardly shows charity towards
his neighbour. and professes the truths of the church, then there is
in him a root producing gall and wormwood for the evils and
falsities from the interiors enter, and mingle with the goods and
truths which he manifests in externals" (A.E. 5198). And when we
consider the meaning of U1e word root both naturally and spiritually
in this connection, we see further that, in order to genuine and
permanent conjunction with the Lord, all evil Blust be entirely
removed by Him, but yet that this cannot take place apart from our
0\\'11 co-operation. But the great truth here is. that, while we, in
continually doing- the work of repentance, only appear to remove
some genuine evil, the Lord at the same time, takes away not only
the root principle, but also the many particulars involved in that
general evil, and of which we ourselves have not been conscious.

The last section is plainly, in the internal sense, a description of
the utter vastation of those, who not only reject goodness and truth
but also profane them, and we are assured both in the literal sense
of the '\70ro , and in its spiritual teaching, that the lot of profaners
is worse than that of others in the other life. Our picture here,
therefore, is an impressive one, as even the outward description itself
shows. But we must consider a few points of the deeper meanin g
in order to realize more vividly, the danger they are in who have
once known and loved the truth and have afterwards confirmed
themselves against it. And first of all such a one is said to bless
himself in his heart, this evident ly implying that he is persuaded
that he will have conjunction w it h the Lord, while yet he lives an
evil life and Blust necessarily destrov the truth with the falsity in
hinlself.' Secondlv we are told that such profaners cannot have
their evil irernoved, not because the 140rd is unwillinjr or unable to
remove it, but because the man hiruse lf bv rning-ling- truth wit h
falsity in hirnsclf has destroyed the very mr-ans of his O\\'I~ ~al\'atio.11 ;
for g-ood alone cannot save any person, but only good conjoined wit h
truth in the life of obedience. And vet it follows irnrncdiatcly thn t
the profaner must be separated from the good because his prevajli~g
love is evil; and there is consequently aversion Irorn the truth, wh ile
yet some love for it remains, which can only be eradicated with g-reat
difficulty and throug-h much suflerinrr. And this is evident from all
that follows in the rest of the chapter. And here, we observe that,
while it is not possible for those in the corrupted church, which is
the result of such profanation, to be conscious of their actual positi.on,
yet those who constitute the true church are well able to perceive,
and lament it, and moreover to understand [rom the Word and from
revelation thence. that it is in a much worse state than appears
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upon the surface. so that its complete vastation filay be justly corn
pared with that of the Ancient Church as represented by the destruc
tion of the cities of Sodorn, and Gomorrah, and Admah and Zeboirn,
showing that this vastation is full and complete both with regard
to internal and external good and truth. For all the comparisons
of the \Vord are real correspondences, and we Illay be sure therefore.
that this would not have been made in the \Vord of the Lord, unless
it had been exactly appropriate.

But 1l0\V, in conclusion, there are three points, the mentioning of
which Blust not be omitted. And the first is the wonderful way in
which the rneaning of the names Sodom, and Gomorrah, Admah,
and Zeboirn, agree with their representation, which is shown in
giving the explanation of ver, 23. Indeed, we have now often seen
this, and reflection upon it ought to very much strengthen our faith
in the Divine Word, as having been a genuine revelation from
heaven, not only in the Pentateuch, but also in all the other inspired
books written at different times afterwards, these being well known
to the New Church in general, because they are particularly men
tioned in 10,325. The second point is that the wicked are entirely
separated from the good by their state of vastation, as described in
the internal sense in ver, 28, this being by their own choice, the
three terms ascribing anger to the Lord, really denoting, complete
aversion Irorn good on their part, even as to all the degrees of their
li fe. And the third is that the Lord knows intimately the real
spiritual state of all men, while man himself never has been and
never will be without a revelation Irorn heaven perfectly adapted to
all his needs; so that in any case of utter vastation such as is
described in this section, it is the fault of the man himself. For it
is inconceivable that man should have a free life conferred upon
him, without having the opportunity, or the power to obey the Divine
Law.

CHAp·T·EI~ XXX

SU)f~IARY OF THE SPIRITUAL SENSE

I ..After states of prosperity in the Spiritual Church followed by
its decline, a revival thereof will take place among those who are
willing' to do the work of repentance, and to be obedient to the Lord,
because the Lord wil! then deliver man [rom spiritual bondage; and
however remote any may be from the highest good he will still be
capable of regeneration; and the church will be restored by means
of such persons, verso 1-6.

2. But stilt it will always happen that those who persist in a life
of evil will be averted from the Lord : and, on the other hand, that
those who repent and are obedient will enjoy all spiritual good things
from inmost affections to things most external, verso 7-10.

3. For all this will be effected by means of the Word, a knowledge
of which man cannot acquire at all, merely from his own intelligence
either internal or external, while yet he has the capacity from the
Lord, both to understand it and to love it, verso 11-14.

4. And lastly, man is always preserved by the Lord in a state of
free determination between good and evil, and the Lord earnestly
desires that he should choose good, and thus be happy to eternity,
vers. J 5-20.

THE CO~TENTS OF EACl-l VERSE

I. And it shall come to
pass, when all these things
are come upon thee, the
blessing and the curse,
which I have set before thee,
and thou shalt call them to
mind among all the nations,
whither the LORD thy God
hath driven thee, .I

2 • And shalt return unto
the LORD thy God, and shalt
obey his voice according to
nil that I command thee this

4 2 3

I" And it will happen to the
spiritual man or to the Spirit
ual Church,-after states of
conjunction with the Lord and
states of aversion from Him,
which the Word has revealed
and will in future reveal,
when the church begins to
revive, even in a most de
generate age as to evils and
falsities, caused by such aver
sian;

2. And man does the work
of repentance, and is obedient
according to all the truths of
the \Vord continually, both as
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day, thou and thy children,
wit h all thine heart, and
with all thy soul;

3. That then the LORI)
thy God will turn thy' cap
tivity, and have compassion
upon thee, and will return
and gather thee from all the
peoples, whither the LORI)
thy God hath scattered thee.

4. If any of thine outcasts
be in the uttermost parts of
heaven, from thence will the
LORD thy God gather thee,
and frOITI thence will he
fetch thee:

s. And the LORD thy God
will bring thee into the land
which thy fathers possessed,
and thou shalt possess it;
and he will do thee good,
and multiply thee above thy
fathers.

6. And the L.ORD thy God
wil l circumcise thine heart,
and the heart of thy seed,
to love the LORI) thy God
with all thine heart, and
with all thy soul, that thou
mayest live,

7. Arid the LORD thy God
will put all these curses
upon thine enemies, and on
them that hate thee, which
persecuted thee.

8. And thou shalt return
and obey the voice of the

to internal states and their
derivations, with all the
power of the will and under
standing;

3. That then the Lord will
deliver man from spiritual
slavery; he will be affected
with the Lord's love, and will
again be established in truths,
notwithstanding the state of
vastation in the general
church.

4. I;or however remote any
man may be frorn the highest
good, yet he will be capable of
regeneration by the reception
of good and by instruction in
truths.

s. And by means of such
persons the church will be re
stored, according to advance
ment in good, and according
to the reception of truth; and
indeed it may become more
excellent than in any previous
state of good.

6. For instead of an external
church there will be a true in
ternal church by inward puri
fication from evil, and also
by such as is outward, when
love to the Lord prevails en
tirely both in will and under
standing, in order that man
may be made perfect.

7. But still, it will always
happen, that those who persist
in evil will be averted from
the Lord, both in understand
ing and will, because they are
opposed to the true Spiritual
Church.

8. But genuine repentance
will always be possible as to

fJORD, and do all his corn
mandrnents which I com
mand thee this day.

9. And the LORD thy God
will make thee plenteous in
all the work of thine hand,
in the fruit of thy body, and
in the fruit of" thy -'cattle,
and in the fruit of th v
ground, for good: for the
'-"ORO wj ll again rejoice over
thee for good.• as he rejoiced
over thy fathers:

10. If thou shalt obey the
voice of the L.ORD thy -Cod,
to keep his commandments
and his statutes which are
written in this book of the
law ; if thou turn unto the
f-"ORD thy God with all thine
heart, and with all thy soul.

I I. For this command
ment which I command thee
this da v, it is not too hard
for thee, neither is it far ofT ..

12. It is not in heaven,
that t hou shouldest sa v
\\"'ho shall go up for us to
heaven, and bring it unto
us, and make us to hear it,
that we may do it ?

13· Neither is it beyond
the sea, that thou shouldest
~}~, \'''"ho shall go over the
sea for us, and bring it unto
us, and make us to hear it
that we may do it ? '

14· But the word is verv
nigh unto thee, in thv

interior affections, and as to
extcrior, because the influx of
the Lord's love wi th man, is
perpetual.

9. And good conjoined with
truths will always be produc
tive of good works in their
power, as to inmost affections,
as to interior affections, and
as to external affections ex
pressed in such works ; for the
Lord is always most earnest
and zealous for the salvation
of man in every age and state
of the human race.

10. But this is, neverthe
less, conditional on true re
pentance by obedience to the
Lord in will and understand
ing, and a life according to
the laws of Divine Order ill
the \'''ord, and by the exercise
of the powers of the will and
understanding.

II. For it is not difficult
for man to become truly re
ceptive of life from the Lord
per'petually : and indeed that
life is always very near to man
in the \ \Tord.

J 2. It is not in the interior
men only, or f rom the Lord
t hrough the heavens there, so
that it can be acquired by the
natural understanding, tha t
thence man may perceive and
obey it.

13· Nor is it in the exterior
man only so that it can be
acquired ~by natural reason and
science for the same purposes.

14· But it is ever present
with man In his capacity to
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I~EFERENCES AND NOTES

mouth, and in thy heart,
that thou mayest do it.

15. See, I have set before
thee this day life and good,
and death and evil;

16. In that I command
thee this day to love the
LORI) thy God, to walk in
his ,vays, and to keep his
commandments and his
statutes and his judgements,
that thou mayest Jive and
multiply, and that the LORD
thy God (TIay bless thee in
the land whither thou goest
in to possess it.

receive truths outwardly ; to
love good inwardly ; and also
to be obedient.

15. For let man assuredly
know that he is always pre
served in a state of free-deter
ruination, and in the perception
that genuine life is love to the
Lord, and that real death is a
state of aversion from the
Lord.

16. For man is continually
receptive of the Divine Love
bv influx as to inmost affec
ti~ns; as to inmost truths, and
as to his ability to be obedient
in will, understanding and
action; and thus as to his
ability to enjoy that life, and
acquire truths in order that
he may have conjunction with
the Lord in the external man
as well as in the internal bv
acting entirely as from hin{
self.

thou rnavest live, thou and
thy seed :

20. To love the LORD thy
God, to obey his voice, and
to cleave unto him: for he
is thy life, and the length of
thy da.ys: that thou mayest
dwell In the land which the
LORD sware unto thy fathers,
to Abraham, to Isaac, and to
Jacob, to give them.

between good and evil, and
thus between conjunction with
the Lord and aversion from
Him; and that the Lord
desires that every man should
choose eternal life, even those
in its first principles, and in
its derivative principles.

20. For the l ..ord is life
itself in man; and this life is
to be manifested in all his
states, in order that he may
have a permanent External
corresponding- with his In
ternal, which has been irre
vocably confirmed to him from
eternity in every previous state
of the church, celestial, spirit
ual and natural.

17. But if thine heart turn
a\vay, and thou wilt not
hear, but shalt be drawn
a\vay, and worship other
gods, and serve them;

18. I denounce unto you
this day, that ye shall surely
perish; ye shall not prolong
your days upon the land,
w hit her thou passest over
Jordan to go in to possess
it.

19. I call heaven and
earth to witness agai nst you
this dav, that I have set
before thee life and death,
the blessing and the curse:
therefore choose life, that

17. And hence, therefore, if
man averts himself from the
I...ord is not \villing to be
obedient, and has turned a\vay
to the love and practice of
evils and falsities,

18. It is quite certain that
he must perish eternally, and
will not enjoy eternal life in
the heavenly state, by having
a heavenly external perfectly
corresponding to his internal
by a total separation of falsi
ties and evils.

19. And Divine Truth
teaches man continuallv both
by his internal and e~ternal
experiences, that he is in a
probationary state, and in the
perfect freedom of choosing

!'. I t coming to pass, denotes that a change of state will happen,
spiritually, 4979; all these things coming- upon thee, the blessing
and the ~urse, denot~s states of conjunction with the Lord, and states
of aversion .from HI""!, 35 14. 3i9; "\\'hich I have set before thee,"
denotes which the \\ord has revealed, and will in future reveal.
jOIO, 88<)9; an~ calling: th~nl to mind among all the nations. whither
the Lord thy G~d hath driven thee, denotes when the church begins
to revive, even In th~ most degenerate ag-e as to evils and falsities
caused by such aversron, 8884. 1259, 20<.>1 t ~6.

2. Returning unto the Lord thy God; obpying- his voice according
to. all that ~ command thee .this day, and thy children doing so; an'd
with all thine heart and with all thy soul, denotes that man does
the ~vork of repentance, and is obedient to all the truths of the Word
continually both as. to internal states, and their derivations, with all
the power of the \\"111 and understanding, 2288, 200 I. 5368, 21 9, 2838,
59 12 , 293°·

3· The Lord thy G.od turning thy captivity; having compassion
upon thee; and returrung to gather thee from all the peoples whither
the Lord thy God hath scattered thee, denotes that the Lord delivers
Ulan from spiritual slavery; that he will be affected with the Lord ls
love, and will ~gai!l be established in truths, notwithstanding' the
state of vastation In the general church, 2001, 6226, jY90, 569 1,

2288, 9273, 1259, 696, 1309.
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4. "rhine outcasts being in the uttermost parts of heaven, and the
Lord thy God gathering thee from thence, and fetching thee Irorn
thence, denotes that however remote any man nlay be from the
highest good, yet he will be capable of regeneration by the reception
of good, and by instruction in truths, 7051, Isaiah lvi, 8. 306, 36<)5.
1733. 9273, og3·

5. 'The Lord thy God brin~ing thee unto the land which thy fathers
possessed, possessing it, and doing thee good, and multiplying' thee
a~ove thy fathers, denotes that by means of such persons, the church
\\"111 be restored, according to advancement in good, and according
to the reception of truth; and that, indeed, it l11ay become more
l'~cellent than in any previous state of good, 2001, 8806,370513,2658,
2018, 4574.

6. The Lord thy God circumcising thy heart and the heart of thy
seed, to love the Lord thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy
soul that thou mayest live, denotes that instead of an external church,
there will be a true internal church, by inward purification from evil,
and also by such as is outward, when love to the Lord prevails
entirely, both in will and understanding, in order that every man
may be made perfect, 2001, 2039, j 2 72 , 1940-1, 2930, 290.

7. The Lord thy God putting all these curses upon thine enemies,
al~d ?n t!lCI11 that hale thee, which persecuted thee, denotes that
st ill It will always happen, that those who persist in evil will be
averted Irorn the Lord both i.n. understanding and w il] , because they
;.~re opposed to the true Spiritual Church, 2001, 8899, 379, 2851,
093-4, 1846.

8. Rcturriinjr and obeying the voice of the Lord, and doing all his
conul.landnlcnts, which I command thee this day, denotes that
genlune rcpen ranee w il l always be possible, as to interior affections,
and as to exterior. because the influx of the Lord's love with man is
perpetual, 2288, 5368, 219 , 2001, 5755, 338 2, 7010, 5486. 2838.

9. The Lord thy God mnk ing thee plenteous in all the work of
thine hand, denotes that good conjoined with truth will always be
productive of good works in their power, 2001, 5276, 1873, 8-8 - in
the fruit of thy body, in the fruit of thy cattle, and in the fruit ~f 'thy
g-round for good, denotes as to inmost affections, as to interior affec
~ions, _and as to external afTections, expressed in such works, 55 2 ,

b126, b135, 430 I, 4538; and the l ..ord again rejoicing over thee for
hood as he rejoiced over thy fathers, denotes that the Lord is alwavs
most earnest and zealous for the salvation of man in every age and
state of the human race, 2001, 8672, 2618, 4258, 370313. "

10. Obeyinr; the voice of the Lord thy God to keep his command
rnents an.d his statutes, which arc written in this book of the la w ;
and turning unto the Lord thy God with all thine heart and with
all thy soul, denotes that this, nevertheless, is conditional on true
repentance by obedience to the Lord in will and understanding, and
by a life according to the laws of Divine Order in the Word in the
exercise of the powers of the will and understanding, 5368, 219, 200 I,

3382, 8620, 6226, 2930.

11. The conlnland~lent which I command the~ ~his day not being
too hard for thee neither far off, denotes that It IS not difficult for
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man to become truly receptive of life from the Lord perpetually, and
that indeed that life is always very ncar to man, 3382, 7010, 5486,
2838 , 7068 , 727J, 4060'.

12. Not being in heaven that thou shouldest say, Who shall go up
for us to heaven, and bring- it unto us, and make us hear it that we
may do it? denotes that it is not in the interior man only, or Irorn
the Lord throug-h the heavens there, so that it can be acquired bv
!he natural understanding, that thence man may perceive and obev
It, 1733, 1822, 540 6 , 63 1S, 3 163, 5755·

13. Not being beyond the sea that thou shouldest say, Who shall
go over the sea for us, and bring- it unto us. and make us to hear it.
that we may do it? denotes that neither is it in the exterior man
only, so that it can be acquired by na turnl reason and science for the
same purposes, 3048 4 , JR22, 63RS, 3 163, 5755·

14. The word being very nigh unto thee, in thy mouth, and in thv
heart that thou rnayest do it, denotes that it is ever present with
!Jlan in his capacity t? receive truths outwardly; to love good
inwardly and to be obedient, 1288, 9378, 3313.

15. Setting before thee this day life and good, and death, and evil,
denotes that man is always preserved in a state of free determination
and in the perception that genuine life is love to the Lord, and that
real death is a state of aversion from the Lord, 2148, 8899. 2838,
3623, 3°4-

16. ~o~manding thee this day to Jove the Lord thy God, and to
walk In his ways, and to keep his commandments and his statutes
and his judgments, denotes that man is continually receptive of the
Divine Love by influx, as to inmost affections, as to inmost truths,
«ln~ as to his ability to be obedient in will, understanding', and
action, 7010, 5486, 2838 , 6<)3-4, 5 JQ, 2234, 3382, R357; living- and
multlplyinjr, denote to enjoy spiritual life, and acquire truths, 693-4,
q13; and the Lord thy God blessing- thee in the land whither thou
g-oest in to possess it, denotes in order that he may have conjunction
with the Lord in the external man as well as in the internal by acting
entirely as from himself, 2001, 35 14, 3654, 3705, 6g01, 2658.

'7. Thine heart tu~njng' away, and thy not hearing, but being
drawn a"'ay to worship other g-ods and serve them, denotes if man
averts himself from the Lord, is not ,,-illing to be obedient, and has
turned a"'ay to the love and practice of evils and falsities 7272
6226, 2542, i05 I, Isaiah lvi. 8, 8867, 8873. "

18. Denouncing-. unto you his day that yp sha ll surely perish,
denotes the certninty t.hat he must perish spirituallv, 3209, 2838 .
7655; and not prolong-Jng- your days upon the land whither thou
passest over j ordnn. to go in to possess it, denotes no enjoyment of
eternal Jjf~ in the .h('av~nly state, by having- an External perfectly
co~r('spondlng- to his l nternnl by a total separation of falsities and
evils, 889S, J58S, 4255, 6901, 2658.

ro, Calling heaven and earth to witness ng-ninst you this dav,
that I have set before thee life and death. the blessing- and the curse,
genotes that Divine Trut~ teaches man. c?ntinual1v both by his
Internal and external experiences, that he IS In a probationary state,
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and in the perfect freedom of choosing between good and evil. and
thus between conjunction with the Lord, and aversion from Him,
JOIO, 1733, 8908, 2838 , 8890. 3623, 304, 3S 14, 379; and choosing life,
that thou mayest live, thou and thy seed, denotes the desire of the
Lord that every man should choose eternal life, even those in its first
principles. and in its derivative principles, 3900", 193"'-, 3623, 683,
3654, 1940-1-

20. Loving the Lord thy God, obeying his voice, and cleaving unto
hirn : his being thy life and the length of thy days, and dwelling in
the land which the Lord sware unto thy fathers, to Abraham, to
Isaac, and to Jacob. to g-ive them, denotes that the Lord is life itself
in Ulan, and that this life is to be manifested in all his states, in
order that he may have a permanent External corresponding with
his Internal, which has been irrevocably confirmed to him from
eternity, in every previous state of the church celestial, spiritual and
natural, 693-4, 2542 , 21 9 , 3875, 36 23, 889 8, 12 93 , 3705, 2268, 2001,
2842 , 3703, 6098, 8899·

The first section of this chapter concerns the revival of the church
in the world after its decline and consummation, and it must be
manifest that this takes place with others, and not "lith those who
constituted a part of the old, corrupt, and vasta ted church, because
these were removed by the process of the judgment, and because a
new generation of people springs up, which requires to be distinctly
regenerated as to every individual. Hence then, the appearance in
the literal sense, that the same nation or people is referred to, is
only intended to teach that the church may be revived with any
nation, the individuals of which arc capable of regeneration because
they are willing' to admit it. And we have an illustration and
example of this truth in the fact, that a great 111any of the first
Christians were Jews, and also people of various other nations, and
also in the fact that the New Church is being formed of all those in
the Christian Church at the present day, who have any religion
(A.R. 69), but not necessarily of only those'(1'.C.R. 840). But we
notice particularly here. that the church is addressed as an individual.
For it is made up of individuals. and unless individuals be regener-
ated there is no church. The words of the section, therefore, are
applicable to each one of us, and nlay be so applied, and there is not
a single person, who has not violated the law of the Lord, and
who does not need, in the probationary state, to return unto the Lord
by doing the work of repentance. But if we look into it, we shall
now see that verso 2-3 teach what repentance is and how it is to be
accomplished. For evidently to return unto the Lord is to shun all
those evils which separate us Irorn the Lord, and to do this not
merely on account of the inconvenience, and suffering which evils
cause, but because evils are opposed to the Divine Life, which, when
it truly exists in man, is love to the Lord and charity towards the
neighbour. And 1110reOVer, in doing this work of repentance by
shunning evils, all our faculties must be exercised. For we are
required to return unto the Lord with all our heart. and with all our
soul, that is to say, with all the power's of our wills and under
standings. And we see, further, that unless we do this, the Lord
cannot relTIOVC our evils, this clearly being implied in turning our
captivity" And it is vr-rv relll;lrk:lbh~ here, that a Iife of opposition
to the laws of Divine Order, is certainly a life of captivity, and that
a life according- to t lro-«: laws is a life of Irr-edorn , however much it
may appear to ourselves ou twardl v, at first, that it is a life of
restraint. But ~gain, ver. 4 contains most important teaching liter.

ally, and spiritually; literally, because it shows that \\ herever any
one nlay be, and of whatever nation or people, he is not beyond the
care of the Divine Being, and spiritually, because it involves, that
there is no state of evil, or mere selfishness, in which a man may
be, that is too rernote for the mercy of the Lord to reach. And
besides, the Lord plainly says, in the Gospel, "COlnc unto Me all ye
that labour, and arc heavy laden and I will give )'OU rest 9t (Matt. xi.
28). But next, ver, 5 shows, spiritually. that the consequence of
shunning evil, or of the work of repentance, is the reception of
good, signified by being brought into the land which the fathers
possessed; and ver, 6 goes a little farther, and makes it clear, that
out\\'ardobedience by us Irorn right motives, will result in that
internal purification which is represented by the ancient practice of
circumcision, For this is especially necessary in order that love
may be triumphant in every region of the mind without the slightest
shadow of imperfection.

The second, section, however, understood in its internal sense,
shows that evil always brings a certain result, and also that good
does the same. For the enemies of the Israelites denote those who
are persistent in the love and indulgence of what is evil and false
and, abstractly, evils and falsities themselves; and it is in the very
nature of these to despise all good things, and constantly to oppose
themselves to the truth. But on the other hand it is in the very
nature of g-oodness and truth, and consequently of all persons who
are regenerated by the Lord, to be obedient to the laws of order, and
this, not Irorn self-interest, or for the sake of honour and glory in
the world, but because they love them for their ow n sake; and their
obedience, therefore, is not only temporary, but eternal, as is repre
sented spiritually by the expression" this day." And of course it is to
be clearly understood not only in this place. but constantly throughout
the Word, that wherever it is said that the Lord puts curses on any
one, or engages in war with any nation, as it is said He would have
war with ...\malek, thereby is meant in the internal sense, that the
wicked avert themselves from the I..ord; and that wars of every kind,
and even the spiritual wars, which are called temptations, originate
in evil. and that although from actual wars some good nlay often
appear to be the result, as well as (rom man's victories in overcoming
his spiritual enemies, yet the real truth is that no good whatever can
have an evil origin, and that wherever good fully prevails, warfare
of all kinds will certainly cease, as is the case in the heavens, where
although they are so immense, and are continually increasing, yet
wars are unknown, and the government of pure love prevails
every\'lhere.

But there are t wo more things in the latter half of the section
that call for a little attention, It is to be carefully observed that all
the increase and abundance of the things of the created universe,
are entirely the result of good from the Lord; and that in proportion
as ruankind departs Irorn a state of good, in the sa me proportion
there is decrease in living things and scarcity of all those things
in the vegetable and mincra l kingdoms, which minister to the
support and continuance of a nimal and hurnn n life. And this is
true, although man cannot, from nature alone, investigate causes
which all have their origin in what is spiritual and Divine. And
thus it happened during'" the period of the represcnt at ive church, that,
when its nlembers were even externally obedient to the laws pn:
scribed for them, they had prosper itv and SllCC('SS, and when, on the
contrary, they were disobedient, misfortune and disaster befell them.
And so also spiritually as the correspondences in this connection



clearly show, persistence in good leads to abundance in truths of all
kinds, and a departure from good inevitably causes great scarcity
as to truths. But the other point is, that notwithstanding these
things are so, yet it is certain Irorn a study of the last verse of the
section literally and sl?iritually, that no man is ever compelled to
olx~y the laws of his life, and that this is why it is sa id, .. il thou
shalt obey the voice of the Lord thy God, to keep his commandments
and his statutes which are writ tcn in this book of the law." And
the last words of the verse show that this is to be done from right
Illatives, and not merely for the sake of receiving outward blessings.

The third section is very interesting, because it shows the import
ance of the \Vord in general as the great means by which man is to
be regenerated, and without which he cannot be regenerated. And
indeed this is very plain from the literal sense of the Scriptures
throughout, which abounds in genuine truths very simply expressed,
and also in appearances of truth adapted to the varied states of
mnnk ind. And this fact about the external form of the Word
ought to be better understood in the world than it generally is. For
nlthough false doctrines tllay be formed and have been formed in
the past by confusing the real truths of the literal sense with its
appearances of truth, as for example, where the Divine Being has
been thought to exist as Three Divine Persons who were somehow
rnysteriously One God, while yet He is One in Essence and in
Person, as He Himself declared by saying, "He that hath seen me
hath seen the Father" (John xiv. q}, and where lIe has been con
sidered as capable both of love and anger, while yet I-Ie has said,
" I am Jehovah, I chang-e not" (Mal, iii. 6); still we are taught truly,
that all doctrine is to be drawn from the literal sense of the Word
and is to be confirmed thereby (Tae.R. 225), which shows that there
is sufficient truth in that sense for man's salvation. And if we turn
to the revelation of the internal sense, and consider from that point
of view the wonderful and Divine character of the Word as gIving
conjunction between mankind and heaven, and as being the medium
throug-h which the Lord Himself teaches everyone, we cannot but
be convinced, that without the \Vord, regeneration would be impos
sible. But consider the spiritual teaching- here given. I t is not
difficult for us to understand that the words of the Lord are spirit
nnd life; and g-ood men in all ages of the church have felt that in it
the Lord is very near, so that its Divine precepts affect them in a
manner quite indescribable. For U it is not in the interior man only,
or Irorn the Lord through the heavens there," so that a man is
required deeply to investigate in order to acquire it, and obey it;
neither is it in the exterior man only, so that it can be discerned
by natural reason without any effort· for the same purposes; but it
is wonderfuflv adapted to both the nn turnl and spiritual man, so that
it apponls to both, and is thus suited to the naturnl rnrm accordirur
to his state, and to the spir it unl man according to his stale. And
this, truly, has ber-n the experience of men in all ages, and very often
docs it happen, that the simple hearted and innocent have a keener
perception of its Divine mysteries, than they have, who are distin
guishC'd by great learning, and superior discernment as to natural
truths, and their application to the ordinary affairs of life. And
indeed, the internal truths of the Word are absolutely perfect because
they are from Divine Good; and its interior precepts are never
failing, giving heavenly wisdom to those who are without guile, for
the same reason. I ts external truths also, are exact and stimulate
and delight the affections; while its precepts are free from all con
tamination with evil and falsity, and greatly enlighten the under-
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standing of the spiritual man; and those who fear to violate its holy
truths become permanently pure; while its exterior judgments are
true and righteous altogether [Ps, xix. 7-9).

And now finally in simply reading- over the words of the last
section even in its literal sense we cannot be otherwise than deeply
and strongly impressed with the solemnity and force of its teaching.
But mark well also its interior meaning. No man is compelled to
accept the heavenly life; nor is he prevented by any force from
choosing the infernal life. This is the universal law that lies at the
very foundation of human existence. Also observe that genuine life
is love to the Lord and the neighbour. or good, and that real death
is its opposite, which is the love of self and the world separated
from the higher love, or evil. Secondly. there is a perpetual influx
of life from the Lord disposing all men to love Him and to distin
guish between that love and the truths of the Word which embody
it. Thirdly, those truths themselves are to be carefully distinguished
one from another as adapted to the various degrees of man '5 complex
life. Fourthly. by truths, as the means, man may acquire spiritual
life, and abundantly increase in knowledge, besides having con
junction with the Lord, and thus the full possession of all his natural
faculties in the truly heavenly state.

Fifthly, however, a man is free to turn (rom these true joys and
verities of life; but he must, in this case, endure the inevitable
results. Sixthly moreover, although he Inay do this, Divine Truth
declares that the Lord earnestly desires his salvation. And seventhly,
because all life is from the Lord, man is quite capable of loving
Him, and of confirming himself in truths, in order that he may
be supremely happy to eternity, yea, as to every degree of his life,
celestial, spiritual and natural.
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CI-IAPTER XXXI

SUM~IARY OF TIlE SPIRITUAL SENSE

I. Concerning the completion of the period of instruction, and the
introduction of the spiritual man into the heavenly state, in which
he will overcome interior evils as previously he had subdued evil
externally, verso 1-8.

2. That after states of conflict, when victory is gained, with free
dom Irorn all inferior motives, the Divine Word, or the Divine La\V

will be fully confirmed and established, by the fuJI conjunction of
good with truth, as to all the powers of the mind internal and
external, verso 9-13.

3. But this state is only realized by passing out of the merely
natural state, and entering into a state of holy truth (rom good
through which the Lord governs the church, ver, 14.

4. And lastly there is revelation from the Lord concerning the
corruption of the church, and concerning the preservation of the
Word in that state, so that, in every age Divine Truth is a witness
against evil, vers. 15-30.

Joshua, he shall go over
before thee, as the LORD
hath spoken.

4. And the LORD shall do
unto them as he did to
Sihon and to Og, the kings
of the Amorites, and unto
their land; whom he de
stroyed.

s. And the LORD shall
deliver them up before you,
and ye shall do unto them
according unto all the com
mandrnenr which I have
c-ommanded you.

and overcome; and in this
\\'ay effect the conjunction of
the external {nan with the
internal; but that this will be
done mediately by Divine
Truth combating, according
to Divine Providence.

4. And thus Divine Good
will overcome evil internally,
as it had overcome externally
by the subjection of the merely
natural man as to falsities
derived from evil in the under
standing, and evils producing
falsities in the will.

5. And thus the spiritual
man will have po\ver over
evils interiorly, and there
conquer according to the pro
mises of the Lord in His
Divine "Jord.

THE CONTENTS OF EACH VERSE

I. A nd Moses went and
spake these words unto all
Israel.

2. And he said unto them,
I am an hundred and twenty
years old this day; I can no
more go out and come in:
and the I..JoRD hath said unto
me, Thou shalt not go over
this Jordan.

.3· The LORI) thy God, he
\"!ll go over before thee; he
\\'111 destroy these nations
f rom before thee, and thou
shalt possess them: and
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I. Divine Truth flows in
wi th the man of the Spiritual
Church giving revelation from
the Lord;

2. And thence it is perceived
that the period of instruction
with him is completed; that
fluctuation of state as to ruling
principles is about to cease;
and tha t he who is now a
rnerely natural man remains
so.

3· Also that good conjoined
with truth is inmost with the
spiritual man from the Lord,
and leads him into the hea
venly state in which he will
have to endure temptations

6. Be strong and of a
good courage, fear not, nor
be affrighted at theme: for
the LORD thy God, he it is
that doth go with thee; he
will not fail thee, nor for
sake thee.

7. And Moses called unto
Joshua, and said unto him
in the sight of all Israel, Be
strong and of a good cour
age: for thou shalt go with
this people into the land
which the LORI) hath sworn
unto their fathers to give
them; and thou shalt cause
them to inherit it.

6. And therefore the man of
the church is to be courageous
as to understanding and will
inwardly and outwardly; for
it is the Lord who helps him,
nor docs good conjoined with
truth ever fail.

i. Moreover Divine Truth
teaching stirnulates Divine
Truth combating, and gives
perception, thus influencing
the whole spiritual man, in
spiring him with courage both
as to understanding and will,
and giving assurance that he
shall attain to the heavenly
state by the conjunction of the
external with the internal man
from the Lord, according to
the i rrevocable decree of
Divine 'Truth, and that then
he should enjoy life as if it
were hi s own,
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8. And the LORD, he it is
that doth go before thee; he
wil l be with thee, he will not
fail thee, neither forsake
thee: fear not, neither be
dismayed.

9. And l\loses wrote this
law, and delivered it unto
the priests the sons of Levi,
which bare the ark of the
covenant of the LORD, and
unto all the elders of Israel.

10. And Moses com-
manded them, saying, At
the end of every seven
years, in. the set time of the
year of release, in the feast
of tabernacles,

II. When nil Israel is
come to appear before the
L,ORD thy God in the place
which he shall choose, thou
shalt read this law before all
Israel in their hearing.

12. Assemble the people,
the men and the women and
the little ones, and thy
stranger that is within thy
gates. that they may hear.
and that they may learn, and
fear the IJORI) your God,
and observe to do all the
words of this Iaw ;

IJ. And that their chil
dren, which have not
known, 1l1ay hear, and learn
to fear the I.. ORI) your God,
as long as ye live in the land

8. And indeed, Divine Good
is really the inmost life of the
spiritual man and leads Him;
is ever present with him; sup
ports him with good and
truth; and inspires him with
courage inwardly and out
wardly.

9. For the Divine Truth, or
the Divine l ..aw is confirmed
and established with man in
good and in truth thence de
rived by influx through the
inmost heaven, and conjunc
tion with the Lord, and by the
reception of wisdom.

10. And thence, Divine
Truth flows in and gives per
ception, that after a full state
of spiritual conflict, when free
dom Irorn inferior motives
has been gained, and good is
implanted in the external man,

I I. \Vhen the whole spirit
ual man worships the Lord in
a state of the full conjunction
of good with truth, then also
the Word, or the Divine Law
will be fully opened, and
understood, and obeyed.

12. For this worship of the
I...ord makes the whole church
one, as to truth; as to the
affection for truth; as to the
good of innocence; and as to
states of instruction in exter
nal things, producing- obedi
ence, intelligence, and love
with reverence and obedienc~
in particula r to all the truths
of the Word.

13. And thus that those who
are, as yet, in innocence
through ig-norance, may under
stand and g-ain intelligence
leading to a state of holy fear,

whither ye go over Jordan to
possess it.

14- And the LORD said
unto Moses, Behold, thy
days approach that thou
must die: call Joshua, and
present yourselves in the
tent of meeting, that I may
give him a charge. And
Moses and Joshua went, and
presented themselves in the
tent of meeting.

15. And the LORD ap
peared in the Tent in a
pillar of cloud: and the
pillar of cloud stood over
the door of the Tent,

16..And the LORD said
unto Moses, Behold, thou
shalt sleep with thy fathers;
and this people will rise up,
and go a whoring after the
strange gods of the land,
whither they go to be
among them, and will for
sake me, and break my cove
nant which I have made
with them.

17. Then my anger shall
be kindled against them in
that day, and I \"iIJ forsake
them, and I will hide rnv
face from them, and they
shall be devoured, and many
evils and troubles shall come
upon them; so that they will

according to every state of
spiritual life Irorn good,
which is given to the spiritual
man as if it were his own.

14. But this state of per
fection is only realized by
passing out of the merely
natural state, and entering
into a state of holy truth
from good through which
the Lord governs the man
of the church.

15. For the Lord reveals
Himself in this state medi
ately by Divine Truth in
obscurity, which is manifested
even to the understanding of
the natural man, when he is
obedient.

16. And it is revealed bv
the Lord from the Word, thci't
every man must be associated
with his like, and rest in that
association in the eternal
world and sta tc; also tha t
Divine Truth will disappear
f rorn among men; and that
then falsities and evils will
arise in the place of truths by
the falsification of truths and
they will entcr into stat~s of
evil; and that thence the Lord
will be rejected as to truths,
and conjunction with Him by
good will be broken.

I i. And then also will arise
aversion f rorn the Lord, with
negle~t of Divine Truths, and
the disappearance of interior
things; men will be consumed
by evils, and falsities of manv
kinds will trouble them, until
they ?re led, in that state, to
perceive that separation from
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say in that clay, 1\ re not
t h esc e v i Is co III e upontis
because our (~()d is not
among us?

18. And I wi ll surely hide
IllY face in that day for all
the evil which they shall
have wrought, in that they
are turned unto other gods.

19. Now therefore write
ye this song for you, and
teach thou it the children
of Israel: put it in their
mouths, that this song Inay
be a witness for me against
the children of Israel.

20. For when I shall have
brought them into the land
which I sware unto their
fathers, flowing' with milk
and honey; and they shall
have eaten and filled them
selves, and waxen fat; then
will they turn unto other
gods, and serve them, and
despise Inc, and break Iny
covenant.

21. j\ nd it shall come to
pass, when many evils and
t roubles are C0l11P upon
them, that this song shall
testify before them as a wit
ness; for it shall not be for
gotten out of the mouths of
their seed: for I know their
irnagination which they go
about, even now, before I

the Lord is the cause of all
the evils which afflict mankind.

18. For when man lapses
into evil then he loses the
capacity to understand and
appreciate interior things, and
practises evil and turns him
self to what is false from evil.

19. But nevertheless man
has po\vcr f rom the Lord to
confirm good and truth in
actions, and to become intelli
gent in truth from the Word ;
yea, he has po\ver to utter
truth and good; and this
power enables him to be a
witness against himself as to
the evils of the unregenerate
state.

20. And indeed, when man
enters into the heavenly state
confirmed to him in every age
of the church, wherein truth
from good with all natural
delight is realized; and yet he
selfishly appropriates good,
claims truth as his own, and
abuses external pleasures, then
he turns from the Lord to the
falsities of evils, devoting
himself to them, despising
Divine Truth, and rejecting
conjunction with the Lord.

2 I. And it will happen in
this state of evil and falsity
in life, tha t s till Olen will hav~
the \ \Tord as a witness against
themselves; for at no period
in the future will the church
be without the Word ; and the
vain imaginations of the unre
g-enerate heart are known to
the Lord in all states of the
church, thus, even in the state

have brought them into the
land which I sware ,

22. So Moses wrote th is
song the same day, and
taught it the children of
Israel.

23· ...\nd he gave Joshua
the son of N un a charge,
and said, Be strong and of
a good courage: for thou
shalt bring the children of
Israel into the land which -I
sware unto them: and 1 will
be with thee.

24· And it came to pass,
when Moses had made an
end of \vriting the words of
this law in a book, until they
were finished,

25· That J\Ioses com-
manded the Levites, which
bare the ark of the covenant
of the LORD, saying,

26. Take this book of the
law, and put it by the side
of the ark of the covenant of
the LORD your God, that it
may be there for a witness
against thee.

2j. For I know thy rebel
lion, and thy stiff" neck:
behold, while J am vet alive
with YOU this dav, "ve have
been "rebellious against the

when corrupted good is as yet
active, and before they have
realized the heavenly state
which is confirmed to them bv
the Lord. .I

22. Arid thus the Word is
preserved to man; and Divine
'[ruth from Divine Good is
communicated thence in every
age.

23" And thus truth combat
ing- against evil receives full
instruction and energy, with
the perception that the spirit
ual man must be brave both in
thought and determination
and thus his realization of
good will be sound and he
will have the Lord's presence
with him continually.

24· And it also happens,
when rnarrs state of proba
tion, wherein he learns truths
and obedience merely for the
sake of himself is completed,

2.C). That there is an influx
of Divine Good with the man
of the church Riving percep
tion from the \\Tord,

26. That Divine Truth, or
the Divine Law is to be ac
knowledged as having its
orig-in in good, and as pro
ceeding through the inmost
heaven, at the same time that
it is distinguished from good,
and can thus he a medium and
a witness against evil.

27· For the Lord knows the
tendency of man to falsity,
and to the breaking of con
junction with Himself; and
that in every state of regener-
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REFERENCES AND NOTES

I. Moses going and speaking these words unto all Israel, denotes
that Divine Truth flows in with the man of the Spiritual Church.
7010, 3335, 295 I, 3654.

LORD; and how much more
after my death?

28. Assemble unto me all
the elders of your tribes,
and your officers, that I may
speak these words in their
ears, and call heaven and
earth to witness against
them,

29. For I know that after
my death ye will utterly
corrupt yourselves, and turn
aside from the ,vay which I
have commanded you; and
evil wiJl befall you in the
latter days; because ye wi l l
do that which is evil in the
sight of the LORD, to pro
voke him to anger through
the work of your hands.

30. And Moses spake in
the ears of all the assembly
of Israel the words of this
song, until they were
finished.

ation, when good and truth
are active, evil also is active.
How much more then will this
be the case, when Divine
Truth is rejected and with
drawn!

28. And therefore it is corn
manded that man should
always keep the truth before
him as his guide, that he may
learn, and be obedient, and
acknowledge that the truth
condemns his evil.

29. For indeed, if it be re
jected, he will become utterly
corrupt in heart and in life,
and will suffer the conse
quences of evil, and this en
tirely from the depravity of
his unregenerate heart, in
spite of his knowledge of the
truth, and will avert himself
Irorn the Lord through his
wicked ness.

30. And it actually happens
that there is revelation from
the Lord, by the Word in all
Iulness, and in all states of
the man of the Spiritual
Church to eternity.

that fluctuation of state as to ruling principles is about to close,
and that he who is now a merely natural man remains so, 1822, 3654,
6752, 2905, 9927, 2001, 1822, 1585.

3. The Lord thy God going over before thee, denotes that good
conjoined with truth is inmost with the spiritual man, from the
Lord, and leads him into the heavenly state, 2001, 1585, 358; destroy
ing the nations and then possessing them, denotes the endurance of
temptations and overcoming, and that the conjunction of the external
man with the internal, Ibb4. 10,674, 2658, 2268, 1733; and Joshua
going over before thee as the Lord hath spoken, denotes that this
will be done mediately by Divine Truth combating, 8595, 1585, 358,
2001. 2951.

4. The Lord doing unto them, as he did to Sihon and to Og the
kings of the Amorites, and unto their land; and whom he destroyed,
denotes that thus Divine Good will overcome evil internally as it
had overcome externally by the subjection of the merely natural man
as to falsities derived from evil in the understanding and evils pro
ducing falsities in the will, 2001, 2618, chap. i. 4, 1733.

5. Thee Lord delivering them up before you, and doing unto them
according to all the commandment which I have commanded you,
denotes that thus the spiritual man will have power over evils
interiorly, and there conquer according to the promises of the Lord
in His Divine Word, 2001, 6854, 358, 5i55, 7010, 3382, 5486.

6. "Be strong and of a good courage, fear not nor be afTrighted
at them," denotes that therefore the man of the church is to be
courageous as to understanding and will inwardly and outwardly,
372 j 8 , 6343, 2826; and "the Lord thy God, he it is that doth go
with thee; he rwil! not fail thee nor forsake thee," denotes that it
is the Lord who helps hint, nor does good conjoined with truth ever
fail, 2001, 10,567, 3820, 5812.

7. Moses calling unto Joshua and saying unto him in the sight
of all I srael, Be strong and of a good courage, denotes that Divine
Truth teaching stimulates Divine Truth combating, and gives per
ception thus influencing the whole spiritual man, inspiring him with
courage both as to understanding and will, JOIO, 6752, 6840, 1822,
21 48, 3654, 37278

, 6343; and going with the people into the land,
which the Lord hath sworn unto their fathers to give them; and
causing them to inherit it, denotes giving assurance that he shall
attain to the heavenly state by the conjunction of the external with
the internal man from the I...ord, according to the irrevocable decree
of Divine Truth; and that then he should enjoy life as if it were his
own, 10,567, 1259, 3i05. 2001, 2842,370313,8899,2658, 1733.

8. H The Lord, he it is that doth go before thee; he will be with
thee, he will not fail thee nor forsake thee: fear not neither be
dismayed;" denotes that, indeed, Divine Good is really the inmost
life of the spiritual man, and leads hirn ; is ever present with hirn ;
supports him with good and truth; and inspires him with courage
inwardly and outwardly, 2001, 10,567, 4549, 3820, 58 12.

2. Saying unto them, I am an hundred and twenty years old this
day; I can no more go out and come in; and the Lord hath said
unto me, Thou shalt not g-o over this Jordan, denotes that thence it
is perceived that the period of instruction with him is completed,

9. Moses writing this law and delivering it unto the priests, the
sons of Levi, which bare the ark of the covenant of the Lord, and
unto all the elders of I srael, denotes that Divine Truth, or the
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Divine La \V, is confirmed and established with man in good and in
truth thence derived by influx through the inmost heaven, and con
junction with the Lord; and by the reception of wisdom, 7010, 6752 ,

H620, H899. Ij.28, 10,017, 9500, 9485, 666, 2001, 6524-S'

10. Moses commnnding them saying, denotes that thus Divine
Truth flows in, and gives perception, 7010, 5-186, 1822; and at the
end of every seven years, in the set time of the year of release, in
the feast of tabernacles, denotes that after a full state of spiritual
conflict, when freedom from inferior motives has been gained, and
good is implanted in the external 111an, 716, 1703, 25677, 2625 . 9296,
chap. xv, I, xvi. 13.

II. All Israel corning to appear before the Lord thy God, in the
place which he shall choose, and reading this law before all Israel
111 their hearing, denotes when the whole spiritual man worships
the Lord in a state of the full conjunction of good with truth, then
also the Word, or the Divine La\V, will be fully opened, and under
stood, and observed, 3654, 1853, 2 ISO, 358, 2001, 2625, 3900", chap.
xii. S, 2826", JOIO, 675 2, 3 163, 2542.

12. Assembling the people, the men, and the women, and the
little ones, and thy stranger that is within thy gates, that they may
hear, and that they nlay learn, and fear the Lord your God, and
observe to do all the words of this law , denotes that this worship
of the Lord Blakes the whole church one as to truth; as to the
affection for truth; as to the good of innocence; and as to states
of instruction in external things, producing obedience. intelligence,
and love; with reverence and obedience in particular to all the truths
of the Word, 6338, 1259, 429, 5946, 430, 1463, 2324, 3163, 2542, 91922,
2826, 2001, 3382, 5i55, 1288, 6752.

I). Their children which have not known, hearing, and learning
to fear the Lord your God as long as ye live in the land whither
ye go over Jordan to possess it, denotes that thus those who are, as
vet, in innocence through ignorance, nlay understand and gain
intellig-ence leading to a state of holy fear, according to every state
of spiritual life from good, which is given to the spiritual man as if
it were his own, 5946, 2230, 3163, 2S42, 91922, 2826, 2001, 8&)8, 15852,
2658.

14· The Lord saying unto Moses, Behold the days approach that
tho~ must die,. denotes that this state of perfection can only be
realized by passmg out of the merely natural state, 2001, 1822, 704 1 ,

487, 6176, 1408; and calling Joshua,and presenting yourselves in
the tent ~f rnect ing that the Lord might give h irn a charge, denotes
to enter Into a state of holy truth from good, through conquering
evil, in which the Lord governs the man of the church, 6047, 85Q5,
31~6, 10,.606: 4 11, 25762, 2001, 5486; while by Moses and Joshua
doing this, JS evidently denoted that such a holy state is realized,
70 4 1 , 8595, 4 14, 25762.

15· The Lord appearing. in the Tent in a pillar of cloud· and the
pillar of cloud standing over the door of the Tent, denotes' that the
Lord reveals I-I irnself, in this state, mediatelv bv Divine Truth in
obscurity, which is man ifested even to the -'understanding- of the
natural man, when he is obedient, 2001,4 14,8106, 3136, 2356, 25i62.

16. The Lord saying unto Moses. Behold thou shalt sleep with
thy fathers, denotes that it is revealed by the Lord from the Word

that every man must be associated with his like, and rest in that
association in the eternal world and state, 2001, 1822, 7010, 36q6,
3255, 3703 13 ; this people rising up, and going a whoring after the
strange gods of the land, whither they go to be among' them, denotes
that Divine Truth will disappear from anlong mcn ; and that thcn
falsities and evils will arise 111 (he place of "truths by the falsification
of truths, and they w ill enter into states of evil, 2906, 4763 7 , 1259,
10,413, 2-166, 8867, 566, 3335, 2625, 200; and forsaking the Lord and
breaking his covenant which he made with them , denotes that
thence the Lord will be rejected as to truths, and conjunction with
Him by good will be broken, 5812, 2001, 9 163, 665-

17- The Lord's anger being kindled against them in that day,
denotes that then also will arise aversion from the Lord, 5798, 934,
487; the Lord forsaking them, denotes neglect of Divine Truths,
5812; the Lord hiding his face from them, denotes the disappearance
of interior things, 2001, 6721-2, 223; their being devoured, denotes
that they will be consumed by evils, ~ 149; many evils and troubles
coming upon them, denotes that falsities of many kinds will trouble
them, 4839, 683, 8187; and saying in that day, Are not these evils
C0l11e upon us because our God is not among us? denotes until they
are led, in that state, to perceive that separation from the Lord is
the cause of all the evils which afflict mankind, 1822, 487, 4839, 818i,
2001, 200.

18. The Lord surely hiding his face that day, for all the evil that
they shall have wrought, in that they are turned unto other gods,
denotes that when man lapses into evil then he loses the capaci ty
to understand and appreciate interior things, and practises evil, and
turns hinlself. to what is false from evil, 2001, 6721-2, 223, 4839,
5755, 48 16, 8867.

19· \,"riting this song, and teaching it to the children of Israel,
denotes that nevertheless man has power from the Lord to confirm
good and truth in actions, and to become intelligent in truth from
the ~\1ord, 8~20, 8261, jOO~, 3654, 7010; and putting it in their
mourns, that It mav be a witness for the Lord against the children
of I sra~l, denotes that he has power to utter truth and good; and
that this power enables him to be a witness against hitnself as to
the evils of the unregenerate state, 2798, 6<:)85, 4197\ 2001, 3654.

20. Bring-ing them into the land which I sw are unto their fathers
flowing with milk and honey, denotes entering into the heavenlv
state confirmed to him in everv age of the church wherein truth
Irorn g-ood with all natural delight is realized, 2001 6901 3705 2842
370 ] 13 , 5620; eating, being- fill~~d, and waxen fat, 'denot~s tha't t11ar~
selfishly appropriates good, claims truth as his own, and abuses
exte~nal pleasures, 2 !8.i' 6177, 10,033; and turninB" unto other gods,
servIng th(~~l, despising the Lord, and breaking' his covenant,
d~notesturn Ing from. ~he L~r~ to.. the fa lsi ties .0 f .ev it s, devo ti ng
hl!1l self to them, despising DIVIne Fruth, and rejecting conjunction
with the Lord, 48 16, 8867, 8~73, 5061, 2001, 9163, 665.

2 I. I t coming- to pass, when nlany evils and troubles are come
upon them that this song shall testify before them as a witness.
denotes that it will happen, in this state of evil and falsity in life
that still men will have the \Vord as a w i trress against themselves:
4979, 4839, 683, 818 7. 8261, 8267, 4 1973

; not being forgotten out of
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the mouths of their seed, denotes that at no period in the future
will the church be without the Word, 5 17°,8884.6<)85, 33i3, 1940-1;
and knowing their irnag'ination which they go about even now,
before I have brought them into the land which I sware, denotes that
the vain imaginations of the unregenerate heart are known to the
Lurd in all states of the church, thus even in the state when cor
rupted good is, as yet, active, and before they have realized the
heavenly state which is confirmed to them by the Lord, 2230. 30202,
3335, chap. xxix, I, 370S. 2842 •

22. Moses writing' this song the same day, and teaching it the
children of Israel, denotes that thus the Word is preserved to man,
and that Divine Truth from Divine Good is communicated thence
in every age, 7010. 67S2 • 8620, 8261, 8267, 2838 , 7007. 3654-

23- Giving Joshua the son of Nun a charge and saying, Be strong
and of a good courage, denotes that thus truth combating against
evil receives full instruction and energy. and the perception that the
spiritual man must be brave both in thought and determination,
5486, 8595, Num. xiii. 8, 1822, 37278

, 6343; and bringing the children
of Israel into the land which the Lord sware unto them, and the
Lord being with Joshua. denotes that man's realization of good will
be sound, and that he will have the Lord's presence with him con
tinually, 3654. 3705, 2001, 2842 , 3733, 10,567.

24. It corn ing to pass when Moses had made an end of writing
the words of this law in a book until they were finished, denotes that
it also happens when man's state of probation, wherein he learns
truths and obedience merely for the sake of himself, is completed,
4979, 70 10, 8620, 1288, 675 2, IO,5i4·

25. Moses commanding the Levites, which bare the ark of the
covenant of the Lord saying, denotes that there is an influx of
Divine Good with the man of the church giving perception from the
Word, 7010, 5486, 3~77, 9500, 948S, 66s-6, 2001, 1822.

26. Takirur this book of the law, and putting it by the side of the
ark of the covenant of the Lord your God. that it tnay be there for a
witness against thee, denotes that Divine Truth, or the Divine Law
is to be acknowledged as having- its origin in good, and as pro
ceeding through the inmost heaven, at the same time that it is
disting-uishcd from good, and can thus be a medium, and a witness
against evil, 3877, 3943, 675 2, 2798, 9495, 9485, 419i', 3654-

27. Moses knowing thy rebellion and thy stiff neck, denotes that
the Lord knows the tendency of man to falsity, and to the breaking
of conjunction with Himself, 2001, 2230, 1668, 10,429; "while I am
yet alive wit h you this day ye have been rebellious against the Lord,"
denotes that, in every state of regeneration, when good and truth
are active, evil also is active, 7010, 6677, 2838, 1668, 2001 ; and" how
much more after my death," denotes how much more then will this
be the case when Divine Truth is rejected and withdrawn, 7010,
2908.

28. "Assemble unto me all the elders of your tribes, and your
officers, that I may speak these words in their ears, and call heaven
and earth to witness against them," denotes the cornrnand that man
should always keep the truth before him as his guide, that he may

learn, and be obedient, and acknowledge that the truth condemns
his evil, 6338,7010,6524-5,3858,7111,2951,1288,2542, 1733,41973 -

29. "For I know that after my death ye will utterly corrupt your
selves, and turn aside from the \'"ay which I have commanded you,"
denotes that. indeed, if it be rejected, he will become utterly corrupt
in heart and in life, 7010, 2230, 2908, 627, 4816, 2234, 5486; "and
evil will befall you in the latter days," denotes that he will suffer
the consequences of evil, ~6, 6337; and "because ye will do that
which is evil in the sight of the Lord to provoke him to anger
thro~gh the work of your ha.nds,': denotes entirely from the depravity
of his unregenerate heart, In spite of his knowledge of the truth;
and that he will avert himself from the Lord through his wickedness,
5755, 4839, 10,569, 579S, 78g3. 878.

30. Moses speaking in the ears of all the assembly, or rather
congregation, of Israel, the words of this song until they were
finished, denotes that there is revelation from the Lord by the Word
in all fulness, and in all states of the man of the Spiritual Church
to eternity, 7010, 295 1,3163, 2542, 7843. 3654, 1288, 8261, 8267,83.

According to the experience of the spiritual man all through his
life, he must be first instructed in the truths of the Word, and must
afterwards engag-e with deliberation and with determination in con
flict against evil; but all the sarne , it appears to him that the t\VO
states of instruction and conflict are contemporaneous with him all
through his life. And, however, although this really is so, yet the
t\VO states do succeed each other also, since there is a period of
instruction prior to a state of temptation, and when temptations
commence, instruction may continue with it; but still Truth com
bating, represented by Joshua, rules, and Truth teaching ceases to
rule, this being represented by Moses. HenCE then we see that, by
Moses being one hundred and twenty years old, is denoted the com
pletion of the state of instruction. in an advanced state of regenera
tion, and the commencement of a new series of interior spiritual
conflicts, by which evils are expelled inwardly and as to particulars,
as they had already been as to evil in general with its falsity, and
as to the essential principle of evil and its falsity, respectively denoted
by Sihon king- of the Amorites and by Og- the king- of Bashan. This
therefore is the subject of the first section. And we now consider
some of the points connected with it. The completion of the state
of instruction is signified by the age of Moses, and the references
show that the number one hundred and twenty corresponds to what
is complete. And of course we shall see a little farther on that other
states of completeness are also signified by the age of Moses. Again,
Moses says, "I can no more go out and come in." And this signifies
the end of certain fluctuations of state, without necessarily implying
that no changes of state take place with the spiritual man after
wards. The meaning is, that the main object is now no longer
instruction. but has become a desire for inward purification from
evil, and a determination to conquer it as to every particular. And
it is a grand thing for us, when "'C have arrived at this state.
I nstruction, indeed, is all-important in its proper place. But a fixed
determination, and a persistent determination to fight and conquer,
is very much more. I t is all very well to see our hidden faults, and
our weaknesses, and to lament them. But if we stop there, we shall
never be made perfect. And to use the truth for the purpose of
overcoming our spiritual enem ir-s, as it [rom ourselves is indispens
able. \'·e know that without the Lord we can do nothing, and that
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lie fights for us; but unless we ourselves also fight, there will be no
victory, and no reward, For it is to him that overcorneth, that the
rewards are offered (Rev, ii, II). Hence then we see the importance
of thc spiritual teaching of vcr, 3.

And now therefore, we remark that the contents of vers. 4-5, are
highly stin~ulating. To carry on the warfare, not depending upon
ourselves, is the sure sign of victory; and, on the other hand, not
forgetting- that the Lord only helps those who make use of the
po\\rers He continually confers upon us, is to feel the. assurance of
victory. And besides, we have already had SOIne ~xperlence; and we
know that we did not conquer before by trusting to any selfish
motives or exertions, but by being stimulated, and by acting accord
ing to unselfish motives, or what is the same thing by acting
according- to the truth, and according to the love of the Lord for
their own sake, which is really depending upon the Lord and not
upon ourselves.

And hence now, we can quite understand the conclusion of the
section. There is influx from the Lord into Divine Truth repre
sented by Moses, and thence into Truth combating, signified by
Joshua, Inspiring the strength and the courage. we need. And ~ere
we must remember that this is a perpetual thing. For to go Into
the land, and to engage in the warfare there, is to .realize to a
considerable extent, the truth in ourselves and the love In ourselves,
by and from which we contend. And we must n?t lose sight C?f this
teaching. And why ? Because thu.s the Truth IS confir.med In. us,
as is represented by the Lord swearing'. Here therefore IS described
the origin of the courage and fixed determination pf the truly
spiritual man. " .

The contents of the second section follow those of the first In an
orderly mariner, because after victory in temptations truths from the
Word are arranged into order by the Lord under the now prevailing
state of good, and thus are fully confirmed, which is signified by
\,"riting .the law, and by its being delivered unto the priests the sons
of Levi. For the priests correspond to good, the ark denotes the
inmost heaven, a covenant signifies conjunction with the Lord, and
the elders denote chief points of wisdom, And, of course, many
spiritunl ideas will be suggested to the thoughtful mind by this
combination since it is the nature of the internal sense of the Word
to involve a n umber of things that arise frOITI the correspondences,
and which cannot be expressed in ordinary language. For example,
consider verso 10-11 where commanding in the literal sense denotes
in a higher dpgTce, stirnulatirur and giving instruction, involving
perception on the part of those cornmnnded , and, in the supreme
SPI1SC influx from the Lord and communication. And then we have
seen on n former occasion the spiritual significancc of the three
annual feasts as denoting respectively, deliverance from evil, the
implantation of truth in good, and the implantation of good, in
which last case therefore there is fulness as to all things and an
entire freedom from all inferior motives. And consequently, it is
in such a state as this that the Word of the Lord shines in all its
splendour filling- the understanding with heavenly light and joy.
And thus each individual worships the Lord from his inmost love of
good, which is the place which the Lord chooses, and thence has
a perception of truths according to his state, and full power to obey
those truths, and thus to communicate happiness around him.

And now the rest of the section sug-gests another train of thoug-ht.
The church in heaven and the church on earth are intirnatelv con
nected; and a very great deal is involved in the well-krrown state-

rnent of the city !\ew jerusalem corning douin from heaven, and
being the Tabernacle of God with 111en. And the great point to be
regarded here, is the willingness of the men of the church on earth
to hear and learn to fear thc Lord their God according to the Divine
Influx and according to perceptions of truth and goodness COIn..

municated from the \Vord in proportion to the degree of harmony
attained 10, between the church in the heavens and the church upon
the earth. And it is hardly necessary to urge here that the state of
this harmony in the case of the individual will greatly depend upon
the determination and persistence with which evils are seen, shunned,
and rejected with all the powers of the mind and heart. For every
person is a church and a heaven in miniature, and dwells in the
land which the Lord his God gives him ; and it cannot be too
strongly insisted upon that the regeneration of the church in the
aggreg-ate depends upon the regeneration of individuals. Nor can
we fail to observe from the whole teaching of the section that the
Divine Word is the continual means of regeneration, since man
knows nothing of good and truth except from the Word, whether it
takes the fonn of revelation through correspondences in nature or
in a writing,

The third section, which consists of only one verse, and yet involves
"cry much, is thus distinguished, because it shows how the Lord
through the church in heaven, governs the church on earth. For the
whole process of regeneration is involved in the symbolism here
used, since dying evidently denotes the rejection of the merely
natural life; Moses calling Joshua denotes the conjunction of truth
teaching with truth combating, in order that temptations may be
endured by which man is purified from evil; and their presenting
themselves in the tent of meeting, denotes entering into a holy state
of truth from good, and thus being prepared for entering into
heaven itself by the realization of good; while by Joshua receiving
a charge from the Lord through Moses, is denoted the operation of
the Lord through Divine J'ruth or the Word upon the man of the
church during- his states of spiritual conflict, .so that he may be
victorious, and thus enter into the heavenly state of good, which
makes heaven in every degree of the life, the tent of meeting with
its three divisions representing the thre-e heavens, and hence also,
the fully regenerated man as to all his dcg-rees. And besides, it may
here be added, that the whole work of Joshua in expelling the wicked
nations Irorn the land of Canaan that the representative of the church
might be re-established there, clearly represents the final victories
of man over his interior evils in order thnt he Il1ay enter into heaven.
And let it be remembered as well, that \\"h(,11 we ourselves enter into
heaven we shall become-mediums bv which the church is maintained
upon the earth. For "'C know .verv well from the Word that" The
ang-el of the Lord encarnpeth round about them that fear him, and
delivereth thern " (Ps, x xx iv. j).

. But now there is the charg-e of Joshua, which was to be given to
him by Moses from the Lord, and which although it is not stated
in t~is se~tion, is to b.e found in ver, 2J, and is worthy of a Tittle
consideration, And SInce Moses denotes the \Vord this charge
involves first of all the whole state of instruction from the Word
which is necessary for the man of the church to begin with, For
man is born without any knowledge, even as regards temporal
things, and much more as regards spiritual and eternal things,
because he. is not naturally disposed to the love of spiritual things.
B~t he receives from the Lord the capacity to know and love spiritual
thing's, 1555, and the Word is provided to satisfy that capacity
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without in any way forcing the man himself. But the instruction
received from the \\'ord, through the love of truth imparts strength.
And so the great lawgiver says to the church militant, U Be thou
strong." Something ·else, however, is required. Free determination
and courage are needed; and the first is implied in the nature of
spiritual truth which does not compel belief, while the second is
involved in the love of g-ood. 'Thirdly, confidence is wanted ; and
this is giv('n in the words, "tho'l shalt bring this people into the
Land," and in the confirrnat ion of the truth received with affection.
which is signified by swearirur. And lastly therefore there is the full
reception and love of goodness for its own sake, which is represented
by the words of the Lord, "I will be w i th thee." Let no one,
therefore, doubt the power and love of the I...ord to save to the
utterrnost : and let each member of the church so manfully run, that
he may obtain.

The last section treats of revelation made by the Lord throug-h the
Word concerning the corruption of the church, and the preservation
of the Word in that state; and we notice some of its interesting
particulars. The Lord appeared in a pillar of cloud; and this repre..
sents revelation from Him by means of the Word in its literal sense,
And thus in obscurity, adapted to the state of man. And then, by
the pillar of cloud standing- at the door of the tent, is denoted the
presence of the Lord in the truths of that sense, which are like a
door, inasmuch as they serve to introduce man into hig-her truths,
which are those of the internal sense; and it is said "\vhen man is
obedient," because it is obedience to the truth that is known, and
not the mere knowledge, that gives spiritual enlightenment, and
conjunction with the Lord (A.R. 218, Rev. iii. 20). Hence then we
see the importance of the first verse of the section. But the next
great truth is, that the Word reveals to man his natural depravity
as appears Irorn the verses that Iollow ; and if we carefullv consider
this, by supposing for a moment that no revelation of Divine Truth
has ever ber-n made to man, and that he has been left to discover
the difference be twcr-n good and evil, and between truth and falsitv,
merely by the exercise of his natural po\vers, we shall see that such
a thing cannot be done, and hence that revelation is needed in order
to show it. But thirdly, it is said plainly that , when the man of the
church departs from the Lord, and worships other g-ods, that is.
when he loves the evils and falsities of selfishness and worldliness,
then the Lord will be angry with him and will hide His face from
him, while yet the real truth is. that the Lord is never angrv, and
that He does not hide Himself. The meanirur therefore is, that it
is man who averts himself from the Lord, and that when he does
s.?, then h:- loses his capacity rightly to understand spiritual things.
I~ o~lrth!y, It foll?\vs that Moses was commanded to write the song,
which IS found In the next chapter, and to teach it to the Israelites
that it might be a witness a~ainst them; and it is clear, from all
that is .herc said, and also fr0111 all the contents of the next chapter,
that t his song- denotes revelation from the Lord by Divine Truth, or
the Word ; that this revelation is reallv a g-lorification of the Lord
involving, a description of the g-reat work of redemption, and of the
regeneration of man, and shows that, notwithstanding that man is
naturally disposed to turn 3\Vay from the Lord, vet he always
remains capable of amendment, because, from the ·Lord, he may
become sensible of his evil ~tnte. and bocause the Word is a witness
:t£!ninst him in all ages. And fifthly, it now- therefore follows that,
\\'he~ the book of the law was completed, then it was preserved by
the SIde of the ark of the covenant, as a witness against the Israelites

in order to denote that Divine Truth, or the Divine Law, which is
the \\·ord,. is to be ackno\vl.edged as having its origin in good, and
as proceeding through the inmost heaven, at the same time that it
is distinguished from good, and can thus be a medium and a witness
against evil in every age (vers. 26, 30). Let the man' of the church,
t~erefore, be \v:1I assured, that there always has been, and always
'VIII.be, Revelatl?n from the Lord by means of the Word : for as it
has been well said U to believe in a God and in no Revelation from
Him, is to believe in a God unjust and unwise."

GG



CliAPTER XX.XII

SU1\I~(ARY OF THE SPIRITUAL SENSE

J. Concerning- the Ancient Churches in their state of prosperity.
and afterwards in their state of corruption, verse 1-15.

2. Secondly, concerning the corruptions of the IsraeJitish and j ewish
church, verse 15-47.

3. And thirdly, concerning the merely representative church. or
the merely natural man, that although it can take a view of the
heavenly state it cannot enter into it, verse 48-5 2 •

'fHE CONTENTS OF EACH VERSE

For all his ,vays are
judgement:

:\ God of faithfulness
and without iniquity,

Just and right is he.

5. They have dealt cor
ruptly with him, the;'
are not his children,
it is their blemish;

They are a perverse
and crooked genera
tion.

faith, in the true Spiritual
Church, which is the Ancient
Church; and this genuine faith
is from love and is expressed
in good works. And the doc
trines of this faith arc rational
truths proceeding From Divine
Truth and expressive of Divine
Good, being free from all error
and perfect, because they are
from the Lord in "Thorn good
and truth are united.

5. But this church declined
through the violence of selfish
love; it rejected Divine Truths;
and it became merely external
and representative, thus de
parting from genuine charity,
and wandering in paths of
error through the adoption of
hereditary defilements.

J. Give ear, ye heavens,
and I wi ll speak;

And let the earth hear
the words of my
mouth :

2. My doctrine shall drop
as the rain,

1\1 y speech shall distil
as the dew :

As the small rain upon
the tender grass,

...\ nd as the showers
upon the herb:

.1. I; or I w i ll proc laim the
name of the l..,ORI) :

Ascribe ye greatness
unto our God.

4. 'fhe Rock, his \vay IS

perfect;

45°

I. The Lord Irorn His Divine
Love, by His Divine Truth
flows in and reveals Himself
to all in the heavens and also
to the church on earth by
truths from the Word.

2. For Divine Truth de
scends and is accommodated
to the states of all men; and
interior truth from good with
the tranquillity of peace re
freshes the soul, so that, even
the very beginnings of man's
spiritual life are stimulated
by appropriate truths, and his
advancing states are nourished
by heavenly blessings.

3. .\nd all revelation is from
the Divine Human as to good;
and good is conjoined with
truth therein; and the Lord is
to be ackriowlcdg-ed as the
source of all good and truth.

4· For the Lord in His
Divine Human is the object of

6. Do ye thus requite the
LORD,

o foolish people and
unwise ?

Is not he thy. father
that hath bought
thee?

He hath made thee, and
established thee.

7· Remember the days of
old.

Consider the years of
nlany generations:

Ask thy father. and he
will shew thee;

"rhine elders, and thev
will tell thee.

8. When the :\105t II igh
gave to the nations
their inheritance,

"Then he separated the
children of men,

6. And thus their posterity
are opposed to Divine Good,
and adopt falsities and evils,
neglccting the Lord who from
Divine Good redeemed them,
and by regeneration confirmed
and established their ancestors.
in good.

j. Let man therefore re
member the perfection of the
Most Ancient Church, and re
flect upon that of the Ancicnt
Church; for the celestial good
of the formcr and the spiritual
g-ood of the la ttcr were and
are both manifested in truths.

8. Because inmost Divine
Love conlmuniGates good to
the celesti~l,des!ri?R that they
may have It as If It were their
own, and distinguishes the
spiritual by his own particular
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I-Ie set the bounds of
the peoples

According to the num
ber of the children of
Israel.

9. For the I.JoRD's portion
is his people;

] acob is the lot of his
inheritance.

i o. I-Ie found him in a
desert land,

1\ nd in the waste
howling wilderness ;

He compassed him
about, he cared for
him,

l-Ie kept him as the
apple of his eye:

1 I. As an eagle that stir
reth up her nest,

That 11 u ttereth over
her young,

He spread abroad his
wings, he took
them,

I-Ie bare them on his
pinions:

12. The I-JoRD alone did
lead him,

And there was no
strange god w ith
him.

good, limiting that good by
truths, according to the quality
of the spiritual man.

9. For Divine Good earn
estly loves those who are in
truths internal in the Spiritual
Church; and also those who
are in truths external there,
by the realization of good.

10. And man from himself
is entirely without good and
also without truth; but the
Lord provides him with truths
gi\-ing protection against evil;
and also tenderly communi
cates gooad, and makes that
good the essence of all truths.

I I. Giving intelligence from
affection and the activity of
truth to increase good. Also
He communicates power to the
spiritual man through the
activity of truths, conjunction
through good, and promotes
progress by truths.

1.2. And good was from the
Lord alone with the man of
the Ancient Church; and
falsity from evil was rejected.

Arid oil out of the
flint)' rock;

J4- Butter of kine, and
milk of sheep,

\\Tith fat of lambs,
And rams of the breed

of Bashan, and
goats,

With the fat of kid
neys of wheat ;

And of the blood of
the grape thou
drankest wine,

]5. But Jeshurun waxed
fat, and kicked:

Thou art waxen fat,
thou art gro,vn
thick, thou art be
come sleek:

Then he forsook God
which made him,

And lightly esteemed
the Rock of his
salvation.

16. "rhey moved hiITI
to jealousy with
strange gods,

\\~jth abominations
provoked they him
to anger.

celestial good required by re
sistance to evil;

J 4. Also with the cong-enial
g-ood of the natural man, and
with truths derived from holy
charity; yea, He gave him the
good of innocence, external
spiritual good, and external
truths with delight derived
from the discrimination of
truth from good, and also
celestial good and spiritual
truth.

15. But those who are re
ligious and righteous frorn
rnerelv natural mot ives , as wa s
the representative church, be
C0l11C infatuated with merely
natural love, and act from
falsities thence derived, and
this as to inmost, as to in
terior, and as to external affec
tions, thereby rejecting Divine
"[ruth internal and external,
through which alone regenera
tion is effected, and man finally
realizes the heavenly life of
good.

16. And thus he is averted
from the Lord by falsities [rom
evil, and all the evils also
derived from those falsities.

13· He made him ride on
the high places of
the earth,

And he did eat the
increase of the field;

And he Illude him to
suck honey out of
the rock, .

13. And thus he was ele
vated, and made progress
above merely natural things;
and appropriated good freely
from truths. He provided
him also with natural delights
reg-ulatcd by truths from the
\Vord in ultimates; and with

17 • Thev sacrificed unto
de-mons, '1t'hich urere
no God,

'1'0 gods whom they
knew not,

To new gods that
carne up of late,

Whom your fathers
dreaded not.

Ii. And thus too, worship
is corrupted by falsities substi
tuted for truths, by falsities
indeed, which could not be
reconciled with human reason,
the result of depraved affec
tions, and which have no
origin from charity or love.
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18. Of the Rock that be
goat thee thou art
unmindful,

And hast forgotten
God that gave thee
birth.

19 .. And the IJoRl) saw it.
and abhorred them,

Because of the pro
vocation of his sons
and his daughters.

20...-\nd he said, I wi ll
hide Iny face from
them,
will see what their
end shall be:

liar they are a verv
f reward generatioll,

Children in \VhOn1 is
no faith.

2 I. They have moved me
to jealousy wi th that
which is not God;

They have provoked
me to anger with
their vanities:

And I will move them
to jealousy with
those which are not
a people;
w i II provoke them to
anger with a foolish
nation.

22 .. For a fire is kindled
in mine anger,

Arid burneth unto the
lowest pi t,

.. \nd devoureth the
earth with her in
crease,

18.. For the corrupted repre
sentative of a church docs
not acknowledge the Divine
Human Irorn which is all
truth; nor does it recognize
the truths thence derived by
means oi which good is
acquired.

19. And this is why it is .
averted strongly f rorn the
Lord: it is because falsities
and evil affections are opposed
to truth and goodness.

20. "Therefore interior things
a re not revealed to this eh urch,
or merely natural man, but
Divine Truth discerns, never
theless, the states of the
wicked in their vasta tion : it
knows their continual tendency
to multiply evils, and also to
reject all truths.

2 I. For merely natural J11en
strongly avert themselves from
the Lord by falsities, and
oppose tru ths proceeding fr0l11
the Lord by the practice of
evils. And therefore thev
themselves suffer frorn the
consequences of their falsities,
and are va statcd of all good
hy being confirmed in their
evils.

22. Because selfish love is
in strong contrast with the
love of the Lord, and vastates
the wicked even as to thei r
inmost principles, at the same
time destroying everything of
the church in them, and
causing- every natural affection

And setteth on fire the
foundations of the
mountains.

23- I will heap mischiefs
upon them:

I will spend mine
arrows upon them:

The" shall be wasted
with hunger, and
devoured with burn
ing heat

And bitter destruc
tion;

Arid the teeth of
beasts will I send
upon them,

"Tith the poison of
crawl ing' things of
the dust.

25- \\~ithout shall the
sword bereave,

And in the chambers
terror;

It shall destrov both
young man and
virgin,

The suckling with the
man of gray hairs ..

26. I said, I would scatter
them afar.
would make the re
membrance of them
to cease from among
men:

27· ".ere it not that I
feared the provoca
tion of the enemy,

to be consumed by its In
tensity ..

23. Moreover evil continually
brings upon itself its own
punishment, and falsity con
tinually suffers from its own
inconsistency.

24. And the wicked have a
strong desire to appropriate
only evils and are consumed
in the love thereof, as to
everything internal, while falsi
ties from corrupted external
affections continually beset
them, and evils from the
lowest sensual delights con
tinually draw them down
wards.

25. For outwardly, the pun
ishment arising from falsities
is constantly present; in
wardly, the fear of punish
ment torments them; and
then every incipient principle
of truth is rejected, and every
a ITection thereof vanishes :
yea even the innocence of
ignorance which distinguishes
the young, and the innocence
of wisdom which is peculiar
to the aged.

26. For the Lord foresees
that the wicked must be
gradually separated, and must
become entirely external; and
that the good will cease to
perpetually think of their
former evil states.

27. t.esr indeed evil should
become predominant and
falsity should be eou~ted as
truth, Jest its power should
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Lest their adversaries
should misdeem,

Lest they should say,
Our hand is exalted.

And the LORD hath
not done all this.

28. For they are a nation
void of counsel,

And there is no under
standing in them.

29. Oh that they were
wise, that they un
derstood this,

That they would con
sider their latter
end!

30. How should one chase
a thousand,

And t\VO put ten
thousand to flight,

Except their Rock had
sold them,

And the LORD had
delivered them up?

31. For their rock is not
as our Rock,

Even our enemies
themselves being
judges.

32. For their vine is of the
vine of Sodom,

And of the fields of
Gomorrah:

Their grapes are
grapes of gall,

Their clusters are
bitter:

33. ']"heir wine is the
poison of dragons,

prevail over good, and lest
the Lord should be entirely
denied.

28. For the wicked really
have no comprehension of wis
dom, and no understanding of
true doctrine.

29. And yet the Lord earn
estly desires that they should
receive good; and that they
should be delivered by Divine
Truths in their Judgment.

30. For how is it possible
that falsity, which has no real
po\ver, should prevail against
the fulness of the doctrine of
truth; or that evil and falsity
conjoined should be of any
weight against the full power
of good; unless man himself
fully rejected the truth, and
consequently with it good
also?

3 I. And indeed the wicked
call their falsity truth, and
truth itself they esteem as
falsity; for it is falsity itself
which thus judges.

32. Consequently their spirit
ual truth is falsity derived
from evil and also from the
affection for falsity; and their
charity, so called, is contami
nated with selfish love, while
their faith is in reality truth
falsified.

33. So that their doctrine
is altogether perverted by the

And the cruel venom
of asps.

34. Is not this laid up in
store with me,

Sealed up among my
treasures?

35. \!engeance is mine,
and recompence,

At the time when their
foot shall slide:

For the day of their
calamity ]s at hand,

...\nd the things that
are to come upon
them shall make
haste.

36. For the I-JoRD shall
judge his people,

Arid repent himself
for his servants':

\,rhen he seeth that
their power is gone,

Arid there is none re
111 a i12i 11 g, shu t up 0 r
left at Jarge.

37 ....\nd he shall say,
\''''here are their
gods,

The rock in which
they trusted;

38. Which did eat the fat
of their sacrifices,

/171 d drank the wine of
their drink offer
ing?

Let them rise up and
help you,

separation of truth from good,
and it is corrupted by evil
drawn from falsities.

3~. ...\ nd surely these things
are fully known to the Lord,
both as to the state of the will
and understanding of the
wicked !

35. And yet the Lord is
nothing- but nlercy and truth,
and He promotes the real
Rood of the wicked, when they
faJl into evil through the abuse
of their natural affections; for
the punishment of the wicked
is inevitable and immediate
that they may be outwardly
reformed; and the conse
quences of their falsities are
certain, that obedience to the
laws of their life may be the
result.

36. And Divine Good acts
by Divine Truth in Judgment,
and thc Lord removes evil in
the outward act, with those
who are willing to serve for
the sake of self, because they
have no longer any powers
for good, and cannot receive
truth either in a state of re
straint, or in a state of
freedom.

37· And they are forced to
ackriowlcdj-e that they have
no power from their falsities
ei ther in particular or gener
ally.

38. Because these are con
joined with the evils of false
worship and with the falsities
thence resulting; and indeed,
how could these falsities give
help either inwardly or out.
wardly P
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I.A~t them be your pro
tection.

39. See now that I, even
I, am he,

And there IS no god
with Ole:
kill, and I make

alive;
I have wounded, and I

heal :
A nd there is none that

can deliver out of
my hand.

40. For [ lift up Illy hand
to heaven,

1\ nd say, As I live for
ever,

41. If I whet my glitter
ing sword,

And mine hand take
hold on judgement;

I wi II render venge
ance to mine adver
saries,

And will recompense
them that hate me.

42. wil l make mine
arrows drunk with
blood,

And Iny sword shall
devour flesh;

\Vith the blood of the
slai n and the cap
tives,

From the head of
the leaders of the
enenlY·

43. Rejoice, 0 ye na-
tions, uiiih. his
people:

For he wil l avenge the

39. And hence, therefore,
they are compelled to acknow
ledge the power of the Lord,
and that there is no power in
falsities; and they believe ac
cording to the appearance that
both evil and good proceed
from Him; that both falsity
and truth are alike His; and
that I-Ie has absolute power
without rcgard to order.

40. For the power of the
Divine is exerted from the in
ITIOst through Divine Truth;
and yet it appears to the
wicked that it is compulsory;

4 I. That it is stimulated by
selfish love; tha t the Lord
judges from this love; that
He really takes vengeance on
those who oppose Him, from
falsity; and that He reallv
punishes those who , from evil,
are averse from Him.

42. Also they believe that
the punishment of falsity by
the power of the truth, and
of evil by the power of the
truth, is really from the Lord;
even the punishment of those
confirmed in evil, and of those
not yet so confirmed, and this
in relation to inmost evils.

43. But let the g-ood man
who is also in truth, rejoice
that he is delivered from evil
and also from falsity by the

blood of his serv
ants,

And will render venge
ance to his adver
saries,

And will make expia
tion for his land, for
his people.

44. And Moses came and
spake all the words of this
song in the ears of the
people, he, and I-Ioshea the
son of Nun.

45.•And ~Ioses made an
end of speaking all these
words to all Israel:

46. And he said unto
them, Set your heart unto
all the words which I testifv
unto you this day; which ye
shall command your chil
dren, to observe to do all
the words of this law,

47. For it is no vain thing
for you; because it is your
life, and through this thing
ye shall prolong your days
upon the land, whither ye
go over Jordan to possess it.

48. And the LORD spake
unto Moses that selfsame
day, saying,

49. Get thee up into this
mountain of Abarirn, unto
mount Nebo, which is in the
land of l\loab, that is over
against Jericho; and behold
the land of Canaan, which I

mercy of the Lord; for indeed
the wicked suffer from their
own evils, and man is re
deemed by the power of the
Lord, and also the good and
evil must be finally separated.

44. And all these truths con
cerning the wicked and the
good are revealed in the
church by Divine Truth and
Divine Good.

45. But the state of instruc
tion in truths must be suc
ceeded by other states.

46. And therefore it is
further perceived by the man
of the Spiritual Church from
Divine Truth, that good must
be conjoined with truth which
is also an evidence of Divine
Good in every state by obedi
ence as to the will and under
standing.

47. For the truth is not un
certain like falsity, but is the
very life of the spiritual man
from good; and by means of
truth, the spiritual man is re
generated, and is able to enter
into the heavenly life by the
removal of evils and falsities.

48. Ag-ain perception is
given frorn Divine Good to the
man of the external church,

49. "[hat his mind must be
elevated to an intermediate
state,-in which truths are
perceived, and good is fore
seen and made fruitful, while
yet the natural man is in
adulterated good with some
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I~EFERE~CES :\~D ~OTES

J. "Give ear, ye heavens, and I w il! spenk ; and let the earth hear
the words of mv mouth," denotes that the Lord, from His Divine
Love, by His Divine Truth flows in and reveals Himself to all in
the henvr-ns, and also to the church on earth, by truths from the
"lord, 3163, 2951, J288, 1733, 6985, 7010.

2. ":L\Iy doctrine shall drop as the rain, nlY speech shall distil as
the de\v," denotes that Divine Truth descends and is accommodated
to the states of all men, and that interior truth from good, with the
tranquillity of peace, refreshes the soul, 253 r , 3084, 8416, 1288,

give unto the children· of
Israel for a possession:

50. .Ynd die in the mount
whither thou goest up, and
be gathered unto thy people;
as Aaron th v brother died
in mount Hor, and was
gathered unto his people:

5 I. Because ye trespassed
against me in the midst of
the children of Israel at the
waters of l\Ieribah of Kad
esh, in the wilderness of
Zin; because ye sanctified
Ole not in the midst of the
children of Israel.

52. I~0 r tho u sha I t see the
land before thee; but thou
shalt not go thither into the
land which I give the chil
dren of Israel.

knowledges of truth ;-to take
a view of the heavenly state
according to his ability;

50. That he must be estab
lished in the good of the
natural man which he has ac
quired, and must be associated
w ith his life in the eternal
world and state, even as those
who are in natural good in
terior are associated,

5 I. Because both natural
good exterior and natural
good interior are not willing
to apprehend interior spiritual
truths, and thus abide in ap
pearances which cause conten
tion as to truths, and in a
state of external holiness as
to good, which is a state of
obscurity, but nevertheless a
defence against evil, and of
cornpara tive weakness as to
spiritual life, because such
persons cannot realize spiritual
states;

52. And therefore, although
they can intellectually view the
heavenly country, they are not
able to enter into it, or into
the truly spiritual state.

35i95 ; and Uas the small rain upon the tender grass, and as the
showers upon the herb," denotes that the very beginnings of man's
spiritual life are st imulated by appropriate truths, and his advancing
states are nourished by heavenly blessings, 84 16, 520 1, 29·

3... For I will proclaim the narne of the Lord: ascribe ye greatness
to our God," denotes that all revelation is from the Divine 1-1 urnan
as to good; that good is conjoined with truth therein; and that the
Lord is to be acknowledged as the source of all good and truth,
6840, 6887, 2001, 222j, IO,5j6. .

4. U'The Rock, his work is perfect; for all his ways are judge
ment j " denotes that the Lord in His Divine Human is the object
of faith in the Spiritual Church, which is the Ancient Church; and
this genuine faith is from love, and is expressed in good works : the
doctrines of this faith being rational truths proceeding from Divine
Truth, and expressive of Divine Good, 858 1, 10,43 6 , 1414, 9568 , 2234,
8695; and "a God of faithfulness and without iniquity, just and
right is he," denotes free from all error and perfect, because they are
from the Lord in 'Vhom good and truth are united, 2001, 30 , 34,
9156, 1813, 612.

5. "They have dealt corruptly with him, they are not his children,
it is their blemish; they are a perverse and crooked generation,"
denotes that this church declined through the violence of selfish love;
it rejected Divine Truths ; it became merely external and representa
tive, thus departing from genuine charity, and wandering in paths
of error, through the adoption of hereditary defilements, 62i, 2001,
489, 7837, 9252 , 352 j end, 9042 •

6. "Do ye thus requite the Lord, 0 foolish people and unwise P
Is he not thy father that hath bought thee? I-Ie hath made thee, and
established thee," denotes that thus their posterity are opposed to
Divine Good, and adopt falsities and evils, neglecting the Lord Who
Irorn Divine (;ood redeemed them, and by rpgcneration confirmed
and established their. ancestors in good, 48J2, 821 4, 2001, 4445, 1259,
50;0, Ji0 33

, 29Ji, 16, 5283.

. i. "Rell1ernber the days of ol~, consider the years of n1any genera
trons : ask thy father, and he ,vIII show thee; thine elders, and they
will tell thee," denotes that man should remember the perfection of
the Most Ancient Church : and reflect upon that of the Ancient Church·
for the celestial good of the Iorrncr, and the spiritual good of the
latter were and are, both manifested in truths, 10,248, 6075, 2150 ,

652 4-5, 32°9, 12591
•

8. u'Vhen the Most lligh gave to the nations their inheritance
when he separated the children of men, he set the bounds of the
peoples accordirur to the number of the children of Israel" denotes
that inmost Divine I-:ove c~)n~Jl1unicat('s .g-ood to the celestiaL desiring
th~lt. they Inay ~lave It as I~ Jt were t hcir own , and disting-uishes the
spiritua l by their own part icular good, lirniting that good by truths,
accordinjr to the quality of the spiritual man, 8153, 6075.

q. "For the Lord's portion is his people; Jacob is the lot of his
inheritance," denotes that Divine Good earnestly loves those who
are ~n truths internal in the Spiritual Church; and also those who
are In truths external there, by the realization of good, 2001, 4097,
1259, 6098, 2i aS, 9854, 2658.
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10... He found him in a desert land, in the waste howling wilder
ness," denotes that man frorn himself is entirely with~ut good, and
also without truth, 2i08, 683; and "he compassed him about, he
cared for hirn ; he kept him as the apple of his eye," denote~ that
I-Ie gives protection against evil; and also tenderly cornrnurucates
good, and makes that g-ood the essence of all truths, 2708, 683 , 2973.
~oo'" 2~"'2. Observe here, that the Hebrew word translated by
, I , ;) , •• d d " · d " d' th t . s"cared for," IS in the A. I. ren ere instructed, an In e exicon •
is said to mean "distinguished," "discerned," " made discerning,"
and thus, evidently, denotes the communication of the knowledge of
good; and also notice that ~h~ last thre~ expressions taken together
indicate three degrees of DIVine protection.

II. ":\s an eagle that stirreth up her nest, that fluttereth over her
young, he. spread abroad his wings, he. too~ th~m, he bare them
on his pinIons" denotes that the Lord gives intelligence from affec
tion, and the activity of truth .t~ increase good; a}so p.ower to the
spiritual man throug-h the activity of truths, conjunction throug-h
good, and progress by truths, 3901, 62 6 93 , 63676 , ii64, 19. 4378-<).
87643

, 9500.

12. H'rhe Lord alone did lead him, and there was no strange ~od

with him," denotes that good was fr~m the Lor~ alone \\'.ith the man
of the Ancient Church; and that falsity from evil was rejected, 2001.

4366, 8867, 10,436•

13. "I-Ie made him to ride on the high places. of the earth, and he
did eat the increase of the field; and he made him to suck honey out
of the rock and oil out of the flinty rock," denotes that th~s he was
elevated. and made progress above merely natural. thln~s, 3!ld
appropriated good freely from truths; also that he p~ovld~d him \\...th
natural delig-hts, reg-ulated bv truths from the Word In ultimates, and
with celestial g-ood, acquired by resistance to evil, 65342 , 92721°,

56206, 886, 20398, 8581.

I ..... "Butter of kine, and milk of sheep,. with fat of lal~lbs, and
rams of the breed of Bashan, and goats, with the fat of kidneys of
wheat ; and of the blood of the grape thou drunkest ,,·ine':' denotes
also with the congenial good of the natural man, and with truths
derived Irorn holy charity; yea, IIc gavfl him tl1(~. g-ood ~)f innoce!lce.
external spiritua l gonod, and external truths, with delights. derived
frOIH the di scrirrrinn tion of truth, frorn good. and also celestial good
and spiritual truth, 2184, 39944

, 28308, chap. iii. I, 4 169, 5943 9 ,

10,°32 , 5 1179
•

1-. U But [eshurun waxed fat and kicked: thou art waxen fat,
th()~ art gn;\VIl thick, thou art become sleek," denote~ that those
who are religiolls and righteous fronl. merely natu:al motives, as was
the rcprcsentat ive church, become Infatuated with merely natural
love, and act from falsities thence derived, and this as to inmost, n s
to interior and as to external affections, 60iS2, 10,029, 6212 3 , A.f;.
1159'·; and "'[hen he forsook God who made him, and lightly
<"'st'-eelllcd the Rock of his salvation," denotes the rejection of Divine
Truth internal and external, through which alone regeneration is
efTt\ct('(L and man finallv realizes the heavenly life of g-ood, 5R12,
2001, 16,5719, RSSI, JO,2R7. It is to be observed here that Jeshu.run
means tile upright, or ubrightn ess, and thus denotes and describes
the state of the Ancient Church before it became corrupted, and also

the similar state of the Israelitish and jewish Church, when it was
out wardlv in obedience to the laws delivered to it in the Word. The
Book of lasher, which was a book of the Ancient Word, also means
the book 0/ the "prig1,t.

16. "Th('~" moved him to jealous)' with strange gods, with
abominations provoked they him to anger," denotes that thus he is
averted from the Lord by falsities from evil, and by all the evils also,
derived from those falsities, 8875, 886 7, 7454. 5798, 10,287.

Ii. H They sacrificed un to demons, which were no God, to gods
whom thev knew not, to new gods that came up of late, whom your
fathers dreaded not, H denotes that thus, too, worship is corrupted
by falsities substituted for truths, by falsities, indeed, which could
not be reconciled with human reason, the result of depraved affec
tions and which have no origin from charity or love, 923, 9272 9 ,
8867. 2230, 1205, 9424, 30i313.

I~t U Of the Rock that begat thee thou art unmindful, and hast
forgotten God that gave thee birth," denotes that the corrupted
representative church does not acknowledge the Divine Human from
which is all truth; nor does it recognizo the truths thence derived
by means of which, good is acquired, 85R1, 5160, 5170. 2001, 39 19.

19· ".And the Lord saw it, and abhorred them, because of the
provocation of his sons and of his daug-hters," denotes that this is
why it is averted so stronjrly Irorn the Lord: it is because falsities
and evil affections are opposed to truth and g-oodness, 2001, 2807,
3605, 9308, 4&), 10·490·

20. H .\nd he said, I will hide mv face from them, I will see wha t
their end shall be; for they are a ·very froward generation J children
in whom is no faith," denotestha t interior things are not revealed
to this church, or merelv ' natural man, but that Divine Truth
discerns, nevertheless, the· states of the wicked in their vastation;
it knows their continual tendency to multiplv evils, and also to reject
all truths, 43 1 i 2

, 358, 223, 6i21-2, 280i, ....07, 613, 59'2, 36.

21. "'fh<"'y have moved me to jealousy with that which is not God;
they have provoked me to anger with their vanities," denotes that
merely natural men strongly avert themselves from the Lord by
falsities, and oppose truths proceeding- [rom the Lord by the practice
of evils, 88;5, 886 7, 2001, 93°8, 5798, 8882; and "I will move them
to jealousy with those which are not a people, I will provoke them
to anger with a foolish nation," denotes that thev themselves suffer
from the consequences of their falsities, and are vastated of all good,
by being confirmed in their evils. 2001, 94i3, 8R75, J259, 9308, 5798,
4445·

22. ,. For a fire is kindled in rnine angel-, and burncth unto the
lowest pit, and devoureth the earth with hen increase, and setteth
on fire the founda tion of the mountains;' denotes that selfish love
is in strong- contrast with the love of the Lord, and vastates the
wicked even as to their inmost principles, at the same time destroying
everything of the church in them, and causing every natural affection
tOgbe consumed by its intensity, 934, 5i98, 9055, 1691, 5149, 1733,
49 I.

.?J. "I will heap mischiefs upon them; I will spend mine arrows
upon them," denotes that evil continually brings upor, itself its own
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punishrncnt; and that falsity continually suffers from its own incon
sistency, 2001, 696, 6978, 10,472, 2686.

24. "'I'hey shall be wasted with hunger, and devoured with burning
heat and bitter destruction," denotes that the wicked have a strong
desire to appropriate evils, and are consumed in the love thereof as
to everything- internal, 4°7, 10, 283, 10,43 I, 9055, 8349, 2395; and
"the teeth of beasts wil! I send upon them, with the poison of the
crnwl ing things of the dust," denotes that falsities from corrupted
external afTections continually beset them, and that evils from the
lowest sensual delights contin-ually draw them downwards, 44243 , 46,
2397, 195, 746, 249·

25. Without shall the sword bereave, and in the chambers of
terror, it shall destroy both young man and virgin, the suckling with
the man of gray hairs," denotes that outwardly, the punishment
arising from falsities, is constantly present, that inwardly the fear
of punishment torments thern ; that then every incipient principle
of truth is rejected, and every affection thereof vanishes; yea, even
the innocence of ignorance, which distinguishes the young, and the
innocence of wisdom peculiar to the aged, 2799, 5336, 39006 , 986,
2397, 3 183.

26. "I said I would scatter them afar, I would make the remern
brnnce of thorn to cease amorur men;" denotes that the Lord foresees
tha.t the wicked must be gradually separated, and must become
entirely external; and that the good will cease to perpetually think
of their former evil states, 536 1, 1324, 9377 2 , 8884, 930, 2374~5.

27· "\Vere it not that I feared the provocation of the enemy, lest
their adversar-ies should misdeern, lest they should say, Our hand is
exalted, and the Lord ha t h not done this," denotes lest, indeed
evil should become predominant, and falsity should be counted as
truth; lest its power should prevail over good, and lest the Lord
should be entirely denied, 2001, S89, 390-1, 9308, 2851, 9313-4, 1822,
8i8, 827 I, 2618.

28. "For thr-v are a nation void of counsel, and there is no under
standing in them;" denotes that the wicked really have no compre
hension of wisdom, and no understanding of true doctrine, 1259, I"
8i03, 10,33 I.

zn. "Oh .that tllt"\!" were wise, that they understood this, that they
would consider their latt er end! " drnotes that the Lord carnestlv
desires that they should receive good; and that the" should he
delivered by Divine Truths in their j udgrnent, 10,33', j38 2 2 , 622 I.

JO. "1-10\\" should one chase a thousand, and two put ten thousand
to flig-ht, except their Rock had sold them, and the Lord had

delivered them up?" 'denotf's, how is it possible that fal sit v, which
has no real power, should prevail ag-ainst the fulness of the- doctrine
of t~'uth, or that evil and falsity conjoined, should be of any weight
ag-alnst the full po\\"er of good, unless 111an himself had Iullv rejected
the truth, and consequently, with it, good also. 9530, 81-36, 2575,
5 194, 4°77, 34, 858 1, 58863, 2001, 696.

] r , "For their rock is not our Rock, even our enemies themselves
being judges," denotes that indeed the wicked call their falsity truth,

CliAPTER XXXII

and truth itself they esteem as falsity; for it is falsity itself which
thus judges, 8581, 2851, 2258.

32 • U For their vine is the vine of Sodorn, and of the fields of
Gornorrah ; their grapes are grapes of g-all, their clusters are bitter,"
denotes that their spiritual truth is falsity, derived from evil and also
from the affection of falsity; and that their charity, so called, is
contarninated with selfish love, while their faith is in reality truth
falsified, 9320, 2240, 1488, 8349.

33. U Their wine is the poison of dragons, and the cruel venom of
asps," denotes that their doctrine is altogether perverted by the
separation of truth from good, and that it is corrupted by evil drawn
Irorn falsities, 63771 0 , 90133, 6g52 4 , 39232.

34. U Is not this laid up in store with me, sealed up among my
treasures?" denotes that surely these things are fully known to the
Lord, both as to the state of the will and understanding of the
wicked, 93203, 200 I.

35. U Venjreance is mine, and recompence, at the time when their
foot shall slide: for the day of their calamity is at hand, and the
thing-s that are to come upon them shall make haste," denotes that
yet the Lord is nothing but 111ercy and truth, and l-Ie promotes the
real good of the wicked when they fall into evil through the abuse
of their natural affections; for the punishment of the wicked is
inevitable and immediate, that they may be outwardly reformed,
and the consequences of their falsities are certain, that obedience to
the laws of their life may be the result, 488, 696, 8223, 2625, 2162,
I68g, 487, 2397, 9378, 5249, 5284-

36. U For the Lord shall judge his people, and repent himself of
his servants; when he seeth that their power is gone, and there is
none remaining' shut up or left at large," denotes that Divine Good
acts by Divine Truth in Judgment, and the Lord removes evil in the
outward act, with those who are willing' to serve for the sake of
self, because they have no longer any powers for good, and cannot
receive truth either in a state of restraint or in a state of freedom,
2001, 868 5, 1259, 10,44 1, 30 19, 3863, 8626, 68545

, i 84, 5897, 6157.

37. "And he shall say, \,"here are their gods, the rock in which
they trusted? " denotes that they arc forced to acknowledge that they
have no power from their falsities, either in particular or generally,
2001, 5361, 886j, 8581, 29822.

3~L U \Vhirh did eat the fat of their sacrifices, and drank the wine
of their drink offering-? Let them rise up and help you, Let them
be your protection," denotes that these are conjoined with the evils
of false worship, and with the falsities thence resulting; and indeed,
how could these falsities give help, either inwardly or outwardly?
2187, 10,033, 92 3 , 3 , 68, 6377 1°, 458 1, 10,4 13, 8652, 7437, 683.

39. uSee now that I, even I am he, and there is no god with me :
I kill, and I make alive; I have wounded and I heal; and there is
none that can deliver out of my hand," denotes that the wicked are
compelled to acknowledge the power of the Lord, and that there is
no pO\\'er in falsities; and that they believe according to the appear
ance that both evil and good proceed from Him; that both falsity

HH '
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and truth are alike His; and that He has absolute power without
regard to order, 2150, 2001, 683, 886 7, 7043, 1735, 43 1 , 8365. 68 54.
493 2-3.

40. "{;Our I lift up Illy hand to heaven, and say, As I live for ever,"
denotes that the power of the Divine is exerted from the inmost
through Divine Truth ; and yet that it appears to the wicked as
compulsory, 493 2-3, 1733, 726.

4 I. "I f I whet nlY glittering sword, and mine hand take hold on
judgernent ; I will render vengeance to mine adversaries, and will
recompense them that hate me," denotes that it appears to be
stimulated by selfish love; that the Lord judges (rol~l this love; t.hat
He really takes vengeance on those who oppose Him from Ialsity :
and that I--Ie really punishes those, who, from evil, are averse from
Him, 6353 8

, 88136, 2799, 44029, 2258, 488, 6<)6, 822 3, 93 13-4, 3605.

42 • U I will make mine arrows drunk with blood, and my sword
shall devour flesh; with the blood of the slain and the captives, from
the head of the leaders of the enemy," denotes that the wicked
believe that the punishment of falsity by the power of the truth, and
of evil by the po\ver of the truth, is really from the Lord; even the
punishment of those confirmed in evil, and of those not yet so con
firmed, and this in relation to inmost evils, 2001, 696, 2686, IOi2,
4735, 2799, 5149, 574, 450 3, 7990 , 7859, 83 14, 285 1•

43. "I~('joice, 0 ye nations, with his people: for he \~'ill avenge .the
blood of his servants; and will render vengeance to his adversaries;
and will make expiation for his land, for his people," denotes, Let
the good man, who is also in truth, rejoice that he is delivered from
evil, and also from falsity by the mercy of the Lord; for indeed the
wicked suffer from their own evils, and man is redeemed by the
power of the Lord; and also, the good and evil must be finally
separated, 472 13, 1259, 488, 822 3, 4735, 89 12,93 13-4, 10,042, 5661,
1259.

44. l\loses corning and speaking all the words of this song in t he
ears of the people, he and Hoshea the son of Nun, denotes that all
these truths concerning the wicked and the good, are revealed in
the church by Divine Truth and Divine Good, 7010, 524Q, 2q5 I ,

I.2H~, R26i' 9397, 2542, 1259, 10,557. It is said here, that Hoshca
the son of N un denotes Divine Good, because the word Hoshen
means a saviour or salvation, and because it is Divine Good that
saves. Also Hoshea, or Joshua. is the same as Jesus, which signifies
tho Divine Good. while Christ, or the Anointed, signifies the Divine
l'ru t h, 3004.

45. Moses making an end of speaking all these words unto all
Israel, denote'S that the state of instruction in truths must be suc
ceeded by other sta tes, 7010, 3093, 2951, 1288, 3654.

46. Moses saying unto them, Set your heart unto all the words
which I testify unto you this day, denotes further perception by the
man of the Spiritual Church from Divine Truth, that good must be
conjoined with truth, which is also an evidence of Divine Good in
every state, 7010, 1822, 3654, 7272, 1288, 4197, 2838; and command
iog their children to observe to do all the words of this law , denotes
obedience as to the will and understanding, 5486, 59 12, 3382, 5755,
1288, 7167.

4,. It not being a vain thing for them because it i~ their life; and
through this prolonging their days upon the land whither they we-nt
over Jordan to possess it, denotes that the truth is not uncertain like
falsity, but is the very life of the spiritual man from good; and that
by means of truth the sp!ritual man is regenerate~, and is ab~e. to
(.. nter into the heavenly hfe by the removal of evils and falsit ies,
8882, 3623, 8&)8, 4255, 2658 .

48. The Lord speaking unto l\loses that selfsame day saying,
denotes that again perception is given from Divine Good to the man
of the external church, 2001, 2951, 8582, 2838, 1822.

49. "Get thee up into this mountain of ..\bariln, unto mount Nebo,
which is in the land of Moab, that is over ag-ainst Jericho," denotes
that his rnind must be elevated to an intermediate state, in which
truths are perceived, and good is foreseen and made fruitful, while
vet the natural man is in adulterated good, with some knowledge of
the truth, because to go up, or ascend, signifies elevation, 1543; a
mountain, in this case, signifies an elevated state respectively, i95;
Abarirn means passages, and therefore signifies an intermediate
state, 8321, 8323; "Nebo means one that speaks, prophesies, or
fructifies, and therefore it denotes the same as Dibon, and Heshbon,
on the highest planes, namely celestial truth or knowledge," which
is the knowledge of good, and that Rood makes fruitful, 295 1 , 2534,
913; Moab denotes a state of adulterated good, 2468; and over
against Jericho, denotes some knowledge of the truth, this word
meaning his t)loon, 24415, 932510. 10,550; and beholding the land of
Canaan, which the Lord gives unto the children of Israel for a pos
session, denotes taking a view of the heavenly state according to his
ability. 2150, 3i05, 200 J, 8899, 3654, 2658.

50. Moses dying in the mount whither he went up, and being
gathered unto his people, as Aaron his brother died in mount H or ,
and was gathered unto his people. denotes that he must be estab
lished in the g-ood of the natural man which he has acquired and
must be associated with his like in the eternal world and state, even
as those who are in natural good interior are associated, 8,5 82,
332 6, 795, 1543, 32 55, Nurn, xx, 27-28.

51. ~IOSt')s and Aaron trespassing- against the Lord 4' in the midst
of the children of Israel, at the waters of :\leribah of Kadcsh , in the
wilderness of Zin," and not sanctifying H irn in their midst, denotes
that both natural good extcr ior and natural good interior are not
""i1ling to apprehend interior spiritual truths, and thus abide in
appearances, which cause content ion as to truths, and a state of
external holiness as to good, which is a state of obscurity, but never
theless a defence aRainst evil, and of comparative weakness as to
spiritual life, because such persons cannot realize spiritual states,
Num. xx. 11-12, 200], 200, 3654, 2702, 1678, 2ioS, Nurn. xx. I, 8042.

52. Moses seeing the land before him but not going into it; and
its being- g-h'en to the children of Israel, denotes that, therefore,
althoug-h they can, intr-llectually, view the heavenly country, they are
not able to enter into it, or into the truly spiritual state, 2150, 690 1 ,

J705, R8')9, 3()54.
As stated at the conclusion of the comrnen tarv on the last chapter,

the song- of Moses contained in this chapter, denotes the Word : but
also the book of the law denotes the Word, and since this is the case,
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it ,.Inay be interesting to consider here. the distinction between the
\\lord as a sonjr, and the \\"'ord as a law. It is in fact. the same
as be~\\'c~'n the expression of the feeling-s and thoughts in music
and . slngln~, ;~nd their e.xpression in ordinary language; and as
Ill.lISIC and sln~png, ~lr(' evident ly a particular cornbinat ion of feeling
with thuujrht 111 which the former prevails, \VC Ina)" thence discern
t ha t, ~()ngs ar~' ('sl)t'~ialJy sig-ni ficat ive of affection and intelligence
conjoined, \\'~1I1(' ordinary lanJ,,~uage, nlay be I110re adapted to the
cxnr t cxprcssron of truths. \\ e can casilv understand therefore whv
Illusic, and singing arc so a pproprintc and so useful in public
\\'or~}~lp, , and also why ~ongs correspond more pnrt iculnrly to the
glorIficatIon of the Lord 111 such worship, Hunce therefore we now
!'-\Ct', B"ener:dly, ,,'J:)" this song of l\loses is introduced just here, and
\\'"by Its preservation, as a part of the book of the law, took place
ns desrr ibcd,

\ ':e. ha~'e next, however, to st udy this song, as a description of the
gl~)I-Jhcatlon o~ .the Lor-d in another sense, or of the mak ing' of
Ills I-I urnn n 1)1\'II1l', also as describing the regeneration of man , and
cunscqucnt ly as relating to the condition of the Ancient Churches,
both in their sta~e of prosperity, and their state of corruption, decline
and consummat ron. And the various parts of the first section, are
:l picture of t!lC Most ~ Ancient church, and. the Ancient, respect
ively denoted, In the \\'ord, by Adam and hIS descendants, and by
Noah and his dcsccndant s. \Yc Ina)" therefore, with advantage,
reflect upon then]. The first three verses are introductory, and they
show, in their spiritual sense, that Revelation from the Lord extends
to all mankind, and is adapted to the states of those in heaven, and
~)f those on earth, or to the understanding, and to the life of the
Internal and external man. But it appeals especially to the life of
111an, and calls for his obedience above all things. \Ve notice next
the continual double expressions, however, and hence learn that not
only afTection, but corresponding thought also, constitutes the \\·ord,
and is essential to man '5 perfection. And how fine is the svmbolisrn
of doctrine with rain and dew ! And how it shows in a 1110s-t striking
manner the necessitv of Divine truths for the nourishrnent of th'e
soul, and also that these truths Il1USt be accompanied by g-ood, and
must be adapted to the state of the reg<:'nerating man ! But above
all things 1l111St the Divine H UI1l3n be acknowlcdtred ; for this is the
centr:!l truth of l{,evelntion, and without it, there is no proper under
~tandln~ of the \\"ord at all. And, in vcr. 4, this is called the Rock :
and thus we arc strorurly reminded of the Lord's words to Peter,
which have bor-n so much misunderstood and perverted. And \\'C

see, too, how the language of this verse illustrates and enforces the
real truth. For the redemption of man is the perfect work of the
Lorel; and all the interior truths of the \\'ord concerning it are the
mnnifestnt ion of that Divine perfection, and therefore show, that, in
l l im Tr ut h is united with Good, and thus that with Him is no error
hl:c:~l1Se 1.lis justice and righteousnpss are one. Rut turning (ron~
I)IVllH' thIngs, the Inell of thc church departed frOlll perfection, and
hy ('('asing- to be spiritual irnages and likenesses of I-lirn, bl'carne
forrns of (',"il and error, both in\\"ardlv and out\vardlr, as is denoted
by the t\\"O pairs of double expressions- in ver. 5. ~\nJ therefore no\\·,
the opposition of the perverted churches is put strongly in contrast.
in vera 6, \\'ith the Divine Good and the Divine T'ruth, fronl \vhich
is aIt the life of tl1an; and therefore also it is fitting- that man, in
every state of corruption and pcrversity, should still have the capacity
to understand \\'"hat is good and \\"hat is true; to reflect upon the
states of the l\'1ost Anci('nt Church as to its general principles,

signified by its days; to meditate upon the states of the Ancient
Church, as to its particulars, which are denoted by years; and thus to
appeal to the Divine Love in the Word, which is signified by the
father, and to the Divine Wisdom therein which is represented by
the elders. For it is only Ir orn the Word, as revealed to the Most
Ancient Church throug-h the state of celestial good in which they
were, that they were able to be a church; and only from the \Vord.
as revealed to the Ancient Church, through the state of spiritual
good in which they were, that they also would be preserved in their
integ-rit)'. And we proceed now to sum up the rrmn inder of the
section. Gvnernllv , it dcscr ibe s , in the internal s('ns<-" the happy
state of the church as formed in man, and as protected by thr- Lord,
and concludes w it h a statement of its lx-com irur corrupt. But we
notice that the la s t verse of the first ser t ion is so constructed as to
forrn also the com nu-nccnn-nt of the second, n nd that it describes
at once the corrupt st at e , of the posterity of the Ancient Churches,
and the depraved state of the Israclit ish and J('\vish churches. But
still it is the state of the Ancient Churches which is particularly
represented in verso H-9' by I sracl and by Jacob, and thus generally
the state of the genuine churches as distinguished fr0J11 the merely
representative church among- the Israelites and jews themselves.
Secondly, it is to be noted, that man before becoming a church, is in
a merely natura] or unregenerate state, denoted bv a desert land, and
by a waste howlinp: wilderness. And thirdly, the Lord's protection
of the Ancient Church, His great care for it, its state of instruction.
and its state of prosperity, are described. And when we remember,
that the same picture describes the Lord's loving- care for His Church
in all ages, or for His Church generally, and also for His Church in
each individual, and thus in ourselves, we have evr-rv reason to be
confident in that Divine Carp, and to be assured that If each of us is
faithful unto death, we shall certainly receive the promised crown of
life (Rev. H. 10). Thus then we conclude the section, and enter
upon the consideration of tlie next.

And here, wr: have a wonderful description of the real state of the
corrupted church, w hich indeed can only be best understood by a
careful study of the internal sense as it is given in the series on
account of the difficulty of giving a general view which shall be
satisfactory; and we reflect therefore - only on some of the par
ticulars. \Yhen it is said that the Lord is moved to jealousy and
excited to anger, \\'C know very well that these things cannot be
predicated of the all perfect Divine Beinrr, but on the contrary, that
it is the wickr-d themselves, who, from their love of evil, turn them
selves to the falsities of their evil as is described in vcrs. 16-17. And
consequently, they deny and reject the DIVINE I-IUMAN, apart from
the acknowledgment of which, spiritual things cannot be compre
hended : and hence, too, such thing-s were not and are not revealed
to the merely r{'~re~entati\'e.of the church, as clearly appears from
vers. IR-20; and It IS Jllost 1111portant that the spiritual tnan should
no\v understand thesp truths. l\nd consider too the internal contents
of the n('xt four verses. l~hp \\'icked, by turning C:l\vay frorn the
Lord, pJung-e thenlSplvf's into fnlsities and evils, and these returning
upon theJl1seh'es, the)" are deprived of all truth and are vasta ted of
all good. For selfish love, denoted by fire, takes a\vay all good, and
this even to innlost things, \\'hile evils and falsities inevitably bring
upon themselves their o\\'n punishnlcnt; and the \vicked lllust IH'('ds
be Riven lip to vilf' passions, df'notpd by \\"ild beasts, and Illerely
sensual thing-s, signified by cra\vling thing-s of the dust.

But consider further, the truths set forth as far as ver. 30. As to
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the external, those who are in evil, are overcorne by falsities, denoted
by the sword ; and as to the internal the fear of punishment, assails
them ; and thus, incipient truths and their atTections signified by the
vouru; men and the virgins, are destroyed, and this as to every
j>rinciple of innocence, represented by the suckling, and by the man
of g-rey hairs. And moreover, being scattered afar, evidently denotes
becoming' thoroughly external; and the remembrance of them
ccasirur, sig-nifies that the good will cease to remember the former
evil stiltes.· But can it be possible that the Lord should fear the
t riurnph of those who oppose the good and the true, or their mis
understandings? And is it not 1110re reasonable to recognize, that
evil cannot become predorninant : that falsity cannot become truth;
and that the power of falsity cannot prevail over good? And again,
how pl.iin is it, that the evil are without wisdom, and that they can
have no proper understanding of the truth? And is it not equally
clear, that the Divine Being desires the salvation of all, as described
in ver. 29; and that the wicked have no pO\\'er against the good.
because, Indeed they have alienated themselves from the Lord, as
a ppears from ver, 30? .

Ag-ain let us reflect upon the four verses following, and note how
exactly they describe the state of a corrupted and vastated church
and people. For the Rock on which they depend is falsity, nor have
they any perception of the Divine Human, because it is falsity from
evil itself which judges; and hence all their so-called spiritual truth
is falsity from evil, and from the love of what is false; their charity
so-called being contarninated with selfish love, and their faith being
falsified, because the vine and grapes correspond to spiritual truth
and charity, and Sodom and Gornorrah, as is well known, denote
evil and falsity. And who cannot see that the poison of dragons
and the cruel venom of asps, predicated of wine, are representative
of evils and falsities, defiling and corrupting the doctrine of the
Spiritual Church? And certainly these things are known to the
I ...ord, as lescribed in ver. 34. And proceeding- now to meditate on
the rcma indcr of this song', in which, thl-ouJ.;hout, all the poetical
figures are also exact correspondences in a serres , as \VC cannot fail
to observe since it is a portion of the Divine Word, we take par
ticular notice of ver , 35. Taken in the literal sense only, it is a
very terrible picture of the Alrnighty God and Lord delighting- in
taking revenge, and deliberately looking forward to the time when
H is enemies shall be at the greatest disadvantage, and He can
exercise His power against them, This, however, is not the true
character of the Lord, but represents Him just as imperfect and
depraved human beings think of Him, For I-Ie is love itself and
mercy itself, nor does He ever change. And it is for this very reason
that the wicked arc" not consumed," any more than the good in the
j udgmen t which awaits everyone after death (Mal. iii. 6); while yet
the inevitable consequences of their disobedience to the laws of order
fall upon them, and arc the means by which they arc restrained from
doing- evil beyond the permitted limits, which use, or Divine Good
in its ultirnate forms really requires; as we find in the contents of
vr-r. 3(). But lastly, notice particularly ver, 3<), and the context to
the end of the poern ; and remember that all this shows that the
evil arc compelled by their fears to nckriowlcdqe the Divine Power
by submit ting themselves to its control; that they are continually
hi-ought into subjection, and are the better for it; that it is well for
them . to think and feel that they are controlled; that they are pre
vented by this control Irorn doing- injury; that thus the evil and the
good are eternally preserved in the enjoyment of their life; and that
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it is impossible to conceive that every human being in the infernal
regions. is not at last :brought into such a state, as no longer to
require incessant punishment, althoug-h from the very character of
predominating selfish love. it is equally impossible to conceive, t~at

there is not, with all such, the necessity of incessant and beneficial
restraint [Matt. xxv. 46). And if we consider now the concluding
words of the section we shall also see that it is good for the man of
the church in all ages, to understand and continually profit by the
teaching of the internal sense of the Word in this song. For it is
certain also that, in his probationary state, man needs not only to
be continuallv conjoining- good in the heart with truth in the intel
lect for his eternal benefit, as we read in ver, 46, but that in addition,
he requires the external restraints under which Divine Providence
has placed him, since these, too, are good for him who may not be
always wilting' to restrain himself from evil or to avoid error by self
compulsion from the best motives.

And now, finally, section ~ only requires of us a short commentary,
since the subject has previously occupied us (chap. iii. 27). The
important thing to be first noticed here is, that Moses does not repre
sent Divine Truth, nor does Aaron represent Divine Good, but the
merely natural man, or the merely representative church as to their
external and internal states 8582, 85884. And this being understood,
we can see whv they were not permitted to enter the promised land.
For the merely natural man cannot enter heaven (John iii. 3-5).
But man is nevertheless permitted to see it. That is, he has the
capacity to understand truths and to be regenerated, by receivin.g
3 new life from the Lord. I f he does not, however, he must remain
merely natural. And this is the meaning of Moses dying in the
mount ; while by his being gathered unto his people, is represented
the association of such persons with their like in the eternal world,
For no one actually dies; and it is a universal law of Divine Order,
that both the wicked and the good should thus be respectively
associated according to their' characters, this, of course, being one
g-rand mea ns of the preservation of order. Secondly, ver. 5 r shows,
in the spiritual sense, why the natural man, unregencrated, cannot
enter heaven. I t is because he is not willing to do so, but prefers
his own life of selfishness and worldliness, which is the cause of all
evil, and produces nothing- but contention and strife. And thirdly,
while we seriously consider these wonderful general truths, and
endeavour to profit by them. let us also notice the particular corre
spondent ial correctness of all the proper names used in vers. 49-52,
that it may be to us a further confirmation of the Divine origin and
character of the Word of the Lord ; of its continual preservation; of
its internal sense; and of its perfect adaptability to promote the
regeneration of mankind to the uttermost.
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CHAPTER XXXIII

SU~Il\IARY OF THE SPIRITCAL SENSE

I. That there is conjunction between the Lord and the man of
the Spiritual Church by means of representative worship while he
is in a state merely natural, and in a state of instruction, verso 1-5·

2. And this conjunction is also by means of the general truths
of the church in their order, verso 6-25.

3. The happy state which is the consequence of true conjunction
with the Lord, verso 26-29.

THE CONTENTS OF EACll VERSE

At his right hand was
a fiery law unto
them.

J. Yea, he loveth the
peoples;

1\]) his saints are in thy
hand: *

And they sat down at
thy feet;

Everyone shall receive
of thy words,

4 . Moses commanded us
a law,

An inheritance for the
assembly of Jacob.

holiness, the acknowledgment
of the Lord as the omnipotent
God, and inducing a respect
for truths under the fear of
punishment.

3. For the Lord earnestly
desires conjunction with man
by means of truths, and this
outward holiness powerfully
affects the natural man,
through the glorification of the
Lord's Human Nature, and
thus through the Divine
Natural, whence truths are re
ceived adapted to the state.

4. And Divine Truth flows
in, even as the Divine Law ,
according to which the natural
man may act as from himself;

I. j\ nd this is the bless
ing, wherewith Moses the
man of God blessed the
children of Israel before his
death.

2. And he said,

The LORD came from
Sinai,

And rose from Seir
unto them;

I-Ie shined forth from
mount Paran,

And he came from the
ten thousands of holy
ones:

472

I. '[he conjunction of the
man of the Spiritual Church
with the Lord is effected by
representatives, or by external
worship separated from inter
nal, so long as he is in a merely
natural state, or in a state of
instruction by means of Divine
Truths, or by the Divine Law,
until such merelv natural state
is ei ther pu t ~ff by regene
ration or is confirmed so
that regeneration is no longer
possible.

2. And thence the man of
the church is enabled to per
ceive, that Divine Love mani
fests itself throug-h the natural
truths in the literal sense of
the '\Tord, by natural good
from the Div ine I--Iuolan,' and
thus illuminates his mind, and
infuses spiritual life, the effect
on the natural man being an
abundance of knowledges com
bined wi th a state of external

5. And he was king in
]eshurun,

When the heads of the
people were gathered,

}\11 the tribes of Israel
together.

6. Let Reuben live, and
not die;

Yet let his men be few.

7. And this is the bless
ing of Judah: and he said,

Hear, Lon n, the voice
of Judah,

And bring him in unto
his people:

\\·ith his hands he con
tended for himself;

Arid thou shalt be an
help against his ad
versaries.

5. And thus it rules in the
external church by outward
obedience and justice, regulat
ing- the mind from inmost
principles acting in truths, and
arranging it in order accord
ing to the general truths of
the church.

G. And first in order is faith
in the understanding, which is
preserved inviola te by the
Lord, the quality of which is
liability to perish.

7. Secondly, celestial love in
the interior man, about which
it is perceived that obedience
Irorn this love Rives conjunc
tion with the L,ord,· that it
desires conjunction with
t ruths , t hat \vi t h pow er i t
resists evil, and that through
it the Lord delivers man Irorn
all falsities.
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8. And of Levi he said,
Thy Thurnrnim and thy

U rim are with thy
godly one,

Whom thou didst prove
at 1\1 assah,

With whom thou didst
stri ve at the waters of
l\leribah;

9. Who said of his father,
and of his mother, I
have not seen hirn ;

Neither did he acknow
ledge his brethren,

Nor knew he his own
children:

For they have observed
thy word,

And keep thy cove
nant.

10. They shall teach Jacob
thy judgements,

And Israel thy Iaw :
They shall put incense

before thee,
And whole burnt of

fering upon thine
altar.

I I. Bless, l.JoRD, his sub
stance,

And accept the work
of his hands:

Smite through the
loi ns of them that
rise up against him,

And of them that hate
him, that they rise
not again.

12. Of Benjamin he said,
The beloved of the

L/ORD shall dwell In
safety by him;

8. Thirdly, love and charity
in the highest degree from the
Lord, \ Vho thence controls all
things; from which proceed
Divine 'Truth in its brightness
and Divine Good in its splen
dour, both originating in the
Lord, to Whom the merelv
natural man is opposed i;l
temptation, and Whom he
resists in selfish complaining,

9. For the Lord, in His
glorification and man in his
regeneration reject hereditary
evil and its falsity, and all
actual evil thence derived
whether matured or incipient;
also they are obedient to
Divine Truth, and are con
joined with the Lord by love
and chari ty.

10. And thence the natural
man is instructed in truth
exterior, and the spiritual man
in truth interior; offering to
the Lord acceptable spiritual
worship from charity, and
celestial worship from love.

I I. And the Lord conjoins
IIirnself wi tit man through
charit.y manifested in truths
and established by good work s
accepted with full po\ver in
uses, and, thus overcoming all
inmost evils of the will and
all outward evils in the life,
so that they never again
become active.

12. And hence, spiritual
truth from celestial good is a
medium, concerning which it
is perceived that good abides

lIe covereth him all
the day long,

And he dwelleth be
tween his shoulders.

IJ. And of Joseph he
said,

Blessed of the LORn
be his land;

For the precious
things of heaven,
for the dew,

..And for the deep that
coucheth beneath,

14. And for the precious
things of the fruits
of the sun,

And for the precious
things of the gro,vth
of the moons,

J5. And for the chief
things of the ancient
mountains,

..And for the precious
things of the ever
lasting hills,

16. And for the precious
things of the earth
and the Iulness
thereof,

...\nd the good will of
him that dwelt in
the bush:

Let the blessing come
upon the head of
Joseph,

And upon the crown
of the head of him
that was separate
from his brethren.

17. ']'he firstling of his

in this truth and is protected
by it; that it serves as a cover
ing to good in every state;
and that by it the full power
of good is exercised.

13. Fourthly, the Celestial
of the Spiritual, of which it is
perceived, that it conjoins the
external with the internal man
by means of Divine Truths in
ternally and also externally
which are subordinated;

14. By means of every
action proceeding from love,
and every action proceeding
from truth in its increase;

15. By means of the primary
principles proceeding from the
Most Ancient Church, and by
those proceeding from the
Ancient Church;

16. By means of every
thing' valuable in the external
man in all fulncss; and by
every natural affection of truth
in ultimates; for conjunction
with the Lord is by inmost
g-ood celestial and by inmost
truth spiritual.

17. Moreover every prin-
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bullock, majesty is
his;

And his horns are the
horns of the wild
ox:

With them he shall
push the peoples all
of them, euen. the
ends of the earth:

And they are the
ten thousands of
Ephraim,

And they are the
thousands of Ma
nasseh.

18. And of Zebulun he
said,

Rejoice, Zebulun, In
thy going out;

And, lssachar, in thy
tents.

19. They shall call the
peoples unto the
mountain;

There shall they offer
sacrifices of right
eousness:

For they shall suck
the abundance of
the seas,

Arid the hidden trea
sures of the sand.

20. And of Gad he said,
Blessed be he that en

largeth Gad:
He dwelleth as a

lioness,
And teareth the arm,

yea, the crown of
the head.

21. Arid he provided the

ciple of innocence in the
natural mind from celestial
good is noble; and its
power by truths in ulti
mates from good is immense;
and by means of these, all
falsities are resisted, through.
fifthly, the intellect in full ac
tivity in the natural man, and
sixthly, through the new will
of good there.

IR. Seventhly, concerning
conjugial love external it is
perceived, that it is full of
heavenly joy in its procedure;
and eighthly, concerning con
jugial love internal that it is
eminently holy.

19. For by these, truth is
conjoined with good; the Lord
is worshipped from love; thev
are insinuated into all natural
tru ths; and en ter into the
m.ysteries of all things of
science.

20. Ninthly , good works,
concerning which it is per
c.eived, that the full conjunc
tion of good and truth is
there, through the affection of
truth in its power and the de
struction of the might of evil
outwardly and inwardly,

2 I. For good works belong

fi rst part for him
self,

For there was the
lawgivers portion
reserved;

And he came l.l'ith the
heads of the people,

I-Ie executed the jus
tice of the LORD,

..And his judgements
with Israel.

22 •.And of Dan he said,
Dan is a lion's whelp,
That leapeth forth

from Bashan ,

23...And of Naphtali he
said,

o Naphtali, satisfied
with favour,

And full with the
blessing of the
LORD:

Possess thou the west
and the south.

24 ....-\nd of .:\sher he said,
Blessed be Asher with

children;
Let him be acceptable

unto his brethren,
.\nd Jet him dip his

foot in oil.

25· T'h v bars shall be iron
and brass;

And as thy days so
shall th'· stre~gth
be. -

2(). There is none like
unto God, 0 jeshu
run,

to the external man, because
they are done I rom internal
Divine Love, from which is
derived inmost truth; they are
according to the decision ot
interior wisdom and intelli
gence; and they are the
outward expression of holy
charity combined with a
clear discernment of external
truths In agreement therewith.

_22. Tenthly the affirmation
of truth, concerning which it
is perceived, that it is the first
principle of the church in its
power, and belongs especially
to the natural mind.

23. Eleventhly, the freedom
of the natural man after
ternpta tions, concerning which
it is perceived, that it is the
freedom of love, the result of
conjunction with the Lord in
every state of obscurity and
brigh tness.

24· And lastly, the delight
of the natural affections, con
cerning which it is perceived,
that it is fruitful in good and
truth arising- Irorn that' con
junction, necessary to g-ive life
to all truths, and vivified in
wardly from celestial love;

::?5· Strengthened with na
tural truth and natural good :
and being thereby supported
according to every state.

26. For no finite power or
being is equivalent to the
Lord as Divine Truth, Who
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I{EFERENCES Ar\D !':OTES

I. This being the bl('ssing wherewith Moses the man of God
blessed the children of Israel before his death, denotes that the

Who rideth upon the
heaven for thy help,

And in his excellency
on the skies.

2j. '[he eternal God is
thy dwelli ng place,

Arid underneath arc
the everlasting
arms :

And he thrust out the
enetny from before
thee,

And said, Destroy.

28. And Israel dwelleth
in safety,

The fountain of Jacob
alone,

I n a land of corn and
wine ;

Yea, his heavens drop
down dew,

29. IIappy art thou, 0
Israel:

Who is like unto thee.
a people saved by
the LORD,

The shield of thy
help,

A nd that is the sword
of thy excellency!

And thine enemies
shall submit them
selves unto thee:

A nd thou shalt tread
upon their high
places. -

tlO\VS throug-h the heavens to
aid the spiritual man, and this
both as to the Internal and
External of his life.

27. For the eternal God is
He in Whorn the spiritual
man abides internally, and by
Him he is protected exter
nally, so that evil is entirely
destroyed.

28. And thus the spiritual
man is safe from all evil by
the reception of Divine Truth
from the Wor d adapted to the
natural man, and is distin
guished from the wicked;
being endowed with natural
good and truth in abundance,
and also with good and truth
internally with a state of peace
and innocence.

29. For the spi ri tual 111a n
is filled with delight, and is
superior to all merely natural
men, because in him truth is
conjoined with love, and the
Lord is his Divine Protector,
enabling him to withstand all
falsity by the power of truth,
all evil by the force of charity t

and all false wor-ship by the
power of love in the natural
man.

conjunction of the man of the Spiritual Church with the Lord is
effected by representatives, or by external worship separated from
internal so long as he is in a merely natural state, or in a state of
instruction by means of Divine Truths, or by the Divine Law, until
such merely natural state is either put off by regeneration, or is
confirmed so that regeneration is no longer possible, 3514, 8298-1,
IO,5i4, 10,5 26, 6827, 3 134, 2001, 3654, 3326, 5407, 9928.

2. ".-\nd he said, The Lord carne from Sinai, and rose from Seir
unto them," denotes that thence the man of the church is able to
perceive that Divine Love manifests itself through the natural truths
in the literal sense of the Word, by natural good from the Divine
Human, 1822, 2001, 8399, 1543, 35272, 33222; and "he shined forth
from mount Paran, he carne from the ten thousands of holy ones:
at his right hand was a fiery law for thcrn ," denotes illumination
of mind, and the infusion of spiritual life, the effect on the natural
man being an abundance of knowledges, combined with a state of
external holiness, the acknowledgment of the Lord as the omnipotent
God, and inducing a respect for truths under the fear of punish
ment, 271." 25 13, 576, 2575, 8887, 4933, 934, 7167.

3. "y'ea, he loveth the peoples; all his saints are in thy hand;
and they sat down at thy feet; everyone shall receive of thy words."
denotes that the Lord earnestly desires conjunction with 111an by
means of truths, and that this outward holiness perpetually affects
the natural man through the g-lorification of the Lord's Human
Nature, and thus through the Divine Natural, whence truths are
received adapted to the state, 23423, 1259, 8887, 4933, 9422, 2162,
35272, 33222, 1288.

4. "1\los('s cornmanded us a Taw, an inheritance for the assembly
of Jacob," denotes that Divine Truth flows in, even as the Divine
Law, according to which the natural man f11ay act as from himself,
iOlo, 5486, i l 6i, 2t)58, iS4), 14fXJ3.

5. "And he w a s king in Jeshurun when the heads of the people
were gathered, all the tribes of Israel together," denotes that thus
it rules in the external church, by outward obedience and justice
regulating the mind frorn inmost principles, acting in truths, and
arranging it in order, According to the general truths of the church,
33222, chap. xxxii, IS, 3i28, 1259 , 6112, 3858, 3654.

6. U Let Reuben live, and not die, vet let his men be Iew," denotes
that first in order is faith in the understanding, as to good, which
is preserved inviolate by the Lord, the quality of which is liability
to perish, 4605, 32-34, 3326, 45 18, 392.

i. U And this is the ble~sing- of Judah: and he said, Hear, Lord,
the voice of Judah, and bring him in unto his people: with his hands
he contended for himself , and thou shalt be an help against his
adversaries," denotes celestial love in the interior man, about which
it is perceived that obedience from this love gives conjunction with
the Lord, that it desires conjunction with truths, that with po'\'C'r
it resists evil, and that through it the Lord delivers man from all
falsities, 3514, 3881, 1822, 2542, 2001, 9384, 8i64, 1259, Si8, 9024,
3.3222, 8652 , 93 13-4.

8. ":\nd of Levi he said, Thy Thurnrnim and thy Urim, arc w it h
thy godI)' one, whom thou didst prove at Massah : with whom thou
didst strive at the waters of Merlbah ," denotes love and charity in
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the highest degree Irorn the Lord, Who thence controls all things;
Irorn which proceed Divine 'Truth in its brig-htness and Divine Good
in its splendour, both originating in the Lord to \\"hOI11 the merely
natural man is opposed in temptations, and \"holn he resists in
selfish complainirur, 3875, 3877, 1822, 9905, 2001, 8864, 2768, 8587,
<)0 2 4 , 27 0 2 , 8588.

q, "\Vho said of his father, and of his mother, I have not seen
him : neither did he acknowledge his brethren, nor know his own
children," denotes that the Lord, in his glorification, and man in
his reg-eneration, reject hereditary evil and "its falsity, and all actual
evil thence derived whether matured or incipient, 1822, 37032; and
"for they have observed thy word and keep thy covenant," denotes
that they are obedient to Divine Truth, and are conjoined with the
Lord by love and charity, 3382, 665.

10. "rrhey sha ll teach Jacob thy judgements, and Israel thy law :
t hr-y shall put incense before thee, and whole burnt otTering upon
thine altar," denotes that thence the natural man is instructed in
truth exterior, and the spiritual man in truth interior; offering to
the Lord external spiritual worship from charity, and celestial
wor-ship from love, 'i007, 92 1 , 140 93 , 8337, 3654, 3382, 10,177,92],
45-1- I.

J I. U Bless, Lord, his substance, and accept the work of his hands:
smite throug-h the loins of them that rise up against him; and of
them that hate him that they rise not again," denotes that the Lord
conjoins Himself with man through charity manifested in truths,
and established by good works accepted with full power in uses, and
thus overcornirur all inmost evils of the will, and al! outward evils of
the life, so that they never again become active, 35 1-1- , 200r, 3877,
4 10 5, 25 1 1,5 1....8, 878, 10,510,3021, 10,4 13,693-

12. U ()f Henjarnin he said, The beloved of the Lord shall dwell in
safety by hint; he covereth him all the day long, and he dwcllcth
bct wr-r-n his shoulders," denotes spiritual truth from ('(llestial good is
a medium concerning- which it is perceived that good abides in this
truth, and is protected by it; that it serves as a covering to good
in every state; and that by it the full power of good is exercised.
4SQ2, 1822,4592 7, 1293, 10,160, 2576,487, 1085.

13. "And of Joseph he said, Blessed of the Lord be his land; for
the precious thing-s of heaven, for the dew, and for the deep that
couchcth beneath," denotes the celestial of the spiritual. of which it
is perceived, that it conjoins the external with the internal man, by
111('aI1S of Divine 'Truths internallv, and also extcrnallv which an'
subordinated, 3969\ 39697, 1822, 35 14, 3705, 1733, 3579 3, 643 I.

14. "And for the precious things of the fruits of the sun, and for
the precious things of the gn)\\"th of the moon s," denotes by means
of every action proceedirur from love, and every action proceeding
from truth in its increase, 3 166 , 1873, 2441\ 2646.

'5. H And for the chief thing-s of the ancient mountains, and for
the precious things of the everlasting- hills," denotes, by means of
the pr irnarv principles proceeding from the Most Ancient Church;
and by those proceeding from the Ancient Church, 10,438 , 3 166,
6435·

CIIAPTER XXXIII

16. Ii And for the precious things of the earth and the fulness there
of. and the good will of him that dwelt in the bush: let the blessing
corne upon the head of Joseph, and upon the crown of the head of
him that was separate from his brethren, denotes by means of
everything valuable in the external man in all fulness, and by every
natural affection of truth in ultimates; for conjunction with the
Lord, is by inmost good celestial and inmost truth spiritual, 3166,
1733, 2636, 218 41

, 1293, 6832 , 35 14, 372 8 , 396g3, 6437.

17. U The firstling of his bullock, majesty is his; and his horns
are the horns of the wild-ox : with them he shall push the peoples all
of them, even the ends of the earth: and they are the ten thousands
of Ephraim, and they are the thousands of Manasseh," denotes that
every principle of innocence in the natural mind from celestial good
is noble; and its power by truth. in ultimates from good is immense;
and by means of these all falsities are resisted, through the intellect
in full activity in the natural man, and through the new will of good
there, 9<>8 1 , 9990, 36<)05, 2832, 1259, 2973, 1733, 576, 2575, 6237-8.

18. U And of Zebulun he said, Rejoice. Zebulun, in thy going out;
- and, Issachar, in thy tents," denotes that concerning conjugial love

external, it is perceived that it is full of heavenly joy in its pro
cedure; and concerning conjugial love internal that it is eminently
holy, 3957, 3960. 9927. 4 14, 472 13 •

19. U They shall call the peoples unto the mountain; there shall
they offer sacrifices of righteousness: for they shall suck the abund
ance of the seas, and the hidden treasures of the sand," denotes that
by these, truth is conjoined with good; the Lord is worshipped from
love; they are insinuated into all natural truths; and they enter
into the mysteries of all things of science, 6762.

20. Ii And of Gad he said, Blessed be he that enlargeth Gad: he
dwelleth as a lioness, and he- teareth the arm, yea the crown of
the head," denotes good works, concerning which it is perceived that
the full conjunction of good and truth is there through the affection
of truth in its power, and the destruction of the mig-ht of evil out
wardly and inwardly, 3934. 1822. 35 14, 1101, 1293, 6367, 725, 5828,
J085. 6437·

21. "And he provided the first part (or himself; for there was the
la wgiver 's portion reserved; and he came wi th the heads of the
people, he executed the justice of the Lord, and his judgements with
Israel," denotes that good works belong to the external man, because
they are done from internal Divine Love, from which is derived
inmost truth; they are according to the decision of interior wisdom
and intelligence; and they are the outward expression of holy charity,
combined with a clear discernment of external truths in agreement
therewith, 2&7, 9828, 3934, 10,8 14, 40 97, 2576, 39343

, 1853, 3728,
1259. 3858, 5755, 612, 2001, 3654-

22. U And, of Dan he said, Dan is a lion's whelp, that leapeth
forth from Bashan," denotes the affirmation of truth, concerning
which it is perceived, that it is the first principle of the church in
its power, and belongs especially to the natural mind, 3923, 1822,
39233

, 908 1, chap. i. 4.

23. u And of -Naphtali he said, 0 Naphtali satisfied with favour,
and full with the blessing of the Lord: possess thou the west
and the south," denotes the freedom of the natural man after

I I
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temptations, concerning which it is perceived that it is the freedom of
love, the result of conjunction with the Lord in every state of obscurity
and brightness, 39283, 1822, 6297, 21847, 35 14. 200'. 2658, 3ioS.

24. U And of Asher he said, Blessed be Asher with children; let
him be acceptable unto his brethren, let him dip his foot in oil,"
denotes the delight of the natural affections, concerning which it is
perceived that it is fruitful in good and truth. arising from that con
Junction, necessary to give life to all truths, and vivified inwardly
from celestial love, 3938, 1822, 35 14, 59 12, 301, 367, 2162.

25. "Thy bars [or shoes] shall be iron and brass, and as thy days
so shall thy strength be," denotes strength from natural truth and
natural good; and being thereby supported according to every state.
402, 2162, 425, 487, 6343.

26. U There is none like unto God, 0 Jeshurun, who rideth upon
the heaven for thy help, and in his excellency on the skies," denotes
that no finite being or power is equivalent to the Lord as Divine
Truth, Who flows through the heavens to aid the spiritual man, and
this both as to the Internal and External of his life, 2001, chap.
xxii. 15, 276 1, 1733, 8652, 8283, 8106.

27. "<I'he eternal God is thy dwelling place, and underneath are
the everlasting arms: and he thrust out the enemy from before thee,
and said Destroy," denotes that the eternal God is He in Whom the
spiritual man abides internally, and by Him he is protected exter
nally so that evil is entirely destroyed. 3404. 2001, 948 1, 1085, 2657,
2851, 358, 1822, 2395.

28. cc And Israel dwelleth in safety, the fountain of Jacob alone;
in a land of corn and wine; yea, his heavens drop down dew," denotes
that thus the spiritual man is safe from all evil by the reception of
Divine 'Truth from the Word adapted to the natural man, and is
distinguished from the wicked, being endowed with natural good and
truth in abundance; and also with good and truth internally with a
state of peace and innocence, 3654, 1293, 10.160. 2702. 14093

• 3705.
3580) 1733, 2445, 3579 3

•

29. cc Happy are thou, 0 Israel! Who is like unto thee, a people
saved by the Lord, the shield of thy help, and that is the sword of
thy excellency! And thine enemies shall submit themselves unto
thee; and thou shalt tread upon their high places," denotes that the
spiritual man is filled with delight, and is superior to all merely
natural men t because, in him truth is conjoined with love, and the
Lord is his Divine Protector, enabling- him to withstand all falsity
by the power of truth, all evil by the force of charity, and all false
worship by the power of love in the natural man, 545, 3654, 51,
I25fl, Nurn. xiii. 8, 1788, 8652, 2799, 8283, 2851, 309 1 , 258, 2722.

This blessing of Moses, wherewith he blessed the children of Israel
before his death, represents the conjunction of the man of the Spiritual
Church with the Lord, by representatives or by external worship
separated from internal so long as he is in a merely natural state, be
cause Moses here denotes the representative church, and his death
denotes the end of the representative church, as the references show ;
and therefore all the particulars that follow have reference to this con
junction, and especially is this the case with regard to. the arrangement
of the tribes as we shall see farther on, But it is necessary first to

CHAPTER XX}{III

consider the section before us. And the spiritual contents of the
second verse affords an evidence of the general truth stated in the
first. For it teaches that Divine Love manifest itself in Divine Truth
in the literal sense of the 'Yard, by natural good from the Divine
Human, signified by mount Seir and mount Paran, the former being
representative of celestial love, and the latter of spiritual love, or
of love to the Lord and love to the neighbour according to the state.
And it is said, "according to the state," on account of what imme
diately follows, and from the signification of Sinai, 9399. Consider,
too, more particularly what is here involved. The Lord continually,
from His Divine Love, desires the salvation of everyone. And this
is effected, as far as it is possible, by means of Divine Truths
conjoined with good signified by saints in his hand, and also by
means of good and adapted to the state, this being denoted by the
foot. Also it is well known that the Israelites and Jews were of
such a character that they were delighted with external forms of
worship and with ceremonies and rituals, and that by these, as
means, they were kept in outward obedience.

And then, by Moses commanding a law, an inheritance for the
assembly of Jacob, is evidently denoted that Divine Truths are
accommodated to the state; for Moses himself denotes such truth
in general, 4859; it is called a law as adapted to the intellect, and
it is called an inheritance as adapted to the will; also an assembly,
or rather a congregation, denotes a state relatively external, 7843;
and Jacob in relation to Israel denotes what is natural in relation
to what is spiritual, 4286. And if now lastly, we reflect on the
internal sense of ver. 5. where Moses is called king in jeshurun,
which word has the same meaning as j asher, that is the upright,
and where he is said to have come with the heads of the people, we
shall be convinced that the section truly describes the conjunction
between the Lord and the man of the Spiritual Church by means
of representative worship, while he is in a state merely natural and
in a state of instruction. •

But turning to the second section we have to note the blessings
pronounced upon each tribe, and also the peculiarity of the arrange
merit of the tribes; and the first is that of Reuben, who here denotes
faith in the understanding, now become faith in the will, or the
good of faith, and therefore his name occurs first, the state of the
Spiritual Church being the general subject, and its conjunction with
the Celestial Church being first described as to its three degrees
of good the other two being denoted respectively by Judah and Levi;
and it is added "Jet his men be few " to denote evidently, the
liability of faith separate from good to perish (A.E. 43414 ) . Secondly,
celestial love is described; and we notice that, it being the essen tial
lo.ve ~f the third heaven, what is said about it is in perfect harmony
\:lth It: For we learn !hat obedience from this love gives conjunc
tion with the Lord, as IS denoted by the Lord hearing- the voice of
Judah; that it desires conjunction with truths, signified by Judah
being brought unto his people; that with power it resists evil, repre
sented by Judah contending for himself with his hands; and that
through it the Lord delivers man from all falsities, this being meant
by the Lord being a help against the adversaries of Judah. And we
notice further, that of these four things the first t\VO have relation
to the internal man , as to the will and understanding, and the
second t\VO to the external man as to the will and understanding.
But with regard to the position of Judah, or celestial love, as taking
a middle place in an ascending series of three principles, when yet
it is superior, generally, to the succeeding tribe or principle denoted
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by Levi, it is .to be observed th.at Levi,. in. what follows, especially
denotes the priesthood, or celestial love In Its threefold character as
descending. (rOlTI the Lord and effecting the conjunction of all the
heav~.ns with the Lord. And hence it i~ not surprising that the
celestial heaven, and the church corresponding to it, should be repre
sentcd by a descending series of three, with Levi holding the highest
position and Reuben the lowest, or that Reuben should here represent
the good of faith and not faith in the understanding simply.

But let us now consider the particulars of Levi's representation.
I t is said that he denotes love and charity in the highest degree from
the Lord, and this, what is said about him also shows. For the
breastplate of judgment called the Urim and Thummim, worn by
the high priest, and by means of which responses were given, repre
sented the revelation of Divine Truth in its brightness and splendour
from the Lord through the celestial and spiritual heavens even to
ultimates, Urim meaning "a shining fire," and Thummim, "the
sparkling forth front it," while Aaron himself represented the work
of .the salvation of thos~ in the Lord's celestial kingdom; besides
\vh~ch the word vThurn 111 the Hebrew, means what is complete,
entire, or perfect; and hence we see very clearly that Levi in this
chapter along with Judah and Reuben, really rep:esents the Celestial
C~ur~h, and thus signifies the same as Aaron the high priest. And
this IS strongly confirmed by all that is said about Levi as it is
explained by the many correspondences to the end of ver, I I. And
a}though the explanation given so fully in A.E. 444', is from a
different aspect, it is perfectly harmonious, with what is here deduced
and which moreover. as we shall see just now. is in harmony also
with what is said about Joseph, Ephraim and Manasseh,

But first we have the blessing on Benjamin of which the sriritual
signification is, that he represents" spiritual truth from celestia good·
that good .abides in thi.s truth and is protected by it; that it serve~
as a covering to good In every state; and that by it the full power
of good is exercised"; and thus that it is the medium between the
celestial .an.d spirit~al kingd;>ms, 459~' And th~ref?re now we may
see ~vhy It IS that, In the series, the tribe of Benjamin comes between
Levi and Joseph, and also why here we have thirteen tribes instead
of t\vely~. that is, four triads describing, respectively, the celestial
and spiritual ~e.avens and churches specifically, and the celestial
natural and s~lrltual-natural heavens and churches, constituting to
~ether the ultimate. heaven (If.H. 31). And the second triad now
demands our attention, and we notice at once that as with Levi
so .here with Joseph, who represents the Spiritual Church as distjn~
~ulshed from the Celestial, a great deal is said about it which is
v~~rr interesting. and which being explained in the series and in
~lvlng the references, need not be repeated. \Ve must remark, how
ever, that what is described of it, is in an orderlv arrangement from
inmost prin~iples. to thing-s most external as may be seen by a
careful considerntion , one by one, of each of the particulars brought
()ll~ by the correspondences, and from the fact that its second and
ultimate d~grees are represented by Ephraim and Manasseh, the
former taking the place of Reuben, and the latter of Simeon, 6238.
And of course, thes~ three degrees are respectively, charity, faith
and good works, this accounting for the fact that Mariasseh who
\V~S the elder .and who under other circumstances represents the ne'\',,"
'VIII ~f goo~, IS pla~ed after, Ephraim, the arrangement of the tribes
h.ere involving the Imperfection of the conjunction of the representa
ttve. Isr~elitish and jewish church with the Lord, as well as the
conjunction of the true churches with Him. The third triad consists

CHAPTER X.X..X/I/

of the tribes of Zebulun, Issachar, and Gad, and they represent,
respectively, the three degrees of good in the natural man, correspond
ing to the same three degrees in the celestial heaven; and we see
that that is the reason, why the former two, who in other circum
stances have a higher signification, occupy a lower position in this
series. For they both denote affection or love; and in this place
Issachar is put after Zebulun, although from the description of him
elsewhere he has a higher signification, 3956-7, again to indicate the
imperfection of the conjunction of the representative church with
the Lord, while yet, all the particular things in the internal sense
ascribed to this triad clearly signify what conjoins the true church
with Him in the natural degree. For all through the chapter, the
descending and ascending series indicates that man is conjoined with
the Lord by reciprocating the love which is from Him. And now
also we shall find that the last triad, consisting of the tribes of
Dan, Naphtali and Asher, respectively signifying the affirmation of
truth, the freedom of the natural man after temptations, and the
delight of the natural affections, properly represents the state of the
spiritual-natural degree, and that the particulars related of each tribe
have a special relation to what each tribe signifies, in the internal
sense. And notice also again that, while the celestial-natural has a
descending series, that of the spiritual-natural is ascending. We
may be sure, therefore. that all these things are not the result of
accident but of Divine Providence in relation to the revelation of the
Word, so that man nlay be conjoined to the Lord by means of the
Word, that therein all his possible states of regeneration are described,
and that each particular is arranged with the greatest exactitude,
and in harmony w ith the general subject, and its various divisions.

But we consider now our third section and reflect a little on the
truths contained in it. For it describes the happy state which is the
consequence of true conjunction with the Lord. And indeed, it is
very clear from what is first said, that by Jehovah riding upon the
heavens and upon the skies, especially when it is said to be for
the help of man, cannot be meant anything like riding literally or
externally. For this is poetical language, and as it stands here, will
readily be recognized as such. And yet we are forcibly reminded of
the fact that for hundreds of years in the past, it has actually been
believed by the Christian world that the Lord will actually come to
judge mankind in clouds of the sky literally understood. But that
this will not happen is abundantly clear from the Lord's words,
when He was spoken to on this very subject, namely, that "the
kingdom of God corneth not with observation; neither shall they
say, Lo here! or Lo there! for behold, the kingdom of God is wi thin
you" (Luke xvii. 20). 'The meaning, therefore, of the Lord coming
in the clouds is that He reveals Himself in His Word, and this
through the clouds, or obscurities, of the literal sense of that Word.
And so in our section 1·1 e helps us by influx through the heavens,
and by revelation in His Word. In the next verse also, how con
soling and cheering is the language! The Lord continually protects
the spiritual man by His Omnipotence, and delivers him from all evil
through His Divine Mercv and His Truth. For the fountain of
living waters from the ""ord continually refresh the soul; and the
good affections in the natural man with their corresponding truths
represented here by new wine, nourish and vivify the external life.
And the spiritual man is truly happy because he has fought the
good fight,. and has overcome evil, as is implied in the very word
!sraet; .he IS superior to all others by the state of love in which he
IS; he IS defended by the shield of his faith;' Divine Truth is his
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eternal safeguard; and by its means he can subdue all evils and over..
come all errors, so that he is never more in fear lest his enemy
should triumph. Such, therefore, is genuine conjunction with the
Lord as it is described in this whole chapter; and such conjunction
may be ours, if only we are obedient, and especially, if our obedi
ence is no longer the result of merely representative external worship,
but of genuine and Intelligent delight in everything good and true
and heavenly for its own sake.

CHAprfER XXXIV

SU1tfl.IARY OF THE SPIRITUAL SENSE

I. The state of the merely natural man is described, namely, that
he can be elevated as to the understanding so as to perceive the
truths of the heavenly state, but that he cannot realize the heavenly
life when he has confirmed himself in the merely natural state,
verso 1-6.

2~ The natural man who is regenerated, however, enjoys a full
and perfect state of the heavenly life both as to understanding and
will; and in the new state of the church is obedient to Divine Truth,
as he makes progress, verso 7-9.

3. The excellence and power of Divine Truth, or the Word, as
being superior to all other truth, verso 10-12.

THE CONTENTS OF EACH VERSE

I. And Moses went up
from the plains of -Moab
unto mount Nebo, to the
top of Pisgah, that is over
against Jericho. And the
LORD shewed him all the
land of Gilead, unto Dan;

2. And all Naphtali, and
the land of Ephraim and
Manasseh, and all the land
of Judah, unto the hinder
sea;

3. And the South, and
the Plain of the valley of
Jericho the city of palm
trees, unto Zoar.

I. And now the merely
representative church, or the
merely natural man is ele
vated, as to the understanding
separated from the corrupted
will, by means of the affection
of knowing into the perception
of Divine Truths in general so
that he understands natural
good and natural truth.

2. And thence farther also,
the freedom of the new natural
man; the new intellectual and
voluntary life of the spiritual
man; and even celestial love
in obscurity.

3. And thence also interior
truths and exterior truths
from natural affection de
lighted with knowledge, and
the good of life even to its
ultimates.
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I{EFERENCES AND NOTES

4. A nd the I .. OH n said
unto him, ']'his is the land
w hich I swnre unto Abra
ham , unto Isaac, and unto
Jacob, saying, I will give it
unto thy seed: I have
caused thee to see it with
thine eyes, but thou ,shalt
not go over thither.

s. So Moses the servant
of the LORI) died there in
the land of Moab, according
to the word of the fJORD.

6. And he buried him in
the valley in the land of
Moab over against Beth-.
pear: but no man knoweth
of his sepulchre unto this
day,

4. And In this \\"ay the
natural man has a perception
Irorn the Lord that the hea
venly sta te is confirmed to
man in its threefold character
as celestial, spiritual, and
natural, from which are all
truths; but although he under
stands these things, he cannot
realize t hern.

5. On the contrary true
spiritual life is rejected by
him, in his state of corrupted
good, according to Divine
Order.

6, And he is raised to Iifc
in a s ta te and place w hich is
agreeable to the natural man
both in will and understand
ing; but the quality of this
life is not known to any but
the Lord.

10...\nd there hath not
arisen a prophet since in
Israel like unto Moses,
whom the LORD knew face
to face;

I I. I n all the signs and
the wonders, wh ieh the
L,ORD sent him to do in the
land of Egypt, to Pharaoh,
and to all his servants, and
to alJ his land;

12. And in all the mighty
hand, and in all the great
terror, which Moses wrought
in the sight of all Israel.

10. For Divine Truth from
the \\Tord is superior to all
other truth, because it is the
manifestation of Divine Good,

I I. And enables man to
resist evil and falsity in the
merely natural life, both as to
the will and understanding in
ternally and externally;

12. And this even with full
spiritual power, in all respects,
by Divine Truth operating in
the Spiritual Church.

7. And Moses was an
hundred and twenty years
old when he died: his eye
was not dim, nor his natural
force abated.

8. And the children of
Israel wept for Moses in the
plains of Moab thirty days:
so the days of weeping in
the ITIourning for Moses
were ended.

9· And Joshua the son of
Nun was full of the spirit
of wisdorn : for Moses had
laid his hands upon him:
and the children of Israel
hearkened unto him, and did
as the LORD commanded
Moses.

i. But the natural man who
is regenerated, is in a full
state of spiritual life both as
to understanding and will,

8. Nevertheless, the spirit
ual man, in the corrupted
church, mourns for the want
of truth, when it completely
disappears, and is succeeded
by another state, which is one
of transition.

9· But the new state which
brings salvation and is to be
eternal, is a state of heavenly
wisdom arising from the re
ception of Divine Truth in its
power : and the Spiritual
Church therefore, is obedient
to this wisdom according to
influx from the Lord into
Divine Truth instructing man.

I. Moses going up [rom the plains of Moab to mount Nebo, to
the top of Pisgah, that is over against Jericho; and the Lord show
jng him all the land from Gilead unto Dan, denotes that the merely
representative church, or t11C merely natural man is elevated, as to
the understanding separated from the corrupted will, by means of
the affection of knowing into the perception of Divine Truths in
general, so that he understands natural good and natural truth,
~284, 1543, 24 18, 2468, 795, chap. xxxii. 49, 3728, Num, xxiii. 14,
10,550,2001,2150,37°5, 4 1 1 i , 3923.

2. And all Naphtali, and the land of Ephraim and Manasseh, and
all the land of Judah unto the hinder sea, or western sea, denotes
farther also the freedom of the new natural man; the new intel
lectual and voluntary life of the spiritual man; and even celestial
iove in obscurity, 39283, 623i-8, 388 1, 3i08.

3.•And the South, and the Plain of the valley of Jericho the city
of palm trees, unto Zoar, denotes and thence also interior truths
from natural aflections delighted with knowledge, and the good of
life even to its ultimates, 3io8, 24 18, 1723, chap. xxxii. 49, 402, 8369,
158<). Observe here, that Zoar means little, or srnall ; and that man's
merely external life is of but little value in comparison with his
higher or spiritual life,

4. The Lord saying unto him, This is the land which I sware unto
Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob saying, I will give it unto
thy seed; I have caused thee to see it with thine eyes but thou shalt
not go over thither, denotes that, in this way the natural man
has a perception, from the Lord, that the heavenly state is confirmed



he wrote some time after the death of Moses ; and the allusion is
to the expression, U unto this day," occurring in ver. 6. But this
does not prevent us from believing that Joshua, or some person
living in the time of Joshua was the writer both of this chapter,
and of the book of Joshua, since we find it said in the first verse of
the first chapter of the latter book that Joshua was appointed by
the Lord to carryon the work that Moses had begun; and it is easy
to conceive that the addition of this short supplement to the book of
Deuteronomy, may not have been written until some years after the
death of Moses, and not immediately after it, on account of the
special work which Joshua was appointed to carry out. And again.
we mav notice also that the writer states, that Moses was buried in
the valley over against Beth-peor, although he died on the summit
of mount Nebo, and we cannot but wonder, how the writer knew
this. But a simple explanation is, if we admit that he may have
been Joshua, that he knew by revelation, this being very likely,
because we now know, and it may now be known more extensively,
that both the book of Deuteronomy and the book of Joshua are parts
of the inspired Word, because they contain the internal sense in a
series, and the man of the Christian Church is quite capable, at the
present time, of knowing the truth of this by experience. And we
mention this in the commentary on our last chapter, because the
demonstration of the Divinity of the Word by such experience exceeds
all other demonstration, and we know that the writer of our chapter
must have written by inspiration, and thus by revelation, as to
everything he wrote, In order that the literal sense of the Word, in
which is the intemal sense, might exist. Let us therefore now
review the spiritual teaching before us.

The Lord has provided that even the natural men such as are here
represented by Moses, shall have the capacity of understanding
heavenly truths, even althoug-h they themselves decide, from their
freedom of choice, to remain merely natural men. And this is
represented in the section by Moses viewing- the promised land from
the top of a high mountain, and afterwards being buried, notwith
standinjz, in a low valley said to be over ag-ainst Beth-peor, which
means the house 0/ the hole or 0/ the opening: And then, another
important thing here revealed is, that nobody but the Lord knows
fullv the state and character of such natural men in their eternal
abode. And this is quite true, and is represented by no man kriowing'
of the sepulchre of Moses unto this day. It does not mean, however,
that 110 revelation is given concerning- the state of the wicked after
death, because it is previously said Moses was buried in a valley;
and it is g-enerally known, that the state of the merely natural man
after death is a low state; that it is a state of restraint; and that
it is eternal. See Matt, xxv, 46, and remember again, that the
Greek word translated in the versions punishment just means this
restraint, and not necessarily torment. But the expression "unto
this day," does sig-nify what is eternal ; and thus the internal sense
of the Word and its literal sense in Matthew agree; and we note
also, that the terrn eternal, or everlasting, is applicable to the evil
and the good alike. since the law is the same for the former as for
the latter, this being, clearly, inevitable. But we must not forget,
that, had the merely natural man chosen he might have realized all
the great spiritual blessings, to which the various parts of the land
of Canaan, as named in our section, correspond; and upon these,
too, we may reflect as things we ourselves shall realize, if we
persevere in followirur the Lord our Saviour, Who is Joshua in the
hig-hest sense, and Whose great work of redemption is adequately
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to man in its threefold character, as celestial, spiritual and natural,
from which are all truths; but that although he understands these
things, he cannot realize them, 2001, 1822, 3705, 2842, 6098, 8899,
3373, 2150, 21 48, 901•.

5. Moses the servant of the Lord dying there in the land of Moab,
according to the word of the Lord, denotes that true spiritual life is
rejected by him in his state of corrupted good, according to Divine
Order, 8<)284

, 2541, 2001, 304, 2468, 1288.

6. Burying- him in a valley in the land of Moab, over against
Beth-pear, but no man knowing of his sepulchre unto this day,
denotes that he is raised to life in a state and place which are
agreeable to the natural man both in will and understanding i but
the quality of this life is not known to any but the Lord, 29J6, 172 3,
2468, 10,550, N urn. xxiii. 28, 2230, 2838. See also chap. iii. 29.

7. Moses being one hundred and twenty years old when he died,
his eye not being dim, nor his natural force abated, denotes that the
natural man who is regenerated is in a full state of spiritual life
both as to understanding and will, 7010, 575, 488, 1854, 2148, 3493,
6343, 887·

8. The children of Israel weeping for Moses in the plains of Moab
thirty days: so the days of weeping in the mourning for Moses
being ended, denotes that the spiritual man, in the corrupted church
mourns for the want of truth, when it completely disappears, and is
succeeded by another state, which is one of transition, 3654, 2689,
i O I O, 24 18, 2468, 9082, 487, 29 10 , 3093.

9· Joshua the son of Nun being full of the spirit of wisdom,
because Moses had laid his hands upon him; and the children of
Israel hearkening unto him, and doing as the Lord commanded
Moses, denotes that the new state which brings salvation, and is to
be eternal is a state of heavenly wisdom arisin~ from the reception
of Divine Truth in its po,ver; and that the Spiritual Church there
fore is obedient to this wisdom, according- to the influx from the
Lord into Divine Truth instructing man, Num. xiii. 8, 5070, 70 10,
10,130 , 3654, 2542, 3755, 2001, 5486.

10. There not having arisen a prophet since in Israel like unto
Moses whom the Lord knew face to face, denotes that Divine Truth
from the Word is superior to all other truth, because it is the
manifestation of Divine Good, 24°1, 2534, 3654, chap. xviii. IS,
10,554· .

I I. I n all the signs and the wonders, which the Lord sent him to
do in the land of Egypt to Pharaoh and all his servants and land,
denotes enabling- man to resist evil and falsity in the merely natural
ll fe both as to the will and understanding internally and externally,
72 73, 2001, 2397, 5755, 4973, 5160 , 254 1, 1733.

12. And in all the mig-hty hand, and in all the great terror, which
Moses wrought in the sig-ht of all Israel, denotes this even with full
spiritual power in all respects, by Divine Truth operating in the
Spiritual Church, 83 IS. 878, 2227, 986, 7010, 5755, 2403, 3654.

There is a statement in the literal sense of the first section of
this chapter, which goes to show that, whoever the writer of it was,

CHAPTER XXXIV 49 1
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described in the accounts of the various victories gained by the
Israelites in expelling their enemies under their great leader. And
further. it will here be very well to observe. that. as the places are
named, they denote the successive advance of the truly spiritual man
in his regeneration. And this may be fully realized by a study of
the explanation. and of the series as given in the parallel column.
However, the states cannot be realized actually, apart from the
necessary conflict.

Turning, therefore, to our next section, we carefully, also, consider
its stirnulatinjz lessons. And here. of course, l\Ioses represents the
truly spiritual man, And his death. as we Inay easily understand,
has, for us. a double signification. For first, we must all die unto
sin by giving up, with determination, the old life of selfishness and
worldliness into which we were. born; while, on the other hand, we
must gradually be filled with the new life of love to the Lord and
love to the neighbour, which is truly a spiritual resurrection, just
comparatively as our passing out of the consciousness of the earthly
life, is really a resurrection into an eternal state of existence in which
there will be "no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying; neither
shall there be any more pain : for the former things are passed
away " (Rev. xxi. 4). For these words may be applied, in the case
of the regenerated man, both to his actual entrance into the con
scious life of the spiritual world, and to his entrance into the perfect
heavenly state. But then, he must do the latter, during his life in
this world. if he would do the former when he dies. And in order
to be regenerated. he must pass through all the states of regenera
tion j and this really is what is signified by Moses being one hundred
and twenty years old when he died. This, therefore, now requires a
little consideration. For it may seem very strange to the natural
man, that all the numbers used in the Word should signify spiritual
things, and their qualities; but nevertheless it is true. But still
from the frequent recurrence and application of the simple numbers,
such as three and seven. for example, it may be seen that numbers
have a spiritual value. For the former is evidently used to denote
completeness, as when the Lord said, "I must work to-day and
to-morrow, and the third day I shall be perfected" (Luke xiii. 32);
and the latter is plainly a symbol of holiness, since we are com
manded to remember the Sabbath day, which is every seventh day,
to keep it holy. And again, we find that the number forty is symbolic
of states of temptation, and we remember, that the flood of Noah
was upon the earth forty days and forty nights; that the Israelites
wandered in the wilderness forty years; and that the Lord is
described as to his states of temptation, as fasting forty days and
forty nights, so that we have no doubt about this correspondence;
and we may be sure also that it is the same with all the other
numbers occurring in the Word, although it may be difficult, in a
g-reat many cases, to see what particular numbers signify in par
ticular places. But now, consider, that the numbers three and forty
multiplied together make up one hundred and twenty, and that,
therefore, this number, spiritually, really denotes, on this account,
all the temptations through which the truly spiritual man has to
pass. during his regeneration, in order to be made perfect, so that,
although it is an historical truth that Moses was just one hundred
and twenty years old when he died, yet his aRe, in the spiritual sense
of the Word, really is symbolic of the full course of temptations,
throug-h which \VC must an pass in order to be prepared for heaven.
And all this is really involved in the spiritual interpretation of ver. 7,
and is implied in the "full state of spiritual life, ". there mentioned,

the number one hundred and twentv, which is also produced by
multiplying twelve by .ten: ~r by multiplying three, and four, and
te~ together! thr~e SIgnifying completeness, 2788) four denoting
union, or conjunction as to good and truth, or as to will and under
standing, 9~4, twelve m:aning perfection in this respect, 648, and
ten representing the remains of good and truth or of love and intel
ligence st~red up by the Lord in man, so that he 111ay be capable of
regeneration, 5i 5-6· How much, therefore, is involved and implied
in this number one hundred and twenty Inay now be seen. And no
wonder that it is said also of the fully regenerated man that he is
perfect as to understanding and will, this being denoted by the eye
of Moses not being dim, and by his natural force not being abated,
as the references show.

And if now, we were to enlarge upon the contents of the other
two verses of the section, as we have upon the first, our exposition
would be extended very much indeed beyond the limits usuaIly
allotted to our commentary. But the student will of course be able
to.do this for ~imself with re~ard to these and ~any other' parts of
this work, \\..hich certainly might have been expanded into several
volumes instead of consisting of only three, if its object had not
been rather to produce a convenient and comprehensive work of
reference, than an abundance of varied illustrations, while at the
same time, the correct spiritual interpretation of not a single verse
should be omitted, nor the materials necessary for its more extended
development by preachers and teachers, as occasion might require.
But our last section calls for attention; and although it is but short
!ike this, it. s!ill involves very much more, than can be elaborated,
In the remainIng space at our disposal, so completely as it might be,
~nd may be by those who may make use of it, in discourses for the

. Instruction of a class, or in sermons for the stimulating of the life
of religion in a general congregation.
. For the first verse is exceedingly comprehensive, since by Moses
IS here represented Divine Truth, or the Lord Himself as to the
Word, and we have to consider, that by Moses knowing the Lord
face to face, in the supreme sense is meant, that the Lord Himself
is t~e inmost of th; in.spired Word, because the face corresponds to
the Inmost of man s life, And we dwell a moment on this aspect
of our subject. Outwardlv indeed, as to its literal sense the Word
appears as ordinary writing', but inmostly it is the very Divine
Truth united to Divine Good, or what is the same thing it is the
I-#?rd's.l.?ivine .Love for the who~e Human Race, manifestin'g itself in
HIS DIVIne Wisdom, and becoming accommodated in its descent into
human minds to the requirements of the angels of all the heavens
a.nd of .all manki.nd on earth, so that as to alland each of its expres
s!ons, In the ~1~lmate form of correspondential language, it is con
tinually ~he DIVIne Love itself speaking- to man; for it is impossible
to conceive tha.t an~ ~xpression of the \Vord can. ever be really
~eparated from Its orrgrn, although every state" of evil and of falsity
l~.a man causes tl~e "lord, in that man, to be so far, apparently,
vl~lated, because evil and falsity are opposed to good and truth, and
reject them. And therefore the literal sense of the Word is such
outwardly as to be adapted to rnans imperfect states, and thus is
capable of appealing to all kinds of men, and yet of being an ultimate
expression of Divine Good and Truth united. And thus, therefore,
we may now see further, that the Divine Truth of the Word is
superior to all other truth.

But the other verses show us something- more. For they teach
that no other truth but the truth of the Word, IS of any avail in
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delivering man from evil and error, Moses representing Divine Truth
or the \Vord; and deliverance from Egyptian bondage, as is well
known, denoting deliverance front evil and error. On this subject,
however, it is not necessary to enlarge, as it is familiar to most
people, and therefore it only remains to be said that, throughout
this whole work, which has occupied the leisure time of more than
five years, the writer has been continually helped by the Lord, both
in the perception of the internal sense, and in the expression of it,
as well as in the explanations. For who can perceive the wonderful
things of the internal sense, except from Him, \Vho is the origin
of all life, and without Whom we can do nothing. To the Lord,
therefore, the Church is indebted for this exposition of the spiritual
teaching contained in the three books of the \Vord, which complete
the Pentateuch. And to the Lord nlay we, humbly and gratefully
~,scribc all the merit and all the praise. And it fnay be of interest
here also to add, with emphasis, that this work demonstrates, that
all the laws of Moses are really explained, either directly, or
indirectly, in the magnificent work of Emanuel Swedenborg entitled
Arcana Ccelestia, as to their spiritual signification, and that it is
finished, just at the time when the society for printing and publish
ing the writings of that celebrated man of science, philosopher, and

, theologian, is about to hold its centenary celebration in London. And
let it be remembered, above all things, that this Society, like the
British and Foreign Bible Society, is truly catholic in its aims; that
it .appeals to ministers and people of all religious denominations;
that it desires that men of all shades of religious thought, and of
all nationalities, should recognize the value of those \Vritings, which
their author many times solemnly affirms he was appointed by the
Lord Jesus Christ H irnsel f to give to the world.

Apart from the Writings of Swedcnborg, therefore, the present
work could not have been written, just as, apart from the inspired
books of the Bible, the \Vritings of Swedenborg could never have
been published. And we may depend upon it that the time is rapidly
approaching, when the Christian world in general, will become fully
aware of the inestimable value of the works of Emanuel Swedenborg,
as being the great means by which, not only the true Doctrines of
the Christian Church may be firmly established from the Bible, but
by which the inner meaning of the Word of the Lord, may be
accurately known, clearly understood, and fully appreciated as the
spirit and life, which continually elevate the soul into Divine Lig-ht,
and fill it with Divine Love. For who can have spiritual light, unless
he receives it from the Lord through the Word, or who can have
spiritual heat, or love, or life, unless he receives it from the Lord
Hirnsclf P May nbundarit success, therefore, attend the grent
Corigress, and fnay its results be far reaching, and of universal
benefit I
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