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Editor’s Preface

This edition of Apocalypse Explained was translated by John C.
Ager and revised by John Whitehead. The text was electronically
scanned from the Swedenborg Foundation’s Standard Edition of
1911-1912. This process allowed the books to be completely reset
in a more readable typeface. It also allowed for updating certain
stylistic elements and for substituting contemporary spellings.
Arabic numbers have replaced the Roman numerals, and some of
the longer passages have been divided into paragraphs for greater
ease of reading. The Ager/Whitehead translation, however, has not
been materially altered.

Volume 4 of Apocalypse Explained continues Swedenborg’s verse-
by-verse exposition, or commentary, of the biblical text of the
Apocalypse, commonly known as Revelation or the Revelation of
John. This volume covers chapters 11 and 12. As was the custom in
his day, Swedenborg referred to the Psalms as the book of David,
and to the Pentateuch (Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and
Deuteronomy) as the books of Moses.

As with previous printings, the bold numerals in brackets, [2],
[3], etc., indicate divisions of Swedenborg’s longer numbered
sections that were added for the convenience of the reader by J. F.
Potts in his six-volume Swedenborg Concordance (London:
Swedenborg Society, 1888-1902). The numbers in parentheses (6),
(7), etc., are divisions of the exposition by the author. Italicized
letters following a number (5184, 5186) are subdivisions added by
the Latin editor, S. H. Worcester.

The critical notes were originally compiled by Worcester when he
edited the Latin text for a Latin-English edition of Apocalypse
Explained published by the Swedenborg Foundation between 1889
and 1897. These notes were used sparingly by Whitehead in this
English edition, principally in cases where some difference in
meaning is involved. All the notes, referenced by superscripts in the
text, will be found at the end of the volume.

William Ross Woofenden
Sharon, Massachusetts
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Revelation 11

1. And there was given to me a reed like a staff; and the angel stood
near, saying, Rise, and measure the temple of God, and the altar, and
them that worship therein.

2. And the court which is without the temple cast out, and measure it
not, for it is given to the nations, and the holy city shall they trample
down forty-two montbs.

3. And I will give unto my two witnesses, and they shall prophesy a
thousand two hundred and sixty days, clothed in sackcloth.

4. These are the two olive trees and the two lamp stands standing
before the God of the earth.

5. And if anyone will hurt them, fire shall go forth out of their
mouth and shall devour their enemies; and if anyone will hurt them,
thus must he be killed.

6. These have power to shut heaven, that the rain rain not in the
days of their prophecy; and they have power over the waters to turn
them into blood, and to smite the earth with every plague as often as
they will.

7. And when they shall have finished their testimony, the beast that
cometh up out of the abyss shall make war with them and overcome
them and kill them.

8. And their bodies shall be upon the street of the great city which
spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, where also our Lord was
crucified.

9. And they of the peoples and tribes and tongues and nations shall
see their bodies three days and a half, and shall not suffer their bodies to
be placed in sepulchers.

10. And they that dwell upon the earth shall rejoice over them and
shall be glad, and shall send gifts one to another, because those two
prophets tormented them that dwell upon the earth.

11. And after the three days and a half the spirit of life from God
entered into them, and they stood upon their feet, and great fear fell
upon them that beheld them.
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12. And they heard a great voice out of heaven saying unto them,
Come up hither. And they went up into heaven in the cloud; and their
enemies beheld them.

13. And in that hour was there a great earthquake, and the tenth
part of the city fell, and there were killed in the earthquake names of
men seven thousand; and the rest became afraid, and gave glory ro the
God of heaven.

14. The second woe is past; behold, the third woe cometh quickly.

15. And the seventh angel sounded; and there were great voices in
heaven, saying, The kingdoms of the world are become our Lord’s and
His Christ’s, and He shall reign unto the ages of the ages.

16. And the twenty-four elders who sit before God upon their thrones
Jell upon their faces and worshiped God,

17. Saying, We give Thee thanks, O Lord God Almighty, who is,
and who was, and who is to come, because Thou hast taken Thy great
power and entered upon the kingdom.

18. And the nations were angered, and Thy anger is come, and the
time of the dead to be judged, and to give the reward to Thy servants,
the prophets and the saints, and to them that fear Thy name, the small
and the great, and to destroy them that destroy the earth.

19. And the temple of God was opened in heaven, and there was seen
in His temple the ark of His covenant; and there were lightnings and
voices and thunders and an earthquake and great hail.

EXPOSITION

626. Verses 1, 2. And there was given to me a reed like a staff; and
the angel stood near saying, Rise, and measure the temple of God, and
the altar, and them that worship therein. And the court which is
without the temple cast out, and measure it not, for it is given to the
nations; and the holy city shall they trample down forty-two months. 1.
“And there was given to me a reed like a staff,” signifies the mode
of visitation, that is, of exploring the quality of the church in
respect to truth and to good (n. 627); “and the angel stood near
saying,” signifies the Lord’s will and command (n. 628); “Rise,
measure the temple of God, and the altar, and them that worship
therein,” signifies that he should explore the church, what is its
quality in respect to the reception of Divine truth and Divine good,
and thence in respect to the worship of the Lord (n. 629). 2. “And
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the court which is without the temple cast out, and measure it
not,” signifies that the external of the Word, and thence of the
church and of worship, is not to be explored (n. 630); “for it is
given to the nations,” signifies since it has been perverted by evils of
life and falsities of doctrine (n. 631); “and the holy city shall they
trample down,” signifies that they will destroy all the doctrine of
truth and good from the Word (n. 632); “forty-two months,”
signifies even to the end of the old church and the beginning of the
new (n. 633).

627a. Verse 1. And there was given to me a reed like a staff,
signifies the mode of visitation, that is, of exploring the quality of
the church in respect to truth and to good. This is evident from the
signification of a “reed,” as being that by which the quality is
explored, for “to measure” signifies to explore, and a “measure”
signifies the quality of a thing; therefore, the “reed,” by which he
measured the temple and the altar, as now follows, that is, the
“measuring reed,” signifies the mode of exploring the quality. It
means the mode of exploring what the quality of the church is in
respect to truth and good, because it says afterwards that “he
measured the temple and the altar, and them that worship therein,”
which signifies the church in respect to truth and good, and thus in
respect to worship.

[2] Moreover, a “reed” signifies visitation, because visitation is an
exploration of the quality of the men of the church, and because a
visitation precedes the last judgment, which will be treated of
hereafter. What is the nature of that visitation or exploration can be
seen from the visitation upon Sodom, that in the first place angels
were sent there, and through them visitation or exploration was
made of what quality they were in respect to their reception, that is,
what was their quality in respect to the reception of Divine truth
and Divine good, for these angels represented the Lord in respect to
the Divine proceeding; and when it was found that all in Sodom
except Lot were unwilling to receive them but wished to do them
harm, then their destruction came, which means their last
judgment.
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[3] The measuring was effected by a reed, because a “reed or
cane” signifies Divine truth in the ultimate of order, and a “staff,”
which the reed was like, signifies power; and by means of truth in
the ultimate of order and its power all visitation or exploration is
effected; for in the ultimate all truths, even from their firsts, form
what is simultaneous, that is, coexist; therefore all things effected
by the Divine, are effected from firsts by means of ultimates,
therefore here visitation or exploration is so effected, and such truth
is signified by a “reed or cane.”

[4] So in the following passages. In Revelation:

One of the seven angels had a golden reed, with which he
measured the city Jerusalem and its gates and its wall; and he measured
the city with a reed unto twelve thousand stadia (Rev. 21:15, 16).

And in Ezekiel:

In the hand of the angel there was a line of flax and a measuring
reed, and the reed was of six cubits, and with it he measured the length,
the breadth and the height of the building, of the gate, of the porch, of
the court, of the temple, and many other things (Ezek. 40:3, 5, 6, 8, 11,
13, 17, et seq.; 41:1-5, 13, 14, 22; 42:1 to the end).

Here, too, the “measuring reed” means the mode of exploring the
church in respect to truth and good, as can be seen from this, that
the angel measured every particular of the temple as to length,
breadth, and height; and “length” signifies good, “breadth” truth,
and “height” the degrees of good and truth from the highest or
inmost to the lowest or ultimate. (On this signification of “length
and breadth,” see the work Heaven and Hell, n. 197.) That a “reed”
signifies truth in ultimates whereby explorations are effected, is
evident also from this, that there was also a “line of flax” in the
hand of the angel, “a line of flax” signifying truth; also from this,
that “the reed was of six cubits,” “six” having a similar signification
as “three,” namely, truths in the whole complex (see above, n. 384,
532). That “to measure” signifies to explore the quality of a thing
will be seen in the following article.
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[5] By ultimate truth, or truth in the ultimate of order, is meant
sensual truth, such as the truth in the sense of the letter of the
Word is to those who are merely sensual. Divine truth in its
descent proceeds according to degrees, from the highest or inmost
to the lowest or ultimate. Divine truth in the highest degree is such
as is the Divine that proceeds most nearly from the Lord, thus such
as is the Divine truth above the heavens; and as this is infinite, it
cannot come to the perception of any angel. But Divine truth of
the first degree is that which comes to the perception of the angels
of the inmost or third heaven, and is called celestial Divine truth;
from this is the wisdom of those angels. Divine truth of the second
degree is that which comes to the perception of the angels of the
middle or second heaven, and constitutes their wisdom and
intelligence, and is called spiritual Divine truth. Divine truth of the
third degree is that which comes to the perception of angels of the
lowest or first heaven, and constitutes their intelligence and
knowledge (scientia), and is called celestial-natural and spiritual-
natural Divine truth. But Divine truth of the fourth degree is that
which comes to the perception of the men of the church who are
living in the world, and constitutes their intelligence and
knowledge; this is called natural Divine truth, and its lowest is
called sensual Divine truth.

[6] These Divine truths are in the Word in the order of their
degrees, and Divine truth in the lowest degree, or in the ultimate of
order, is such as is the Divine truth in the sense of the letter of the
Word, for children and for the very simple, who are sensual. This
Divine truth is what is signified by a “reed or cane.” And as
explorations with all are effected by this lowest Divine truth, as was
said above, so measurings and weighings in the representative
churches were made by means of reeds or canes, which signify such
Divine truth. It has just been shown that measurings were made by
reeds; that weighings were also thus made can be seen in Isaiah:

They weighed silver with a reed (Isa. 46:6).



APOCALYPSE EXPLAINED 2042

[7] Because a “reed” signifies truth in ultimates, such as is for the
simple and children, who are not spiritual but natural-sensual, it is

also said in Isaiah:

A bruised reed He will not break, and smoking flax He will not
quench, and He will bring forth truth into judgment (Isa. 42:3).

This treats of the Lord; and “a bruised reed He will not break”
signifies that He will not hurt sensual Divine truth with the simple
and with children; “smoking flax He will not quench” signifies that
He will not destroy the Divine truth that is beginning to live from
a very little good of love with the simple and with children, “flax”
signifying truth, and “smoking” signifies its being alive from some
little love; and because both, that is, the “reed and flax” signify
truth, it is said that the Lord “will bring forth truth into
judgment,” which means that He will bring forth with them
intelligence, “judgment” signifying intelligence.

627b. [8] A “reed” signifies also sensual truth which is the lowest,
such as exists with natural men, even with the evil. In the same:

The dry place shall become a pool, and there shall be grass instead
of the reed and rush (Isa. 35:7).

This refers to the establishment of the church by the Lord; and that
those will then have intelligence through spiritual Divine truth who
before had none is signified by “the dry place shall become a pool”;
and that those will then have knowledge through natural Divine
truth who before had only sensual truth, is signified by “there shall
be grass instead of the reed and rush,” “grass” signifying knowledge
from a spiritual origin, or by which spiritual truth is confirmed,
while “reed and rush” signify knowledge from a sensual origin, or
by which the fallacies of the senses are confirmed. This knowledge,
regarded in itself, is only the lowest natural knowledge, which may
be called material and corporeal, in which there is little or nothing

of life.

[9] In the same:
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The streams shall recede, the rivers of Egypt shall be minished and
dried up, the reed and flag shall wither (Isa. 19:6).

In the spiritual sense these words mean that all the understanding
of Divine truth will perish; “the streams shall recede” signifies that
all things of spiritual intelligence will depart; “the rivers of Egypt
shall be minished and dried up” signifies that all things of natural
intelligence will perish; “the reed and the flag shall wither” signifies
that lowest truth, which is called sensual truth, and which is mere
knowledge, will vanish; “streams and rivers” signifying the things of
intelligence; “Egypt” the natural; “reed and flag” sensual truth or
knowledge, and “to recede,” “to be minished,” “to be dried up,”
and “to wither,” signifying to perish and disappear.

[10] In the same:

Thou hast trusted on the staff of this bruised reed, on Egypt, upon
which when a man leaneth it goeth into his hand and pierceth it; so is
Pharaoh king of Egypt to all that trust on him (Isa. 36:6).

“Egypt” signifies the natural man separated from the spiritual, and
its knowledge; when this is separated from the intelligence of the
spiritual man it is fatuous, and is applied to confirm evils of every
kind, consequently it is a false knowledge. This is what is called “a
staff of a bruised reed,” “reed,” as was said, being truth in the
ultimate of order, which is sensual knowledge; “bruised” signifies
what is broken and not cohering with any interior truth to give it
consistency; “staff” means the resulting power to perceive and also
to reason about truths. This, therefore, is the meaning of “upon
which when a man leaneth it goeth into his hand and pierceth it”;
“to lean upon that staff” means to trust in one’s own power to
perceive truths and reason about them from what is one’s own
[proprium]; “to enter into the hand and pierce it” signifies to
destroy all intellectual power, and to see mere falsities instead of
truths and to seize upon them; “so is Pharaoh king of Egypt to all
that trust on him” signifies that such is the natural man when
separated from the spiritual, in respect to its knowledges and
intelligence therefrom, and reasoning from that intelligence.
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[11] In Job:

Let my shoulder blade fall from the shoulder, and mine arm be
broken therefrom by a reed; for the dread of the destruction of God is
upon me, and by reason of His majesty I can do nothing. Have I made
gold my hope, and said to pure gold, Thou art my confidence? (Job
31:22-24)

This, too, treats of the confidence of self-intelligence, and in the
spiritual sense these words describe that from this nothing of truth
is seen, but only what is false, which does not cohere with any
truth; noncoherence is signified by “let my shoulder blade fall from
the shoulder, and mine arm be broken therefrom by a reed,”
“shoulder blade,” “shoulder,” and “arm” signifying power, here the
power to understand and perceive truth; “to fall from the
shoulder,” and “to be broken by a reed” signifies to be separated
from the spiritual power to perceive truth, and in consequence to
be deceived by the sensual-corporeal man, and to perish by falsity,
“reed” meaning truth in the ultimate of order, which is called
sensual knowledge, which becomes mere falsity when it is of the
natural man alone separated from the spiritual; “the dread of the
destruction of God” signifies the loss of all understanding of truth;
“by reason of His majesty to be able to do nothing” signifies that
nothing of the understanding and perception of truth is from what
is man’s own /[proprium], but all from God; “to make gold a hope,
and to say to pure gold, Thou art my confidence,” signifies that he
confided not in himself, by believing anything of good to be from
himself.

[12] In Ezekiel:

That all the inhabitants of Egypt may know that I am Jehovah,
because they have been a staff of a reed to the house of Israel; when they
laid hold of thee with the hand thou wast bruised, and thou didst pierce
through every shoulder for them; and when they leaned upon thee thou
wast broken, and didst make all their loins to stand (Ezek. 29:6, 7).

Here similar things are said of Egypt as above, and here, too,
“Egypt” signifies the natural man separated from the spiritual, and
its knowledge, which when applied to evils is merely false. This is
said of those in the church who trust in self-intelligence; “the sons
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of Israel” signify those who are of the church; their trust is signified
by “a staff of a reed”; that all their ability to perceive truth thus
perished is signified by “when they laid hold of thee with the hand
thou wast bruised, and didst pierce through every shoulder for
them,” “shoulder” signifying the power or ability to understand
truth; the loss of this is signified by “when they leaned upon thee
thou wast broken.” That thus every good of love and charity was
destroyed and dissipated is signified by “thou didst make all their
loins to stand,” “loins” signifying the marriage of truth and good,
so here that truth was not conjoined to good; truth conjoined to
good constitutes the good of love and charity, since all the good of
love and charity is formed by truths.

[13] In David:

Rebuke the wild beast of the reed or cane, the congregation of the
mighty, among the calves of the peoples; trampling upon the plates of
silver, he hath scattered the peoples, he desireth wars; those that are fat
shall come out of Egypt, Ethiopia shall hasten her gift' unto God (Ps.
68:30, 31).

This treats of the Lord’s kingdom. To beware of false knowledge,
that is, of falsely applied knowledge from the natural man separated
from the spiritual, is meant by “Rebuke the wild beast of the reed,
cane or rod”; inasmuch as such knowledges, because they are from
the fallacies of the senses, strongly persuade, they are called “the
congregation of the mighty”; “the calves of the people” mean the
goods of the church in the natural man; “plates of silver” are the
truths of the church; “to tread upon” and “to scatter” mean to
disperse and dissipate, which is done by those who are natural and
sensual, and who think naturally and sensually, and not at the same
time spiritually, thus who think from the natural and sensual man
separated from the spiritual; this man is meant by “the wild beast of
the reed” or “cane”; “to desire wars” signifies reasonings against
truths; “those that are fat out of Egypt and Ethiopia” are those who
have a knowledge of spiritual things, and who are in the cognitions
of truth and good, who will draw near to the Lord’s kingdom
because they are in light from the spiritual man.
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[14] In the first book of Kings:

Jehovah shall smite Israel as a reed noddeth in the waters, and he
shall pluck away Israel from off the good land (1 Kings 14:15).

The vastation of the church among the sons of Israel is compared
to “the nodding of a reed or cane in the waters,” because a “reed”
or cane signifies the truth of the sensual man, which is the lowest,
and when this truth is separated from the light of the spiritual man
it becomes falsity. For the sensual man derives all that it has from
things appearing in the world; consequently reasonings from these
respecting spiritual things are mere fallacies, and from fallacies
come falsities. (What the fallacies of the senses are in spiritual
things, and that falsities are from them, see in the New Jerusalem
and Its Heavenly Doctrine, n. 53; also above in the explanation of
Revelation, n. 575; and that sensual knowledges are mere fallacies
when the sensual man reasons from them, above, n. 569¢, 5814;
also what the sensual is, and the quality of the sensual man, see the
New Jerusalem and Its Heavenly Doctrine, n. 50.)

627c¢. [15] In the Gospels:

They placed a reed in the Lord’s right hand, and afterwards they
took the reed and smote His head with it (Matt. 27:29, 30; Mark
15:19);

They put a sponge upon a reed and gave Him vinegar to drink

(Matt. 27:48; Mark 15:36).

Those who do not know the spiritual sense of the Word may
believe that these and the many other things related of the Lord’s
passion involve nothing more than common modes of mockery; as
that “they set a crown of thorns upon His head”; that “they parted
His garments among them, but not the tunic”; that “they bent the
knee before Him” for the sake of mocking Him; and also here, that
“they placed a reed in His right hand, and afterwards smote His
head with it”; and again, that “they filled a sponge with vinegar, or
myrrhed wine, and set it upon a reed, and gave Him to drink.” But
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let it be known that all things that are related of the Lord’s passion
signify the mocking at Divine truth, and thus the falsification and
adulteration of the Word; since the Lord, when He was in the
world, was the Divine truth itself, which in the church is the Word;
and because the Lord was then the Divine truth, He permitted the
Jews to treat Him altogether as they were treating the Divine truth
or the Word by falsifying and adulterating it. For they applied all
things of the Word to their own loves, and derided every truth that
disagreed with their loves, as they did the Messiah Himself, because
He did not, according to their explanation and religion, become
king over the whole world, and exalt them into glory above all
peoples and nations. (That all things related of the Lord’s passion
signify such things, see above, n. 64, 83, 195¢ at the end.) But that
“they placed a reed in the Lord’s hand and afterwards smote His
head with it” signifies that they falsified Divine truth or the Word,
and made an utter mockery of the understanding of truth and of
Divine wisdom, a “reed” signifying falsity in what is most external
(as above), and “to smite the head” signifying to reject and mock at
the understanding of truth and Divine wisdom, which is what “the
head of the Lord” signifies; and in “giving the Lord vinegar to
drink,” which signifies what is falsified, they placed a sponge filled
with it on a “reed,” which signifies falsity in what is most external,
which is falsity sustaining.

628. And the angel stood near, saying, signifies the Lord’s will and
command. This is evident from the signification of “to stand near,”
as being here will (of which presently); also from the signification
of “angel,” as being the Lord in respect to the Word (see above, n.
593); also from the signification of “saying,” as being, when the
Lord speaks, command; for what the Lord says is to be done, or
that anyone should do it, is a command. “The angel stood near”
means here the Lord’s will, because in the spiritual world the
thought, with the purpose, and will to see another, to speak with
him, and to give him a command, causes the other to be present,
that is, to stand near; for in that world there are no distances that
are constant and thence measurable, as in the natural world; but
likeness of affection and of thought thence causes presence, and
unlikeness of these causes absence; this is the origin of all distances
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in that world. This comes from the universal principle that the
Lord is present with all according to their love to Him and
according to their love towards the neighbor and thoughts from
these. From this universal principle all distances, that is, all
presence and absence among angels and spirits, exist; therefore
when anyone desires to speak with another, that is, thinks about
him from a purpose or wish to speak with him, that one
immediately becomes present, or he is present with that one. (That
this is so can be seen in the work Heaven and Hell, n. 191-199,
where space in heaven is treated of.) From this it can now be seen
why the Lord’s will is signified by “the angel stood near,” for “to
stand near” means to be present.

629a. Rise, measure the temple of God, and the altar, and them that
worship therein, signifies that he should explore the church, what is
its quality in respect to the reception of Divine truth and Divine
good, and thence in respect to the worship of the Lord. This is
evident from the signification of “to measure,” as being to explore
what the quality of a thing is (of which presently); from the
signification of “temple,” as being in the highest sense the Lord’s
Divine Human in relation to Divine truth, and in a relative sense
heaven and the church in respect to Divine truth proceeding from
the Lord (of which above, n. 220); from the signification of “altar,”
as being in the highest sense the Lord’s Divine Human in relation
to divine good, and in a relative sense heaven and the church in
respect to Divine good proceeding from the Lord (of which also
above, n. 391, 490, 496); and from the signification of “them that
worship,” as being worship. “They that worship” signifies the
worship of the Lord, because worship consists in the adoration of
the Lord, and because in the spiritual sense nothing of person is
meant, but only the thing abstracted from persons (of which see
above, n. 99, 100, 270, 325, 625); this is why “they that worship”
signifies adoration and worship. From this it can be seen that “Rise,
measure the temple of God, and the altar, and them that worship
therein,” signifies to explore the church, what is its quality in
respect to the reception of Divine truth and Divine good
proceeding from the Lord, and thence in respect to worship.
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[2] Evidently “to measure” in the spiritual sense does not mean to
measure, for it was commanded to measure not only the temple
and the altar, but also them that worship therein; therefore “to
measure the temple and the altar” must involve that which is
signified by their measures, thus that which is signified by the
“length,” the “breadth,” and the “height,” for the expression “to
measure them that worship in the temple,” cannot be used unless
“to measure” signifies to explore the quality of the persons or of the
thing.

[3] That “to measure” signifies to explore the quality of a thing,
and to designate it, can be seen from the passages in the Word
where “to measure” and “measures” are mentioned, as in the
following in Ezekiel:

The man that had the line of flax and the measuring reed in his
hand measured the building, likewise the threshold of the gate, the
porch of the gate in the house, the porch of the gate from the house, the
door of the gate, the gate from the roof of the bedchamber, and many
other things which he measured as to breadth, length, and height (Ezek.
40:3,5, 6, 8, 11, 13, 17, et seq.);

He measured the temple, the lintel over the door, the wall of the
house, and the house itself, as to breadth and length (Ezek. 41:1-5, 13,
14, 22);

He measured the inner court, and the things of that court (Ezek.

42);

He measured the altar and the things of the altar (Ezek 43:13, et
seq.).

Moreover, the measures were designated in numbers, that is, how
many reeds, how many cubits, and how many palms; which shows
that “to measure” these does not mean to measure but to designate
the quality of the thing, and this is designated by the several things
measured, namely, the “building,” the “gate,” the “porch,” the
“temple,” the “upper lintel,” the “wall,” the “court,” and the
“altar.” “The building, the house, and the temple,” signify the
church; “the door and the gate” signify truth that introduces; and
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“the porch and court” signify all things that are without the church
and yet look to it, and these are all things with the man of the
church that are in his natural man; for the church itself with man is
in the internal or spiritual man or mind, thus inwardly with him;
while all things that are in the external or natural man or mind,
thus that reside without, correspond to the things that are of the
church itself, which, as was said, are in the internal or spiritual man
or mind. These external things are what are signified by the
“porch” without the house, and by “the court.” What the qualities
of these things were to be is here designated by measures and
numbers; for these chapters treat of the Lord’s church that was to
come, and that is called the internal church, and this is thus
described. Anyone can see that such measurements would be of no
account unless each measurement signified something; but what
each signifies can be seen from the signification of the thing
measured, and its quality from the signification of the measure as
expressed in number.

[4] There are only three things that are measured, namely,
breadth, length, and height; and “breadth” signifies the truth of the
church, “length” the good of the church, and “height” both of
these as to degrees; the degrees of truth and good are the quality of
truth and good as interior or higher and as exterior or lower. Such
is the signification of these three dimensions, because breadth is
predicated of heaven from south to north, and length from east to
west, and height from the third heaven which is in things highest to
the first heaven which is in things lowest. And as those in heaven
who dwell from south to north are in the truths of doctrine, so
“breadth” signifies the truth of heaven or of the church; and as
those who dwell in heaven from east to west are in the good of love,
so “length” signifies the good of heaven or of the church; and as
those who dwell in the third heaven, who are the most wise, are in
things highest, while those who dwell in the first heaven, who are
relatively simple, are in things lowest, so “height” signifies wisdom
and intelligence as to their degrees. These things therefore are what
are designated by measurements in general.

[5] In the same:
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Son of man, show the house to the house of Israel, that they may
be ashamed of their iniquities, and may measure the form when they
have been ashamed of all things that they have done; the form of the
house and the arrangement thereof, and the goings out thereof and the
comings in thereof, and all the forms thereof, also teach them all the
statutes thereof, and all the arrangements thereof, and all the laws
thereof, and write them before their eyes, that they may keep all the
form thereof and all the statutes thereof, and do them (Ezek. 43:10, 11).

That “to measure the temple” or “house” signifies to investigate
and explore what is the quality of the church in respect to truth and
good, can be seen from its being said “that they may measure the
form of the house, the goings out and the comings in thereof”; also
“that they may keep all the form thereof”; which cannot mean the
form of the temple merely in respect to form, but in respect to
those things that are signified by the temple; for it is added “that
they may be ashamed of their iniquities that they have done,”
which signifies shame for departing from the laws and statutes of
the church; therefore it is added, “that he may teach them all the
statutes thereof, all the descriptions,” and all the laws thereof”;
which shows that the “temple” signifies the church with its truths
and goods, for these are the things that are to be kept, and this is
signified by “keeping all the form of the house” or “temple.” The
“temple” signifies in the Word the church in respect to truth, and
“the house of God” the church in respect to good; for the temple
was of stone, but the house of God in ancient times was of wood;
and “stones” signify truths, and “wood” signifies good.

[6] In Zechariah:

I lifted up mine eyes and saw, and behold a man in whose hand
was a measuring line; and I said, Whither goest thou? And he said unto
me, To measure Jerusalem, to see how great is the breadth thereof, and
how great is the length thereof; and he said Jerusalem shall inhabit the
suburbs by reason of the multitude of men and beasts in the midst of it
(Zech. 2:1, 2, 4).

This is said of the Lord’s coming and of the establishment of a new
church by Him, as can be seen from verses 10 and 11 of the same
chapter. “Jerusalem” signifies that new church, and “to measure” it
signifies to explore and thus to know what and how great it will be;
“breadth” signifies the truth of its doctrine, and “length” the good
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of its love (as just above); therefore it is said “T'o measure
Jerusalem, to see how great is the breadth thereof, and how great is
the length thereof.” Evidently “Jerusalem” here means the church,
and not the city Jerusalem, for about the time of the Lord’s coming
Jerusalem was not so great and such as is here described, that is,
that “Jerusalem should inhabit the suburbs by reason of the
multitude of men and beasts in the midst of it”; but this means the
multitude of the nations that will be added to the church,
“Jerusalem, in the midst of it,” signifying the church consisting of
those who will receive interiorly the Divine proceeding from the
Lord, and “suburbs” the church consisting of those who will receive
it exteriorly. For the church of the Lord is internal and external; in
the internal church are those who are in intelligence and wisdom,
and thus in the higher heavens, but in the external church are those
who are in knowledges and cognitions of truth and good from the
Word, and in no interior intelligence and wisdom, and who are
therefore in the lower heavens; the former are called spiritual, the
latter spiritual-natural, and the spiritual are meant by those who are
“in the midst of Jerusalem,” and the spiritual-natural by those who
are “in the suburbs.” “Men and beasts” mean those who are in
intelligence and thence in the good of life, “men” those who are in
intelligence, and “beasts” those who are in the natural affection of
good, and thus in the good of life.

6296. [7] Like things are signified by these words in Revelation:

The angel who talked with me had a golden reed, to measure the
city the New Jerusalem, the gates thereof and the wall thereof; and he
measured the wall, a hundred and forty-four cubits, which is the
measure of a man, that is, of an angel (Rev. 21:15, 17).

Here, too, “the New Jerusalem” means a new church, and the
“city” its doctrine, “its wall” signifies Divine truth defending, the
number “one hundred and forty-four” signifies all truths and goods
in the complex; this number is said to be “the measure of a man,
that is, of an angel,” which could not be said unless “measure”
signified quality. But this will be explained in its proper place
hereafter.

[8] In Ezekiel:
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When the man went out toward the east, in whose hand was the
line, he measured a thousand by the cubit, then he made me to pass
through the waters, the waters were to the ankles; again he measured a
thousand and made me to pass through the waters, waters to the knees;
and he measured a thousand and made me to pass through the waters,
waters to the loins; again he measured a thousand, it was a river that I
could not pass through because the waters were high, waters of
swimming, a river that was not passed through. And behold, on the
bank of the river were many trees on this side and on that side; and
every living soul that creepeth, and whithersoever the river cometh, shall

live; whence there is much fish (Ezek. 47:3-5, 7, 9).

This describes how intelligence, which those have who are of the
church, increases by the reception of Divine truth proceeding from
the Lord. Divine truth proceeding from the Lord is signified by
“the waters issuing from under the threshold of the house towards
the east, and going down from the right side of the house from the
south of the altar,” as is said in verse 1 of this chapter; the “east”
signifies love to the Lord, since the east in heaven is where the Lord
appears as a sun; and thence the “right side” is where Divine truth
is received in the greatest light, and that side is called the south;
therefore it is added “from the south of the altar.” How intelligence
increases by the reception of Divine truth proceeding from the
Lord is described by the “waters” which the prophet passed
through, which first reached “to the ankles,” afterwards “to the
knees,” then “to the loins,” and at length were so high that they
“could not be passed through”; “the waters to the ankles” signify
such intelligence as the sensual and natural man has, for “ankles”
signify what is sensual and natural; “the waters to the knees” signify
such intelligence as the spiritual-natural man has, for “knees”
signify what is spiritual-natural; “the waters to the loins” signify
such intelligence as the spiritual man has, for the “loins” signify the
marriage of truth and good, which is spiritual; “the waters that
could not be passed through” signify celestial intelligence, which is
called wisdom, such as the celestial man or an angel of the third
heaven has; and because this is ineffable, it is said to be “a river that
could not be passed through,” and because it is far above the
natural man, these waters are called “waters of swimming.”
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The “river” which is from these waters signifies intelligence and
wisdom; the cognitions of truth and good and also perceptions are
signified by “many trees on the bank of the river on this side and
on that side,” “trees” signifying cognitions and perceptions; life
therefrom to all things in the natural man, both cognitions and
knowledges, is signified by “every living soul that creepeth shall
live,” and by “there shall be much fish,” “the soul that creepeth”
and “the fish” signifying the things that are in the natural man,
which are called cognitions from the Word, also natural
knowledges whereby spiritual things are confirmed, and “to live”
signifying the influx of the Lord into these cognitions and
knowledges through the spiritual man and his intelligence. (That
“waters” signify the truths of doctrine from the Word, through
which comes intelligence, see above, n. 71, 483, 518.)

[9] In Habakkuk:

He stood and measured the earth; He saw and drove asunder the
nations; for the mountains of eternity were scattered, the hills of the age
did bow, His goings are of an age (Hab. 3:6).

This is said of visitation and the last judgment by the Lord when
He should come into the world. “He stood and measured the
earth” means exploring at that time of what quality the church is,
“to measure” signifying to explore, and “the earth” the church; “He
saw and drove asunder the nations” signifies the casting down into
hell of all who are in evils and in falsities therefrom, “to drive
asunder” signifying to cast into hell, and “nations” those who are in
evils and in falsities therefrom; “the mountains of eternity were
scattered” signifies that the celestial church, such as was with the
most ancient people, who were in love to the Lord, had perished,
“the mountains of eternity” signifying that church and that love;
“the hills of the age did bow” signifies that the spiritual church
perished, such as was with the ancient people after the flood, who
were in love towards the neighbor, “the hills of the age” signifying
that church and that love; “His goings are of an age” signifies
according to the state of the church at that time, which was a
perverted state.
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[10] In Isaiah:

Behold the Lord Jehovih cometh in strength, and His arm shall
rule for Him. Who hath measured the waters in the hollow of His hand,
and meted out the heavens with a span, and embraced the dust of the

carth in a measure [mrientali], and weighed the mountains in a scale, and
the hills in a balance? (Isa. 40:10, 12)

This, too, is said of the Lord and of Divine truth, from which are
heaven and the church, and from which is wisdom. The Lord’s
coming, and the arrangement of all things in the heavens by Him
from His own power at that time, is signified by “Behold the Lord
Jehovih cometh in strength, and His arm shall rule for Him,” “His
arm that shall rule” signifying His own power. The arrangement of
all things in the heavens by His own power by means of Divine
truth, is signified by “Who hath measured the waters in the hollow
of His hand, and meted out the heavens with a span, and embraced
the dust of the earth in a measure and weighed the mountains in a
scale, and the hills in a balance?” “To measure waters” signifies to
define Divine truths; “to mete out the heavens with a span”
signifies thence to arrange the heavens; “to embrace the dust of the
earth in a measure” signifies to arrange lower things; “the hollow of
the hand,” “the span,” and “the measure” have a similar
signification as “measures” and also the “hand,” namely, the quality
of a thing and one’s own power; “to weigh the mountains in a scale
and the hills in a balance” signifies to subordinate and equilibrate
all things, “scale and balance” signifying right equilibration, and
“mountains and hills” the higher heavens, “mountains” meaning
those heavens which are in love to the Lord, and “hills” those
which are in charity towards the neighbor (as above).

[11] In Job:

Where wast thou when I founded the earth? Declare, if thou
knowest understanding. Who determined the measures thereof? if thou

knowest; and who stretched out the line upon it? upon what are its
bases sunk? who laid the cornerstone thereof? (Job 38:4-6)

The “earth” here means the church; “to found it” and “to
determine its measures” signify to establish it and to define its
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quality, “measure” meaning the quality of a thing; “to stretch out
the line upon it” signifies to maintain it in its quality; “upon what
are its bases sunk? and who laid the cornerstone thereof?” signifies
to found it upon those things that are in the natural man, the
“cornerstone” meaning the truth of the natural man, which is
called true knowledge, upon which the truth of the spiritual man or
spiritual truth is founded.

[12] In Jeremiah:

If these statutes shall depart from before Me, the seed of Israel also
shall cease from being a nation before Me all the days. If the heavens
shall be measured upwards, and the foundations be searched out
downwards, I also will reject all the seed of Israel because of all that they

have done (Jer. 31:36, 37).

“Statutes” signify here all the things of the church that were
commanded to the sons of Israel, thus all things of worship; if they
do not keep these there will be no church among them, is what is
signified by “If these statutes shall depart from before Me the seed
of Israel also shall cease from being a nation before Me all the
days,” “Israel” signifying the church, and “the seed of Israel” the
truth of the church; and that although a new heaven and a new
church will come into existence, yet there will be nothing of heaven
and the church with that nation, is signified by “If the heavens shall
be measured upwards, and the foundations shall be searched out
downwards, I also will reject all the seed of Israel because of all that
they have done.”

629¢. [13] “To mete” and “to measure” signifies to define and
determine what a thing is, also to explore it, because “measure”
signifies what a thing is, or quality. That this is the signification of
“measure” can be seen from the following passages. In Revelation:

The angel measured the wall of the city New Jerusalem, a hundred
and forty-four cubits, which is the measure of a man, that is, of an angel
(Rev. 21:17).

It is clearly evident that here “measure” signifies the quality of the
thing that is meant by “the wall of the city New Jerusalem”; for
what else could be meant by “the measure of the wall, a hundred
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and forty-four cubits, being the measure of a man, that is, of an
angel”? In Matthew:

Judge not that ye be not condemned? for with what judgment ye
judge ye shall be judged, and with what measure ye measure it shall be
measured to you (Matt. 7:1, 2).

In Luke:

Judge not that ye be not judged; condemn not that ye be not
condemned; remit and it shall be remitted to you; give and it shall be
given to you, good measure, pressed down, shaken together, and
running over, shall they give into your bosom; for with what measure ye
measure they shall measure to you again (Luke 6:37, 38).

This may be seen explained in the work Heaven and Hell (n. 349).
And in Mark:

With what measure ye measure it shall be measured to you again;
and to you that hear, more shall be added. Whosoever hath, to him shall
be given; but whosoever hath not, from him shall be taken even that

which he hath (Mark 4:24, 25).

[14] Thus charity towards the neighbor, or the spiritual affection
of truth and good, is described, namely, that in the measure and
after the manner that anyone is in such charity or in such affection
in the world, so he comes into it after death. That we should not
think evil of good and truth is meant by the words, “Judge not that
ye be not judged, and condemn not that ye be not condemned”; to
think evil of what is evil and false is permitted to everyone, but not
of good and truth, for these in the spiritual sense are the neighbor.
Because it is charity toward the neighbor that is meant it is added,
“Remit and it shall be remitted to you, give and it shall be given
unto you.” That the spiritual affection, which is called charity, will
continue after death according to its measure and quality, is meant
by “With what measure ye measure it shall be measured to you
again”; and that this measure and quality will be infilled to eternity
is meant by “to you that hear a measure shall be added,” also by
“good measure, pressed down, shaken together, and running over,
shall be given into your bosom,” “measure” here meaning the
measure and quality of affection or charity, which will be increased
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to eternity within or according to its degree in the world (see as
above in the work Heaven and Hell, n. 349).

That this will come to pass with those who practice charity is
meant by “to you that hear more shall be added,” “those that hear”
signifying those who obey and do. That “to love the neighbor” is to
love what is true and good, likewise what is sincere and just, may
be seen in the New Jerusalem and Its Heavenly Doctrine (n.
84-106). That no other thought or judgment is here meant than
concerning the spiritual life of another can be seen from this, that it
is permissible to everyone to think about the moral and civil life of
another, and to judge of it; without such thought and judgment
concerning others no civil society could subsist; therefore “not to
judge and condemn” signifies not to think evil of the neighbor
spiritually understood, that is, of his faith and love, which belong
to man’s spiritual life, for these lie concealed in his interiors, and
therefore are unknown to anyone except the Lord alone.

[15] In John:

He whom the Father hath sent speaketh the words of God, for not
by measure hath God given the spirit unto Him (John 3:24).

The “spirit” that God giveth signifies Divine truth, and intelligence
and wisdom therefrom; “not by measure” signifies above every
measure and quality of men, therefore infinitely, for the infinity
that belongs to the Lord is without measure or quality, for measure
and quality are properties of the finite, since measure and quality
determine what is finite and set limits to it, but what is without
limit is infinite. From this it follows that “measure” also here
signifies quality, since “not by measure” signifies not predicating
what a thing is, or its quality.

[16] In David:

Make known to me, Jehovah, my end, and the measure of my days
what it is, that I may know how transitory I am; behold Thou hast
given my days as handbreadths, and my time is as nothing before Thee
(Ps. 39:4, 5).
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It appears as if by these words times of life only are meant, the limit
of which he wishes to know, and that these times pass away
quickly; but in the spiritual sense times are not meant, but states of
life instead; so “Make known to me, Jehovah, my end, the measure
of my days what it is,” signifies that he might know the state of his
life and its quality, thus what kind of life he would continue in.
“Behold Thou hast given my days as handbreadths” signifies that it
is of very little consequence what the state of one’s life is; “and my
time is as nothing before Thee” signifies that the state of one’s life
is of no value; for “time and day” signify states of life in respect to
truth and good, and thence in respect to intelligence and wisdom;
so it is here meant that all these, so far as they are from oneself, are
of no value. That there is such a meaning in these words cannot be
seen by those who think only naturally, because natural thought
cannot be separated from the idea of time. But spiritual thought,
like that of angels, has nothing in common with time or space or
with person.

[17] As “measures” signify the quality of a thing, it is clear what
is signified:

By the house of measures (Jer. 22:14);
By the portion of measures (Jer. 13:25);
Also by men of measures (Isa. 45:14);

where “measures” signify quality in the whole complex. In Moses:

Ye shall not act perversely in judgment, in measure, in weight, or
in dimension; balances of justice, stones of justice, an ephah of justice,

and a hin of justice, shall ye have (Lev. 19:35, 36).
In the same:

Thou shalt not have in thy bag divers stones, great and small; thou
shalt not have in thy house divers ephahs, great and small; a perfect and
a just stone shalt thou have, a perfect and a just ephah shalt thou have
(Deut. 25:13-15).
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And in Ezekiel:

Ye shall have balances of justice, and an ephah of justice, and a

bath of justice (Ezek. 45:10).

That these measures and these weights signify the estimation of a
thing according to the quality of truth and good may be seen above
(n. 373).

630a. Verse 2. And the court which is without the temple cast out,
and measure it not, signifies that the external of the Word, and
thence of the church and worship, is not to be explored. This is
evident from the signification of the “court,” as being the external
of the Word, and thence of the church and of worship. The “court”
has this signification because the “temple” signifies heaven and the
church in respect to Divine truth, as was said in the article above;
therefore the “court” which was “outside the temple or in front of
the temple” signifies the first or lowest heaven. For the “temple,”
regarded in itself, signifies the higher heavens; that is, the
“adytum,” where the ark of the covenant was, signified the inmost
or third heaven, and “the temple outside of the adytum” signified
the middle or second heaven; therefore the “court” signified the
lowest or first heaven; and what signifies heaven signifies also the
church, for the church is the Lord’s heaven on the earth; and what
signifies the church, signifies also the Word and worship, for the
Word is the Divine truth, from which are heaven and the church,
and worship is according to Divine truth, which is the Word. From
this it is that the “court” signifies the external or ultimate of heaven
and the church, and also the external or ultimate of the Word and
of worship.

[2] The Word and worship are altogether as heaven and the
church are; for as there are three heavens, so in the Word there are
three distinct senses: the inmost sense, which is called the celestial
sense, is for the inmost or third heaven; the middle sense, which is
called the spiritual sense, is for the middle or second heaven; and
the ultimate sense, which is called the celestial-natural and
spiritual-natural sense, is for the lowest or first heaven. These three
senses, besides the natural which is for the world, are in the Word
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and in all its particulars; and as the three heavens have the Word
and each heaven is in its own sense of the Word, and from this is
their heaven and also their worship, it follows that what signifies
heaven signifies also the Word and worship. This is why the
“court” signifies the external of the Word, and thence the external

of the church and of worship.

[3] Moreover, it is to be known that the temple had two courts,
one without the temple, and the other within, and “the court
without the temple” signifies the entrance itself into heaven and
into the church, in which are those who are being introduced into
heaven; while “the court within the temple” represented the lowest
heaven. It is similar with the church, also with the Word and with
worship; for “the court without the temple” signifies the external of
the Word, that is, the Word such as it is in the natural sense, which
is for the world, by which man is introduced into its spiritual sense,
in which the angels of heaven are. But what is properly signified by
each court, the inner and the outer, will be told in what follows.
Also, why it is here said that “the court without the temple is to be
cast out, and not measured,” will be told in the following article,
where it is told what is signified by “it is given to the nations.”

63064. [4] From this it can now in some measure be seen what is
signified in the Word by “court” and by “courts” in the following
passages. In Moses:

Thou shalt make the court of the tabernacle at the corner of the
south towards the south, hangings for the courts; twenty pillars, twenty
bases, the hooks of the pillars and the fillets of silver, the gate of the
court with the veil; its length a hundred cubits from the south to the
north, and its breadth fifty from the east to the west (Exod. 27:9-18).

This court was the court of the Tent of meeting, which likewise
represented and signified the lowest or first heaven; for “the Tent of
meeting” represented heaven; its inmost, where the ark was, over
which was the mercy seat, represented the inmost or third heaven;
the law in the ark, the Lord Himself as to Divine truth or the
Word; and the tent without the veil, where was the table for the
loaves, the altar of incense, and the lamp stand, represented the
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middle or second heaven; and the court, the lowest or first heaven.
(That the three heavens were represented by that tent may be seen
in Arcana Coelestia, n. 3478, 9457, 9481, 9485; but what is
signified in particular by the court, and by all things pertaining to
it, may be seen, n. 9741-9775.)

[5] As the court represented the lowest heaven, and thence also
the external of the church, of the Word, and of worship:

The residue of the meal offerings and of the sacrifices for sin were
eaten by Aaron and his sons in the court (Lev. 6:16, 26).

“Eating in the court” these sanctified things signified appropriating
to oneself the goods of the church that were signified by the meal
offerings and these sacrifices; and all appropriation of holy things is
effected by ultimates, for except through ultimates there can be no
appropriation of interior holy things.

[6] But the courts of the temple are thus described in the first
book of Kings:

Solomon made a court before the front of the house of the temple.
And afterwards he built the inner court, three layers of hewn stones and
a row of hewn cedar (1 Kings 6:3, 36).

The temple in like manner represented heaven and the church; the
adytum, where the ark was, represented the inmost or third heaven,
also the church with those who are in inmosts, which is called the
celestial church; the temple outside the adytum represented the
middle or second heaven, also the church with those who are in the
middle, which is called the internal spiritual church; the inner
court represented the lowest or first heaven, also the church with
those who are in ultimates, which is called the internal-natural
church; while the outer court represented the entrance into heaven.

[7] And as the temple in the highest sense signified the Lord in
relation to the Divine Human, so also in relation to Divine truth,
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thence the temple also signifies Divine truth proceeding from the
Lord, consequently the Word, for that is the Divine truth in the
church. That the Lord’s Divine Human is signified by the temple is
evident from the Lord’s words where He says:

Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up; and He
spake of the temple of His body (John 2:18-23).

That the “temple” signifies the church is evident from these words

of the Lord:

That there shall not be left of the temple stone upon stone that
shall not be thrown down (Matt. 24:1, 2; Luke 21:5-7).

These words mean that every Divine truth, consequently
everything of the church, is to perish; for the end of the church,
which is called the consummation of the age, is here treated of.

[8] That there were two courts built, an inner and an outer, and
there little chambers, porticos, or piazzas, and many other things,
can be seen from the description of them in Ezekiel:

The angel brought me to the outer court, where, behold, there
were chambers and a pavement made for the court round about, thirty
chambers upon the pavement, which he measured as to the length and
the breadth; and he also measured the bedchambers, the portico, the
gate, everything as to length and breadth (Ezek. 40:17-22, 31, 34, et
seq.; 42:1-14).

And of the inner court it is said in the same:

That he measured the inner court, the gates thereof towards the
north, the east, and the south; the portico, the steps with the ascents,
the bedchambers, the chambers of the singers, the upper lintels (Ezek.
40:23-31, 44, et seq.).

And in Jeremiah:
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In the chamber of Gemaliah? the scribe, in the upper court, at the
entrance of the gate of the new house (Jer. 36:10).

In the prophet Ezekiel, from chap. 40 to chap. 48, a new city, a
new temple, and a new earth, are treated of, which signify a new
church that was to be established by the Lord; and the “chambers,”
the “bedchambers,” the “porticos,” and the rest, signify such things
as belong to the church, its doctrine and worship; and their
dimensions signify their quality (as was said and shown in the
article above). But this is not the place to explain what is signified
by the particulars; only that “courts” signify the external things of
heaven and of the church, and thence the externals of the Word
and of worship. That the externals of these are signified by the
“courts” is evident from this alone, that the “temple” in general
signifies heaven and the church, therefore the three divisions of the
temple, namely, the courts, the temple itself, and the adytum,
signify the three heavens according to their degrees. (Of what

nature the three heavens are according to their degrees, see in the
work Heaven and Hell, n. 29—40.)

630c. [9] That “the temple and the courts” signify heaven and

the church can be seen more fully from these words in Ezekiel:

The spirit raised me up and brought me into the inner court of the
temple, when behold, the glory of Jehovah filled the house; and I heard
one speaking unto me out of the house, saying, Son of man, the place of
My throne, and the place of the soles of My feet, where I will dwell in
the midst of the sons of Israel forever (Ezek. 43:4-7).

That these “courts” signify the lowest heaven, or the external of the
church, can be seen from its being said that “he was brought into
the court, and thence saw the house filled with the glory of
Jehovah,” “the glory of Jehovah” signifying Divine truth, which
constitutes heaven and the church; also afterwards, that that house
was “the place of the throne of Jehovah, and the place of the soles
of His feet, where He will dwell in the midst of the sons of Israel
forever.” That “the throne of Jehovah” means heaven may be seen
above (n. 253, 297, 343, 460, 462, 477, 482); and that “the place

of the soles of the feet of Jehovah” means the church, see also above
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(n. 606); the “sons of Israel” mean all who are of the Lord’s church,
consequently “to dwell with them forever” signifies the unceasing
presence of the Lord with them.

[10] In the same:

The glory of Jehovah lifted itself up from above the cherub over
the threshold of the house, and the house was filled with the cloud. And
the cloud filled the inner court. And the court was full of the brightness
of the glory of Jehovah; and the voice of the wings of the cherubim was
heard even to the outer court (Ezek. 10:3, 4, 5).

The “cherubim” seen by the prophet represented the Lord in
relation to providence and guard that He be not approached except
through good of love; consequently the “cherubim” signify the
higher heavens, particularly the inmost heaven, for this guard is
there (see above n. 277, 313, 322, 362, 370, 462); therefore the
“house that was filled with the cloud” signifies heaven and the
church; the “inner court,” which the cloud also filled, signifies the
lowest heaven; and the “outer court,” as far as which the voice of
the wings of the cherubs was heard, signifies the entrance into
heaven, which is specifically in the natural world, and afterwards in
the world of spirits. For through the church in the world, and
afterwards through the world of spirits, man enters into heaven.
(What the world of spirits is, see in the work Heaven and Hell, n.
421-431 seq.) But the “cloud” and “the brightness of the glory of
Jehovah” signify the Divine truth proceeding from the Lord.

[11] From this it can now be seen what is signified by “courts” in
the following passages. In David:

Blessed is he whom thou choosest and causest to approach, he shall
dwell in Thy courts; we shall be satisfied with the goodness of Thy
house, with the holiness of Thy temple (Ps. 65:4).

This signifies that those who are in charity, or in spiritual affection,
will live in heaven, and there will be in intelligence and wisdom
from Divine truth and Divine good; “the chosen® (or he whom
thou choosest) signifies those who are in love towards the neighbor
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or in charity; “causest to approach” signifies spiritual affection or
love, for so far as man is in that love or that affection, so far he is
with the Lord, for everyone approaches Him according to that love;
“to dwell in courts” signifies to live in heaven, “to dwell” meaning
to live, and “courts” meaning heaven; “to be satisfied with the
goodness of the house” signifies to be in wisdom from Divine
good; and “to be satisfied with the holiness of the temple” signifies
to be in intelligence from Divine truth, and from both to enjoy
heavenly joy; “the house of God” signifies heaven and the church
in respect to Divine good, and the “temple” heaven and the church
in respect to Divine truth, and “holiness” is predicated of spiritual
good, which is truth.

[12] In the same:

A day in Thy courts is better than thousands, I have chosen to
stand at the door in the house of my God (Ps. 84:10).

“Courts” here signify the first or lowest heaven, through which
there is entrance into the higher heavens; therefore it is added, “I
have chosen to stand at the door in the house of my God.” In the
same:

Give to Jehovah the glory of His name, bring an offering, and
come into His courts (Ps. 96:8).

Praise ye the name of Jehovah, praise, O ye servants of Jehovah,
who stand in the house of Jehovah, in the courts of the house of our

God (Ps. 135:1, 2).

How amiable are Thy dwellings, O Jehovah of Hosts; my soul hath
desired, yea is consumed for the courts of Jehovah (Ps. 84:1, 2).

Come into His gates with confession, into His courts with praise,
confess ye unto Him, bless His name (Ps. 100:4).

I will pay my vows unto Jehovah before all His people, in the
courts of the house of Jehovah, in the midst of thee, O Jerusalem (Ps.
116:14, 18, 19).
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The righteous shall flourish as the palm tree, he shall grow as a
cedar in Lebanon. Planted in the house of Jehovah they shall spring
forth in the courts of our God (Ps. 92:12, 13).

That in these passages “courts” mean heaven, in particular the
lowest heaven and the church, can be seen without explanation.

[13] Likewise in the following passages. In Isaiah:

They shall gather the corn and the new wine, they shall eat and
shall praise Jehovah, and they that shall bring it together shall drink in
the courts of My holiness (Isa. 62:9).

“They shall gather the corn and the new wine” signifies instruction
in the goods and truths of doctrine and of the church; “they shall
eat and shall praise Jehovah” signifies appropriation and the
worship of the Lord; “they that shall bring it together shall drink in
the courts of My holiness” signifies the enjoyment of Divine truth,
and the consequent happiness in the heavens.

[14] In Joel:

Let the priests, the ministers of Jehovah, weep between the court
and the altar, and let them say, Spare Thy people, O Jehovah (Joel
2:17);

“weeping between the court and the altar” signifies lamentation
over the vastation of Divine truth and Divine good in the church;
for the “court” has a similar signification as the “temple,” namely,
the church in respect to Divine truth, and the “altar” signifies the
church in respect to Divine good; therefore “between the court and
the altar” signifies the marriage of good and truth, which
constitutes heaven and the church; and “to weep” signifies
lamentation over its vastation. “Courts” also elsewhere in the Word
signify the ultimates of heaven, also the externals of the church, of

the Word, and of worship (as in Isa. 1:12; Zech. 3:7).

631. For it is given to the nations, signifies since it has been
perverted by evils of life and falsities of doctrine. This is evident
from the signification of “the nations,” as being those who are in
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evils in respect to life and thence in falsities in respect to doctrine,
and in the abstract sense evils of life and falsities of doctrine. (That
evils and falsities are signified by “nations” see above, n. 1756,
331b, 625.) The external of the Word and thence of the church
and of worship is perverted by evils of life and falsities of doctrine,
because the external of the Word, which is called the sense of its
letter, is written according to appearances in the world, because it is
for children and the simple-minded, who have no perception of
anything contrary to appearances, therefore as these advance in age
they are introduced by the sense of the letter, in which are
appearances of truth, into interior truths, and thus appearances are
put off by degrees, and in their place interior truths are implanted.
This may be illustrated by numberless examples; as that we should
pray to God not to lead us into temptations; this is said because it
appears as if God so leads, and yet God leads no one into
temptations; again, it is said that God is angry, punishes, casts into
hell, brings evil upon the wicked, and many other like things, and
yet God is never angry, never punishes or casts into hell, nor does
He at all do evil to anyone, but the wrongdoer himself does this to
himself by his evils, for in evils themselves are the evils of
punishment. These things are nevertheless said in many passages in
the Word, because it so appears. As another example, it is said that:

No one should call his father, Father; nor his master, Master
(Matt. 23:8-10).

Yet they ought to be so called; but this is said because the “Father”
means the Lord, who creates and begets us anew, and because He
alone teaches and instructs; so when man is in a spiritual idea he
will think of the Lord alone as the Father and Master; but it is
otherwise when man is in a natural idea. Moreover, in the spiritual
world or in heaven, no one knows any other father, teacher, or
master than the Lord, because from Him is spiritual life. So in
other instances.

[2] From this it can be seen that the external of the Word, and
thence the external of the church and of worship, consists of
apparent truths, therefore those who are in evils in respect to life
apply it to favor their own loves and the principles conceived
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therefrom. This is why it is said that the “court,” which signifies
the external of the Word, “is given to the nations,” and afterwards
that “they shall trample down the holy city.” This comes to pass in
the end of the church, when men are so far worldly, natural, and
corporeal that they are wholly unable to see interior truths, which
are called spiritual truths; and from this it follows that they then
wholly pervert the external of the Word, which is the sense of its
letter. Such perversion of the sense of the letter of the Word took
place also with the Jews at the end of the church with them, which
is meant in the spiritual sense by:

The soldiers dividing the garments of the Lord, but not the tunic
(John 19:23, 24),

which signifies that those who were of the church perverted all
things of the Word in respect to the sense of its letter, but not the
Word in respect to the spiritual sense, because this they did not
know. (That this is what these things mean in the spiritual sense
may be seen above, n. 64.) It is similar in the church at this day,
because this is its end; for at this day the Word is not explained
according to spiritual truths, but according to the appearances of
the sense of the letter, which are applied to confirm both evils of
life and falsities of doctrine; and because interior truths, which are
spiritual truths, are unknown and are not received, it follows that
the sense of the letter of the Word is perverted by evils of the will
and falsities of thought therefrom. This, therefore, is what is meant
by “the court is given to the nations.”

632. And the holy city shall they trample down, signifies that they
will destroy all the doctrine of good and truth from the Word. This
is evident from the signification of “the holy city,” as being the
doctrine of truth and good from the Word; in the sense of the
letter “the holy city” means Jerusalem, which in the Word here and
there is called “the holy city”; but “Jerusalem” means the church,
and a “city” the doctrine of the church; that a “city” [civitas or urbs/
signifies doctrine, see above (n. 223); therefore “the holy city”
signifies the doctrine of Divine truth, for Divine truth is what is
called “holy” in the Word (n. 204). This is evident also from the
signification of “trampling down,” as being to destroy altogether, in
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particular by means of things sensual and natural, consequently by
means of fallacies, which are called the fallacies of the senses, from
which when not explained mere falsities spring; such things are
signified by “trampling down,” because trampling is done by the
soles of the feet, and “the soles of the feet” signify the external
sensual things of man, and “feet” his natural things. That this
signification of “soles” and of “feet” is from correspondence, see
above (n. 65, 606; and in the work Heaven and Hell, n. 96).

[2] It is said that “the nations shall trample down the holy city,”
because this follows after the words, “The court which is without
the temple cast out, for it is given to the nations,” and the “court”
signifies the external of the Word, of the church, and of worship,
and the external of the Word is what is perverted, and thus
adulterated and falsified, by the nations, that is, by those who are in
evils and falsities. For, as was said in the preceding article, the
external of the Word, which is called the sense of its letter, is for
children and the simple-minded, and is therefore written according
to appearances, thus for those who are sensual and natural; for
infants are first sensual, afterwards natural, and when they advance
in age they become spiritual. But when a man does not become
spiritual, as is the case with all who live in evil, he does not
understand the Word spiritually, but only naturally and sensually,
and he who so understands the Word perverts it, and explains it
according to the falsities of his religion and according to the evils of
his life. This is why it is said that “they shall trample it down.”
Moreover, those who deny and despise the truths of heaven and the
church appear in the spiritual world to trample them under the
soles of the feet, and this, as was said above, because the external
sensual of man corresponds to the soles of the feet, which are what
trample down. It is said that the external sensual of man does this,
but it is the sensual of those only who are merely sensual, who are
such as deny the truths of heaven and the church, and who also
believe nothing except what they can see with their eyes and touch
with their hands.

[3] “To trample down” is predicated of such in the following
passages also. In Luke:
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They shall fall by the edge of the sword, and shall be led captive
among all nations, and Jerusalem shall finally be trampled down by the
nations, until the times of the nations shall be fulfilled (Luke 21:24).

This has a similar signification as the passage in Revelation here
explained, that “the court is given to the nations, and the holy city
shall they trample down forty-two months”; for “they shall fall by
the edge of the sword” signifies that they shall perish by falsities;
“they shall be led captive among all nations” signifies that evils will
make a prey of the goods and truths of the church; “Jerusalem shall
be trampled down” signifies the destruction of the church in
respect to doctrine; for “Jerusalem” signifies the church in respect
to doctrine; “its being trampled down by the nations” signifies the
total destruction of the church by evils of life and falsities of
doctrine; “until the time of the nations shall be fulfilled” signifies
until evil is consummated (see above, n. 6244); this consummation
is also signified by the “forty-two months.” This, too, like what is
said in Revelation, was said by the Lord respecting the time just
preceding the last judgment.

[4] In Ezekiel:

Is this a small thing to you? Ye feed upon the good pasture, and
trample down with your feet the remainder of your pastures; ye drink
the sediment of the waters, ye stir up the remainder with your feet; and
thus my flock feeds upon what ye have trampled down with your feet,
and drink that which is stirred up by your feet (Ezek. 34:18, 19).

“Good pasture” signifies all that which spiritually nourishes,
especially the Word and the knowledges of truth and good
therefrom; “to feed upon it and to trample down the remainder
with the feet” signifies to so do away with it that it does not appear,
and to so destroy it that it is not, and this is done by reasonings
from the corporeal-sensual, and from the natural man separated
from the spiritual. This therefore is what is meant by “trampling
down with the feet”; “the sediment of the waters” signify truths
defiled by falsities, for “waters” mean truths, and “to drink thereof”
signifies to learn and to receive; “to stir up the remainder of the
waters with the feet” signifies to bring nevertheless into confusion
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by reasonings from the natural man the truths that are not defiled
by falsities, “feet” signifying the natural things in man. From this
what is signified by “my flock shall drink what is trampled down by
the feet, and what is stirred up by the feet,” can be seen.

[5] In Daniel:

The he-goat cast the ram to the earth and trampled him down, nor
was there anyone to deliver the ram out of his hand; afterwards one
horn waxed great from a little one; even to the host of the heavens, and
some of the host and of the stars it cast down to the earth and trampled
them down (Dan. 8:7, 9, 10).

The “he-goat” here signifies faith separated from charity, and the
“ram” signifies faith conjoined to charity, thus charity, the same as
the “he-goats and sheep” in Matthew 25:31-46; “the one horn that
waxed great from a little one” signifies justification by faith alone;
“the host of the heavens” signifies all truths and goods of heaven
and the church, and the “stars” signify the knowledges of good and
truth; therefore “to trample down the ram” and also “the host of
the heavens” signifies to destroy charity utterly, and with it all the
truths and goods of heaven and the church, and this by the
corporeal-sensual; for they who are in faith separated from charity,
that is, who believe that they are saved by faith alone whatever their
life may be, become corporeal-sensual, and are consequently in
falsities in respect to all things of the Word and of the church; for
they have no perception of the Word otherwise than according to
the ultimate sense of its letter, seeing nothing interiorly in it; and
even if they speak truths from the Word they nevertheless perceive
them falsely; therefore this is what is signified by “the he-goat cast
down to the earth some of the host of the heavens and some of the
stars, and trampled them down.” That charity towards the
neighbor, that is, the good of life, is in like manner destroyed, is
meant by “the he-goat cast the ram to the earth and trampled him
down”; for they who are in faith separated from charity, who are
meant by the “he-goat,” make faith the essential and charity the
nonessential, therefore they live for the body and the world, and are
solicitous about themselves only, and not at all about the neighbor;
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and those who do this cast charity (which is meant by the “ram,”)
to the earth and trample it down.

[6] In Luke:

Some seed fell upon the way and was trampled down, or the fowls
of heaven devoured it (Luke 8:5).

“Seed” signifies Divine truth, or the truth of the Word; “to fall
upon the way and be trampled down” signifies to be received only
by the corporeal-sensual, and not interiorly; for that which is
received in the spirit and in the heart is meant by “the seed that fell
into the good earth.” “The fowls of heaven that devoured it” signify
falsities, for all evils and falsities therefrom have their seat in the
corporeal-sensual, consequently unless a man becomes spiritual,
and thinks from what is spiritual, he thinks nothing but falsities
from evil. (What the corporeal-sensual is, and what sensual men
are, see in the New Jerusalem and Its Heavenly Doctrine, n. 50; also
above, n. 3426, ¢, 543, 550, 552, 554, 5564, ¢, 559, 563, 5694,
570, 580.)

[7] In Isaiah:

I will make known to you what I will do to My vineyard; in taking
away its hedge that it may be eaten up, and in breaking down its wall
that it may be trampled down (Isa. 5:5).

“Vineyard” here signifies the Lord’s church, which is called a
spiritual church; “to take away its hedge, and break down its wall,”
signifies to falsify and thus destroy the truths that defend the
church; “the hedge and the wall about the vineyard” have a similar
signification as “the wall and the bulwarks about Jerusalem”; “to
eat up and trample down the vineyard” signifies to lay waste the
church, so that no truth and good can spring up, and thus to
destroy it.

[8] In Jeremiah:
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Many shepherds have destroyed My vineyard, they have trampled
down My field, they have made the field of desire a wilderness of
solitude (Jer. 12:10).

Here, too, the “vineyard,” like “field,” signifies the Lord’s church;
“to destroy,” “to trample down,” and “to make a wilderness of
solitude” signifies to so destroy that nothing of the good and truth
of the church remains. In Isaiah:

Our enemies have trampled down our’ sanctuary (Isa. 63:18).

“Enemies” signify the evils of life; “to trample down the sanctuary”
signifies to destroy the truths of doctrine from the Word, and this
also by means of the corporeal-sensual, for all who are in evils of
life are corporeal-sensual.

[9] In David:

The enemy pursueth my soul and overtaketh it, and trampleth
down my life to the earth, and maketh my glory to dwell in the dust
(Ps. 7:5).

Here, too, “enemy” signifies evil, in general the devil, that is, hell,
from which evil comes; and “to trample down the life to the earth
and make glory to dwell in the dust” signifies to destroy by means
of the corporeal-sensual all truths of heaven and the church; for
these constitute spiritual life, and are signified by “glory”; “dust,”
t00, is predicated of the corporeal-sensual, and this is also meant by
“walking upon the belly and eating dust,” as is here and there said
of the serpent.

[10] “To trample down” has a similar signification in the
following passages. In Isaiah:

I will make the hypocritical nation to be trampled down like the
clay of the streets (Isa. 10:6).

In Micah:
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The enemy of Jehovah shall be for a trampling down like the mire
of the streets (Mic. 7:10).

In Zechariah:

They shall be as the mighty ones trampling down the mire of the
streets in the war, and they shall fight because Jehovah is with them, and
they shall make ashamed them that ride upon horses (Zech. 10:5).

In Malachi:

Then thou shalt® trample down the wicked, and they shall be ashes
under the soles of your feet, in the day that I am making (Mal. 4:3).

In Isaiah:

The crown of pride, the drunkards of Ephraim, they shall be
trampled down under the feet (Isa. 28:3).

I have trampled down the peoples in My anger, and made them
drunk in My wrath, and I have made their victory to descend to the
earth (Isa. 63:6).

In David:

Through Thee will we push down our adversaries; in Thy name
will we trample them down that rise up against us (Ps. 44:5).

God will trample down our adversaries (Ps. 60:12; 108:13).

“To trample down” in these passages also signifies to destroy,
which is done by those who are corporeal-sensual, for those who
are such “trample down” all things of heaven and the church, for
they are in what is lowest, and their thoughts can not be elevated
by the Lord, for they themselves let them down to the earth, and
there they lick the dust. Such are all those that deny the Divine.
For all the evils that a man has from birth have their seat in his
natural and in his corporeal-sensual; consequently unless he suffers
himself to be elevated out of them by the Lord, which is effected by
Divine means, which are the truths and goods of faith and love, or
by the truths and goods of doctrine and life, he remains in his evils,
which are implanted in his natural and in his corporeal-sensual,



APOCALYPSE EXPLAINED 2076

and then he tramples down the celestial and spiritual things
belonging to heaven and the church.

[11] “To tread upon the lion, the adder, serpents, and scorpions,”
means not only to destroy the evils and falsities that are signified by
these, but also not to be hurt by them; this is meant in David:

Thou shalt tread upon the lion and adder, the young lion and the
dragon shalt thou trample down (Ps. 91:13).

In Luke:

Behold I give you authority to tread on serpents and scorpions, and
over all the power of the enemy, that nothing may by any means hurt
you (Luke 10:19).

This is so said in the Word because those who are in the hells
appear before the eyes of good spirits and angels sometimes in the
forms of various beasts and serpents, according to the kind of evil
and of falsity therefrom in which they are; their thoughts
themselves, when they go forth from the intention of their will,
present such appearances. Exhalations from their evils and falsities
continually breathe forth through the lands that are over these
hells, or by which these hells are covered; so that to walk upon such
places is dangerous to those who are only natural, and still more to
those who are corporeal-sensual; for an exhalation arises therefrom,
and a contagion affects those who walk there. But those who are
led by the Lord may safely tread upon that earth without infection
or infestation, because the interiors that are of their mind, or of
their thought and affection, are elevated by the Lord above their
corporeal-sensual, which corresponds to the soles of the feet. This
makes clear what is meant, in a strict sense, by “treading upon the
lion, the adder, the serpents, and the scorpions without being hurt
by them,” also why it is so said in the Word. But what is signified
by a “lion” and by “serpents and scorpions” has been told and
shown elsewhere.

633a. Forty-two months, signifies even to the end of the old
church and the beginning of the new. This is evident from the
signification of “months,” as being states, here the states of the
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church; for “times,” whether hours or days or months or years or
ages, signify states, and such states are designated by the numbers
by which such times are determined, as here by the number “forty-
two” (that this is so, see above, n. 571, 610). This is evident also
from the signification of “forty-two” as being the end of the former
church and the beginning of the new; this is the signification of
that number, because it means six weeks, and “six weeks” has a
similar signification as the “six days” of one week, namely, a state of
combat and labor, and thus the end when the church is altogether
vastated, or when evil is consummated; and “the seventh week”
which then follows signifies the beginning of a new church; for the
number “forty-two” arises from the multiplication of six into seven,
six times seven making forty-two, therefore “forty-two” has a
similar signification as “six weeks,” and “six weeks” something
similar to the “six days” of one week, namely, a state of combat and
labor, as was said, and also a full state, here the full consummation
of good and truth, that is, the full vastation of the church.

633b. [2] In the Word mention is sometimes made of “forty,”
sometimes days, sometimes months, sometimes years, and that
number signifies either the full vastation of the church, or a
complete temptation. That this state is signified by the numbers
“forty” and “forty-two,” can be seen from the following passages. In

Ezekiel:

Egypt shall not be inhabited forty years; I will make Egypt a
solitude in the midst of the lands that are desolate, and her cities in the
midst of the cities that are laid waste, they shall be a solitude forty years;
and I will scatter Egypt among the nations, and will disperse them into
the lands. At the end of forty years I will bring together Egypt from the
peoples, whither they were scattered, and will bring back the captivity of
Egypt (Ezek. 29:11-14).

“Egypt” signifies the church in respect to true knowledges, upon
which doctrine is based. True knowledges at that time were the
knowledges of correspondences and representations, upon which
the doctrine of their church was based. But because the Egyptians
turned these knowledges into magic, and thus perverted the
church, its vastation is described, which is meant by “forty years”;
this, therefore, is the signification of “Egypt shall not be inhabited
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forty years, and her cities shall be a solitude forty years.” That
“Egypt must be scattered among the nations and dispersed into the
lands” signifies that evils and falsities will altogether occupy that
church and pervert all its knowledges. This makes clear that “forty
years” signifies a state of full vastation of the church, or even to its
end, when there will be no more good or truth remaining. But the
beginning of a new church, which is signified by “the end of forty
years,” is meant by these words, “at the end of forty years I will
bring together Egypt from the peoples whither they were scattered,
and will bring back the captivity of Egypt.”

(3] In the same prophecy:

That the prophet should lie on his right side forty days, and lay
siege to Jerusalem, which shall want bread and water, and be desolated,
a man and his brother, and pine away for its iniquity (Ezek. 4:6, 7, 17);

has a similar signification. The full vastation of the church is also
here signified by that number; “Jerusalem” signifies the church; “to
lay siege to it” signifies to distress the church by evils and falsities;
“to want bread and water” signifies to be vastated in respect to the
good of love and the truth of doctrine; “to be desolated, a man and
his brother, and to pine away for iniquity,” has a similar
signification, for “man and his brother” mean truth and charity,
and “to pine away” means to die out.

[4] The “forty days” of the flood have a similar signification in
Genesis:

For yet seven days I will cause it to rain upon the earth forty days
and forty nights, and I will destroy all substance that I have made from
upon the faces of the earth. And the rain was upon the earth forty days
and forty nights, then after seven days he sent forth a dove, which did
not return unto him (Gen. 7:4, 12; 8:6, 12).

The “flood” signifies the devastation of the old or most ancient
church, likewise the last judgment upon those who were of that
church; “the rain of forty days” signifies the ruin of that church by
the falsities of evil; but the beginning of a new church is signified
by the drying up of the earth after those forty days, and by its
sprouting up anew; the “dove” that he sent out signifies the good of
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charity, which was the essential of that church. (But respecting
these things see Arcana Coelestia, where they are explained.)

[5] The law in Moses:

That the wicked man might be smitten with forty stripes, and no
more lest thy brother seem vile in thine eyes (Deut. 25:3);

originated in this signification of the number “forty.” Full
punishment as well as vastation is described by “forty,” since
punishment is equally the consummation of evil; and as
reformation follows after punishment, it is said that he should not
be smitten with more stripes, “lest thy brother seem vile in thine
eyes”; for “forty” signifies the end of evil, and also the beginning of
good, therefore if he were smitten with more than forty stripes the
beginning of good, or reformation, would not be signified.

[6] The vastation of the church with the sons of Jacob by a

servitude of four hundred years in Egypt is signified by the words
of Jehovah to Abraham:

Know that thy seed shall be a sojourner in a land not theirs, where
they shall subject them to servitude four hundred years (Gen. 15:13).

“Four hundred” has a similar signification as “forty,” just as one
g y

“thousand” has a similar signification as one “hundred,” and one

“hundred” as “ten.”

[7] The vastation of the church and also full temptation are
signified by the tarrying of the sons of Israel forty years in the
wilderness, which is thus spoken of in the following passages:

Your sons shall be shepherds in the wilderness forty years, and shall
bear your whoredoms even till your carcasses are consumed’ in the

wilderness (Num. 14:33, 34).
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He made them to wander in the wilderness forty years, until all the
generation that had done evil in the eyes of Jehovah was consumed
(Num. 32:13).

Jehovah hath known thy walking through the great wilderness
these forty years, Jehovah thy God hath been with thee that thou
lackedst nothing (Deut. 2:7).

Thou shalt remember all the way which Jehovah thy God led thee
these forty years in the wilderness, that He might afflict thee and tempt
thee; He fed thee with manna; to afflict thee, to tempt thee, and to do
thee good at the last (Deut. 8:2, 3, 15, 16).

Your fathers tempted Me, they proved Me; forty years I loathed
this generation, and I said, It is a people that do err in heart, and they
have not known My ways (Ps. 95:9, 10).

I have made you to come up out of the land of Egypt, and I have
led you in the wilderness forty years to possess the land of the Amorites
(Amos 2:10).

From what has been cited it is clear that “forty years” signifies not
only the vastation of the church with the sons of Israel, but also full
temptation; also “the end of those years” signifies the beginning of
a new church. The vastation of the church is described by these
words, that “they should be shepherds in the wilderness forty years,
and should bear whoredoms, even till their carcasses should be
consumed; also by these, “until all this generation that had done
evil in the eyes of Jehovah was consumed”; also by these, “I loathed
this generation, and I said, It is a people that do err in heart, and
they have not known My ways.” But the temptation that is also
signified by “forty years